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TWEE POP:
OVERLY SWEET OR NICE

Based on these definitions, pop music may already
seem twee. Despite this, the term ‘twee pop’ has been
established for pop music that originated in Scotland
in the 1980s. The style shared many characteristics
of ‘indie pop’ or ‘college rock’ at the time, two genres
associated with early REM. However, whereas REM
wrote songs with more serious or cryptic lyrics,
‘twee pop’ bands focused on more innocent themes
— hence the term twee. The genre was not initially
a huge commercial hit, with many bands releasing
records on small independent labels. Only with
the emergence of the Scottish group Belle and
Sebastian in the late 1990s did people start paying
more attention to this music.

Another Scottish twee pop band is Camera
Obscura. Formed in 1996, the band gained a small

but devoted following in the UK and the USA. The
release of their 2006 album, Let’s Get Out of This
Country, brought them a wider audience. While
their music is definitely sweet and at times even
lively, there is worldliness to the lyrics which is
definitely not twee, as you will discover for yourself
in the song “Let’s Get Out of This Country”.

LILY ALLEN:

THE BRITISH
SONGBIRD

In a world where one
pop starlet is rolled
off the production
line after another,
it’s refreshing to
find someone with
the wit and charm
of the singer and
songwriter Lily
Allen. Mixing catchy
tunes and upbeat
tempos with lyrics
that are direct
as well as funny,
Allen has certainly
fashioned
aunique place
for herself in
contemporary
music.
Allen’s start
in music reads
like every
musician’s dream.
A music teacher
overheard her
singing in the
playground and
agreed to give
her singing
lessons. Unfortunately, this early
support wasn’t enough. Even with
family connections (her father is
an actor), Allen had some problems
getting a contract. But she couldn’t be
stopped and like many contemporary
musicians she used MySpace to
promote her work. Soon, thousands
of people were connecting to as her
friend, and her popularity won her
a deal with a record label. The Lily Allen
song we're presenting this month is
“The Fear” from her recent album It’s
Not Me, It’s You. The lyrics speak from
the point of view of a girl who wants
fame and riches no matter what the

cryptic ['kriptik] - zahadny, tajuplny

initially [1'n1f(9)li] - zpocatku

independent labels ['lerb(9)lz] - nezavislé
nahravaci spole¢nosti

emergence [1'ma:d3(o)ns] - objeveni

devoted following [dr'voutid] - vérné
fanousky

wider audience [waido 'o:drons] - vétsi
publikum

lively ['larvli] — energicky

worldliness ['wa:ldlinis] - svétaznalost

wit - vtip

upbeat tempos - veselé rytmy

has fashioned a unique place - vytvorila
si zvlastni misto

to overhear - zaslechnout

deadpan style - s kamenym vyrazem, bez
emoci

chilling ['t[ilin] - mrazivy

brashness ['bra(nis] - drzost

twee - too pretty, artificially

attractive

college rock - a phrase used for
alternative rock music in the 1980s
in the USA, played mostly on

university radio stations
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consequences
are. Sung in a deadpan style, the
song is a chilling view of modern life
and shows that Allen has some depth
behind the brashness.

Ryan Scott (Australia)

If you want to hear Lily Allen’s music live,
don't miss her first concert in the Czech
Republic. She is stopping in Prague on
October 30in SaSaZu Club and will be
performing songs from her latest album
It's Not Me, It's You.

The suffix -let is sometimes added
to English words to turn them into
diminutives (to express something
smaller). That is how the word
‘starlet’ was created. Other examples:
booklet, piglet, eyelet.

is rolled off the production line
after another - identical items are

produced in big numbers
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In the north-western corner of
Europe is a small, rainy island.
In spite of its size, Britain

has become one of the most
powerful countries in the world
How much do we know about
Britain's history? Who built
Stonehenge? Were King Arthur
and his knights at the round
table real? Let's discover
together the fascinating
history of Great Britain.

The very beginning
Roughly 750,000 years ago
Britain was part of northern
Europe, so it was possible to
reach it by dry land. The land
went through phases ranging
from extreme cold to warmer
times. Finally, shortly before
6000 BC, the latest ice age
came to an end, melting huge
ice blocks. The sea level rose
and Britain became an island.
People who lived on the island
slowly started to change their
way of life (slowly meaning over
two thousand years). Instead
of hunting and gathering
food, they learned how to farm.
They began to grow grains and
keep domesticated animals
like pigs and dogs. They also
occupied themselves with
building fantastic monuments
made of a series of stone circles
that were probably places for
religious ceremonies. One

of the most famous is called
Stonehenge, built around

2800 BC. If you plan a visit, it’s

VOCABULARY

Neolithic Age — mladsi doba kamena
roughly ['rafli] - zhruba

to go through - projit si, zazit

to melt - roztat, roztavit

to gather ['gedo] - sbirat

grain - obili

occupied themselves with - zabyvali se

best to go there on the longest
or shortest day of the year when
the sun shines directly through
the spaces between the main
stone slabs.

The Age of Celts
(800 BCto 43 AD)

Development continued
without interruption. People
learned to melt and use bronze,
and a few hundred years later
iron. In Britain the Iron Age

is associated with the Celts.
Celtic people lived across most
of Europe at that time and
were loosely tied by similar
language, religion and art. We
have a small amount of evidence
about how they lived, mainly
from the Roman authors and
Celtic legends written down by
Christian monks.

slab - blok

were loosely tied - byli volné spojeni
Roman - fimsky

monk - mnich

clan - rod

dwelling ['dwelig] - obydli

wattle ['wot(d)l] - prouti

straw [stro:]- sldma

fort - pevnost

wheat [wi:t] - pSenice

Celtic society

The Celts lived in clans, which
made up a tribe, each with

its own king. Their typical
dwelling was a round house
made of wattle, straw and
mud, with a fireplace in the
middle. They often built their
houses on hilltops. These sites
are called hill forts. The Celts
were mostly farmers, growing
wheat and barley and keeping
sheep, goats, pigs and cattle.

Religion

and mythology

The Celts had many gods, mainly
tied to the natural world. The
greatest authority in a Celtic tribe
was a priest called a druid. Their
services were often performed
in forests. Druids sacrificed
chickens and then examined their
innards because they believed
that the future would be written
inside the chicken.

The Celts believed in the
‘Otherworld’, an underworld
for the dead and home of the
gods. In many stories, the hero
visits it at Samhain (nowadays
called Halloween), the only
Celtic festival really to survive
in present-day Britain. The wall
between the two ‘worlds’ of

barley ['ba:li] - je¢cmen

service ['sa:vis] — ndbozensky obiad

to sacrifice - obétovat

innards ['madz] - vnitinosti

to instil fear — nahnat strach

dagger ['dego] - dyka

chariot ['t[eriot] — dvoukolovy valec¢ny
viz

lime [laim] - vapno
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The reconstructed Iron Age hill
fort at Castell Henlys, Wales.

living and death was believed to
be thinner at this time than it
normally was.

Fighting

Celts were brave and skilled
fighters. They probably often
fought naked to instil fear in
their enemies, protected only
with shields and long swords or
daggers. In Britain especially,
they used light chariots drawn
by two horses. Some warriors put
lime into their hair to make it
white and coloured their bodies
with blue paint. Screaming and
naked, they ran into battle. No
wonder the Romans were scared
of them at first.

Alex Jordan (UK),

Markéta Hamplova (CR)

DID YOU KNOW?

GLOSSARY

BC - abbr. for Before Christ,
used in calendar when
referring to a year before Jesus
Christ was born. When referring
to a year after Jesus Christ was
born AD (= Anno Domini) is
used.
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STONEHENGE WAS WELL, THE POTION IS % % 'r"/
BUILT BY GIANTS , ALMOST READY. AND |+, THE CHICKEN
- e IT'S HIGH TIME YOU IS READY.

DID YOU KNOW
THAT, LITTLE
BEETLE

R

THINKS I'M
A GIANT,
RIGHT?2

PHILOSOPHISE,
BETTER GET
ME SOME
MISTLETOE!

DON'T

WOW, WILL YOU MAKE
THAT SPECIAL DRINK
FOR THE KING?

NIGHTMARE IS
THIS? | HAVE
TO WARN THE
KING!

WENT TO BED. I'LL
MAKE A PROPHECY.

SEE WHAT IS %
LEFT OF YOUR
\WAR DYE WHEN YOU
WALK THROUGH
A BROOK?

ARE YOU WAKING

OUR NAKED HEROES

ME UP JUST WON'T STAND A
BECAUSE YOU ARE CHANCE AGAINST THEM!
AFRAID OF SOME | SAW THEM WEARING
BARBARIANS? SHINY CLOTHES!

ONLY COWARDS WEAR

CLOTHES INBATTLE. IT
MUST HAVE BEEN THE RED-
HAIRED ARAWN. I'LL HAVE

A WORD WITH YOU IN THE
MORNING! NOW | WANT
TO GO TO BED.

OH YES.IT'S
BEST TO
SLEEP ON IT.

I WANT THREE BARRELS OF BLUE
DYE BY MONDAY. THEN I'LL GO TO
FIGHT THE BLOODY ARAWN.

WHAT?2 A WAR AGAIN?
JUST BECAUSE YOU
ARE JEALOUS? IT WAS
NOTHING! WE ONLY
DANCED TOGETHER AT
BELTANE.

Lol

MORRIGAN,
STAND BY US
WHEN THOSE
COWARDS

U
OO0PS, THAT WAS
CLOSE! I'VE NEVER BEEN
INA CLOSET FOR SO

LONG

GLOSSARY Beltane - an ancient festival held in May; Morrigan - a figure from Irish mythology, goddess of war





