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PROBLEMS of today

Wars

acy Meyer
(USA)

Conflicts are happening
around the world. We are all
familiar with the problems in
Afghanistan and Irag. Fighting
between the government

and militias is occurring in
Somalia and innocent civilians
are being killed in the fighting
or are forced to leave their
homes for safer areas. This
past summer we saw fighting
between Israel and Lebanon

in the Middle East, the area
constantly troubled by the long-
term Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
There are different reasons for
war: sometimes two groups are
fighting for control of a country
and sometimes their dispute
is based on their religions.
We’ve seen a rise in terrorist
acts committed by people who
believe they are defending
their religion. The attacks in
the US in September 2001
and in Britain in July 2005 are
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too many cars on the roads,
companies that pollute the
air and water with chemicals,
a consumer society that
produces too much waste, and
the destruction of the ozone
layer — all of this is of concern
for people, animals and plants
— and could soon affect the
way we live. The destruction
of many forests, especially in
South and Central American
countries like Brazil and Costa
Rica, means many animals and
insects are becoming extinct.

Pollution is a major difficulty
in many large cities around the
world, such as Los Angeles,
California; Beijing, China;
Mexico City, Mexico, and New
Delhi, India. The Ivory Coast
is currently figuring out how
to clean up toxic waste that
was illegally dumped near its
capital city.

The United Nations
says 2006 was the sixth
warmest year on record and
weather changes can create
devastating natural disasters
like tornados and hurricanes.

Problems at home

What about some problems
closer to home? All these
issues can be seen here in
the Czech Republic, but on

a smaller level. Air pollution

is a concern in Prague and
land pollution left over from
mining in the northern regions
is an ongoing problem. No
more mining also means no
more jobs for many people,

so unemployment is a huge
problem in many areas of the
country. Air pollution causes
health problems, but we also
contribute to our own health
problems by eating bad food,
not exercising, and drinking
too much alcohol. We also
see racial prejudice and
discrimination in the Czech
Republic, especially against
the Roma population and
people from Eastern European
countries. Education could
also become a problem if the
government does not support
higher education resources for
all students.

Recent years have seen wars all around the world, for example in the
Middle East, Irag, Afghanistan and Somalia.
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Although everyone knows that water is the most precious natural

resource on our planet (it covers about 70% of the Earth surface and
life on Earth wouldn’t exist without it), we ignore this fact by polluting
our rivers, lakes, and oceans. The pollution of rivers and streams
with chemical contaminants has become one of the most serious
environmental problems of the past century.

Can we help?

So who is going to solve all
these problems? There is
something all of us can do.
Help the environment by
recycling and walking instead of
driving a car. Take an interest
in what the government is
doing to make sure they make

=> Vocabulary

: to oversleep [ouva'sli:p] - zaspat
¢ illiteracy [1'lit(o)rosi] - negramotnost
: widespread ['waidspred]
¢ -velmirozSiteny
poverty ['povati] - chudoba
birth rate [bo:0 rert] - porodnost
lack of [lzk] - nedostatek (néceho)
issue ['1fu:] - zleZitost, otazka
: race [rers] - rasa
i gender['d3endo] - pohlavi
: torture ['to:tfo] - tyrani
: to accuse of [o'kju:z] - obvinitz
: indigenous population
[in'didzmas popjo'lerf(s)n]
¢ -domorodé obyvatelstvo
¢ to commit [ko'mit] - spachat
i tolead [li:d] - vést
:starvation [sta:'verf(o)n] - hladovéni
: health care system
- systém zdravotni péce
: militia [mr'lifo] - milice, domobrana
¢ tooccur [2'ka:] - odehravat se, dojit
: dispute [d1'spju:t]- spor

good decisions that could
affect your future. Take care

of yourself by exercising and
eating right. Treat everyone
with respect, and you'll respect
yourself more too! You can
also support organizations that
assist countries around the
world. Greenpeace deals with
ecological matters; Amnesty
International with human rights;
the World Health Organization
helps people stay healthy, and
the World Food Program works
to stop hunger.

Another problem troubling the
Czech Republic is bribery, the
practice of offering something
(usually money) in order to gain
some advantage. It affects many
spheres of public life — from
politics to everyday situations.
Transparency International is an
organization which tries to monitor
and fight corruption in the CR and
around the world.

rise [raiz] - narlist
are a concern for everyone
[kan'sa:n] - jsou pfedmétem zajmu
kazdého
to contribute to [kon'tribju:t]
- pfispét k (nécemu), mit podil na
to be affected by ['fektid]
- byt ovlivnén (nécim)
to pollute [pa'lu:t] - zne€istovat
consumer society [kon'sju:mo
so'sarti] - konzumni spole¢nost
ozone layer ['ouzoun 'lers)
- 0zOnova vrstva
extinct [1k'stigkt] - vyhynuly
is currently figuring out ['kar(o)ntli
'figorig] - momentélné fesi
to dump [damp] - sloZit, vysypat
on record - ktery byl kdy zaznamenén
left over from mining ['manin] - ktera
zlistala po tézbé
ongoing ['pngouin] - trvaly
prejudice ['predzudis]
- predpojatost, pfedsudek
to treat (sh.) [tri:t] - chovat se
(k nékomu)
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