This is a short practice sample of the first section of the TOEFL, Reading.

Frankenstein is a novel by Mary Shelley, written during the Year Without a Summer, published in 1818, then re-published in a revised edition in 1831. It has been called the first science fiction novel and is sometimes considered one of the transitional novels between the Gothic and modern novel. Certainly the Universal film adaptation in 1931, and its sequels, created a powerful cultural archetype lasting to this day. Yet the novel is little read, and most people are far more familiar with the film versions of the story and, especially, the creature, than with Shelley’s considered, melodramatic tale and her cerebral, philosophical creature. In fact, most people refer to the monster as “Frankenstein”, although that is the name of the scientist who created the monster. The monster itself is nameless, often called the wretch, or the fiend, or the daemon, by the creator, scientist Victor Frankenstein. But the novel remains extremely influential, historically, philosophically, and artistically. Penned by a nineteen-year-old girl who led an interesting life, knew many famous people (indeed, her parents were very well-known), and had very difficult pregnancies, poor health, and personal tragedies, including the premature drowning of her husband, the poet, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Frankenstein is open to many interpretations, Some of these include a Freudian, structuralist, and of course, a feminist interpretation.
1. What can be inferred about Frankenstein?

A. It is a very long book.

B. It is still frequently read.

C. It was once an important novel, but now the films are more important.

D. Frankenstein is still considered an important work.

2. What word does archetype most closely resemble?

A. symbol

B. arch

C. monster

D. classic

3. All of the following literary interpretations are mentioned in the text EXCEPT…

A. feminist
B. Marxist

C. Freudian

D. Structuralist

4. To what word does penned most nearly mean?

A. pencil

B. caused

C. written

D. done

5. Choose 2 of the following choices that most closely relate to the main idea of the passage: Frankenstein has had an important impact on literature, film, and culture.

A. The image of the monster is a cultural icon

B. Many books have been written about Percy Bysshe Shelley

C. Mary Shelley wrote Frankenstein when she was 19 years old

D. 1931’s Frankenstein was the first horror film

E. Some consider it the first science fiction novel.
F. Most people do not know the creature’s name.  

The correct answers: 1) D; 2) A; 3) B; 4) C; 5) A, E
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