TOEFL SPEAKING II

OVERVIEW

Last time, we covered the first two parts of the Speaking section of the TOEFL test. This month, we’ll have a look at Part 3.

For most students, Part 3 and the following Part 4 are the most difficult of the Speaking section. Both involve a short reading, a listening task (a conversation in Part 3, a lecture in Part 4), the question, 30 seconds of preparation time, and 60 seconds to respond.

QUESTION TYPE 3

Here is the reading passage. You will have 45 seconds to read the passage.

Old Mid-Atlantic College has decided to institute a new requirement for graduation; as of the fall semester, all senior liberal arts students will be obligated to submit a project along with their graduation papers in order to graduate. All details regarding project length, type, and substance will be determined by an instructor of the student’s respective major subject of study. 

Here is a conversation between two students about the announcement. Have a couple of friends or classmates read it to you.

Male Student: Hi. Did you hear about the new requirement for graduation?

Female Student: Yeah, I read about it last night after I finished studying at the library. What do you think?

MS: I don’t like it.

FS: No? I think it’s a good idea, I mean... it makes the students do more than just write some paper.

MS: I don’t know. The paper is already a lot of work.

FS: True, but there’ll be a lot of work in the real world, too. And most of us will work on projects more than we will write papers. I think it makes us more responsible and better at managing our time as well.

MS: Maybe so.

FS: I also like the creative aspect of building something, making something, presenting something – a lot more than just sitting in the library doing research.

MS: Perhaps you’re right.

Question:

The woman gives her opinion on the announcement. State her opinion and give the reasons she has for holding that opinion.

