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Isicathamiya
Isicathamiya is the choral singing and 
dancing which originated with the Zulu 
migrant workers. These men, working in 
the gold mines far away from home, would 
entertain themselves by singing and dancing. 

Isicathamiya became world-famous 
through the band Ladysmith Black Mambazo, 
whose music best represents South African 
culture. In 1993, the group, at the request of 
Nobel Peace Prize Winner Nelson Mandela, 
accompanied him to the Nobel Prize ceremony 

in Oslo. They also sang at his Presidential 
inauguration in 1994.

Ladysmith Black Mambazo has appeared 
on stage and in the studio with top names, 
such as Paul Simon. In 2009, their CD 
Honoring Shaka Zulu won the Grammy Award 
for Best Traditional World Music CD.  

Mbaqanga
Mbaqanga is African-style jazz, an exciting 
mix of the drumming and chanting2 of 
traditional African music with modern jazz. 
International singing star and anti-Apartheid 
activist, Miriam Makeba (“Mama Africa”), 
who died in 2008, popularised African rhythm 

The South African music scene, 
just like the nation, is a diverse1 
one. Pop and folk often mix 
together. South African pop 
is based on two sources: 
Isicathamiya and Mbaqanga.

 The world is full of strange behaviour 
 Every man has to be his own saviour 
 I know I can make it on my own if I try 
 But I’m searching for a Great Heart to stand me by 
 Underneath the African sky 
 A Great Heart to stand me by 
From the song “Great Heart” by Johnny Clegg

 and  Pop  Melodies 
    SouTH 
    AFRICAn 
    MuSIC 

 Rhythms   Zulu 

Ladysmith Black Mambazo



www.bridge-online.cz

and language in her Xhosa song, 
“Qongqothwane”, better known 
as “The Click Song” because of its 
many click sounds*.

Crossover music
Crossover Music was introduced 
by Johnny Clegg (nicknamed 
“The White Zulu”), a dancer, 
singer, songwriter and 
anthropologist. His unique blend3 
of Zulu rhythm and western pop 
is infectious. When one hears its 
beat, one can’t help clapping4 
and dancing to the rhythm.  

Born in England, Clegg grew 
up in Zimbabwe, later emigrating 
to South Africa. After his early 
bands Juluka and Savuka broke 
up, he performed solo on tours 
all over the world, winning many 
international awards. Over the 
past 30 years, he has sold 5 million 
albums. His songs such as “Great 
Heart” have virtually5 become 
anthems6 among South Africans.

Another star of crossover music 
is Yvonne Chaka Chaka, with hits 
such as “I’m in Love with a DJ” and 
“Umqombothi” (African beer).

Boeremusiek
Afrikaans traditional music, 
known as “Boeremusiek” 
(farmers’ music) has been popular 
with white South Africans for 
decades. This instrumental folk 
music originated in Europe, but 
has developed its own character. 
It typically features harmonica, 
accordion and guitar and 
resembles7 Swiss folk music. 
Pearl Harris (South Africa)

 VoCABulARy 

diverse 1 [daI"v@;s, "daIv@;s] – 
rozmanitý
chanting 2 [tSA;ntIN] – zpěv
blend 3 [blEnd] – směs, spojení
to clap 4 [kl&p] – tleskat
virtually 5 ["v@;tjU@li] – prakticky, 
téměř
anthem 6 ["&nT@m] – hymna
to resemble 7 [rI"zEmb(@)l] – 
podobat se

 GloSSARy * 

click sounds – speech sounds used 
as consonants in some African 
languages; they resemble the sound 
“tsk! tsk!” used in English to express 
disapproval (mlaskavky)

Johnny Clegg

Miriam Makeba 


