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Are creatures such as unicorns1, 
dragons and sea monsters simply 
legends or could they really exist? You 

probably think that these creatures belong 
only to 1) ..................... Yet there are still 
people who go to large lands with isolated and 
hard‑to‑get‑to places2 where almost no one 
lives and search for these legendary animals. 
One of these countries is Canada. 

Lake Monsters
Similar to the Loch Ness Monster of 
Scotland, called Nessie, Canadian legends 

have Bessie, a monster from Lake Erie, 
one of the Great Lakes in North America. 
The first record about Bessie is from 
2) ..................... She is reported to 
be3 snake-like and 9–12 metres long, 
with a greyish colour. The creature is 
blamed for4 an attack in 1992 that killed 
3) ..................... people. Survivors5 claim 
the creature’s head is as large as a car.

Ogopogo is the name given to a very 
famous lake monster reported to live in 
Okanagan Lake, in British 4) ..................... 
In 1860, according to a story, a man led his 
horses across the lake. Suddenly they were 
pulled6 under by some unseen and unknown 
force – the Ogopogo. More recently, various 
unclear photographs and films of the creature 
have shown up7. British biologist Dr. Karl 
Shuker, who is interested in legendary 
animals, 5) ..................... it may be a kind of 
primitive whale.

If you happen to be near the Turtle 
Lake of Saskatchewan, look out8 for 
a long lake monster with a head like a sea 

6) ................... Reports of the creature date 
back9 to pre-settlement days* when the 
local Cree* had a legend about people, who 
had gone into the monster's territory and 
vanished without a trace10.

Sasquatch
Sasquatch, also known as Bigfoot, 
supposedly11 inhabit the forests of the Pacific 
Northwest* region and are thought to be the 
same or similar to the Yeti of the Himalayas 
– a large, hairy, creature which looks like 
a man 1.8–3.0 metres tall and weighing 
over 7) ................ kilogrammes. Witnesses 
describe it as having large eyes, and a large, 
low‑set forehead12. The reported size of 
Sasquatch is similar to that of a bear standing 
on its back legs. Bears are very common 
in the regions where Sasquatch was seen. 
A 8) .................. of pictures taken in 2007 by 
The Bigfoot Field Researchers Organization 
claim to show a young Bigfoot, but the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission* has said it is 
only a sick bear. 

Listening 
Activity

Read the article about strange 
creatures in Canada. There are some 
words taken out from the article. 
Listen to the recording and try to fill 
in the missing words. 

Monsters 
of Canada

TASK

 Is this a Sasquatch? 
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Waheela
The Waheela looks like a wolf and might 
be related to prehistoric bear-dogs. It 
is reported to range13 in the Nahanni 
Valley in the Northwest Territories of 
Canada. It is similar to the Shunka 
Warakin, which is said to resemble14 
a wolf, a 9) ................... or both, but 
the Waheela lives much father north. It 
is also similar to Amarok, a giant wolf 
from Inuit* mythology.

In 1886, an animal shot in 
Montana was suggested to be 
a Shunka Warakin but the stuffed 
trophy15 10) .......... never ............... 
by qualified scientists and 
disappeared. In December 2007 it 
was rediscovered and DNA tests may 
reveal the nature of the creature16.

Real Monsters
It is interesting to note that there are a number 
of cases where myth has turned into reality. 
The 11) ................... gorilla was thought to 
be folklore* until its existence was confirmed 
in 1902. The previously unknown megamouth 
shark* was discovered near Hawaii in 1976. The 
2003 discovery of the fossil remains of Homo 
floresiensis, thought to be a descendant17 
of earlier Homo erectus, provides possible 
evidence that beliefs in the existence of the 
Yeti are not completely unfounded18. Who 
knows what there is yet to discover?
Hana Škrdlová (Canada)

Solution
1) fairy-tales, 2) 1817, 3) three, 4) Columbia, 5) suggested, 
6) horse, 7) 230, 8) series, 9) hyena, 10) was examined, 
11) Mountain

 VocaBulaRy 

unicorn 1 – jednorožec
hard-to-get-to places 2 – těžko 
dostupná místa
to be reported to be 3 – 
údajně být 
to be blamed for 4 – být 
viněn z
survivor 5 – přeživší, ten, kdo 
přežil
to pull 6 – táhnout
to show up 7 – objevit se
to look out 8 – dávat si pozor
to date back 9 – pocházet 
vanished without a trace 10 – 
zmizeli beze stopy 
supposedly 11 – údajně
low-set forehead 12 – nízko 
posazené čelo 
to range 13 – pohybovat se 

to resemble 14 – podobat se
stuffed trophy 15 – vycpaná 
trofej 
the nature of the creature 16 – 
původ tohoto tvora 
descendant 17 – potomek
are not completely 18 
unfounded – nejsou zcela 
neopodstatněné

 GlossaRy * 

Pacific Northwest – a region 
in western North America 
including both Canada and 
U.S. states, such as British 
Columbia (Canada), Oregon, 
Idaho, western Montana (USA)

pre-settlement days – days 
before the colonization of 
North America by Europeans

Cree – one of the largest groups 
of native people in North 
America, located mainly across 
Canada

Pennsylvania Game 
Commission – the state 
agency responsible for wildlife 
protection and management 
in Pennsylvania in the United 
States

Inuit – a group of culturally 
similar peoples inhabiting 
the Arctic regions of Alaska, 
Canada, and Greenland

folklore – the traditional stories 
and culture 

megamouth shark – an 
extremely rare species of 
deepwater shark with an 
enormous mouth

This is how Ogopogo could look.


