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Most of the students in 
Cambridge describe the local 
life through the use of one 
phrase: “Work hard, play 
hard”, and that is exactly 
what I experienced while 
studying in this spectacular 
historical city this summer! 

Thanks to Bridge magazine and Cambridge 
University Press I was given such an incredible 
opportunity to soak up the atmosphere of 
probably one of the most extraordinary 
student cities in the world. Well, at least for 
two weeks, and to tell the truth it was probably 
the best fortnight of my life!

The city of Cambridge has it all. Whether 
you are interested in culture, history or 
shopping, you will easily find a place that 
meets your expectations. Although there 
are only about 120,000 residents, almost 
20,000 of them are students! The city itself 
is rather small, which gives this place special 
magic. I was naturally impressed by the 
picturesque surroundings of the old colleges, 
which are situated along the river Cam. King's 
College and Trinity College (where Isaac 
Newton studied and you can even find the 
famous apple tree there) are probably the 
most famous ones. The centre of Cambridge 
provides an ideal place for romantic strolls as 
well as shopping sprees. Narrow, medieval 
streets with cobbles… and the University 
of Cambridge, which is celebrating its 
800th anniversary this year – these are the 
main reasons why thousands of tourists visit 
this exceptional city every year.

Anyway, for me it all started at the Ruzyně 
airport where I acquainted myself with 
Petr Vogt, another winner of the Raymond 
Murphy’s Scholarship. Since that moment, we 
have stuck together. After arriving at Stansted 
airport we waited for a while for a girl from 
Spain, whose flight was delayed… (in fact it 
was a bit longer than we expected). Our taxi 
driver was, obviously, more than happy to see 
her, especially because holding a schedule 
with someone’s name on it for an hour can 
be sometimes slightly tiring. However, as 
we were slowly approaching Cambridge, 

everyone in the cab felt simultaneously 
nervous as excited. It was almost time to meet 
our host families!

To be honest, the Ruggiero family is, 
in my opinion, the best host family I have 
every stayed with. Not only because of their 
immense hospitality and kind-heartedness, 
but also in terms of a truly international 
environment. I was sincerely glad to know that 
their children Catelina, Roberto and Ciro were 

just about the same age as me and therefore, 
there was always something to do, especially 
thanks to Roberto who played the major role 
as entertainer in the house. Moreover, there 
were also three other international students: 
Heeju (South Korea), Tom (Luxembourg) and 
Lorenzo (Italy) and all of them became great 
friends too. As a result, English was used on 
a daily basis as a tool for communication (as 
my Korean is a rubbish).
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Maybe it sounds weird, but there was 
really nothing better than getting up early in 
the morning and going to Bell International 
College. Sometimes it was difficult to arrive 
on time, though. Spending time at the bus 
stops is probably the most frequent activity of 
people using public transport in Cambridge. 
That is why new phrases such as “I have been 
held up” and “I am worn out today” became 
absolutely essential.

However, Bell School is one of the most 
prestigious language schools in Cambridge. For 
me it was a real pleasure to be a part of it. Even 
though the English course was rather intensive, 
I have probably never enjoyed studying as much 
as I did here. The approach of English teachers 
was completely different to those I am used to 
(acknowledgements to my teacher Jill).

Meeting new people and cultures every 
day, participating in social activities such as 
football, school trips or punting – all of these 
make this school unique. Actually, Bell School 
is also a kind of “friend-factory“. Adding friends 
on Facebook was the second most frequent 
activity (after waiting for the buses, of course). 
The atmosphere was truly multicultural. Most 

of the students came from countries such as 
Korea, Turkey, Spain, Italy and (surprisingly 
for me) Brazil! Then, at the lowest position 
of the possible countries chart – two ordinary 
boys from the Czech Republic – a country that 
several people had never heard of.

It was also an unforgettable experience for 
me to visit the heart of the world's publishing 
– the headquarters of Cambridge University 
Press. Thanks to Raymond Murphy, and Wendy 
McCaig, who were very kind and helpful, we 
were allowed to peep into the offices and dining 
room (of course, tasting food was absolutely 
necessary) to see how they do things at CUP.

Nevertheless, after the hard days of 
studying there was also time to experience 
Cambridge and its nightlife. I had always 

associated it only with endless studying, but 
as I found out… I was mistaken. Despite its 
size, there were lots of classy restaurants and 
plenty of clubs, too. And because most of our 
friends were Brazilians (and they indeed love 
to dance) – we did not hesitate! 

Finally, there is one thing that always pops 
into my mind when I think about Cambridge – 
the bicycles. The cyclists in Cambridge are really 
everywhere. Pavements, roads, parks… and 
pavements again! I can hardly imagine anything 
like this in the Czech Republic – I had better not 
try. On the other hand, particularly the bus drivers 
seem quite confident here. However, sometimes 
it looks like they have never heard about SAFE 
DISTANCE, because every now and then cyclists 
are almost under the wheels, escaping at the 
last-minute with a terrified grin on their face.

Honestly, I cannot put into words what 
I have experienced. It was a dream comes true! 
And I am very grateful for it. It is just another 
proof that really everything is possible; 
nothing is impossible...
Radek Oroš (CR)
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I have never 
enjoyed studying 
English as much as 
I did here.


