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The program was inspired by a speech that 
Senator John F. Kennedy gave to university 
students. He challenged them to serve their 
country in the cause of* peace by living and 
working in developing countries. When he 
became president, he officially established 
the Peace Corps in 1961. The first countries 
volunteers went to were Ghana, Tanzania, 
Colombia, the Philippines, Chile and St. Lucia, 
an island country in the eastern Caribbean Sea. 

Peace Corps volunteers spend two years 
working in villages, towns and cities around 
the world to help people build better lives. They 
do jobs such as teaching in schools, working 
with business owners, caring for AIDS sufferers 
and running other healthcare, educational, 
environmental and agricultural projects. They 
also do special projects depending on what 
problems the region needs help with. 

The countries the Peace Corps works in are 
always changing. In the 1990s, they were working 
even in Czechoslovakia and, later, the Czech 
Republic. 

The Cultural Attaché* at the US Embassy 
in Prague, David Gainer, was a Peace Corps 
volunteer. Mr. Gainer spent two years teaching 
math to high school students in Malawi, 
a country in southeast Africa. He spoke 
with Bridge Magazine about this, for him, 
life‑changing experience.

Mr. Gainer joined right after college and was 
fascinated with going overseas and living and 
working in a completely different culture. He 
said: “I had never heard of Malawi before, but 

I learned a lot during the two years there.  Malawi 
was a poor but peaceful country, and I was lucky 
because the house I lived in had electricity and 
running water, although only cold. It was six 
months before I could call my parents – at that 
time there was no internet, no email. It was 
a two‑day drive to the capital city, and during 
the rainy season buses didn’t run. I have 
learned to appreciate the wealth and the basic 
opportunities many Americans take for granted*”.

Mr. Gainer thinks that everyone should 
study abroad or work for one or two years in 
a completely different part of the world. He 
also believes his Peace Corps experience led 
him to work for the US Foreign Service because 

he wanted to stay involved in overseas work. 
He has been in Prague for two years now, and 
in one year he will move to a US Embassy in 
another country.

“Human beings are human beings, no 
matter where you are,” he said. “There are 
more commonalities than differences.”
Jacy Meyer (USA)

Helping Around 
the World Americans volunteer 

with the Peace Corps 
This year is 
the 50th anniversary 
of the Peace Corps, 
an American volunteer 
program run by the federal 
government that sends 
people overseas to work in 
developing countries. 

VoCABulARy
1 anniversary [&nI"v@;s(@)ri] – výročí
2 corps [kO;z] – sbory 
3 volunteer [vQl@n"tI@] – dobrovolník
4 developing countries [dI"vEl@pIN] – 

rozvojové země

5 to challenge sb ["tS&lIn(d)Z] – 
vybízet někoho 

6 to appreciate [@"pri;SIeIt] – 
oceňovat

7 to involve [In"vQlv] – 
zapojit se

8 commonality [kQm@"n&lIti] – 
podobnost

EuropEan yEar 
of voluntary work
This year, 2011, is European year 
of voluntary work. The portal 
www.dobrovolnik.cz is an official web 
page gathering all the projects based 
on volunteering, from big international 
projects to smaller, local cooperation. 
People who would like to volunteer 
can find information and get involved 
with the projects through this page.  

Human beings are 
human beings, 
no matter where 
you are.

GlossARy*
in the cause of – for the sake of (ve jménu) 
cultural attaché – a diplomat with responsibility 

for promoting the culture of his/her homeland
to take something for granted – to expect 

something to be available all the time and 
forget that you are lucky to have it

lAnGuAGE PoInT•
In singular or plural the word 
is written corps. However the 
pronunciation changes. The 
singular is pronounced [kO;(r)] 
and the plural is pronounced 
[kO;z].

annivErsary


