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Capturing 
the beauty of films
marie harnett
Marie Harnett, 29, was born and educated in 
England. “I have an older half-brother and 
half-sister,” she says, “and so I had to entertain 
myself a lot. I was always drawing.”

In the current exhibition, she shows 10 tiny pencil drawings, 
each one a frame (= single picture) from an old movie she 
found on the internet. Each frame in a movie goes by so 
quickly, she says, so we miss some very beautiful images. She 
first got the idea while reading Sin City, a graphic novel.

She carefully chooses just one image without watching 
the actual movie (“I don’t want to be influenced by 
the story,” she says). She erases (= removes) all the color 
from the computer, and turns off the sound. “I sit in an old 
armchair and draw. It takes from 1–2 weeks to complete 
one drawing,” she explains. 

Asked about her career choice, Miss Harnett says, 
“I also would have liked to be a film editor, maybe, or even 
a pastry chef (= a cook specializing in desserts),” she 
laughs. “It’s because I like precise, detailed work.” 

What does she advise Bridge readers about a career 
in art? “Go for it!” she says enthusiastically. “You have to 
work really hard. But if you enjoy it, if it makes you happy, 
it’s worth pursuing (= following).”

beyond 
reality
interview with two artists
Have you ever thought it would be fun to be an artist? Or, do you 
think you could never really be one? Two young artists can tell 
you all about it. Hynek Martinec and Marie Harnett are among 
the 12 artists featured in the exhibition: “Beyond Reality: British 
Painting Today”. It’s at the Rudolfinum Gallery in Prague through 
December 30, 2012 and shows that young artists today are 
creating images with more than just a paintbrush.

a CzeCh in london
hynek martinec 
Hynek Martinec, 32, was born in Broumov but lives 
in London.

His series of huge portraits combines painting with techniques 
such as the ambrotype, a photography method from the 1850s, 
and grisaille, painting a picture entirely (= completely) in shades 
of grey. In “Zuzana 1854”, the picture of the obviously young 
model is grey and very old. You can’t see her hair style, clothing, 
or jewelry, so she seems to stare (= look) at you from the past, or 
perhaps even through immortality (= living forever).

We asked Mr Martinec for advice for young artists. Had he 
always painted pictures?

“I have been making drawings since I was a baby,” he says. 
“But when I graduated from FAMU, I was like everybody – not 
sure how to really get started, where to go first,” he says. 

Luckily, a friend invited him to Paris for the summer, where 
he stayed for two years. “I was making money there – not very 
much, but enough to survive,” he says. But he knew he needed 
something more. So the next stop for the Czech artist was 
London. “I’ve always preferred London,” he says, “because it’s 
a very exciting city. There are so many amazing galleries, so 
many exhibitions.” 

Will he ever return to Prague? “I don’t want to return 
[permanently],” he says. “It’s too easy to get comfortable here. 
If you know something too well, like Prague, you get a kind of 
headache. I need to be shaken up by things around me, to jump 
away from my past.”

What else does it take to succeed as an artist? He advises 
Bridge readers, “You have to be strong and believe you can do it.”

mary matz (USA)

“I select the images that tell a story; usually they’re quite romantic,” 
says Marie Harnett about her drawings.

Hynek Martinec’s “Zuzana 1854” is painted using the grisaille technique – 
only shades of grey.


