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Not just a noble cause
The second half of the 19th century in the US 
was dominated by the Civil War. While 
many people think the war was fought 
over slavery, it was only one of the reasons. 
The northern and southern parts of 
the country argued over many issues. 

The election of the anti-slavery 
Republican Abraham Lincoln as president 
in 1860 caused seven southern states to 
secede from (= leave) the Union to form 
the Confederate States of America; later four 
more states joined them. By the time the war 
ended in 1865, it proved to be the costliest 
war ever fought on American soil. About 
620,000 soldiers were killed, millions more 
injured and the population and territory of 
the south was practically destroyed.

Building on the ashes
The next 12 years were a process of 
intensive rebuilding in the south. African-

American participation1 in southern public 
life after 1867 was the most noteworthy 
accomplishment2 of Reconstruction. 
Blacks won election to southern state 
governments and even to the US Congress 
during this period. 

Frost comes from the North
In 1867, US Secretary of State William 
Seward bought land which is now Alaska 
from Russia. The purchase3 was criticized 
because people thought there wasn’t 
anything worthwhile4 there. Gold was 
discovered in the 1890s, though, and so 
the area became popular for a while. 

Cuban crisis
The year 1898 saw the US fight a short war 
with Spain over Cuba. The conflict ended 
with Spain giving up all claim5 to Cuba, 
ceding (= giving) Guam and Puerto Rico to 
the US and transferring sovereignty6 over 
the Philippines to the US for $20,000,000.
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1 participation [pA;%tIsI"peIS(@)n] – účast
2 noteworthy accomplishment 

["n@Utw3;ðiT@"kVmplISm(@)nt] – pozoruhodný úspěch

3 purchase ["p3;tSIs] – zakoupení
4 worthwhile [w3;T"waIl] – užitečný
5 claim [kleIm] – nárok
6 sovereignty ["sQvrInti] – svrchovanost

Abraham Lincoln’s fight against slavery resulted in 
adopting the 13th Amendment to the US Constitution 
in 1865, which abolished slavery.

The American Civil War (1861–1865) was fought between the Confederacy (pro-slavery Southern states that left the US) 
and the Union (the remaining Northern states). After four years of bloody fights, the Union won.


