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F rom the Watergate scandal to 
the conflict in the Middle East, 
the end of the 1970s saw America in 

a time of uncertainty. The economy was 
hurting, foreign policy was struggling* and 
crime rates were rising.

Democrat Jimmy Carter was elected 
president in 1976, but only served* one 
term, losing the 1980 election to Republican 
Ronald Reagan. The main reason Carter lost 
the election was the Iran hostage* crisis.

The beginning
of the Middle-East crisis
On November 4, 1979, a group of Iranian 
students stormed the US Embassy in Tehran, 

taking more than 60 Americans hostage. 
The students were angry because Iran’s 
Shah, a pro-Western dictator* who had been 
exiled from (= forced to leave) his country 
some months before, was allowed to come to 
the US for medical treatment. They wanted 
the US to send the Shah back to Iran to go 
on trial for crimes his regime committed. 
This action sent a message of breaking with 
Iran’s past and putting an end to American 
interference* in its affairs. The students set 
their hostages free* 444 days after the crisis 
began, just hours after President Ronald 
Reagan made his first official speech to 
the American people. 

New role for Reagan
Reagan, a former (= who used to be) movie 
star, represented the ‘New Right,’ a popular 
conservative movement. Reagan promised 
to lower taxes, and make the government 
smaller. The economy slowly improved and 
many Americans appreciated (= liked) 
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In August 1974, Nixon resigned. His successor, Gerald 
Ford, immediately pardoned Nixon for all the crimes 
he “committed or may have committed” while in office. 
The Watergate scandal changed American politics 
forever, and it also introduced a new way of speaking 
of political scandals – if, for example, a politician is 
accused of misusing* travel funds, it might be known 
as ‘Travelgate’.
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The Iran hostage crisis led to anger and protests in the US.
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Reagan’s budget policies*. His popularity 
led to an easy win for his vice president, 
George H. W. Bush, in 1988.

Battle over black gold
In August 1990, Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein ordered the invasion of Kuwait. This 
upset (= made unhappy) regional countries, 
including Saudi Arabia and Egypt. Saudi 

Arabia’s King Fahd, along with Kuwait’s 
government-in-exile, asked the US and other 
members of NATO for support.

On November 29, 1990, the UN Security 
Council authorized (= approved) the use of 
force if Iraq did not withdraw from (= leave) 
Kuwait by January 15. At this time, 
the coalition forces (= army) numbered 
750,000, including 540,000 US personnel 

Glossary*
to struggle – to have a difficult time
to serve – to be in public office (státní 

instituce) 
hostage – someone taken unlawfully as 

a prisoner to be exchanged for money 
or other demands by his captors

pro-Western dictator – leader that 
was orientated on the US and western 
views of the world; who favoured (liked) 
modern ideas

American interference – when America 
uses its political, economic or military 
power to influence the government of 
another country

to set sb free – to let sb go / to free sb
budget policies – decisions that 

concerned budget (rozpočet), 
money that is distributed to public 
departments

to declare – to make a formal public 
statement (prohlásit, vyhlásit)

to take office – to begin working in 
a government position

to misuse – to use sth (trips, food, 
etc.) wrongly for personal needs, 
pretending it was a business/official 
matter (zneužít) 

Answer the following questions.

1 Find a word in the text that means 
when a place was attacked quickly by 
many people. When used as a noun, 
the word usually refers to what happens 
during bad weather, when it is raining 
and you can hear thunder.

2 Find a word that means a bad 
characteristic, but when used with 
“president” means a president’s deputy, 
someone who becomes a president if 
the current president steps down (= has 
to resign) or dies.

task

(= people) and smaller forces from Britain, 
France, Germany, the Soviet Union, 
Japan, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Iraq had 
the support of Jordan, Algeria, the Sudan, 
Yemen, Tunisia and the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization. 

Persian Gulf War
The Persian Gulf War began after Hussein 
failed to withdraw from  Kuwait in January 
1991. After 42 days of attacks by the allied 
coalition in the air and on the ground, 
President Bush declared* a cease-fire (= an 
end to fighting) on February 28. By that 
time, most of the Iraqi forces in Kuwait had 
been defeated. 

The end of the Wall 
By the end of the war with Iraq, the Soviet 
Union was disintegrating (= falling apart). 
Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev, who 
took office* in 1985, introduced two 
policies: “glasnost” (political openness) 
and “perestroika” (economic reform). 
In 1989, every other communist state in 
the region replaced its government with 
a non-communist one. In November of that 
year, the Berlin Wall (which had divided East 
and West Germany) was finally destroyed. 
By 1991, the Soviet Union had fallen apart. 

People were surprised at how quickly 
the end came. For over 40 years the Soviet 
Union and the US had been fighting an 
economic and ideological battle to see what 
system, communist or capitalist, would 
dominate the world. And then suddenly, 
the Cold War was over.
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President Reagan and Premier Gorbachev: two leaders on opposite sides.

An American tank in battle during the Gulf War.

solution: 1 stormed, 2 vice


