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Dear teachers,
This file contains ideas for exercises to 
be used in your classes after reading the 
e‑book about Great Britain.

Activity Tips

LiTerary WorLD
Look at the following excerpt from the book. 
There are two possible prepositions in some of 
the sentences. Choose the correct one. 

The English love words and they love 
language, although as a general rule, they 
aren’t very good 1) in / at learning other 
languages. They love English and are proud 
2) for / of the great writers and artists the 
country has produced down the centuries. 
Shakespeare is an obvious example, but 
3) in / through modern times there are 
people like Harold Pinter, Alan Aykbourne, 
and Sir Tom Stoppard (actually a Czech, 
who has lived in Britain 4) from / since the 
1960s) whose plays are regarded as classics. 
Poetry is very popular in Britain and most 
large towns would have 5) at / for least 
one poetry group or ‘poetry workshop’ 
where people meet to develop their 
understanding of the craft 6) in /of poetry, 
and read their work together. [...]

Adult education is taken very seriously in 
Britain, and with more people living maybe 
twenty or thirty years 7) after / before 
their retirement age (currently 60 for 
women and 65 for men) studying is seen as 
a way of keeping mentally alert and making 
up 8) in / for educational opportunities 
missed during earlier life. The subjects 
studied can include a whole range of things 
9) from / since Archaeology to Zoology, 
and most colleges run adult education 
courses. There are even examples of 
people 10) at / in their seventies and older, 
successfully completing degree courses, 
and becoming specialists in their chosen 
subject.

Solution: 1) at, 2) of, 3) in, 4) since, 5) at, 6) of, 7) after, 8) for, 9) from, 
10) in

SenSe of Humour
Here is an extract from the first chapter of the book. Some of the words 
were taken out. for gaps 1–9, use the word given in CaPiTaLS at the 
end of the line to form a word that fits in the space. 

Most people who go to live in Britain tend to 
adopt the ‘British way of life’ which, along with 
a love of 1) .............., we can also characterise as 
one of tolerance for difference, respect for others’ 
2) .............., patience, and, although it is very hard 
to define, the British ‘sense of humour’. 

Comedy is one of Britain’s most 3) .............. 
industries, and one of its greatest exports. Every 
country has its own unique sense of humour, 
uniquely hard to define, but the British one is 
probably blacker, drier, and more self-mocking, 
more 4) .............. inventive than that of other 
countries. Probably most of the world is familiar 
with the antics of the Monty Python team, but 
hardly a week passes in Britain without some 
new, and even more 5) .............. comedy show 
appearing on television. The League of Gentlemen, 
a series that hilariously portrays the darker side of 
the typical ‘goings-on‘ in a typical English village, 
has been very 6) .............. over the past couple of 
years. 

This is not to say that if you travel around Britain 
you will find most people laughing their heads off; 
in fact, one gets the opposite 7) .............. . The 
British, like the Czechs, do not like to be interfered 
with, or bothered (or hassled) as they go about 
in public, and you might think that they look like 
a really 8) .............. bunch of people. Like the 
Czechs, the British are not very demonstrative, 
preferring to go about their business quietly and 
9) ................... [...]

DEPEND

PRIVATE
 

THRIVE
 
 

PURE

OUTRAGE

SUCCESS

IMPRESS

MISERY

OBTRUDE

Solution: 1) independence, 2) privacy, 3) thriving, 4) purely, 5) outrageous, 6) successful, 7) impression, 
8) miserable, 9) unobtrusively
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Listen to the chapter “Work and Play”. for questions 1–5 choose the correct 
answer: a, B or C. if you are not sure about some of the answers, listen again.

1. The British work
A) the same hours as people in Germany.
B) longer hours than people in Germany.
C) shorter hours than people in Germany.

2. nowadays about 40% of the British workforce is involved in
A) the manufacturing industry.
B) in high profile jobs such as management.
C) the service industry.

3. The phrase “Keeping up with the Joneses” means:
A) to have the latest news about your neighbours.
B) to have the same or even better things than your neighbours.
C) to compete with your neighbours at sports events.

4. The traditional British pastimes Do noT include:
A) going to plays
B) gardening
C) cricket

5. During the popular festival in Brocksworth, on the last 
monday in may people
A) dance in medieval costumes
B) chase cheeses down a hill
C) go to readings of famous authors

WorKinG HarD
in the chapter “Work and Play” some occupations are mentioned.  
Can you match the names of the jobs with their correct descriptions?

1. SoLiCiTor a) a person who fills the tank of your car, collects money, wipes the window

2. BarBer B) a man who prepares and serves drinks

3. SToCKBroKer C) a person who communicates with media for a company

4. Barman D) a man who cuts men’s hair and shaves their faces

5. PeTroL PumP aTTenDanT e) a type of lawyer who prepares legal documents and represents people in 
lower courts

6. PuBLiC reLaTionS 
ConSuLTanT

f) a person who trades shares and stocks for other people

Solutions: 1B, 2C, 3B, 4A, 5B

Solution: 1e, 2d, 3f, 4B, 5A, 6C

Work and Play pp. 12–14
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SCHooL Time
read the second part of chapter three about education in Great Britain.  
for questions 1–7, decide which of the statements are True (T) and which are faLSe (f).

T       f
In the UK it is obligatory to study until the age of 16. 1.    
You don’t have to pass A levels to get into university. 2.    
Sharing a flat is not common; students prefer to live in dormitories during their studies. 3.    
The tuition fee at the universities has been £3,000 per year since 2006. 4.    
The Student Loan System allows students to borrow money for tuition fees. 5.    
Students have to pass all 6. their exams to be able to continue the next semester.    
Before going to university you can have a year off to travel or to gain working experience.7.      

Solution: 1T, 2f, 3f, 4f, 5T, 6f, 7T

Try to answer the questions below using the different locations from the chapter “Travelling 
around england”. Some of them might be used more than once.

A) London   B) Liverpool   C) The Lake District   D) Dartmoor   E) Cornwall

Where can you visit the Castlerigg Stone Circle, a smaller version of Stonehenge?1. 
Which of these places is home to the2.  ‘English Riviera’, a popular seaside destination?
Where can you see the Derwentwater Demon?3. 
Where do you risk being shot because people practice firing guns there?4. 
Where are local people called ‘scousers’?5. 
Where can you find tors, pillars of grey rock?6. 
Which place is spread across 620 square miles?7. 
Where are people sick of tourists asking about the city celebrities?8. 

Travelling around England pp. 20–24

Travelling around England pp. 20–21

Solution: 1C, 2e, 3C, 4d, 5B, 6d, 7A, 8B

LonDon
Here is an excerpt from the chapter “Travelling around england”.  
Choose the correct form of numbers and measures. 

With a population of just under 1) 8 million / millions, London is Europe’s largest 
city, spreading across an area of more than 2) 620 square mile / miles from its 
centre on the river Thames. Ethnically, it’s also one of the continent’s most diverse, 
with around 3) two hundred / hundreds different languages, and more than 
4) 30 per cent / cents of the population made up of first- second- and third-
generation immigrants, many from Asia (particularly in the east end of the city). 

It’s true that London can be a thrilling place. 5) million / millions of pounds have 
been spent on renovating, rebuilding, and funding new projects across the city. 
The Tate Modern is a world-famous modern art gallery, while the London Eye is 
Europe’s largest ferris wheel – 6) 135 metre / metres high – slowly rotating to give 
incredible views across the whole panorama of the city.

Solution:  1) million, 2) miles, 3) hundred, 4) cent, 5) millions, 6) metres

Young People p. 18



4

WaLeS
read the excerpt from chapter five. Look at the words in bold. Choose the synonym from the 
box that best fits the context of the original text.

The relationship between England and Wales (Cymru in Welsh) has never been 
entirely easy. Constant disputes over the border between the two countries led 
the 8th-century Saxon King Offa to build a dyke to separate them. Today, a long-
distance footpath follows its route, from Chepstow in the south to Prestatyn in the 
north, still marking the old border. During Edward I’s reign the last native Welsh 
prince, Llewellyn, was killed, and Wales passed uneasily under English rule. Trouble 
flared again with the rebellion of Owen Glendower in the fifteenth century, but the 
Welsh prince Henry Tudor’s defeat of Richard III at the ‘Battle of Bosworth’ made him 
Henry VII of England, and this led to the 1536 Act of Union, which joined the two 
countries in the restless partnership which has lasted until today.

Word Synonyms

disputes conflicts, quarrels

dyke bank, wall

footpath pavement, track

route course, path

reign control, rule

flared burned, started

led to produced, resulted in

joined connected, united

ii. use the remaining words to fill in the sentences below:

Brian and Chris could never agree. They were always having …………. .1. 
From the castle to the valley was a long and winding ………….. .2. 
Great Britain and France are …………. by a new highway.3. 
He arrived home only to find that his house had …………. down.4. 
In the summertime, they would often take their lunch and sit on the ………….. .5. 
My district is terrible. There is always a lot of rubbish on the …………. . 6. 
In the past the factory …………. televisions as well as computers.7. 
Their teacher had no …………. over his class. The students did what they wanted.8. 

BounDary, BorDer or LimiT? 
The words boundary, border and limit are often 
confused in English. Boundary is the most general 
and applies to the edge of any defined space from 
a playing field to a country. In regards to countries, 
the line where a country’s power officially ends is 
usually called a border. When we have a page we call 
the edge of it the border as well. The edge of a city is 
often referred to as the city limit. There is no logical 
explanation for these differences. It is simply how the 
language has developed over time.

Solution: I. 1) conflicts, 2) wall, 3) track, 4) course, 5) rule, 6) started, 7) resulted in, 8) united
II. 1) quarrels, 2) path, 3) connected, 4) burned, 5) bank, 6) pavement, 7) produced, 8) control

Language Point
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