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B2 EnvironmEnt

Europe is Drowning
In Europe, flooding is a potential threat*, 
depending on location and weather. 
The Czech Republic has a history of severe 
(= very serious) floods, most recently in 
2002 and 2013.

One Saturday evening, on the first 
of June in 2013, heavy rain started 
falling across Central Europe. Small 
rivers overflowed* their banks, and then 
the bigger ones did, too. Flooding was 
the most severe in Bohemia and Moravia. 
People had to be evacuated from their 
homes, roads were closed, metro stations 
in Prague were flooded, and animals were 
moved from Prague’s zoo to higher, drier 
ground. In the villages and towns, local 
residents helped each other. The Czech 
Republic also accepted international help 
from Poland and Slovakia. 

This year, in 2016, there was serious 
flooding in Germany, France and Austria 
during the months of May and June. 
This was caused by heavy rainfall from 
slow‑moving thunderstorms in the region. 
The river Seine in Paris threatened to burst* 
its banks, and valuable artwork had to be 
moved out of the basement to upper floors in 
Paris’s most important museum, the Louvre.

More Water, Please!
In other years, there can be too little water 
for farmers to grow crops and look after 
their animals, and for people to drink. Why 
and how does this happen? 

In 2015, the Czech Republic suffered 
a severe drought*. Streams dried up and 
even those like Úterský potok, which has 

a large catchment area* (333.4 km²) in 
the Plzeň region, were as dry as a bag of 
bones. The Czech Hydrometeorological 
Institute explained why. 

From 2014 to 2015, snow fell only on 
the highest mountain peaks, and there was 
little or no winter snowfall at the lower and 
middle elevations*. Normally, the peak time 
for surface and groundwater is in March and 
April, as the snow melts. In the spring of 2015, 
there was only a little bit of melted water to 
recharge the rivers, soil and groundwater 
reservoirs*. To make things even worse, 
there was high atmospheric pressure over 
the whole Eurasia region through the spring 
and summer, so rainfall was only a quarter 
of normal. The result: a severe drought.
Nigel Haward (UK)

Sometimes It’s Too Much, 
Sometimes Not Enough 

Floods and Droughts
People in Europe usually have enough 
clean, usable water to last throughout 
the year. However, sometimes natural 
disasters strike the continent.

Glossary*
potential threat – sth bad that 

might happen
to overflow – when sth fills 

completely, and then anything 
extra comes out

to burst – to break from strong 
pressure or force

drought – a long period of time 
with little or no rain

catchment area – an area of land 
from which all surface water 

from rain and melting snow 
flows into a river or stream

elevation – height above sea level
reservoir – a place where water 

is stored

Forget walking. Get 
ready to swim to school.


