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B1–B2 New ZealaNd

Glossary*
to bother – to do something that 

another person (or creature) 
doesn’t like

wetsuit – a  piece of  clothing made 
of rubber that  covers the  whole  
body  and  keeps you  warm when 
you are  swimming

to abseil – to go down by  holding 
on to a  rope

eel – a  long,  thin, snake-like  fish
avalanche – a  large  amount of  ice,  

snow, and  rock  falling  quickly 
down the  side of a  mountain

to shear – to cut off a sheep’s wool 
using something like an electric 
razor

authentic – real and natural, not 
only designed to entertain tourists

The Waitomo Caves were first discovered by Maori people, 
who called them Waitomo from wai meaning water and 
tomo meaning hole. A typical guided tour of the caves takes 
you down three levels on foot. Then you get into a small boat 
that will take you into another part of the cave, which is in 
total darkness except for thousands of glow-worms. You 
have to stay silent to avoid bothering* the worms because 
they won’t glow if there is too much noise. 

If that is too gentle for your style, you can increase 
the adrenaline by taking a “black-water” tour of the caves 
instead. This means you travel the underground river on 
a black rubber tube (which is the inside part of a tyre). 
The water is freezing cold, so you have to wear a wetsuit*. 
To get into the cave you have to abseil* down a hole. Then 
you have to face the challenges of small spaces and dealing 
with sometimes rough water. Also be careful of the eels* that 
might think your hands are food! Hobbiton is located on private farmland 

and you have to arrange a tour to see it. On the tour, you will also 
get to see sheep – and not just the animal but a sheep show. This 
is a traditional show for tourists. You will learn about the sheep 
on the farm, and you will also get to see a sheep being sheared* 
by a shearer. It looks very uncomfortable for both the sheep and 
the shearer. In the right season, you also have the opportunity to 
bottle-feed a lamb.

Because Hobbiton is located in a farming region, you can even 
choose to stay on a real working farm. Accommodation choices 
range from the basic to the luxurious. It is a great option for 
tourists looking for the experience of “authentic*” New Zealand.

Experiencing 
New Zealand

Do you like really long walks? Sheep? Cold 
water? Look at what fun activities you can do in 
Milford Sound, Waitomo Caves and Hobbiton!

TraMping in THe SounD
The most common way to see Milford Sound is by boat. There are 
many cruise ships that tour the fjord. But another way to get there is 
by walking the Milford Track, which is the most famous hiking track 
in New Zealand. (Although in most English-speaking countries it is 
known as hiking, in New Zealand, walking in the wilderness is called 
“tramping”.) Walking the whole track is a big challenge, as it is more 
than 50 kilometres long. Yet it is so popular that in summer you have 
to book your place in advance, and you must complete the track in four 
days. During winter you can take as long as you like, but there’s a catch 
(= a hidden problem). Winter is also avalanche* season, and there are 
57 avalanche paths in the area.

going unDergrounD on a Tyre
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