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SEEING THROUGH OTHERS’ EYES: DIARIES IN LITERATUREThis lesson plan is designed for one 45-minute lesson.

TOPIC Literature, Diaries LEVEL B1 
LANGUAGE GOAL Learning about diaries, fi nding information in the text, free writingNUMBER OF LEARNERS small (5 +) and bigger groups of learners

TIME 45 minsMATERIALS Article “Seeing Through Others’ Eyes” pp. 6–7 
CD Tracks 1–4 Diary Excerpts 
Handouts

Give students Handout A and ask them to guess what type of 
text it is. Discuss with the class the questions about the text on 
the handout. Explain unknown words if necessary: print – potisk, 
baggy – plandavý, mirrored – zrcadlový.

1 LEAD IN

Reading and Speaking
Whole Class

N 5 mins

Handout A

2 READING / LISTENING

 Individual / Pair Work
N 15 mins

Show students the picture of Anne Frank on handout B and ask 
if anyone knows who the girl in the picture was and what she is 
famous for. Then ask students to read the introduction to Anne 
Frank on page 6 and read and / or listen to an excerpt from her 
diary. When they have fi nished, divide them into pairs and ask 
them to complete Handout B. Check the answers as a class and 
discuss the other questions about Anne Frank.

Reading for Detail / Listening / Gap–fill
“Seeing Through Others’ Eyes”, p. 6, Track 1, Handout B

3 LISTENING

Group Work
N 10 minsListening for Gist and for Detail, Finding Information about the Character

The class reads the rest of the article about diaries on p. 7. Ask 
them which diary they would be most interested in reading. Then 
divide the class into groups of 4 or 5, give each group Handout 
C and play track 3 for them. They have to identify  the author of 
the diary. Then play the track again and let students make notes 
about the diary entry. The groups report to the class what they 
have found out. Weaker students can use the printed excerpt on 
Handout C1.
Alternative: You can do similar exercises with two other diary 
excerpts: Adrian Mole and Marjorie Fleming. They are included on 
the last page of handouts and the recordings are on the Gate CD.

“Seeing Through Others’ Eyes”, p. 7, Handouts C, Track 3

Materials
Skills

A: 1 a diary / journal, 2 probably a girl (clothing / the boy band New Kids on 

the Block), 3 probably in the early 1990sB: 1 Amsterdam / the Netherlands, 2 Nazi, 3 13, 4 concentration, 5 Jewish, 

6 hide, 7 Van Daans, 8 school bag, 9 curlers / handkerchiefs, 10 cat, 
11 Marjorie
C: C), Arnold Spirit Jr, uSA, reservation, 20th century, teenager, being poor, 

not being able to realize one’s dreams, mother really good at reading and 

remembering, father musician, singerD: Similarities: Anne Frank and Arnold J. Spirit are both teenagers. They 

lived in the 20th century. They both lived in secluded places / special places: 

a reservation and a hiding place. They are both attacked because of their 

origin: Jewish / Native American. Both diaries are sad. They both drew in 

their diaries. Diff erences: Anne Frank was a real person / not a fi ctional 
character. They lived in diff erent parts of the world: the Netherlands vs uSA. 

Anne Frank had to hide / lived during the Second World War.
F: 1 Anne, 2 Adrian, 3 Marjorie, 4 Anne, 5 Arnold, 6 Adrian, 7 Arnold, 8 Marjorie

SOLUTIONS

4 SPEAKING
N 5 mins

The whole class discusses how diff erent and similar the two 
diarists are. They can use Handout D for ideas to discuss the 
similarities and diff erences. Introduce phrases for talking about 
similarities and diff erences (both, neither, similar, diff erent, etc.).

Speaking / Comparing and Contrasting
Handout D

Whole class

5 WRITING
Individual Work

Ask students to write their own diary entry. They can choose from 
the following topics:The best day of my holidayYesterday

On my birthday

Handout E
N 10 mins
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Materials
Skills

Grammar

THE NEW WORLD PARTYThis lesson plan is designed for 
one 45-minute lesson. The lesson 
plan includes speaking, reading, 
listening, writing and grammar.

TOPIC 
Thanksgiving 

LEVEL 
A2–B1 LANGUAGE GOAL Reading, writing and speaking about Thanksgiving, listening to a text about the fi rst Thanksgiving menu, practising past continuous

NUMBER OF LEARNERS small (5 +) and bigger groups of learnersTIME 
45 minsMATERIALS 
Article p. 10 “The New World Party”

 
CD Track 7, optional CD Track 8

 
Handouts

A: Connected with Thanksgiving: 
turkey (main meat eaten at Thanksgiving), Native Americans 

(helped the settlers with growing 
food and surviving), cranberry sauce 
(traditionally eaten with turkey), 
football (American football is played 
on Thanksgiving and many people 
watch the games on television.)
Not connected with Thanksgiving: 
jack o‘ lanterns (carved from 
pumpkins on Halloween), eggs 
(associated with Easter), fi reworks 
(associated with Independence Day 
in the US / Bonfi re Night in the UK)
B: Why? They had survived their 
fi rst year, most of them were 
healthy and they just collected 
their crops. How to celebrate? 
By having a big feast and party. 
Food? Meat, fi sh, vegetables, most 
probably not the types of food 
eaten nowadays like stuffi  ng and 
cranberry sauce. Guests? Colonists, 
their neighbours the Wampanoag.
Task in the magazine p. 10: 1 turkey, 
2 ducks, 3 geese, 4 ovens, 5 berries, 6 nuts, 7 sugar, 8 onions, 

9 cabbage, 10 potatoes, 11 pumpkin 
pies, 12 pumpkinC: 1 were talking, 2 (were) drinking, 

3 were eating, 4 (were) having, 
5 were feeling, 6 was walking, 
7 was looking, 8 was watching
Extra activitiesE: 1 Mother’s original plan: dinner at 3pm, turkey with chestnut stuffi  ng, pumpkin pie, 

Brian’s changes: dinner at 1pm 
(because Dallas Cowboys are 
playing), no chestnut stuffi  ng (Brian 
hates them) and pecan pie (Dad 
and Brian don’t like pumpkin pie), 
2 the seating, Brian will sit next to 
his aunt Getrude.F: 1 seafood, 2 Wampanoag, 

3 colonists, 4 vegetables, 5 harvest, 6 Massachusetts, 7 feast, 
8 EuropeansG: 1 In 1621 the colonists were 

feeling unhappy (pretty good).
2 Most of the colonists were 
healthy.
3 The colonists didn’t really call 
their feast a Thanksgiving feast.
4 The Wampanoag were very 
friendly to the colonists.5 Over the next few years, the 

colonists had other parties.H: 1 success, 2 healthy, 3 modern 
4 friendly, 5 nearby

SOLUTIONS

Students complete Handout D as homework, writing about three 

things for which they are thankful.

5 WRITING
Individual Work / Homework

Handout D

Write the following sentence from the article on the board “In 1621, 

the people of Plymouth Colony were feeling pretty good about 

themselves.” Elicit what tense “were feeling pretty good” is (past 

continuous). Elicit the form (was / were + verb + ing) and explain 

that we use past continuous to talk about a situation in progress at 

a certain point in the past. Direct their attention to Handout C and 

ask them, in pairs, to complete the exercise. Monitor and provide 

help as required. Then check answers as a class.

Past Continuous

4 GRAMMAR
Pair Work / Whole Class

N 10 mins

Give the students Handout A and divide them into pairs, then ask 

them which words are connected with Thanksgiving. Ask them if 

they know what the other words refer to. Check answers as a class.

Handout A 

1 LEAD IN

Speaking / Practising Vocabulary
Pair Work / Whole Class

N 5 mins

3 LISTENING

N 10 mins

N 10 mins

Tell the students they are going to listen to a recording about 

the menu of the fi rst Thanksgiving dinner. Before they listen, 

ask them to guess the foods they expect to hear. Then play the 

recording and ask them to fi ll in the gaps in the text on p. 10. Play 

the recording twice, then get the students to check their answers 

in pairs, then together as a class. Were they right about the foods 

they expected to be there?

Listening for Detail / Practising VocabularyTask p. 10

Individual Work / Pair Work / Whole Class

Students read the article on p. 10, “The New World Party”. Ask 

them to read the article to themselves quickly. Then split the 

students into small groups of three or four. Tell them to fi ll in 

Handout B together then check answers as a class.

2 READING

Individual Work / Small Groups / Whole Class“The New World Party” on p. 10, Handout B

Reading Comprehension / Speaking / Writing

N 10 mins

There are exercises for early fi nishers, including an 

extra Thanksgiving conversation, Track 8, Handout E.
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This TF contains exercises and activities that go with the articles in the magazine 

and the recordings on the Gate CD. The Recording Scripts can be downloaded from 

the website (www.bridge-online.cz) once you register with the password: secret.

Skills

Lest We Forget pp. 4–5

 Reading Comprehension / Speaking

Read the article about Remembrance Day and answer the questions.

1 What is Remembrance Day? Where is it celebrated?

2 When exactly is Remembrance Day honoured (time / day /

month)?3 Which war ended on Remembrance Day?

4 What is the name of the monument in London where most 

of the ceremonies take place?

5 How long is the silence people observe (= držet) to 

remember all soldiers?
6 Why is a poppy the symbol of Remembrance Day?

7 When is “The Last Post“ played?

8 Can you guess how many British soldiers died in the First 

World War (including soldiers from the colonies)?

The American South 1 pp. 8–9

 Geography / HistoryTask 1
Label the missing southern states on the map.

Task 2
Which city goes where? Match each city with the correct state. Use 

a map to check your answers.

Task 3
Read the article and listen to track 5 and discuss 

what happened in the South during these years.

A 1607
B 18th–19th centuriesC 1861–1865D 1863

E 1903

1 Virginia2 North Carolina3 South Carolina4 Florida
5 Georgia6 Kentucky7 Tennessee

A Nashville (the capital city of 

the state)B Miami (a famous holiday resort)

C Charleston (the oldest city in 

the state)D Richmond (the capital city of 

the state)E Lexington (a town famous for 

a horse race)F Atlanta (the capital city of the 

state)
G Charlotte (the largest city in the 

state; has an American football 

team called the Panthers)

1

WestVirginiaKentucky

Alabama

Arkansas
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NOVEMBER 2017

Materials
Skills

Grammar

THE NEW WORLD PARTY

This lesson plan is designed for 

one 45-minute lesson. The lesson 

plan includes speaking, reading, 

listening, writing and grammar.

TOPIC 
Thanksgiving 

LEVEL 
A2–B1 

LANGUAGE GOAL Reading, writing and 

speaking about Thanksgiving, 

listening to a text about the 

fi rst Thanksgiving menu, 

practising past continuous

NUMBER OF LEARNERS small (5 +) and bigger groups 

of learners

TIME 
45 mins

MATERIALS 
Article p. 10 “The New World Party”

 
CD Track 7, optional CD Track 8

 
Handouts

A: Connected with Thanksgiving: 

turkey (main meat eaten at 

Thanksgiving), Native Americans 

(helped the settlers with growing 

food and surviving), cranberry sauce 

(traditionally eaten with turkey), 

football (American football is played 

on Thanksgiving and many people 

watch the games on television.)

Not connected with Thanksgiving: 

jack o‘ lanterns (carved from 

pumpkins on Halloween), eggs 

(associated with Easter), fi reworks 

(associated with Independence Day 

in the US / Bonfi re Night in the UK)

B: Why? They had survived their 

fi rst year, most of them were 

healthy and they just collected 

their crops. How to celebrate? 

By having a big feast and party. 

Food? Meat, fi sh, vegetables, most 

probably not the types of food 

eaten nowadays like stuffi  ng and 

cranberry sauce. Guests? Colonists, 

their neighbours the Wampanoag.

Task in the magazine p. 10: 1 turkey, 

2 ducks, 3 geese, 4 ovens, 

5 berries, 6 nuts, 7 sugar, 8 onions, 

9 cabbage, 10 potatoes, 11 pumpkin 

pies, 12 pumpkin

C: 1 were talking, 2 (were) drinking, 

3 were eating, 4 (were) having, 

5 were feeling, 6 was walking, 

7 was looking, 8 was watching

Extra activities

E: 1 Mother’s original plan: 

dinner at 3pm, turkey with 

chestnut stuffi  ng, pumpkin pie, 

Brian’s changes: dinner at 1pm 

(because Dallas Cowboys are 

playing), no chestnut stuffi  ng (Brian 

hates them) and pecan pie (Dad 

and Brian don’t like pumpkin pie), 

2 the seating, Brian will sit next to 

his aunt Getrude.

F: 1 seafood, 2 Wampanoag, 

3 colonists, 4 vegetables, 

5 harvest, 6 Massachusetts, 7 feast, 

8 Europeans

G: 1 In 1621 the colonists were 

feeling unhappy (pretty good).

2 Most of the colonists were 

healthy.

3 The colonists didn’t really call 

their feast a Thanksgiving feast.

4 The Wampanoag were very 

friendly to the colonists.

5 Over the next few years, the 

colonists had other parties.

H: 1 success, 2 healthy, 3 modern 

4 friendly, 5 nearby

SOLUTIONS

Students complete Handout D as homework, writing about three 

things for which they are thankful.

5 WRITING
Individual Work / Homework

Handout D

Write the following sentence from the article on the board “In 1621, 

the people of Plymouth Colony were feeling pretty good about 

themselves.” Elicit what tense “were feeling pretty good” is (past 

continuous). Elicit the form (was / were + verb + ing) and explain 

that we use past continuous to talk about a situation in progress at 

a certain point in the past. Direct their attention to Handout C and 

ask them, in pairs, to complete the exercise. Monitor and provide 

help as required. Then check answers as a class.

Past Continuous
4 GRAMMAR

Pair Work / Whole Class

N 10 mins

Give the students Handout A and divide them into pairs, then ask 

them which words are connected with Thanksgiving. Ask them if 

they know what the other words refer to. Check answers as a class.

Handout A 

1 LEAD IN

Speaking / Practising Vocabulary

Pair Work / Whole Class

N 5 mins

3 LISTENING

N 10 mins

N 10 mins

Tell the students they are going to listen to a recording about 

the menu of the fi rst Thanksgiving dinner. Before they listen, 

ask them to guess the foods they expect to hear. Then play the 

recording and ask them to fi ll in the gaps in the text on p. 10. Play 

the recording twice, then get the students to check their answers 

in pairs, then together as a class. Were they right about the foods 

they expected to be there?

Listening for Detail / Practising Vocabulary

Task p. 10

Individual Work / Pair Work / Whole Class

Students read the article on p. 10, “The New World Party”. Ask 

them to read the article to themselves quickly. Then split the 

students into small groups of three or four. Tell them to fi ll in 

Handout B together then check answers as a class.

2 READING
Individual Work / Small Groups / Whole Class

“The New World Party” on p. 10, Handout BReading Comprehension / Speaking / Writing

N 10 mins

There are exercises for early fi nishers, including an 

extra Thanksgiving conversation, Track 8, Handout E.
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dear readers ,What’s
inside December is here, the year is finally 

coming to an end and that can only 
mean one thing – Christmas! Have 
you been good this year? Have you 
done all your Christmas shopping 
yet? Are you ready to eat and 
eat until you can’t eat any more? 
Whether you’ve been naughty 
or nice, Gate is here with some 
Christmas fun. We have a big quiz 
for you to try to see how much you 
know about the festive period. We 
will also look at some Christmas 
songs recorded by different artists – 
have a listen and decide who you 
think sang them best. We will be in 
a galaxy far, far away for the biggest 
film of December (and maybe the 
year) Star Wars: The Last Jedi, 
meet some Xmas animals, and we 
will also see what happens when 
Christmas goes horribly wrong…
But for those of you who have had 
enough of Christmas already we 
will also visit the Deep South of the 
USA, learn about some famous DJs 
and look back on the Civil Rights 
Movement. Hopefully you will find 
lots to keep you busy until the 
decorations come down.

Merry Christmas
and a Happy
New Year from
all of us at Gate!

Liam
and the
Gate team

Role-play a dialogue with your partner.

A Call technical support with a simple computer 

problem.

B Politely tell the caller your name and ask what the 

problem is.

A Say the computer screen is black.

B Suggest turning the computer off and on again.

A Explain that you’ve tried that already.

B Ask if the computer is plugged in (= zapojený do 

zásuvky).

A Say it is not. Plug it in, the computer starts working.

B Ask if there’s anything else you can help with.

A Say no, and thank them for their help.

B Tell them it’s no problem and say goodbye.

Task 4

Task 2 Choose two pictures 

and compare them.

Task 3 How much time do 

you spend on the 

computer? What do you do?

Task 1 Talk to your classmate 

about your mobile 

devices. do you have a mobile 

phone, smartphone or tablet? 

What features do they have? 

What apps do you use?

02

03

01

05

04
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December Bonuses
for Subscribers of 11 or More 
Copies of the Magazine

4 Quiz 
The Great Big Christmas Quiz

6 Tradition 
A Traditional Family Christmas… Gone Horribly 
Wrong 

8 Road Trip USA 
The Deep South

10 History 
Enough Is Enough

12 People 
The Inuit – The People of the North

14 Music 
The Battle of the Christmas Songs

15 Film 
The Last Jedi

16 Music 
Hitting the Dance Floor

18 Animals 
The Birds and Beasts of Christmas  

19 Puzzles 
Brain Training

TF doplňující cvičení v Teachers' File nahrávka k článku

GATE 03 | NOVEMBER 2017 | Volume 06 | TEACHERS’ FILE

AcTiviTy TiPS
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This TF contains exercises and activities that go with the articles in the magazine 

and the recordings on the Gate CD. The Recording Scripts can be downloaded from 

the website (www.bridge-online.cz) once you register with the password: secret.

Skills

Lest We Forget pp. 4–5

 Reading Comprehension /
 Speaking

Read the article about Remembrance Day and answer the questions.

1 What is Remembrance Day? Where is it celebrated?

2 When exactly is Remembrance Day honoured (time / day /

month)?

3 Which war ended on Remembrance Day?

4 What is the name of the monument in London where most 

of the ceremonies take place?

5 How long is the silence people observe (= držet) to 

remember all soldiers?

6 Why is a poppy the symbol of Remembrance Day?

7 When is “The Last Post“ played?

8 Can you guess how many British soldiers died in the First 

World War (including soldiers from the colonies)?

The American South 1 pp. 8–9

 Geography / History

Task 1

Label the missing southern states on the map.

Task 2

Which city goes where? Match each city with the correct state. Use 

a map to check your answers.

Task 3

Read the article and listen to track 5 and discuss 

what happened in the South during these years.

A 1607

B 18th–19th  centuries

C 1861–1865

D 1863

E 1903

1 Virginia

2 North Carolina

3 South Carolina

4 Florida

5 Georgia

6 Kentucky

7 Tennessee

A Nashville (the capital city of 

the state)

B Miami (a famous holiday resort)

C Charleston (the oldest city in 

the state)

D Richmond (the capital city of 

the state)

E Lexington (a town famous for 

a horse race)

F Atlanta (the capital city of the 

state)

G Charlotte (the largest city in the 

state; has an American football 

team called the Panthers)

1

West

Virginia

Kentucky

Alabama
Arkansas
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12 The Inuit have lived 
for hundreds of 

years in the coldest and 
most hostile parts of the 
world. What was their
life like in the past
and how do
they live now?
Find out in
our article.

8 If you prefer warmer weather, the Deep South is the place to go. You 
can try great Southern food, visit Mardi Gras in New Orleans, Louisiana 

and meet real cowboys in Texas. Learn more in our US Road Trip series.
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points __ / 5

Song 1 Song 2 Song 3 Song 4 Song 5

Christmas is just 
around the corner 

and it’s time to 
find out how much 

you know about 
everybody’s favourite 
holiday with our Great 

Big Christmas Quiz. 
With a partner, answer 

the questions and 
count your scores. 

Are you a Christmas 
angel or a Christmas 

pudding?

Th
E

 G
r
ea
t

B
iG

Ch
r
is
tm
as

Q
U

iZ

Part Two
music Round
Listen to excerpts 
from five Christmas 
songs on the Gate CD 
and match the song 
to its title. Warning! 
The songs are a little 
bit different from how 
you might normally 
hear them.

points __ / 5

*mince pie – a sweet pastry filled with candied fruit

Part One
Christmas Around 
the World
Christmas is celebrated in 
many places around the 
world, but in very different 
ways. Can you match the 
tradition to the country?

A Ukraine B Japan C Ireland D Australia E South Africa

2 Here Christmas 
is often celebrated 
on the beach with 
a barbecue.

4 If you think KFC food is a strange thing 
to eat at Christmas, what about deep fried 
caterpillars (= smažené housenky)? This is 
a common Christmas snack in this country.

1 In this country, 
people leave something 
out for Father Christmas 
to eat and drink – mince 
pies* and a type of 
strong, black beer.

3 Although it is not a Christian 
country, Christmas is still very 
popular here. However, they 
do not have turkey or ham; 
instead families love to visit 
KFC on Christmas Day.

5 Like many other countries, 
here people like to decorate 
a Christmas tree. But they 
also put straw (= slaměný) 
decorations called spiders in 
their houses.

A Jingle Bells

B Silent Night

C All I Want for 
Christmas Is You

D Happy Xmas 
(War Is Over)

E Santa Claus 
Is Comin’ to 

TownLIAM PEACH (UK)
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points __ / 5

points __ / 5points __ / 5points __ / 5

30–21 points
You definitely 

know your 
Christmas stuff.

Fewer than 
11 points

Oh dear! Do you 
even know what 

Christmas is?

20–11 points
Not bad, but you 

still have lots 
to learn about 

Christmas.

40–31 points
You are a Christmas 

expert. Is there 
anything about 
Christmas you 
don’t know?

Part Three
Film / TV
Films and television 
are a very big part of 
Christmas. What Christmas 
TV programmes and films 
are being described here?

Part Six
Picture round
Can you solve the picture puzzles 
to make five things associated with 
Christmas?

Results

points __ / 10

S D P R E S E N T E R A

A T R T R E A D E E R N

N S o W E W I S E H A y

T y o C L U A D L M L C

A A M o K E N R W R y A

C H R E R I I o S T M N

A A S E E A N N D A H D

C A P R P S y G N E W L

y E A T U R K E y R ! E

Part Seven
Wordsearch
Find ten Christmas 
words in the 
wordsearch. The 
remaining letters will 
spell out a Christmas 
message. What is it?

Part Five
Grammar Round
Can you correct the 
grammar mistakes in these 
Christmas sentences?

Part Four
USA vs UK
Christmas is pretty similar in the UK and USA, 
but there are some differences. Are these 
traditions part of a UK or US Christmas?

1 Here the man who brings 
presents is called Father Christmas.

2 Here people love to drink a special 
drink called eggnog. It is made from 
milk, cream, sugar and eggs and 
sometimes contains brandy or rum.

1 Every Christmas 
we are eating 
turkey at Christmas.

3 In Christmas 
Day we open 
our presents 
on the morning.

4 Oh dear! I’ve 
ate too much food.

5 Presents is bringed 
by Father Christmas 
on Christmas Eve.

2 If you will wrap 
the presents, I will 
decorate the tree.

3 Not many people eat turkey for 
Christmas here. Most families have 
ham or beef on Christmas Day, or even 
a Chinese takeaway (= jídlo s sebou).

4 A popular Christmas Day 
tradition is to go to the pub. Many 
people go to greet their friends and 
have a few beers before lunch.

1 A family flies to Paris for Christmas but 
they leave something very important behind.

2 A dog is abandoned (= opuštěn) on 
Christmas Eve and finds a new home.

3 An angry creature steals everyone’s 
presents but still can’t ruin Christmas.

4 A mean (= lakomý) man is visited 
by ghosts on Christmas Eve.

5 One character breaks a little girl’s leg and must 
help her sell cookies. Another character sells 
Christmas trees which makes another character sad.

5 Pulling a cracker is an important 
part of the Christmas meal. Two people 
each take an end of the cracker and 
pull as hard as they can. The cracker 
opens with a “crack” and inside are 
a joke, a paper hat and a small toy.

Home Alone

Friends Xmas

The SimpsonsThe Grinch
A Christmas 

Carol

yyy +

+

++

+ +

l+ +
1

2

3

4

5

Solutions
in TF!
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I’m English, but my parents moved 1 ____________ Prague 

when I was six years old. I still remember our first Christmas 

here. Or at least I remember the turkey. We had a Czech 

Christmas 2 ____________ some friends 3 ____________ the 

24th, but my mum wanted us to have a traditional English 

Christmas on the 25th. Nowadays you can get a turkey at Tesco 

or Lidl quite easily, but back then it 4 ____________ very rare1. My mum 

went to shop after shop looking 5 ____________ turkey. She complained 

about2 how hard it was. Then she told us that she’d had a brilliant idea.

So on Christmas Day, we were all sitting 6 ___________ the table. Everything

was perfect. The candles in the wreath3 were lit. And from the

kitchen there were the beautiful smells 7 ____________ roast

potatoes and parsnips4, Brussels sprouts5, chestnut

stuffing6 – and mmmmmm! Turkey!

My mum came through from the kitchen and

8 ____________ the “turkey” proudly on the table.

It was terrifying. It had about ten legs, pointing7 out

in every direction, and at least six wings down its

“back”. My mum says I started crying 9 ____________

I saw it (I don’t remember that bit).

You see, my mum never found a whole turkey. But one 

supermarket had turkey legs and another had some turkey wings, 

so she bought 10 ____________ all, and sewed8 them together.

I can’t
imagine

a horrible,
cold, snowy

Christmas. Christmas
means barbecues

on the beach. My dad,
though, he always
wanted us to have
a “real Christmas”.

That’s what he
called it when we were kids.

One year, when I was 10 years
old, Dad decided he would give us

the “real Christmas” experience.
He’s not a very good cook, so he burned

some traditional Czech Christmas sweets for
us. He made potato salad and bought a carp9 (and

 yes, there are European carp in Australian rivers; they
are a big environmental problem because they eat the eggs
of native fish). And he turned the living room into a winter

scene, with cotton-wool10 “snow” everywhere. And, as another
Czech tradition, he hung sparklers11 on the tree.

On Christmas Eve we sat around the tree. Dad looked very happy. 
He sang us some Czech carols, then he lit the sparklers. It is 

amazing how fast cotton-wool catches fire when a spark lands12

on it. First the cotton-wool “snow” burned, then the tree
caught fire, then the curtains. No one was hurt, but the living

room was completely destroyed. My dad’s pretty handy13,
and he repaired it himself over the next few months.

But even today we can’t say “Czech
Christmas” in front of my mum.

TRADiTioN A2–B1

A Traditional
FAMILY
Christmas

...Gone
Horribly
WronG

Can you fill in the missing 
words in the first story?

Task 1

Emily, Australia

MidsuMMer*

snow

Thomas, The Czech Republic

The day of The MuTanT Turkey I’ve lived all my life in
Sydney, but I’m only
half Ozzie*. My dad
emigrated here from
Czechoslovakia in the
1980s, so I’m half
Czech as well. 
I love Christmas in Oz.

Family and tradition make Christmas
very special. Well, sometimes

maybe a bit too special. here, three young
people tell us about Christmases that

went hilariously, horribly wrong.
PAUL-FARRINGToN DoUGLAS (UK)

oops!

6 Gate December | 2017

tracks
7–9



When I was really small, I was really, really 
scared of Santa. You think that’s silly? 
He’s a weird old man who knows everything 
you do. He climbs down the chimney14 at 
night (never mind that our house didn’t have 
a chimney) and comes into your bedroom 
when you are asleep. Oh, and he has a beard. 
I was scared of men with beards.

Michael,

The USA

The sanTa
Trappers (= lovci)

Years later, I had a friend who was also scared 
of Santa. His parents took him to a therapist. 
My dad, though? He’s cool, and a little bit 
crazy. He said I was right to be scared of Santa. 
He said it showed that I was smart. And he 
said we should talk to Santa about it. So, he 
said, there was only one thing to do.

We had to catch Santa.

It became our Christmas tradition to set Santa 
traps15. On Christmas morning there was 
always some sign that we nearly got him. 
One time we found a piece of red cloth from 
his suit. Once there were footprints16 running 
across the living room floor from the (electric) 
fireplace to the open window. Then one year 
our trap “killed” an elf. There was green blood 
everywhere, a foot by the fireplace, an arm on 
the floor (made of coloured cake icing17). After 
that, Santa never came again.

So we started trying to trap the Easter Bunny 
instead.

hey?!

1 rare  [reə(r)] – vzácný
2 to complain about something 

 [kəmˈpleɪn] – stěžovat si na něco
3 wreath  [riːθ] – věnec
4 parsnip  [ˈpɑːsnɪp] – tuřín
5 Brussels sprouts 

 [brʌslz ˈspraʊts] – 
růžičková kapusta

6 chestnut stuffing  [ˈtʃesnʌt 
ˈstʌfɪŋ] – kaštanová nádivka

7 to point  [pɔɪnt] – ukazovat
8 to sew  [səʊ] – šít
9 carp  [kɑːp] – kapr
10 cotton-wool  [kɒtn ˈwʊl] – vata
11 sparkler  [ˈspɑːklə(r)] – prskavka
12 spark lands  [spɑːk lændz] – 

jiskra přistane
13 handy  [ˈhændi] – šikovný
14 chimney  [ˈtʃɪmni] – komín
15 trap  [træp] – past
16 footprint  [ˈfʊtprɪnt] – stopa
17 icing  [ˈaɪsɪŋ] – cukrová poleva

Vocabulary

midsummer – the middle of 
summer; Christmas is in the 
middle of summer in Australia
Ozzie (also Aussie) – informal 
for an Australian
Oz – Australia

Glossary

Discuss

What things can go wrong at 
Christmas?

Have you ever had your own 
little Christmas disaster? What 
happened? Have you ever received 
a bad present?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN TF

TaskTask 2 What Christmas traditions are mentioned in the article? (Write 
words / phrases connected to the Christmas in each country.)

AustraliaEngland CR USA
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A2–B1

The AmericAn SouTh 2
The Deep SouTh

LA
AL

TX

AR
MS

TF

Welcome to the Deep 
South. Do you know where 
you are? You are in the 
most southern of the 
southern United States. 
The Deep South is made 
up of mississippi, Alabama, 
louisiana, Arkansas and 
Texas. These states are in 
the lower middle of the US.
PATRICK PHILLIPS (USA)

The total population of the Deep South 
is about 42 million, and over half of 
them live in Texas. The region covers 
over 1.2 million square kilometers, and 
yes, over half of that is Texas! There are 
not many mountains in the Deep South. 
Mostly there are forests and plains1. 
If you like the beach, then the Deep 
South is for you: every state except for 
Arkansas has beautiful beaches on the 
Gulf of Mexico (= Mexický záliv).

People & Landscape

CD liSTENiNG

Listen to 
a recording about 
New Orleans.

To people in the North, 
Southerners talk funny. But 
that’s okay because Southerners 
think people in the North talk 
funny too. You cannot talk 
about Southern English without 
talking about y’all [jɔːl]. Y’all is 
short for you all. No one says 
you all, but every southerner 
says y’all. Yankees (people from 
the North) say you guys instead 
of y’all. But Southerners know 
that not everyone is a guy.

Southerners also make vowels (= samohlásky) longer 
when they speak. This is called a Southern drawl.

Come Here Y’all!
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The food in the Deep South is really 
great. The four coastal2 states have 
wonderful seafood. 

The most popular food in Texas is called 
Tex-Mex. It is the Texas version of 
Mexican food. It is so tasty that many 
Mexicans like it better than Mexican 
food. It is also very spicy3, so be careful if 
you try it, your mouth might catch fire4.

In Louisiana, Cajun food is very popular. 
The Cajuns are the French-Americans 
who have lived in Louisiana since it was 
part of France. The food is spicy and 
very tasty. It has a lot of seafood and 
sausage and great sauces.

The other states have great food too. 
Fried chicken is extremely popular. Corn 
is also very popular. It is common to 
eat it on the cob5, with butter and salt. 
If you don’t want it like that, you can 
always have cornbread. Cornbread is 
made from a combination of white and 
corn flour6 and is really great.

And then 
there are 
frogs. Yes, 

people in 
the Deep South 

eat frogs. But it 
is not as phooey7 as 

it sounds. They only eat the 
legs. The frogs that live in the Deep 
South can be quite big, so their legs are 
about the same size as chicken legs. It´s 
a very popular and tasty meal.

segregation – separating people 
because of their race (= rasa)
Dixie – the nickname for the 
Southern states, especially those 
that formed the Confederacy

Glossary

1 plain  [pleɪn] – planina, pláň
2 coastal  [ˈkəʊstl] – pobřežní
3 spicy  [ˈspaɪsi] – pálivý, kořeněný
4 to catch fire  [kætʃ ˈfaɪə(r)] – začít hořet
5 on the cob  [kɒb] – kukuřice jedená z klasu
6 flour  [ˈflaʊə(r)] – mouka
7 phooey  [ˈfuːi] – fuj, nechutný
8 to develop  [dɪˈveləp] – vyvinout se
9 influence  [ˈɪnfluəns] – vliv
10 hot springs  [hɒt sprɪŋz] – termální prameny
11 cattle  [ˈkætl] – dobytek
12 oil  [ɔɪl] – ropa

Vocabulary

funnily (adverb) (BrE) × funny (AmE)

BrE vs AmE

Can you guess the Deep South 
state from the clues?

Task

A Hurricane Katrina, Mardi Gras, Cajuns

D Protests by African-Americans, 
meteorite, Montgomery

E Hot springs, mountains, Little Rock

C Cows, spicy food, Houston

B Mark Twain, big river, white flower

→ SoLUTIoNS IN TF

Mississippi
capital Jackson
population 3.0m
nickname The Magnolia State
Mississippi is mostly famous for two 
things: First, for the Mississippi River 
(the second longest river in the US), and 
second, for being really hard to spell. 
Blues music comes from Mississippi. It 
developed8 from the songs sung by slaves.

Now let’s take a closer look at each state:Tex-Mex, Cajun 
and Frogs

Alabama
capital Montgomery
population 4.8m
nickname The Heart of Dixie*
The fight against segregation*, and 
for equal rights (= stejná práva) for 
African Americans started in Alabama. 
Read more about this on pp. 10–11. This 
state also has a strange connection to 
outer space. The rocket that took Neil 
Armstrong to the moon was made in 
Huntsville, Alabama. And in 1954 Ann 
Hodges, of Oak Grove, Alabama, became 
the only person to be hit by a meteorite. 
Fortunately, Mrs Hodges survived.

Texas
capital Austin
population 28.0m
nickname The Lone Star 
State (because of the flag)
Texas is the only state that was a country 
before it joined the US. The Republic of 
Texas existed from 1836 to 1845. Texas 
is also the only state that the US invited 
to join. Texans are very proud of these 
facts. You can meet cowboys here as 
there are more than 12 million cattle11 
in this state, and also see an armadillo 
(= pásovec), the state animal. Texas is 
also famous for oil12 production.

Louisiana
capital Baton Rouge
population 4.7m
nickname The Pelican State
Louisiana was French and the French 
influence9 is everywhere in the state. 
New Orleans is the home of Mardi 
Gras, a big party similar to masopust. 
Over a million people from around the 
world go to New Orleans for Mardi Gras 
every year. The event always opens on 
a Tuesday, and the name Mardi Gras is 
French for Fat Tuesday.

Arkansas
capital Little Rock
population 3.0m
nickname The Natural State
Arkansas has the only mountains in the 
Deep South. The Ozark Mountains are 
partly in the north of the state. Arkansas 
is known for its hot springs10. There is 
even a town called Hot Springs.

So that’s the Deep South, I hope 
you enjoyed your visit. Bye y’all!
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EnoUgh iS
The story of the African-American fight for equality cannot 

be told without mentioning slavery2. in 1619 the first 
20 Africans were brought to Virginia by British people and 
forced to3 work as slaves. Slavery was brutal and horrible. 

Black people were treated4 like animals, or worse. it was 
a very bad time in American history. Finally, in 1863, President 

lincoln said, “Enough!” and made all slaves free people.

PEPPUR CHAMBERS (USA)

ThE SAmE RIGHTS9

Many black people felt the same way. They 
were afraid of white people, too. They wanted 
to be separate and safe and make their 
own lives. They wanted to have their own 
restaurants, their own neighborhoods, banks 
and stores. However, because of racism, most 
white people had more money than most black 
people and this brought tension10. Everyone 
did not have the same opportunities to get 
good jobs, or to buy homes or to go to school 
to get a good education. Things were not fair. 
Blacks wanted the same rights as white people 
in America. They wanted equality.

ThE CiVil RiGhTS 
moVEmENT 
(= hnutí za občanská 
práva)

A movement started 
to end racism and 
discrimination in the 
Southern US. From 
1954–1968 there were 
riots11 and lynchings*. 
Cities across America 

were burning as people fought violently against one another. 
People were divided. Many wanted Jim Crow laws to stay 
the same and many wanted change. Those who fought 
for change became known as “freedom fighters”. These 
people, both black and white, fought together to end racial 
segregation and discrimination. They fought against racism.

miNE, NoT YoURS
Many white people thought they were 
better than blacks and were afraid 
of them. White people did not want 
black people in their restaurants, and 
they did not want black people to use 
public toilets or even public drinking 
fountains8. The Southern states 
introduced laws, called 
Jim Crow laws, which 
separated black people 
from whites. This was 
called segregation.

hATE CAllED RACiSm
Although slavery ended, it had a long-
lasting effect5 on the American 
people. White people thought black 
people were bad. They thought that 
because their skin was dark and they 
looked different and spoke a different 
language black people (Africans 
back then) were not actually people 
at all. In fact, blacks were not even 
considered citizens6 of the USA until 
a law was passed in 1868.The practice 
of using black people as slaves and 
treating them badly led to7 racism 
and hate for them.

ENoUGh
A f r i c A n  A m e r i c A n s  f o r   e q u A l i t y 1
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1 equality  [iˈkwɒləti] – rovnost
2 slavery  [ˈsleɪvəri] – otrokářství
3 to be forced  [fɔːst] – být donucen
4 to treat  [triːt] – zacházet
5 long-lasting effect  [lɒŋˈlɑːstɪŋ 
ɪˈfekt] – dlouhodobý dopad

6 citizen  [ˈsɪtɪzn] – občan
7 to lead to  [liːd] – vést k něčemu
8 drinking fountain  [ˈdrɪŋkɪŋ 
faʊntən] – pítko

9 right  [raɪt] – právo
10 tension  [ˈtenʃn] – napětí
11 riot  [ˈraɪət] – nepokoj

Vocabulary

lynching – killing someone 
for an alledged (= údajný) 
crime without a legal trial 
(= soudní proces)
boycott – not buying or 
using something

Glossary

EnoUgh iS
mAJoR momENTS

FREEDom WiNS America today is nothing 
like the 1960s. When Barack Obama became the 
first African-American president, Americans said 
“Yes We Can!” for progress. Is the racial climate 
(= situace) perfect? No. Is it better? Absolutely.

Discuss

What was the Civil Rights movement? When? Where?

What did it win?

What is the situation of African-Americans nowadays?

What do you know about police violence?

Do you know any important African-American leaders?

This arTicle is accompanied 
by a lesson plan.

A court (= soud) decided to end 
segregation in American public schools.

1954ENoUGh
A f r i c A n  A m e r i c A n s  f o r   e q u A l i t y 1

1955–56

1957

CIVIL RIGHTS 
ACT (= zákon) 
OF 1964 
The act finally 
banned (= zakázal) 
discrimination 
based on “race, 
color, religion, sex 
or national origin”. This was the end of the Jim 
Crow laws, and other types of job and housing 
(= bydlení) discrimination. A year later there 
was an act stopping discrimination in voting.

1964

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA BUS 
BOYCOTT* 
Public buses were segregated. Black 
people had to sit in the back of the 
bus. If a black person was sitting and 
there was not a seat for a white person, 
the black person had to stand. A black 
woman, Rosa Parks, refused to give up 
(= vzdát se) her seat. She was arrested. 
Blacks in Montgomery said, “No More!” 
and 50,000 Blacks (90 % of the black 
population) boycotted the bus system for 
381 days. This boycott reduced money for 
the bus company and got the attention of 
Congress. In 1956, a federal court ordered 
the buses to be desegregated and the 
boycott ended. Ms Parks is known as “The 
Mother of the Civil Rights Movement”.

LITTLE ROCK NINE, 
ARKANSAS 
Nine black students wanted to 
go to a white high school but the 
Arkansas governor (= guvernér) 
and white people stopped them. 
President Eisenhower sent troops 
to protect the black students and 
take them to the school.

MARTIN LUTHER KING 
IS ASSASSINATED 
Dr King was an important civil rights leader and was a big part 
of the Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
He was given the Nobel Peace Prize. His death shocked the world.

1968
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A2–B1

ThE iNUiT
The People of the North

liFE
The environment has a big effect (= dopad) 
on Inuit culture. 

ThE hoUSES oF SNoW
There isn’t any wood or mud2 in the Arctic, 
so the Inuit learned to make houses from 
snow and ice. They were nomads*, so 
they left their snow houses and made new 
ones quite easily. Today, most Inuit live in 
modern homes and stay there all year. They 
also needed very warm clothing to survive 
the cold weather. They made clothes from 
caribou3 or seal skin, and fur4 from polar 
bears, rabbits and foxes.

ThE ARCTiC mENU
It is impossible to grow fruit or vegetables 
in the Arctic, so before they had 
supermarkets, almost everything the 
Inuit ate was meat. They ate a lot of 
animal fat, which gave them energy 
in the winter. They often hunted large 
animals like whales. Although whaling5 
is illegal (= nezákonné) in many places 
today, some Inuit groups can still hunt 
a small number of whales every year. 

To hunt a whale, around 20 
hunters take a boat out to sea 
and work together. It takes 
a long time to catch a whale. 
They use every part of the 
whale: the meat, fat, skin 
and bones. Traditionally, one 
whale was enough to feed 
a village for a whole year.

BARKING6 
TRANSPoRT
Dogs are an important part of 

Inuit culture. They were traditionally 
used for transport. They carried 

things in the summer and pulled 
sleds7 in the winter. They also 
helped the Inuit to hunt for 
seals and polar bears. In fact, all 
animals are very special to the 
Inuit. They believe that animals 
are equal to8 humans, and that 
they have to have respect for all 

animals, even those they hunt.

Thousands of years before Europeans travelled to 
Canada, a group of people arrived in the northern 
part of the country. This was one of the most 
dangerous places in the world, but they learned 
how to survive1 there. These people are still there 
today. Some people call them Eskimos, but they call 
themselves the inuit, which means “the people”. 

LIAM AxE (CAn)
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→ SoLUTIoNS IN TF

Listen to an 
Inuit legend on 
the Gate CD.

What can you see 
in the pictures?

Task 1

A B

C

lANGUAGE
There are different Inuit languages in 
different parts of the Arctic, and many Inuit 
words are now common around the world, 
including words like kayak, husky and, of 
course, igloo – the Inuit word for “home”. 

hiSToRY
A lot of Inuit history is unknown, but the 
first European to meet the Canadian Inuit 
was the English explorer9 Martin Frobisher 
in the 16th century. He was trying to find 
a way to China through the Arctic. The 
meeting didn’t go very well. First, five 
men from Frobisher’s ship went to find an 
Inuit village, and they disappeared10. Then 
Frobisher kidnapped11 an Inuit man and took 
him back to England. The English people 
thought that Frobisher was a hero. Sadly, 
the Inuit man that Frobisher kidnapped 
died, and things became worse for the Inuit 
people in North America. More Europeans 
and Russians came to hunt for whales. 
Many Inuit died from European diseases and 
a lot of their culture was destroyed. 

ThE iNUiT TERRiToRY
Many years later, the government12 of 
Canada decided that the Inuit should be 
more like other Canadians. They took Inuit 
children from their families and sent them 
to special schools. The adults had to live in 
towns and stop being nomads. A lot of Inuit 
became poor and angry. This was a terrible 
part of Canadian history.

But when these children grew up, many 
of them worked together and told the 
government that they wanted things to be 
different. In 1999, the government created 
a new territory for the Inuit called Nunavut. 
Today, many people in Nunavut and around 
the country are working together to 
rebuild13 Inuit culture in Canada.

The word Eskimo means 
“people who eat uncooked 
meat” and many inuit don’t 
like it.

inuit means “people”, inuk 
means “person”.

There are inuit in Canada, the 
USA, Siberia and greenland.

About 90 % of the people who 
live in greenland are inuit.

Can you answer the 
questions about the Inuit?

Task 2

1 Where are the largest Inuit populations in the world?

4 What is their relationship with animals?

5 What do the following words have 
in common: kayak and husky?

6 How did other Canadians treat the Inuit in 
the past and what is their situation now?

7 What and where is Nunavut?

8 What does the word Eskimo mean?

3 What is their main source of food?

2 Why did they build igloos?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN TF

This article is accompanied 

by a LESSoN PLAN.

1 to survive  [səˈvaɪv] – přežít
2 mud  [mʌd] – bláto
3 caribou  [ˈkærɪbuː] – karibu, 

severoamerický sob
4 fur  [fɜː(r)] – srst
5 whaling  [ˈweɪlɪŋ] – lov velryb
6 to bark  [bɑːk] – štěkat
7 sled  [sled] – saně
8 equal to  [ˈiːkwəl] – rovnocenný s
9 explorer  [ɪkˈsplɔːrə(r)] – objevitel
10 to disappear  [dɪsəˈpɪə(r)] – zmizet
11 to kidnap  [ˈkɪdnæp] – unést
12 government  [ˈɡʌvənmənt] – vláda
13 to rebuild  [ˌriːˈbɪld] – obnovit
14 landmark  [ˈlændmɑːk] – orientační bod
15 to rub  [rʌb] – třít

Vocabulary

FAST FACTS

nomads – people who 
move around with their 
animals, don’t stay in 
one place

Glossary

The capital city of 
nunavut is iqaluit, which 
means “place with many 
fish”.

The nunavut flag shows 
an inuksuk – an inuit 
landmark14 and symbol 
of friendship – and the 
north Star.

inuit do not rub15 noses 
to kiss.
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mUSiC A2–B1

1 heartbreak   [ˈhɑːtbreɪk] – zlomené srdce
2 catchy  [ˈkætʃi] – chytlavý
3 charming  [ˈtʃɑːmɪŋ] – okouzlující
4 annoying  [əˈnɔɪɪŋ] – otravný
5 religious  [rɪˈlɪdʒəs] – s náboženským 

obsahem
6 choir  [ˈkwaɪə(r)] – sbor
7 calming  [ˈkɑːmɪŋ] – uklidňující
8 lullaby  [lʌləbaɪ] – ukolébavka
9 crooner, to croon  [ˈkruːnə(r) kruːn] – 

zpěvák slaďáků, sladce zpívat
10 smooth  [smuːð] – jemný

Vocabulary

TF

gospel – an upbeat (= energická) style of 
religious music

Glossary

The
B A t t l e

of the
Christmas

Songs

TaskTask Famous Songs Can you sing the missing 
lines in these songs?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN TF

Last Christmas, I ____________________ , but the very next day you ____________________ .

I’m dreaming about ____________________ , just like the ones ____________________ .

We wish you a ____________________ (3×) and a ____________________ .

Every year around Christmas you 
hear the same songs over and 
over again. But have you ever 

noticed that some of the songs 
have lots of different versions? 

Below we compare just a few. Who 
will you choose as the winners?

JACKIE Fox (nEw ZEAlAnd)

Wham! Carly Rae Jepsen

L A S T  C H R I S T M A S

This is a pop classic from 1984. 
George Michael wrote this song about 
heartbreak1 at Christmas. It’s very 
catchy2 and was a huge hit. The band 
kindly gave all the money it made to 
charity.

Canadian pop star Carly Rae Jepsen 
recorded the song in 2015. She adds 
saxophone and soft, sweet vocals 
(= zpěv, vokály). It’s actually quite 
charming3 (and far less annoying4 than 
“Call Me Maybe”).

Who is better? Wham! or carly?

This is a religious5 carol from 1847. The choir6 sings it perfectly. 
The boys sound like angels singing. It is calming7 like a lullaby8. 
Surely the composer would love it.

However, the composer was actually a wine-seller and not 
a religious man. So maybe he would prefer John Legend’s more 
simple style. There is only his voice and a piano. But his 
powerful vocals make it feel more like a gospel* song than 
a lullaby. It would probably wake you up instead.

Who is better? choir of King’s college or John legend?

Choir of 
King’s College

John
Legend

o  H o L y  N I G H T

Bing Crosby Lady Gaga

W H I T E  C H R I S T M A S

Bing Crosby was a very popular singer from 
the 1930s until his death in 1977. He sang many 
Christmas songs in his career. In fact, his version 
of “White Christmas” is the biggest selling single 
ever. Bing is famous as a crooner9. This is a style of 
singing which is smooth10 and sentimental.

This term is usually used for male singers. Although 
Lady Gaga is not a man, she can definitely croon. 
Her cover is a traditional jazzy version. What 
makes it different is she adds a completely original 
verse (= sloka) – about a crying snowman.

Who is better? Bing crosby or lady Gaga?
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This month, we have 
another new Star Wars 
film to look forward to. 
in Episode Viii, The Last 

Jedi, the story will 
continue from The Force 

Awakens. But, like the 
last film, the filmmakers 

aren’t giving us much 
information. We know 

some of the actors who 
will be in the film, some of 
the characters which are 
coming back (and a few 

new ones), and we can see 
a few dramatic moments 
in the official film trailer1. 

most importantly, we 
know there will be porgs.

MEGAN LEBoEUF (USA)

LUKE SKyWALKER (Mark Hamill)
He is the “last Jedi” from the title. Rey 

wants him to teach her.

GENERAL 
LEIA oRGANA
(Carrie Fisher)
The actress died after 
filming her scenes. This 
will be her last film.

KyLo REN (Adam Driver)
He still seems very impatient2 

and full of anger.

PoRGS?
You might be asking yourself, “But 
what’s a porg?” That’s a fair question! 
Porgs are small, cute creatures that live 
on Ahch-To, the planet 
where Luke Skywalker 
is. They were inspired 
by puffins6. We hope 
they will be the most 
important characters 
in the film.

WhAT Will hAPPEN?
The truth is, we really don’t know much 
more about the story of The Last Jedi. 
We’ll just have to wait until it’s out in 
theaters on December 14th!

Many other characters will return as well, 
and there will be some new ones we don’t 
know much about yet, including one villain5 
played by Benicio del Toro, and even Prince 
William and Prince Harry will be in the film 
as stormtroopers. And of course, let’s not 
forget the porgs. There will be porgs.

Force – power in the 
Star Wars universe
stormtrooper – a soldier 
fighting for the dark side

Glossary

1 film trailer  [ˈtreɪlə(r)] – filmová upoutávka
2 impatient  [ɪmˈpeɪʃnt] – netrpělivý
3 former  [ˈfɔːmə(r)] – bývalý
4 resistance  [rɪˈzɪstəns] – odboj
5 villain  [ˈvɪlən] – padouch
6 puffin  [ˈpʌfɪn] – papuchalk, mořský pták

Vocabulary

Film

Most of the characters from The Force 
Awakens are coming back for this film.

WHo’S WHo?

A porg

A puffin

REy (Daisy Ridley)
She has very strong

“Force*” powers.
What will she do

with them?

FINN (John Boyega)
This former3 
stormtrooper* will 
keep fighting for 
the Resistance4.

PoE DAMERoN (oscar Isaac)
He is still working for the Resistance.
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Superstar DJs

The Record
The black, round piece of 
plastic that can be played on 
a record player was a great 
invention1. Thanks to the 
record, music became mobile2. 
People could listen to music 
without having 12 musicians in 
the room.

In the 1960s, music clubs 
became popular across 
the US and Europe, and 
people played records on 
record players in front 
of a crowd. At the same 
time the equipment3 
they played the records 
on got better; it went 
from something looking 
like this:

DJ Mixer
In the past, when the record 
stopped, so did the music, 
while the DJ changed the song. 
But with a mixer a DJ could mix 
two songs together without 
the music ever stopping. That 
meant non-stop dancing.

And then this was introduced.

A jockey is someone who rides horses and a disk 
jockey is someone who rides music. Wait – that 

can’t be right. Rides music? I’ll explain.

A2–B1

DANCEFlooR
Hitting the

in the past, dance parties were nice. They had live bands, 

the men wore suits, the women wore pretty dresses and 

men asked women for a dance. it was all very sweet.

MATTHEW BURT (UK)

The answer is the DJ, or disk jockey.

So how did dance parties

go from this
to this 

?

to this 

–>

mUSiC

gramophone

TurnTable

mixer
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1 invention  [ɪnˈvenʃn] – vynález
2 mobile  [ˈməʊbaɪl] – pohyblivá, mobilní
3 equipment  [ɪˈkwɪpmənt] – vybavení
4 skill  [skɪl] – dovednost
5 synthesizer  [ˈsɪnθəsaɪzə(r)] – 

syntezátor, syntetizátor
6 drum machine  [ˈdrʌm məʃiːn] – 

bicí syntezátor
7 beat  [biːt] – rytmus
8 unique  [juˈniːk] – jedinečný

Vocabulary

Superstar DJs
Electronic Dance Music
In the 1970s, DJs improved their skills4 and 
were able to create different effects and 
sounds using only record players (also called 
turntables), the mixer and the records.

And then, in the 1980s, two musical 
revolutions happened. First the 
synthesizer5: a type of electronic keyboard 
that can play any sound you want, and then 
later the drum machine6, used to create 
any beat7 you want and at any speed. This 
opened up a whole new world of possibility 
and created a whole new music style: 
electronic dance music.

Electronic dance music soon became very 
popular because it is very easy to dance 
to and DJs were able to use the new 
equipment to make the records they were 
playing sound even better.

In the 1990s new dance clubs that 
played electronic dance music opened 
and clubbing (going to a club to dance) 
was born.

DJing Today
The modern-day DJ no longer even needs 
turntables. They use a laptop, which is now 
the most common piece of equipment. It is 
a lot easier to carry than two turntables and 
a box of records, although some DJs think 
that this is not real DJing and prefer to use 
records. Whatever the equipment, one 
thing has stayed the same: if there’s a good 
DJ, people will be dancing.

to become a household name – 
to become popular
resident DJ – a DJ who performs 
regularly at a club

Glossary

Discuss

Who is your favourite Czech DJ?

DANCEFlooR
Hitting the TURNTABliSm

A DJ can use turntables as an
instrument by touching and moving
the records and using the mixer
to change the sound. This is
also known as “scratching”.
Turntablism is connected
with hip hop.

miXiNG When 
a DJ mixes two 
songs together to 
add sounds to the 
original record.

DRoPPiNG ThE BASS During the most intense 
part of a song, when everybody starts dancing like 
crazy, the DJ often introduces (or drops) a heavy 
bassline (= the lowest notes in a piece of music). 

DJ TRiCKS

In addition to playing other people’s records, DJs now regularly work with bands 
to produce music as well as create their own music. Many DJs have become world 
famous and have made electronic dance music very popular.

FAmoUS DJS

CALVIN HARRIS (UK) has had many number one hit 
records and is one of the richest DJs on the planet. He writes, 
produces and sings on many of his own songs, and mixes other 
people‘s songs. For example, he worked with Rihanna to produce 
“We Found Love” and “This Is What You Came For”.

AVICII (Sweden) has helped make electronic dance music very 
popular. He is part of the Scandinavian scene, which continues to 
make some of the world‘s best dance music. Incredibly, he is still 

only 28 years old, so the future looks and sounds good. Everybody 
knows his songs “Levels” and “Wake Me Up”.

DAVID GUETTA (France), probably the biggest DJ name in the 
world, has over 55 million Facebook friends (that‘s a lot of likes!), and 
has worked with some of the best musicians and bands on the planet, 
including the Black Eyed Peas. His sound is unique8 and can be heard in 
a huge number of pop songs played on the radio.

MARTIN GARRIx (Netherlands) – a Dutch DJ who has 
become one of the youngest electronic DJ superstars. In fact, in 

2016 DJ Magazine named him the number one DJ in the world 
when he was only 20 years old. He became a household name* 

especially thanks to the song “In the Name of Love“, featuring Bebe 
Rexha, and since then he has worked with David Guetta, Justin 

Bieber and Ed Sheeran too. In 2017 he became the resident DJ* for 
Ibiza, known as the home of electronic dance music.
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ANimAlS A2–B1

1 department store  [dɪˈpɑːtmənt 
stɔː(r)] – obchodní dům

2 species  [ˈspiːʃiːz] – druh
3 antlers  [ˈæntlə(r)z] – parohy
4 to migrate  [maɪˈɡreɪt] – stěhovat 

se, migrovat
5 stable  [ˈsteɪbl] – stáj
6 feathers  [ˈfeðə(r)z] – peří
7 barn owl  [bɑːn aʊl] – sova pálená
8 blackbird  [ˈblækbɜːd] – kos
9 shrimp  [ʃrɪmp] – kreveta
10 oxen  [ˈɒksn] – vůl
11 stripe  [straɪp] – pruh

Vocabulary

As far as we know, there 
are only nine reindeer 
who can fly and work 
for Father Christmas. 
They first became part of 
Christmas tradition in an 
1823 poem called “A Visit 
from St Nicholas” which 
described Santa Claus 
and his eight reindeer 
arriving on the roof of 
a house on Christmas 
Eve. However, it was 
not until many years 
later that the red-nosed 
leader Rudolph joined 
the team. In 1939 the 
American department 
store1 Montgomery Ward 
created a Christmas 
colouring-book starring 
a new reindeer. It 
sounds strange now, but 
the original name for 
Rudolph was Reginald. 
Reginald the red-nosed 
reindeer?

 

There are other animals 
associated with Christmas, of 
course. The donkey that took 
Mary to Bethlehem, the oxen10 
in the stable where Jesus was 
born, and other animals. And 
the Candy Cane Shrimp. The 
what? Well, these crustaceans 
(= korýši) may not be a typical 
part of the Christmas story, 
but if you see one, you will see 
how they got their name. Their 
bright red and white stripes11 
make them look just like 
a candy cane. It might be better 
not to try and hang them from 
your Christmas tree, though.

In the UK, robins can be 
seen on Christmas cards, 
advent calendars and even 
on Christmas trees. This is 
most probably because, unlike 
(= na rozdíl od) many other 
birds, robins do not migrate4 
to warmer countries in the 
winter, but stay in Britain. 
They have other connections 
to Christmas too. Some people 
like to say that there was 
a robin in the stable5 when 
Jesus was born. The robin saw 
that the fire in the stable was 
too hot for the baby and so 
put himself between Jesus and 
the fire, turning his feathers6 
red. Another Christmas link 
is that in the 19th century, 
postmen wore a uniform with 
red jackets, giving them the 
nickname “robins”. Therefore 
it was robins that brought 
people their Christmas cards.

ThE BiRDS AND BEASTS
oF ChRiSTmAS

candy cane – a red-and-white 
Christmas sweet; looks like 
a walking stick

Glossary

Discuss

What are the names of the animals 
in Czech? What are some animals 
associated with Czech Christmas?

LIAM PEACH (UK)

Reindeer are the 
only species2 of deer 
where both the male 
and females have 
antlers3. However, 
the males lose their 
antlers in November, 
so the reindeer 
with antlers that 
we see at Christmas 
with Santa must all 
be girls.

The robin is the 
unofficial British 
national bird. In 
2015 more than 
200,000 people 
voted for the 
robin, ahead of 
the barn owl7 and 
blackbird8.

ANimAl FACT

Candy Cane Shrimps also 
have a more dangerous 
sounding name – 
Randall’s Pistol Shrimp. 
They live in the Indian and 
Pacific oceans.

ANimAl FACT

TF
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PUZZlE

Send the message to 
competition@bridge-online.cz, 
Subject: Agent Gate by 
December 31st. Three lucky 
winners will win prizes from 
Bridge Publishing House. 
Include your name and address.

1 not wanting to wait (p. 15)

2 clever, good at fixing things (p. 7)

3 someone bad in a story (p. 15)

4 a person who goes to new places (p. 13)

5 hot like chilli peppers (p. 9)

Agent Gate, we need you 
again. We are still 
searching for the 
mysterious2 dancer in 
a black jacket. This 
strange letter came from 
someone in the Square 
Dancers’ Union3. We think 
they can help us. The boxes 
connected by lines have the 
same letter in them. Please 
decode4 the letter so we 
can get more information. 
The pages of this issue of 
Gate will help you.

THe
DisTress
CAll1

A2

1

L A H L . i W O

3

U N D .

4

G O T F M T O

P M V W

A H Q U C S .

2

5

1 distress call  [dɪˈstres kɔːl] – tísňové volání
2 mysterious  [mɪˈstɪəriəs] – tajemný

3 union  [ˈjuːniən] – odbory
4 to decode  [diːˈkəʊd] – rozluštit

Vocabulary
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