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Teachers’ File (TF) – Activity Tips contains exercises based on the articles in 

the magazine and songs.

The Recording Scripts, Lesson Plan and other Teachers’ Files with extra activity 

tips can be downloaded from www.bridge-online.cz once you register with 

the password: secret.

T TeAcheRS’  

inFo

SPeAking – FLuency

T

ArTiCleS

Fact or Fiction? Easter Edition p. 5

In pairs, imagine that you are planning a traditional meal to symbolize Easter. What would your 

meal include (starter, entrée, dessert, drink)? Explain why you chose each part of the meal. 

The Recycling Cycle pp. 6–7

VocAbuLARy PRAcTice, SPeLLing

T

Word GamE

How many words can you make with the letters 

from the following words? 

option 1: PLASTic gLASS PAPeR

option 2: ReDuce  ReuSe  RecycLe 

option 3: gARbAge TRASh WASTe LiTTeR 

You will get the following points for your words:

2-letter words = 1 point

3-letter words = 2 points

4-letter words = 3 points

5-letter words = 7 points

Any words over 5 letters = 10 points
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Tragic Tales in Life and Literature

pp. 12–13

Which Brontë Is It? pp. 12–13, cD Track 7 

See lesson plan

CLIL: The Best of Australia pp. 14–15

ReADing comPRehenSion

T

TAsk 1

read the article on the Great ocean road and decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

 

T F

1 The great ocean road was built by soldiers who came back from war.  

2 The great ocean road starts in melbourne. 

 

3 You can see beaches from the road. 

 

4 You cannot touch koalas in the Koala Cafe. 

 

5 The Twelve Apostles are a group of twelve rocks that you can see.  

6 driving along the great ocean road might make people sick. 
 

7 The great ocean Walk is as long as the great ocean road. 
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UČITELSKÁ SADA K ČASOPISŮM KLÍČ K UČITELSKÉ SADĚ
Čím více kusů předplatného objednáte, 
tím více učitelských sad dostanete.

CD s cvičeními 
a písničkami 

výuková 
karta 

lesson plans 
a cvičení 

k časopisu

nástěnná 
výuková mapa

NAVÍC JEDNOU ZA ROK

11–20 ks 1 ks

21–60 ks 2 ks

61–90 ks 3 ks

91–120 ks 4 ks

121–150 ks 5 ks

151–180 ks 6 ks

181–200 ks 7 ks

201–260 ks 8 ks

261–300 ks 9 ks

301 ks a více 10 ks a  více

počet kusů 
předplatného

počet 
učitelských sad

učitelé, kteří objednávají 11 a více kusů předplatného, 
získávají k objednávce učitelskou sadu. 

časopisy 
zdarma

učitelský 
stolní kalendář

JaK obJeDNaT
241 443 003
www.bridge-online.cz/objednavka
objednavky@bridge-online.cz

CeNy PŘeDPLaTNÉHo 2017/18
1–10 ks

předplatného 

300 Kč
+ 200 Kč poštovné 

a  balné

11–30 ks
předplatného

250 Kč

31 a více ks
předplatného

220 Kč

Časopisy pro výuku angličtinyČasopisy pro výuku angličtiny

CeNy PŘeDPLaTNÉHo 2017/18

Časopisy pro výuku angličtiny

b1–b2 
STŘEDNÍ 

ŠKOLY

a2–b1
ZÁKLADNÍ 

A STŘEDNÍ ŠKOLY

a1–a2
ZÁKLADNÍ 

ŠKOLY

LeveL: B1–B2 Time: 45–60 minutes Topic: Charlotte and Emily Brontë

BridgE 08, April 2017, VolumE 20

LESSON PLAN
April 2017

T Teachers’  

infolesson Aims  

students will be able to:

Talk about the lives and novels of charlotte and emily Brontë.

identify basic facts about their most famous novels.

identify the meanings of specific adjectives and use the correct prepositions with them.

WArm Up 

 2 mins T  pre-Test, cultural Knowledge

HomeWork: VocAbUlAry  

T  adjectives, reading for context 

HomeWork: reAding: brontë FAmily

 handouT  Task 1B T  reading comprehension 

reAding: brontë FAmily

 handouT  Task 1 (+1B)  4–6 mins

T  prediction, reading comprehension

VocAbUlAry

 handouT  Task 2  5–8 mins

T  pair Work, speaking, spelling, adjectives

TEACHERS’ INSTRUCTIONS
Brontë sisters

Ask “Can you name any famous female authors?”

Elicit answers until you get the Brontë sisters. if 

students don’t say them, you can add:

“There are two famous Brontë sisters. Do you know 

their first names?” (Charlotte and Emily)

“Where are they from?” (England)

“Which famous novels did they write?” (Jane Eyre and 

Wuthering Heights)

As homework, students should read the article, 

find where each adjective is used, and underline 

the sentence or heading. Any groups that finish 

the vocabulary pair work early can start this in class.

All students can finish Task 1B for homework.

Students should open the magazine to page 12 and look 

at the title and the headings of the article, but not start 

reading yet.

“What kind of life did the Brontë sisters have?” 

(e.g. tragic, troubled, difficult, lonely, sad)

give students the questions in Task 1. They should read 

page 12 only (not page 13) and find the answers. When 

finished, they should close their magazines. 

*if any students finish early, give them Extra Task 1B. 

They should keep their magazines closed and try to 

complete it without reading. When all magazines are 

closed, do feedback on Task 1.

put students into pairs, facing each other. give one 

half of Task 2 to each student. Student A must read 

one sentence and Student B should tell them which 

vocabulary word it describes. Student A should write 

the word, and Student B should help with spelling, 

if needed. Then change roles and repeat until they 

complete the exercise. No group feedback is necessary 

because each pair has all of the answers.

* in a future lesson, give all students Extra Task 2B to 

review these vocabulary words. 

1

april 2017

www.bridge-online.cz

LP-8-2017.indd   1

14.3.2017   14:25:57

esson Aims 

dentify the meanings of specific adjectives and use the correct prepositions with them.

Home

VocA

andou

 pair Work, 

ut students into pairs, facing each other

half of Task 2 to each student. Student A must read 

one sentence and Student B should tell them which 

vocabulary word it describes. Student A should write 

the word, and Student B should help with spelling, 

if needed. Then change roles and repeat until they 

complete the exercise. No group feedback is necessary 

because each pair has all of the answers.

* in a future lesson, give all students Extra Task 2B to 

review these vocabulary words. 

lesson Aims 

tudents will be able to:
harlotte and emily Brontë.

dentify the meanings of specific adjectives and use the correct prepositions with them.

Voc

handou

T  p

put students into pairs, facing each other

half of Task 2 to each student. Student A must read 

one sentence and Student B should tell them which 

vocabulary word it describes. Student A should write 

the word, and Student B should help with spelling, 

if needed. Then change roles and repeat until they 

complete the exercise. No group feedback is necessary 

because each pair has all of the answers.

* 
review these vocabulary words. 

Bridge 09–10, Volume 20

LESSON PLAN
May–June 2017

LeveL: B1–B2 Time: 45–60 minutes Topic: Travel and Accommodation

T Teachers’  
info

Lesson aiMs  
students will be able to:
•	 compare the upsides and downsides of different travel accommodation options.

•	 use the correct pronunciation for accommodation options.

•	 discuss accommodation options with a partner and come to a decision.

WarM up 

 3–4 mins T  vocabulary, speaking

pronunciation: accoMModation

 3–5 mins T  pronunciation, Group Work

reading:  
Just a pLace to Lay My Head
 handouT  Task 1  7–10 mins 
T  reading comprehension, pronunciation, Group Work

TEACHERS’ INSTRUCTIONS

Write four words on the board:  
hosTeLs, hoTeLs, homes, campinG

Put students in pairs. give them one minute to brainstorm 
one positive thing about each type of accommodation. 
review their ideas with whole class feedback.

After feedback, repeat the same exercise in pairs with 
one minute to brainstorm a negative thing about each 
type of accommodation. review their ideas with whole 
class feedback.

First, drill the four words from the board with 
the whole class. emphasize and exaggerate the stress 
of the different syllables.

HoS-tels ho-TelS HomeS CAm-ping

Then divide the class into four groups. Nominate each 
group and point at one of the words on the board. 
The group must say the word together as a group.

Teacher: “Group 2” [point at hotels]  
students: “ho-TELS”  

Teacher: “Group 4” [point at hostels]  
students: “HOS-tels”  

Assign one type of accommodation to each group. 
give each student a copy of their section from 
Task 1. Students have three minutes to read and 
find the answers. Then everyone must close their 
magazines. 

Next, the groups have three additional minutes to 
compare answers and practise pronunciation in their 
groups. monitor groups individually to make sure they 
have the correct pronunciation for:

camping: facilities, glamping, teepee, yurt

hotels: B&B, buffet, en-suite, pensions

hostels: boutique, dormitory, strict

homes: AirBnB, average, chateau, couchsurfing, 
manor house 

Students should open the magazine to page 10 and try 
the vocabulary task (bottom left on the page). 

Say: “You have two minutes to match the words with 
the definitions. You can look at the underlined words 
in the article for context, but do not read the whole 
article yet.”

VocabuLary:  
Just a pLace to Lay My Head

 2–3 mins T  pre-Test, vocabulary

1 may–June 2017www.bridge-online.cz

ive them one minute to brainstorm 
one positive thing about each type of accommodation. 

eview their ideas with whole class feedback.

After feedback, repeat the same exercise in pairs with 
one minute to brainstorm a negative thing about each 

tudents will be able to:
compare the upsides and downsides of different travel accommodation options.

use the correct pronunciation for accommodation options.

discuss accommodation options with a partner and come to a decision.

M

reading: 
Just a pLace to Lay My Head

TEACHERS’ INSTRUCTIONS

Students should open the magazine to page 10 and
the vocabulary task (bottom left on the page). 

You have two minutes to match the words with 
the definitions. You can look at the underlined words 
in the article for context, but do not read the whole 

Vocabu
Just a pL

2–3 mins
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contents & info
dear readers,

Yes, it’s that time of year again: the Maturita Special, 
with lots and lots of practice activities for those 
Maturita tests. I know you’re excited to get started, but 
I want to tell you about the rest of the issue, too. 

We paid a visit to Warhorse Studios, a top 
Czech game developer, to look at Kingdom Come: 
Deliverance. That’s going to be one of the year’s 
biggest game releases, so we’re chu� ed to bits (that’s 
a very English expression meaning really pleased) 
to have an article on that. We’ve also got a profi le 
of the fantastic British singer Emeli Sandé, who is 
performing in Prague for the fi rst time, in February. 
Check her out. Our literature article is on one of my 
all-time favourite books, White Fang by the American 
author Jack London. And the English-speaking 
countries series goes to England. It’s fun seeing my 
own country as it seems to a visitor – I didn’t know 
that something as simple and ordinary as a Sunday 
roast could seem so exotic! 

OK, OK, I know: “Stop talking, Paul, we want to get 
started on Maturita…” Well, go ahead, and good luck! 

All the best, 
Paul Farrington-Douglas and the Bridge team

Now it’s your last chance to take part in 
the year-long Bridge competition, win a great prize 
and have your story published in the magazine. 
Look at the pictures in September Bridge (or at 
www.bridge-online.cz/competitionbridge), choose one 
and write an original story in English. Don’t forget to 
follow all the rules, otherwise we’ll have to disqualify 
your story from the contest. The deadline is January 31st 
and the winners will be announced and have their stories 
printed in the May-June issue of Bridge. Good luck!

Use Your 
Imagination 

INForMaCe K MaTUrITĚ
Časová dotace jednotlivých částí maturitní zkoušky
Didaktický test – poslech: 40 min.
Didaktický test – čtení a jazyková kompetence: 
60 min.
Písemná práce: 60 min.
Ústní zkouška: 15 min. (+ 20 min. na přípravu)

Hodnocení maturitní zkoušky – maximální počet 
bodů
Didaktický test: 95
Písemná práce: 36
Ústní zkouška: 39

Váhy dílčích zkoušek jsou v poměru 2:1:1, 
tzn. didaktický test má dvojnásobnou váhu oproti 
písemné práci a ústní zkoušce. Jeho procentuální 
výsledek tedy v celkovém hodnocení počítáme 
dvakrát a celkový součet procent dělíme čtyřmi.

Hranice úspěšnosti: 44%

Aby žák ve zkoušce uspěl, musí hranici úspěšnosti 
překročit ve všech třech dílčích zkouškách, tedy 
didaktickém testu, písemné práci i ústní zkoušce 
Pokud žák z jedné či více dílčích zkoušek neprospěje, 
neprospěl ani z komplexní zkoušky jako takové.

převod procentních bodů na známku
4 (dostatečný): 44–58%
3 (dobrý) 59–73%
2 (chvalitebný) 74–87%
1 (výborný) 88–100%

povolené pomůcky
Didaktický test: pouze psací potřeby
Písemná práce: psací potřeby, slovník (nesmí ale 
obsahovat přílohu věnovanou písemnému projevu)
Ústní zkouška: slovník, pomůcky stanovené školou

Ofi ciální stránky státních maturit: 
www.novamaturita.cz

38

2017/18 competition: last call!
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maturita / didaktický test 
tracks 
1–4

Listening
Part one
Questions 1–4
8 points / 2 points per question

You will hear people talking in four diff erent situations. 
For questions 1–4, choose the correct picture: a, B, C or D.

1 How did Wanda get hurt this time?

 a B C D

2 What did the man not have during his trip to India?

 a B C D

3 What are the couple going to eat for lunch?

 a B C D

4 What do the children know about their last week of this school year? 

 a B C D



maturita / didaktický test 

Bridge – maturita special 2018 5

Listening
Part two
Questions 5–12 
8 points / 1 point per question

You are going to hear part of a radio programme about health and 
gardening. While listening, decide if statements 5–12 are true (t) or false (F).

 t F

5 Basil works as a professional gardener.  ___________________________________________________________ 

6 Basil thinks that living in cities is worse than using modern technology.  _______________________  

7 Basil first started gardening on his balcony.  ________________________________________________  

8 Basil’s neighbours joined his gardening activities.  ___________________________________________  

9 Gardens have become a part of building projects in some cities.  ______________________________  

10 The fitness benefits of gardening can be compared to highly intensive sports activities. _________  

11 Gardening improves the mood as much as reading indoors. ___________________________________  

12 Basil teaches about healthy eating on his gardening courses. _________________________________  

maturita / didaktický test track 5
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maturita / didaktický test track 6

Listening
Part three
Questions 13–20
16 points / 2 points per question

You are going to hear a scout leader giving information about a day 
trip. While listening, answer questions 13–20. In your answers use 
a maximum of three words.

13 When are the scouts going on a trip? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14 What won’t the scouts find in the water in the geological park? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15 What things should the scouts pack this time that are different from usual? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16 What activity are the scouts going to try for the first time? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17 What can the scouts see in the booklet? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

18 What does the industrial use of minerals create? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

19 What are the scouts going to eat? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20 How much has the leader paid for the food? 

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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maturita / didaktický test 
tracks 
7–10

Listening
Part Four
Questions 21–24
8 points / 2 points per question

You will hear people talking in four different situations. For questions 
21–24, choose the correct answer: a, B, C or D.

21 What type of insurance does Sarah need?

a pet insurance

B car insurance

C flight insurance

D sports health insurance

22 Where is the man going to organize 
the school project this year? 

In...

a the city.

B a castle.

C the mountains.

D a foreign country. 

24 Why is James leaving the college of 
agriculture? 

Because…

a he didn’t like studying agriculture.

B he didn’t finish his written project.

C he didn’t go to college as required.

D he didn’t get the credits needed to finish.

23 What will the woman do to fight her 
sleep problems?

a She will eat some fruit.

B She will buy a new bed.

C She will take sleeping pills.

D She will change her evening routine.



maturita / didaktický test 
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reading
Part FiVe
Questions 25–29
10 points / 2 points per question

Read the following fi ve short texts. For questions 25–29, 
choose the best answer: a, B, C or D.

runaway monkey
On their way to work, morning train commuters in 
Tokyo were joined by an unusual companion – a wild 
monkey. A security guard spotted the monkey on 
the top of a departure board in Shibuya Station. Thirty 
policemen surrounded the area and tried to catch 
the animal, while the people waiting for their trains 
crowded around and took pictures with their mobile 
phones. The monkey enjoyed the attention at fi rst, 
then climbed down and hurried out of the station 
with the policemen following behind. Reports said 
the monkey was last seen heading in the direction of 
a nearby park. Monkeys in the Japanese countryside 
often damage and steal crops and even bite humans. 
Recently the growth in the monkey population has 
become a serious problem.

25 What does the article say about 
the monkey from Shibuya Station?

a It bit some people.
B It was caught by the police.
C It disappeared close to a park.
D It was frightened by the mobile phones.

Back in 1891, a North Carolina train came off  the rails on 
a narrow bridge, killing about 30 people. The accident 
became the basis for a story that a ghostly train can be 
seen there on the anniversary of the sad event. Over 
100 years later, a large group of excited ghost hunters 
were standing on that narrow bridge with their cameras 
ready, waiting for the legendary ghost train – but were 
shocked to see a real train rushing towards them instead. 
Eleven of the ghost hunters managed to get out of 
the way in time, but a 29-year-old man called Christopher 
was thrown from the bridge and died. 

26 What is the main idea of the article?

a Ghosts don’t exist.
B Careless behaviour is dangerous. 
C Thirty people died in an accident.
D Taking photos of the ghostly train is 

possible on a special day.

V 5. části se vždy napřed seznamte s úlohou, ať zjistíte, jestli 
máte pochopit hlavní myšlenku textu, nebo vyhledat detailní 
informaci. Podle toho budete vědět, jestli máte číst text jako 
celek, anebo se zaměřit na detailní čtení úseků, které se vztahují 
k jednotlivým alternativám A–D. Alternativy jsou řazeny vždy 
od nejkratší k nejdelší, ne podle pořadí, v jakém se objevují 
v textu. V alternativách obvykle nenarazíte na stejné výrazy jako 
v textu, ale na různé opisy a synonyma. 

tips
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CHEERLEADERS
Johnny Campbell, a Princeton student, was the fi rst 
person to lead cheers for a football team. This was 
in 1898, so cheerleading is over 100 years old. At fi rst 
most cheerleaders were males. Most US schools 
have had cheerleading teams since then, and at 
present the majority of team members are females. 
Football is still one of the most popular sports for 
cheerleading, while in some sports, like baseball, 
cheering is not allowed as it might cause players 
to lose concentration. Although the purpose of 
cheerleading is to entertain people at sports events, 
it is also a sport in itself, with its own rules – similar 
to high-level gymnastics. Cheerleaders must perform 
without any safeguards during their own contests, 
which are especially popular at American universities. 
Injuries like broken bones are quite common.

27 What did you learn from the article?

a Cheerleading is a safe sport.
B Cheerleaders take part in special 

competitions.
C Cheerleaders support all sports 

matches in US schools.
D Cheerleading teams have always 

been formed of women.

superstitions*
Cats have always attracted people’s attention and excited 
their imaginations. Long ago, visitors to English homes 
were expected to greet the family cat with a kiss to bring 
the house good luck. Many people say that a black cat 
crossing your path means an accident is going to happen, 
but in the 16th century it was white cats that were the sign of 
bad luck. And superstitions about cats are found all around 
the world. In Scotland, for example, if a black cat happened 
to appear on the doorstep, the family believed they would 
become rich. In Italy, fi shermen’s wives kept black cats at 
home in the hope that this would prevent disasters at sea. 
And not so long ago, some people there still thought that 
a black cat sneezing meant rain was on the way, and that 
unusually playful behaviour signalled a coming storm.
* supersti ti on – pověra

28 according to the article, what is true about 
black cats?

Black cats...

a meant losing money in Scotland.
B were used to forecast weather in Italy.
C have always been a symbol of bad luck. 
D had to kiss the visitors to English 

households.

In 1884, a woman named 
Emma Keyse was found 
dead, her throat cut with 
a knife. Police decided that 
she had been murdered 
by her servant, John 
Lee, who was arrested 
and sentenced to death. 
The date for his hanging* 
was set for February 23rd, 
1885 at Exeter Prison. 
When the time came, John 
was brought from his cell 
and taken to the place 
of execution*. But 
the hanging mechanism 
failed. Not only once, 
but three times. After some confusion among the prison 
guards, John was returned to his cell. A few days later, his 
punishment was changed to life imprisonment.
*hanging – oběšení; executi on – poprava

29 What happened to John on February 23rd, 1885?

a He was hanged.
B He became a murderer.
C He escaped his own hanging.
D He was sent to prison for life.

John Lee
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reading
Part six
Questions 30–39
10 points / 1 point per question

Read the leaflet about volunteering in a museum and statements 
30–39. Based on the information in the leaflet, decide if 
the statements are true (t) or false (F).

 t F

30 In your email application, you should send detailed information  
about why you want to work as a volunteer at the museum. ________________________________  

31 At present the museum is looking for volunteers to fill various positions.  ____________________  

32 Information on volunteer positions is published in the museum newsletter.  __________________  

33 Guides should help visitors with English. _________________________________________________  

34 It is possible to combine daytime and evening training.  ____________________________________  

35 Guides never work full days. ____________________________________________________________  

36 Every guide has to continue to train after he or she gets the job. ____________________________  

37 Guides can have body piercings anywhere except the face. _________________________________  

38 Guides must speak both English and French.  _____________________________________________  

39 If you work as a guide at the Bata Shoe Museum,  
you can visit all Toronto museums free of charge. _________________________________________  



VOLUNTEERING 
IN A MUSEUM

What do we offer?
Guides enjoy a gift-shop discount and free admission 
to selected Toronto museums and attractions. They can 
ask for tickets to selected lectures and events and enjoy 
a complimentary subscription to our newsletter. Last but 
not least, guides will appreciate learning new information, 
having new experiences and making new friends.

* ESL – English as a Second Language

What does the work involve?
Guides give guided tours in museums. They are also 
known as tour guides, interpreters or explainers. 
In the Bata Shoe Museum, guides lead interactive 
tours of our four exhibitions. They work with adults 
and with students of all levels. They also assist 
adult ESL* learners in understanding the language. 
In other words, they give visitors an “up close” 
experience of the collection.

All museum guides must undergo intensive 
training to be able to meet the required 
standards.

When is the training?
Applicants can choose from the training sessions 
below; training times cannot be combined.

Daytime: eight training sessions on Tuesday and 
Thursday afternoons from 1pm to 3pm, beginning 
the fi rst Tuesday in September

Evening: eight training sessions on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 6pm to 8pm, beginning the fi rst 
Wednesday in September

What are the requirements?
A trainee guide must attend and complete all eight training 
sessions. After training, guides work two half-days 
a week (Monday to Friday) or three full weekend days 
a month. Attendance at further staff training sessions is 
also required, as is training for new exhibitions.

What do we expect?
All applicants must be fl uent in English and have excellent 
communication skills. Piercings or tattoos on the face 
are strictly forbidden. Experience in teaching children, 
previous art gallery or museum experience, or an interest 
in history and/or fashion are very helpful. Fluency in 
French would be an advantage. All the work must be 
done with energy and enthusiasm.

Do you need to add something 
positive to your CV?

If so, think about becoming a volunteer at the Bata 
Shoe Museum in Toronto. It is a fun way to serve 
your community while learning and developing 
your interpersonal skills. If you enjoy connecting 
with a wide variety of people, consider giving your 
time to the Bata Shoe Museum and becoming 
an ambassador for our great city and institution. 
If you are interested, please send an email to 
info@batashoemuseum.ca with your name, 
contact information and a short message about 
why you are interested in becoming a Bata Shoe 
Museum volunteer. We will contact you to discuss 
volunteering opportunities.

At present we are looking for people who would 
like to work as guides in the museum. Front-desk 
volunteer and gift-shop volunteer posts will soon be 
advertised in our newsletter as well.

IN A MUSEUM
If so, think about becoming a volunteer at the Bata 
Shoe Museum in Toronto. It is a fun way to serve 

your interpersonal skills. If you enjoy connecting 
with a wide variety of people, consider giving your 

an ambassador for our great city and institution. 

contact information and a short message about 
why you are interested in becoming a Bata Shoe 
Museum volunteer. We will contact you to discuss 

At present we are looking for people who would 
like to work as guides in the museum. Front-desk 
volunteer and gift-shop volunteer posts will soon be 



maturita / didaktický test 

12 Bridge – maturita special 2018

reading
Part seVen
Questions 40–44
10 points / 2 points per question

You are going to read a story from american folklore. For questions 
40–44, choose the best answer: a, B, C or D.

aN aMerICaN 
FoLK TaLe

She seemed to be just a poor woman in old clothes, trying to 
feed her family. Many people like her came to Adam’s shop 
every day; the crisis had created hundreds of them. Adam 
was one of the lucky ones: he still had his shop, still had at 
least some money coming in so he could feed and clothe 
himself and his family. But he also had problems, because 
times were hard for everybody.

The fi rst day she came to his shop, she was carrying two 
empty milk bottles. She placed them on the desk in front of 
him without saying a word. Adam took the empty bottles 
and replaced them with full ones, saying, “Ten cents, please.” 
She did not reply. She just took the bottles and left the shop. 
Adam could have called the police, but he did nothing. Her 
need was written in her face, and he always felt a little guilty 
at being one of the lucky few to still have money and a job. 

She was back the next day, again with two empty milk 
bottles. Once again Adam replaced them with full bottles, 
and once again watched as she hurried out of the door. 
He could have gone after her to demand his money, or he 
could have called the police, but he did neither. The woman 
looked so worried that he wondered if she had a job at all. 
She was probably one of the workers from the nearby camp, 
he decided. If she came back, he would off er her a part-time 
position cleaning the store. 

She came again on the third morning, and again Adam 
exchanged her empty bottles for full ones without her saying 
a word. Adam wanted to talk to her, he wanted to ask if she 
needed a job, but she practically ran from the store with 
the milk. Her urgency worried him. He ran from his store to 
follow her, wondering what he could do to help. 

To his surprise, she went straight past the workers’ camp 
outside the town, going as far as the cemetery by the river. 
As he watched, she hurried up to a grave* – and then 
disappeared into the ground. He couldn’t believe his eyes. 
Then he heard a baby crying. It was coming from the ground 
beneath the gravestone where the woman had disappeared. 

Adam ran back to the store and phoned the police. Within 
minutes, the cemetery was full of people, and workers 
started digging up the grave. When the coffi  n* was opened, 
Adam saw the woman lying dead and cold within it. In her 
arms, she held a small baby – and two full milk bottles. 
The baby was still alive. And suddenly Adam knew why 
the woman had never said a word to him. 

* grave – hrob
coffi  n – rakev
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40 What does the text say about adam?

a He had no money for new clothes.
B He saw poor people every day in the shop.
C He worked for a shop owner as a shop assistant.
D He was poor and had problems feeding his family. 

41 What happened one day in the shop?

A poor woman…

a told Adam she needed milk to feed her family. 
B bought two bottles of milk for 10 cents. 
C took two bottles of milk without saying a word.
D stole two bottles of milk when Adam wasn’t looking. 

42 What did adam do after the woman’s second visit?

a He decided to follow her.
B He decided to call the police.
C He decided to off er her a part-time job. 
D He decided to visit her in the workers’ camp.

43 What happened on the third day? 

a The woman disappeared into the camp.
B The woman disappeared in a cemetery.
C Adam tried to follow the woman, but lost her. 
D Adam off ered the woman a job, but she ran away from 

the shop.

44 Why did the poor woman not speak to adam?

a She was desperate from having no job.
B She couldn’t speak as she was a ghost.
C She was afraid as she had killed her baby.
D She was ashamed of living in the cemetery.

6. část
V této části se většinou objevují letáky, 
texty z informačních brožur a podobně. 
Je dobré napřed si zběžně přečíst úlohy, 
abyste si udělali představu, o čem 
text bude. Poté si rychle přečtěte celý 
text a ujasněte si, kde najdete jaké 
informace. Pak se vraťte k úlohám; vždy 
si přečtěte úlohu, najděte část textu, 
která se jí týká, a porovnejte obsažené 
informace s úlohou.

7. část
V této části se většinou setkáte 
s jedním souvislým příběhem. Úlohy 
jsou řazeny ve stejném pořadí, 
v jakém se informace vyskytují v textu, 
a obvykle se každá úloha vztahuje 
k jednomu odstavci (poslední úloha se 
může týkat textu jako celku). Nejprve 
je dobré rychle si přečíst celý text, 
abyste zjistili, čeho se týká. Poté si vždy 
pozorně přečtěte úlohu a porovnejte 
všechny alternativy A–D s textem. 
Přitom je nutné vyloučit ty, které 
nejsou zcela přesné, anebo jsou v textu 
zmíněny v jiné souvislosti.

tips
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reading
Part eight
Questions 45–49
10 points / 2 points per question

Read the information about five parents who want to find free-time 
activities for their children. According to their needs, match parents 
45–49 to the offers in texts a–G. There are two extra offers which will 
not be used.

49  Zachary
feels that his children, aged 9 and 10, should spend their time 
constructively, but he is worried about costs as he has recently lost his job. He 
himself was very much into building models as a child, but due to his financial 
situation, such an activity is unthinkable right now. His kids love watching 
MTV and the various talent contests on television, so he thinks they should 
do something connected with music.

48  Carson 
is a busy father. However, he 
feels he spends too much time at 
work and has decided to spend 
more time with his 5-year-old 
twins and share some activities 
with them. He is not at all handy* 
and is nervous about using even 
simple tools, but he can be very 
imaginative and would love to try 
doing something with his hands. 
Unfortunately, his jobs still limits 
his free time to one day a week.

47  Bella
has always been very creative 
herself. Now that she is a full-time 
mother she would like to introduce 
her children, aged 7, 9 and 10, to 
the world of the arts. She is also 
looking forward to the opportunity 
to have some time for herself while 
the kids are in their class, and 
she has already booked aerobics 
classes with her friend on Tuesday 
and Friday. Money doesn’t seem to 
be a problem for her.

46  Natalie
has always imagined her 
6-year-old girl in ballet shoes and 
a ballet skirt. She felt sure her 
daughter was going to be a dancer 
until an X-ray of her daughter’s left 
foot showed an inborn defect. Anyway, 
the girl loves music and sings well. 
Money is not a problem for Natalie.

45 Sophia
would like to support her 
10-year-old twins in an activity 
connected with dance and music. 
She would appreciate it if her kids 
could be together and enjoy some 
teamwork. Her girl is very musical; 
her boy doesn’t have a musical ear, 
but he can keep a rhythm. She is 
free to drive the kids on Tuesday or 
Wednesday. She’s ready to invest 
a reasonable sum of money.

*handy – šikovný 
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*pottery – keramika

a Bring your kids to 
the FirePit Ceramics 

workshop on Friday to 
experience the world of 
pottery*. We have a story 
connected with every 
creative project, and every 
session we explore 
a different theme. So don’t 
forget, every Friday from 
1pm to 5pm is pottery time! Suitable for kids from very young to 
primary school age. Parents are always expected to join in. 
The price is $15 per session. Please call 512-420-9141 to register.

B  Learning to be creative has never been so fun and easy 
for your children! Our classes are designed for kids from 

6 to 12 years of age and follow an organized group format. We 
introduce children to sculpture, printmaking and 
model-making. Children can join at any time. The classes are 
available from $20 to $28 each. Sessions generally run for 
10–13 weeks for one to two hours weekly on Thursdays, 
depending on the child’s age.

C Our studio helps 
young girls and 

boys begin their ballet 
experience. There are 
lots of positive 
benefits to learning 
the art of ballet. As 
well as the traditional 
techniques, ballet 
teaches co-ordination, 
elegance and 
self-discipline, and it encourages children’s individuality. Let 
us help your child master the many challenging poses and 
steps of ballet in our studio. Our new class for beginners aged 
5–6 opens on Monday, January 11th. Cost per term: $320.

D Irish dancing is a fun and 
perfect form of exercise for 

children and adults. Taking an Irish 
dance class can benefit you or your 
children in many ways. It keeps kids 
focused on beat and tempo, 
improves their physical skills, 
provides opportunities for them to 
connect with others of their age, 
and encourages co-operation. 
Regular sessions are held on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, so you can choose your preferred time. Cost 
per term is $200. Call us on 561-385-8407.

E With our choir your 
children get 

the chance to sing 
various kinds of music 
ranging from rock to 
classics. It’s a great way 
to make friends who like 
similar music or are 
inspired by beautiful 
melodies. We take children as young as eight years old. 
The choir meets twice a week (Tuesday and Thursday) at 
5pm. Attendance is free.

F The Music Centre 
is unique in its 

daily music 
programmes. Children 
as young as five are very 
welcome. Both group 
and individual lessons 
are available in a wide 
range of instruments, 
from piano to violin and 
guitar. Payment is for 
the whole course, not per lesson. Fees for group lessons: 
$100/month, plus a one-time registration fee of $40. 
Private lessons: $200/month.

G The goal of this 
course is to help 

children who are 
interested in arts, crafts 
and model-making but 
who have never tried 
such activities. Don’t 
worry, we keep it easy 
and we introduce a number of different skills and 
techniques step by step. Children aged six and older learn 
how to co-operate and be creative. The course fee is $150/
month. We run classes every day, so feel free to call us on 
812-320-7941 to arrange the day or even days that suit you.
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reading
Part nine
Questions 50–64
15 points / 1 point per question

Read the text about Yorkshire terriers. For questions 50–64, 
choose the correct answer: a, B or C.

Is the Yorkshire Terrier the right dog for you? The Yorkshire 

Terrier is just about one of 50 _________ doggies ever. 

But there’s more to consider 51 _________  just its good 

looks. You 52 _________ to think about the advantages and 

disadvantages of Yorkshire Terriers before you decide to 

buy one for you and your family. And you had better think 

53 _________ .

Yorkshires are small dogs that were originally kept for 

54 _________ rats in the mines of Yorkshire. That’s why 

they are clever and brave but have 55 _________ tolerance 

for other animals, big or small – including other dogs. Poor 

people at that time were not 56 _________ to keep big 

dogs. It was prohibited because landowners thought that 

they 57 _________ big dogs for illegal hunting. And here’s 

an interesting fact: the size of the animal 58 _________ 

measured using an 18-centimetre hoop*. 59 _________ the dog 

was able to get through the hoop, its owner could keep it.

At present, Yorkshires are kept 60 _________ friends in many 

families. They make 61 _________ good pets for several 

reasons. First, they are small. Their size makes them easy to 

62 _________ . They are especially suitable for senior citizens, 

people with medical problems and those who may worry 

about the size and strength of a large dog.

They adapt happily to apartment living, and you can train them 

to go to the toilet indoors, just like cats. They 63 _________ 

within the weight limits placed on pets every time you fly. 

What’s more, they are usually less expensive to feed than 

larger dogs.

However, they’re not for everyone. If you have small children, 

you should be very careful. Yorkies love a good chase, but 

rough play is out of the question. And let’s 64 _____ it – if you 

want a guard dog, a Yorkie is not the best choice either.

* hoop – obruč

Yorkshire terriers
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50 a nice B nicer C the nicest

51 a then B than C that

52 a must B need C may

53 a two B twice C double

54 a kill B killing C to kill

55 a little B few C lots

56 a accepted B asked C allowed

57 a use B will use C would use

58 a has been B used to be C is going to be

59 a If B Unless C Whether

60 a as B how C like

61 a such a B so C such

62 a look at B look after C look for

63 a fit B are fitting C fitted

64 a face B to face C facing

8. část 
Ve všech pěti úvodních textech se 
objevují požadavky stejného typu (např. 
typ kurzu, doba konání) – je potřeba, 
abyste je našli a podtrhli si je. Podle 
nich se pak budete rozhodovat, která 
nabízená alternativa A–G zcela plní 
požadavky daného člověka. Následně 
si vždy pozorně přečtěte požadavky 
prvního člověka a porovnejte je s údaji 
v nabízených alternativách. Když 
najdete úplnou shodu, alternativu 
člověku přiřaďte. Nakonec si 
zkontrolujte, zda jste jednu alternativu 
nepřiřadili dvěma různým lidem.

9. část 
Tato část testuje znalost gramatiky, 
slovní zásoby i vhodných prostředků 
textové návaznosti. Nejprve si 
zběžně přečtěte text, abyste o něm 
získali celkovou představu. Pokud 
na některé místo dokážete doplnit 
chybějící výraz, aniž byste se podívali 
na nabízené varianty A–C, většinou se 
jedná o správné řešení. Jen si ověřte, 
že se vaše řešení v nabídce objevuje. 
V ostatních případech si pozorně 
prostudujte, co vynechanému místu 
předchází a co po něm následuje. To 
vám napoví, jestli např. hledáte tvar 
s infinitivem to anebo s tvarem -ing, 
případně jaký gramatický čas se do věty 
hodí. Za nesprávně vyřešené úlohy 
se body neodečítají, takže i když si 
nejste jisti, zkuste správnou variantu 
odhadnout.

tips
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The examiner is going to ask you some questions. 
Please answer the questions in as much detail as 
possible. If you don’t understand a question, please 
ask the examiner to repeat it.

maturita / Ústní ZkouŠka 

sPeaKing
Part one
3 mins everyday life

I am going to ask you some questions about the 
topic of everyday life. You should give detailed 
answers whenever possible. If you don’t understand 
a question, please ask me to repeat it.

Are you ready?

1 What is your typical day at school like?

2 What do you do when you get home from 
school?

3 If tomorrow was a free day, how would you 
spend it?

4 What did you do during the last summer 
holidays?

5 What is your favourite time of day? Why?

6 What are your hobbies?

exaMiner: 
saMPLe Questions

student’s 
task sheet

examiner: 
sample Questions

Hello. (Sit down, please. Can you tell me your task 
sheet number so I can check it, please?)

Could you briefl y introduce yourself to 
the committee?

Thank you. Now let’s go to Part One.

introduction let’s practise
task 1
read the answers of a student speaking about the same 
topic – Everyday life – but answering slightly diff erent 
questions. What do you think the questions were? Can you 
write them?

1  _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

On Saturday, I usually sleep late and then have a relaxed 
breakfast. Then I meet my friends and we go to the cinema 
or play games. Sometimes I just stay at home and read 
a book. On Sundays, I usually go to visit my grandparents 
and we have lunch together.

2  _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

I love active holidays, especially travelling either abroad 
or in my own country. I’m fond of exploring new places and 
I also like hiking very much. If I could choose, I’d probably 
go to a European country for a week or two and visit 
some historic cities. Oh, and mountains. I’d also hike in 
the mountains.

3  _______________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________

I help my mum by doing the washing up, and taking out 
the rubbish is my job as well. Sometimes I’m also asked to 
do the shopping. And I’m expected to tidy my room, dust 
the furniture and hoover the carpet. From time to time, 
I help my dad when he’s fi xing something in the fl at.

task 2
Now think about your own life. Do you do similar things to 
the student answering the questions in task 1? Compare 
and contrast your own life.

Example: I also sleep late on Saturdays, but then I eat my 
breakfast quickly because I don’t want to waste much time. 
Unlike this student, I don’t like active holidays.
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maturita / Ústní ZkouŠka 

Look at pictures 2a and 2B. Choose one of 
the pictures and describe it.

The following ideas may help you:

Look at both pictures once more and compare them 
(what is similar / the same / diff erent?).
The following ideas may help you:

Talk about your room.

sPeaKing
Part two
4 mins

housing
Part Two consists of three tasks. Pictures 2a and 2B show two 
diff erent styles of housing.

What kind of people live here? 
What’s the relationship between them?

How do the people seem to feel?

Do you like their home? Why? / Why not?

What could be diffi  cult about living in a place like this?

Can you compare 
the benefi ts and 
problems of these two 
homes?

What do you think 
the neighbourhoods are 
like?

Which of these two 
places would be better 
for a family? Why?

In which of these homes 
would you prefer to live? 
Why?

Do you share your room with anybody?
When did you last buy something new for your 
room? What was it?
If you could improve one thing about your room, 
what would it be?

tasK one 1.5 mins

tasK two 1 min tasK three 1.5 mins

• Location • People • Activities
• type of accommodation 
• Atmosphere (“feel”) • other

• Location • People • Activities
• type of accommodation 
• Atmosphere (“feel”) • other

2a

2B

student’s 
task sheet

student’s 
task sheet

examiner: 
sample Questions

examiner: 
sample Questions

examiner: 
sample Questions

student’s 
task sheet
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sPeaKing
Part three
5 mins

the usa
Part Three consists of two tasks.

In Task One you should speak on your own about 
the united States of america.
The following ideas may help you:

• Location and geography
• important cities • Political system
• People and nationalities
• Famous personalities • History • other

In Task Two, you and the examiner are going to talk 
together. Imagine the following situation. You have 
just come back from a summer trip to the United 
States of America. You have photographs 3a–3D 
of some places you visited and you want to tell 
the examiner about the places. The examiner will 
start the conversation.

So, you’ve just come back from travelling around 
the USA. Tell me about some of the places you 
visited.

Where in the USA is that?

Did you see anything famous while you were there? 
What did you see?

What else is the place famous for?

What do tourists usually do there?

tasK one 2.5 mins tasK two 2.5 mins

student’s 
task sheet

student’s 
task sheet

How many states are there in the USA?

What can you tell me about the climate / weather 
in the USA?

Can you tell me something about the American 
system of government?

Can you name any big mountain ranges / rivers?

Do you know any famous Americans? Tell me 
something about them.

What languages are spoken in the USA?

What can you tell me about the Declaration of 
Independence / the American Civil War?

examiner: 
sample Questions

examiner: 
sample Questions

3a 3B

3C 3D
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sPeaKing
Part Four
3 mins shopping

In part Four of the exam, you and the examiner 
are going to talk together. Imagine the following 
situation:

Your class is going on a hiking trip, and you and 
your friend have realised that you don’t have 
suitable jackets and need to buy them. Talk to 
your friend (the examiner) and decide where you 
will buy the jackets. Discuss several options and 
agree on the best one. the examiner will start 
the conversation.

The following ideas and pictures 4A–4D 
may help you:

• Price
• selection
• Comfort

• Distance
• Possible problems
• other

i’ve just realised that the hiking trip is in a week, 
and neither of us have good enough jackets! 
Where shall we buy them?

Why do you think we should get them there? 

Will the jackets be good enough? / Won’t that be 
really expensive?

Have you ever bought things there before? 
How was it?

I’m afraid it could be too crowded / they might not 
have the right size / they could send the wrong thing.

Do you think we’ll be able to try the jackets on 
before we buy them?

Are you sure we’ll get them in time?

So what have we agreed on?

student’s 
task sheet

examiner: 
sample Questions

other

4a

4B

4C

4D
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maturita / písemná práce 

SamplE artiClE

writing
Part one
24 points

writing
Part two
12 points

An English school magazine is running a competition for the best article on 
the topic of “the job i would like to do”.
Write the article using 120–150 words. 
In the article you should:

•	 briefly introduce the job you chose
•	 list the requirements for doing this job
•	 say what you like and dislike about the job and why
•	 say how you are going to prepare for the job

You have just returned from a language course in England and you want to 
write to your host, Mr Scott, to thank him for having you to stay with his family.
Write an email using 60–70 words. 
In the email:

•	 thank your host for your stay in the host family
•	 say what you liked best about staying with the family
•	 invite Mr Scott to the Czech Republic

Dear Mr Scott,

I am writing to thank you for having me during my visit to England. I am really happy that I stayed with your family. 
I especially liked the food, as Mrs Scott is a wonderful cook.

I would like to invite you and Mrs Scott to the Czech Republic. I hope you will both like it here.

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Best wishes
Jan Novák

My DreaM Job
I have always wanted to be 

a stewardess. Stewardesses can travel 
to many foreign countries, they meet 

interesting people and they are important 
for everyone on the plane.

A stewardess needs to be intelligent 
and she must be able to speak foreign 
languages. I think that she must be 
patient and able to keep calm even in 
dangerous situations. A stewardess should 
be sociable and helpful, and, of course, 
she must have a smile for every passenger.

What I like most about the job is 
travelling. You can visit foreign countries 
and you even get paid for it. The only 
problem is safety. My mother is sure that 
travelling by plane is really dangerous 
nowadays and she would worry about me.

I think I will have to practise languages 
more, and maybe I will study tourism at 
university. I will definitely try to apply for 
this job.

SamplE Email
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FCE TEST

reading and use of english
part 1

For questions 1–8, read the text below and decide which answer (a, B, C or D) best fits each gap. 

There is an example at the beginning (0).

Example:

0 a familiar B successful C accustomed D suitable

0 a B C D

the origin of tennis
Wimbledon and the US, French and Australian Open tennis tournaments are (0) ______ to millions of sports fans everywhere. 

But when and where did this popular sport begin?

(1) ______ to some history books, the modern form of tennis first started in 19th-century Britain, when a British army officer 

(2) ______  on the equipment and the rules for lawn tennis in 1874. Of course the game is much older than that, but historians 

disagree about its exact (3) ______ .

Some say tennis was invented by the ancient Egyptians and there is some historical (4) ______ to suggest tennis was played 

in ancient times. Other historians think tennis first appeared in 11th-century France, where the game usually took (5) ______ 

outside and the hands were used to hit the ball.

As the game became better-known, it (6) ______ to other countries, and the hand was (7) ______ with the racquet. 

The English king, Henry VIII, played an indoor (8) ______ of the game in one of his palaces. From that time on, tennis has 

grown into the worldwide sport we know and love today.

1 a Writing B Concerning C Regarding D According

2 a decided B put C made D took

3 a opening B origins C background D beginning

4 a evidence B proof C information D truth

5 a place B part C account D hold

6 a grew B widened C travelled D spread

7 a replaced B switched C introduced D transformed

8 a edition B version C sort D type

A

Extract from Cambridge English First for Schools Practice 
Tests, Second Edition © 2015 National Geographic Cengage 
Learning. Used with permission. All rights reserved.

50 % discount 
on cambridge english first for schools practice tests 
(2015 edition)
Bridge publishing House has a special offer for you:
In January 2018, Bridge subscribers can purchase a set of these practice 
tests, fully revised for the 2015 exam – at a 50 % discount in our e-shop 
www.bridgebooks.cz.
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FCE TEST

reading and use of english
part 2

reading and use of english
part 3

For questions 9–16, read the text below and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use only one word in each gap. 
There is an example at the beginning (0).

Write your answers iN Capital lEttErS.

Example: 0 O F

For questions 17–24, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word 
that fits the gap in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Write your answers iN Capital lEttErS.

Example: 0 d 1 s A d v A n t A g e d

Child stars
This week saw the modelling debut (0) ________ Cassie Andrews, daughter of 

the famous fashion model Dana. Cassie appeared at a fashion show in Paris and was 

an instant success with the press and public. But the (9) ________ interesting part of 

the story is that Cassie is only ten years old. Is this a bit (10) ________ young for a child 

to begin a career in modelling? Some people think (11) ________ .

There are many sad stories about child stars (12) ________ started acting or modelling at a very young age and experienced 

terrible problems (13) ________ a consequence. The teenage years are a difficult time for anyone, but if you (14) ________ 

followed everywhere by journalists who photograph everything you do, the pressure can be too much.

But there are a (15) ________ success stories. Shirley Conrad made several hit films before her twentieth birthday and then had 

a complete change of career. She moved into the world of politics and eventually became one of (16) ________ first women to be 

elected to parliament. She often said that her early experience with acting gave her the confidence to go into politics.

Lighting the room with water bottles
In the Philippines, many (0) __________________________ people cannot afford electricity. 

So something as simple as lighting your home is nearly (17) __________________________ . 

Now people are hoping to solve this problem with an amazing new 

(18) __________________________ . It involves using an ordinary plastic water bottle filled 

with a(n) (19) __________________________  of filtered water and a small amount of bleach.

Liter of Light, the (20) __________________________ that promotes the method, hopes 

to provide lighting to one million homes in the Philippines. The ‘lights’ 

are (21) __________________________ installed by cutting a hole in the roof the same 

(22) __________________________ as the bottle. The water-filled bottle is then inserted in 

the hole and sealed with glue. Although it only works during the day, 

the water bottle provides light to homes that would otherwise be dark inside.

People who were previously (23) __________________________ to pay for indoor lighting 

will now be able to spend more time inside the home. It is relatively 

(24) __________________________ to install the water bottles, costing less than a pound, 

so everyone can afford it.

aDVaNtaGE

pOSSiBlE

iNVENt

miX

OrGaNiSE

EaSY

WiDE

aBlE

EXpENSE

OF

disAdvAntAged
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reading and use of english
part 4

For questions 25–30, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence, 
using the word given. Do not change the word given. You must use between two and five words, including the word 
given. Here is an example (0).

Example:

0 A friendly taxi driver drove us into town.

DriVEN

We ____________________________________ a friendly taxi driver.

The gap can be filled by the words ‘were driven into town by’, so you write:

Example: 0 WeRe dRiven intO tOWn BY
Write only the missing words iN Capital lEttErS.

25 Going camping appeals to Rudy. 
KEEN 
Rudy _________________________________________ going camping.

26 We had no difficulty in finding your house. 
DiFFiCult 
It _________________________________________ your house.

27 Nobody but Henry gave her a birthday present. 
ONlY 
Henry was _________________________________________ give her a birthday present.

28 It might rain, so don’t forget your umbrella if you go out! 
CaSE 
If you go out, take _________________________________________ rains!

29 Would you like to see a film tonight? 
FEEl 
How do you _________________________________________ a film tonight?

30 ‘You’re too young to go to the theatre on your own,’ said Frank’s father. 
OlD 
Frank’s father told him _________________________________________ to go to the theatre alone.

For Part 1, remember to read through the whole text before you look at the multiple-choice 
options. As you do so, you will be thinking of a word that can complete the gap and getting 
a sense of the overall meaning. You might want to lightly pencil in any word that you 
guess fits.

When you are deciding on the correct option, make sure you read the whole sentence 
with the gap in it and consider all four options.

For Part 2, you should read the whole text through before you decide on the answers, too. 
Remember that all the missing words are simple ones that you know well. For each gap, 
look at the words that come before as well as after the gap and think about what type of 
word would fit – is it a preposition, relative pronoun, auxiliary verb, etc? Never fill a gap 
with more than one word.

For Part 3, the word at the end of the line must always be changed in some way. Read 
the surrounding sentence to decide what changes you need to make to the stem word. 
Should you make the word an adjective, a noun, a plural, a negative, etc?

tips 
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reading and use of english
part 5 / QUESTIONS 31–36

You are going to read an extract from a novel. For questions 31–36, choose the answer (a, B, C or D) which you think fits 
best according to the text.

Leaving home
When I went to university at the age of 
eighteen, I think it was a relief to both 
of us. We had grown apart; she had 
grown old, and I had grown up. We were 
like strangers to each other, and it was 
clear we were not getting on as we once 
had, when there had been six of us in 
the house and, as the baby of the family, 
I had enjoyed everyone’s attention. 
But then my four older brothers and 
sisters had spread their wings, only 
rarely returning to visit at Christmas and 
occasionally in summer. Having flown 
the coop, they brought back to their little brother stories of 
the outside world, amazing tales of the fabulous lives they 
led far away in the big city, so different from our little nest 
they had left so empty.

We lived in an old but grand house on the top of a small 
hill outside a village in the countryside. We were not rich and 
not poor. My father had left us some money in his will, and 
this was enough to keep us in some comfort, financially if not 
emotionally. I had been too young to even attend his funeral, 
and his absence caused me less emotional discomfort than 
it did for the rest of the family. But somehow I failed to 
appreciate my mother as much as I should have and certainly 
caused her more sadness than her other children. She spent 
the middle years of her life bringing us up alone; alone in 
every sense of the word, as there were no uncles, aunts 
or cousins nearby. She had to try very hard just to keep in 
touch with distant family members who had spread across 
the world over the years.

I thought at the time that my mother had exhausted herself 
with her efforts with my siblings and had very little left to give 
to me. She had produced four fine young adults who were well 

on the way to making successes of their 
lives, but at some point – and I set the date 
as the day Judith, my youngest sister, left – it 
seemed to me that she had stopped making 
that effort, and she had just stopped caring 
for me. Somehow, I thought, she perhaps 
felt she had done enough, that I would learn 
from example and didn’t need any personal 
guidance. From that day it was just the two 
of us in the huge old house on the hill. 
I grew further and further away from her 
until I couldn’t leave for university quickly 
enough.

So off I went, without a backwards look or a wave goodbye, 
with few regrets – on either side, as far as I was concerned. 
I assumed my mother would appreciate the solitude she 
had never had, having married young. I now know she was 
heartbroken to be abandoned by her youngest child and 
I was never to be so deeply loved again. But I had grown tired 
of being the baby of the family and was only interested in 
my future as an adult and not my past as a child. In reality, 
I was neither. This ignorance about myself and other people 
was just one example of my general immaturity. I knew 
everything, or so I thought – the one sure sign that someone 
has a lot to learn and a lot of growing up to do. I don’t know 
how anyone put up with me. Indeed, as an adult, I find it 
impossible to stand this sort of thing in others. Of course, 
my older and wiser brothers and sisters saw the situation 
much more clearly and were careful to protect my mother 
from the worst of my behaviour, which really amounted to 
not calling her, not attending family gatherings at Christmas 
and being generally distant. I spent my university years, and 
several years after, avoiding those closest to me, something 
which I bitterly regretted in later life.

31 How many people were left living at home when 
the author left?
a five
B one
c two
d six

32 in the first paragraph, what does the writer mean by 
‘flown the coop’?
a left home
B found jobs
c got married
d bought a house

33 What is the situation with the author’s mother 
and father?
a His father lives apart from the family.
B They are divorced.
c His mother is a widow.
d His mother asked his father to leave.

34 What does the underlined word ‘siblings’ mean?
a children
B family
c parents
d brothers and sisters

35 How did the author think his mother felt when he 
left home?
a He thought she wouldn’t enjoy being alone.
B He knew it would break her heart.
c He supposed she wouldn’t mind him leaving.
d He didn’t care how she felt.

36 How does the author now feel about his family?
a He wishes he had behaved better towards them.
B He realises how badly they treated him.
c He isn’t close to them anymore.
d He maintains a distance from them.
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reading and use of english
part 6 / QUESTIONS 37–42

You are going to read an article about a new way to teach poetry. Six sentences have been removed from the article. Choose 
from the sentences a–G the one which fits each gap (37–42). There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

Teaching poetry through hip-hop
Teachers by day, performance artists by night, these teachers have discovered  
an inspiring new way to teach an old subject.
Most of us would agree that the majority of school kids aren’t 

too interested in poetry. It’s a little bit boring, difficult to 

understand and even harder to write. However, we all know 

school kids are more enthusiastic about modern music. Two 

teachers at London’s Kingsbury High have developed a way 

to use the poetic characteristics of 

modern music, in particular hip-hop 

lyrics, to engage students in learning 

poetry.

Sam Berkson and Chris Beschi 

are both teachers at Kingsbury High 

who also give poetry readings in 

the evenings at local entertainment 

venues. Together, the two teachers 

perform poetry in a hip-hop style for 

all of the students in Year 9, using 

poems from the school syllabus. 

37
 
 From this reaction it is 

clear that the students are engaged by 

the teachers’ technique.

The two teachers believe that 

kids view poetry as boring, hard 

to understand, and out of touch with their reality. Their 

technique involves creating a link between poetry and 

the kids’ lives through things they’re into, such as hip-hop. 

The teachers show them this connection. 38  

Before long, hopefully, students will want to go beyond an 

appreciation of it and want to create it as well.

Berkson and Beschi focus on poetry that has themes 

which relate to London’s urban scene. Students at Kingsbury 

High come from diverse backgrounds and thus have a wide 

range of (possibly conflicting) interests. 39  Through 

poetry that relates to their shared lives, students can 

learn to express their feelings about their surroundings. Of 

course, there are many ways for young people to express 

themselves and their feelings creatively, such as through 

art or other forms of creative writing. These may even be 

preferred by some students. But it’s 

good for students to be made aware 

of poetry, one of the oldest forms of 

self-expression, at the same time. 

Often, students are pressured to 

excel at other school subjects, such 

as maths and science. 40  

However, the skills acquired from 

learning poetry and performing it in 

front of the class are equally valuable. 

They allow students to communicate 

better and believe in themselves.

Berkson and Beschi admit that 

their teaching method doesn’t work 

for everyone. This applies more to 

the teachers than to the students. 

Some teachers may have the ability to 

analyse and explain poetry to a class, but they will run into 

problems when they try to teach students how to write and 

perform it if they are not poets themselves. 41
Probably one of the most important things students 

can gain from this method is confidence. Many students 

at Kingsbury High lack a certain amount of inner strength. 

42  Through writing their own poetry and reading 

it aloud, students can learn how to command a crowd with 

the power of their voice and their ideas. And that’s a lesson 

that extends well beyond the classroom.

a Because of that, they have many things in common 
which allow them to work well together.

B Once they see that, they are more likely to appreciate 
poetry.

c These are typically considered ‘useful subjects’.

d They often lack the confidence to be leaders.

e The audience response is very loud when they have 
finished!

f For this reason, it needs a special kind of teacher, so 
the method does have limitations.

g However, they all share the experience of living and 
growing up in London.
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reading and use of english
part 7 / QUESTIONS 43–52

You are going to read a newspaper article about different places where people have eaten. For questions 43–52, 
choose from the people (a–D). The people may be chosen more than once.

Which person
didn’t experience good food until they grew up? 43

liked the atmosphere? 44

liked the building? 45

didn’t care that the food wasn’t extraordinary? 46

probably ate the most expensive meal? 47

describes the wonderful flavour of the food? 48

had a social experience while eating? 49

felt guilty when they were eating? 50

ate a kind of food that is extremely popular nowadays? 51

had a meal in a car? 52

a  Bruce
I once ate at an underwater restaurant in 
a luxury five-star hotel. It was in one big room, 
and you reached it by going down in a lift 
from the ground floor of the hotel. The walls, 
floor and ceiling were all made of glass, and 
behind the glass there was just the sea. You were entirely 
surrounded by water, and in the water there were thousands 
of brightly-coloured tropical fish swimming around. It was like 
being in the middle of a giant aquarium. It’s an engineering 
miracle, really, and it must have cost a lot to build, which is why 
the prices were so high, I suppose. Of course, the menu included 
some fantastic seafood, but it felt a little strange sitting there 
eating your fish while his friends swam around you, watching 
you with their accusing eyes! I could imagine what they might 
say to each other about me as every mouthful went down. 
I ate very quickly and took the lift back upstairs!

B  melanie
One of the most memorable meals I’ve 
had was actually fast food. This was years 
ago, before all those American chains 
started to appear all over the UK, so it 
was quite new to me. I was driving across 
the United States for a summer break, all the way from one 
side of the country to the other. We were in Texas and went 
through a small town in the middle of the night, and the only 
place to eat that was open was a 24-hour drive-through 
restaurant. We’d never even heard of anything like that 
before. You stopped and gave your order into a microphone 
outside the restaurant. Then you drove round the corner of 
the building to collect your food at a little window. It was like 
an adventure. We told everyone all about it when we got home.

C  lena
I’m lucky because I lived in London a few 
years ago, where you can find any kind of 
food you want. There are thousands of 
restaurants with all sorts of cuisines from 
all over the world. But my favourite place to 
eat was actually a little café on the corner 
near my house. The food was nothing special, no different 
from anywhere else. The place was even a bit dirty and 
needed to be painted, especially the bathroom, but I knew 
everyone in there, so it was like a little community. You went 
in, saw a familiar face and had a chat while your food came. 
I generally popped in for breakfast – eggs, bacon, toast and 
a cup of tea. Not very healthy, I know, but it was the feeling of 
being with friends I liked the best.

D  Dave
When I was growing up, my mother used 
to cook terrible meals, and we never went 
out to eat, so I never really enjoyed eating. 
In those days in my country, people weren’t 
very adventurous with food, and in general 
I found it tasteless and uninteresting. 
That’s why I prefer foreign cuisine now, 
particularly Italian. I loved it from the first time I tried it. I was 
on a trip to Italy, just sightseeing and relaxing before I started 
my first job after university, when I discovered Luigi’s, a small 
traditional restaurant in the hills above Pescara. I couldn’t 
believe how tasty everything was. The whole family was 
involved in the business, either cooking or serving, or just 
growing the vegetables and fruit in their fields. The meat 
came from the butcher in the same village. Every dish was 
freshly cooked and full of wonderful-tasting ingredients.

My place for food
We asked four food Writers aBout the most memoraBle place they have eaten in.
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Writing
part 1

Writing
part 2

You must answer this question. Write your answer in 140–190 words in an appropriate style.

Write an answer to one of the questions 2–5 in this part. Write your answer in 140–190 words in an appropriate style.

1 In your English class you have been talking about young people working.  
Now your teacher has asked you to write an essay for homework.

Write your essay using all the notes and giving reasons for your point of view.

Some teenagers have part-time jobs while they are still in school. 
is this a good or a bad thing for the teenagers?

Notes

Write about:

1 earning pocket money

2 less time for studying

3 .................... (your own idea)

2 Your school is having a story-writing competition and 
you decide to enter. Your story must begin with this 
sentence:
When Mary woke up, she didn’t expect her day to be 
so difficult.

Your story must include:

• an appointment
• an accident

Write your story.

3 Your teacher has asked you to write a review for the 
school magazine of a book you have read recently.
Review the book, giving your opinion and saying 
whether or not you would recommend it.

Write your review.

4 You have seen this announcement in your local 
newspaper.

Write your article.

5 Question 5 always consists of a question on the set 
text. Only answer question 5 if you have studied the 
set text. Here is an example of the kind of question 
you might be asked:
Your English class has had a discussion about the 
book you have read and now your English teacher has 
asked you to write an article for the school magazine. 
Write about an important event in the book. How does 
the event affect the main character?

Write your article.

how does technology like the internet and 
mobile phones affect the way we live today? 
We are looking for articles about the effect of 
modern technology on our lives.

For Writing – Part 1, being able to support your opinion with reasons and examples is 
another skill you will need to write an effective essay. The two prompts you are given help 
to guide and develop the essay and always clearly relate to the question or statement you 
need to deal with. You also need to think of a third idea of your own which is distinct from 
the two prompts given. Try brainstorming ideas for different topics, because it is very 
useful practice for this part of the test. Remember that if you miss out any of the three 
essay prompts, you will be penalised.

tips 
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listening
part 1

You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1–8, choose the best answer (a, B or C).

1 You hear a man talking on the radio about the weather. 
What does he say to people who might be travelling?
a All roads are closed across the country.
B People can travel if they really want to.
c Driving might be difficult but not impossible.

2 You hear two people having a conversation while they are waiting for a bus. 
What problem do they have?
a They are not sure what the time is.
B The bus is late.
c The girl has lost her watch.

3 You hear a voicemail message which a woman leaves for one of her colleagues at work. 
What does she tell her colleague?
a The Belfast office will definitely send the information.
B The work can be completed on time if she gets some help.
c She can’t possibly finish the work by the right date.

4 You hear two schoolchildren discussing one of their teachers. 
What do they say about her?
a She has started to be nice to her students.
B She is very strict with everyone.
c She is fair to all their classmates.

5 You hear two people talking about their friend. 
What happened to him?
a He was seriously injured in a fall.
B He escaped unhurt from a dangerous situation.
c He has recovered after an accident.

6 You hear a travel agent talking about holidays. 
What does the person say about choosing a holiday?
a They can give you good advice.
B It’s difficult to choose a luxury holiday.
c They have the best selection of modern holidays.

7 You hear two teenagers talking. 
What does the girl say about school?
a She is too tired to do her exams.
B She will have a rest in the summer holidays.
c She has too much work to do.

8 You hear a couple talking about a film they have just seen together. 
What do they say?
a They both think the film was too long.
B The woman doesn’t like films about boats.
c The man prefers films about people and animals.
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listening
part 2 / QUESTIONS 9–18

listening
part 3 / QUESTIONS 19–23

You will hear a radio programme about the problems facing young people today. For questions 9–18, 
complete the sentences with a word or short phrase.

You will hear five people talking about their favourite place. For questions 19–23, choose from the list (a–H) what each 
speaker says. Use the letters only once. There are three extra letters which you do not need to use.

young people and the world today
The lack of  9    in the economy can cause young people problems.

According to the speaker, being a teenager is never  10

The speaker says that going to university is now  11   than it used to be.

The alternative to going to university is getting a(n)  12

The speaker advises young people to discuss their  13   with their parents.

In most countries, more people are  14   than ever before.

In spite of the bad economic situation, the  15   of young people are feeling confident about the years ahead.

Africa has always had problems with  16

In some countries in Africa, young people are sometimes forced into  17   by the government.

In some places in the world, the law cannot  18   child workers.

a I go to this place to listen to really loud music.

B My favourite place is exciting but impersonal.

c I go to this place to be completely alone.

d I enjoy meeting strangers in my favourite place.

e Nobody else knows I go there.

f The most important thing about the place I go to is the feeling of freedom.

g My favourite place is a meeting point for a group of friends.

h My favourite place is special because I get lots of exercise there.

Speaker 1 19

Speaker 2 20

Speaker 3 21

Speaker 4 22

Speaker 5 23

Although you should read through the questions for Part 2 and guess what word or type 
of word(s) might complete the sentences, don’t write anything in the gaps until you listen. 
Remember that you only write words that you hear in the text; don’t try to paraphrase 
using your own words to fill the gaps.

For Part 3, use the time you have before you hear the first speaker to read through 
the questions so you know what you are listening for. As you listen to each speaker, try 
and decide which of the eight statements is a paraphrase of something you hear that 
speaker say. Don’t make a final decision until you’ve heard a speaker twice. Remember 
that no statement is true for more than one speaker.

tips 
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listening
part 4 / QUESTIONS 24–30

speaking
part 1 

You will hear a radio interview with Neil Stanton, a fiction writer from Blackpool. 
For questions 24–30, choose the best answer (a, B or C).

For the Speaking parts, you’ll be with another candidate and there will be two examiners, but only one of them will speak to you.

24 What reason does Neil give for why he’s a fiction 
writer?
a It’s a glamorous way to make a living.
B He had early success as a writer.
C He enjoys the endless possibilities.

25 How does Neil say he gets his best ideas for stories?
a by visiting faraway places
B by spending time with other people
c by spending time by himself

26 after deciding on an idea, how does Neil begin 
planning a story?
a He starts with the ending in mind.
B He writes about the people in the story.
c He writes a description of the plot.

27 What aspect of writing gives Neil the most trouble?
a His stories are often too long at first.
B He finds it difficult to make all parts of a story 

interesting.
c He has trouble thinking of a conclusion.

28 What kind of characters does Neil say are his 
favourite?
a those who make a lot of noise
B those who do the unexpected
c those who are very productive

29 What books does Neil say he enjoys reading 
these days?
a books about the subject he studied
B books which are similar to his own stories
c books about times gone by

30 What does Neil advise first-time writers to do?
a Don’t worry about the finer details at first.
B Spend a lot of time on the details.
c Go back and fix mistakes straight away.

2 minutes

First of all we’d like to know something about you.

• Where are you from?

• What do you like about living here?

Select one or more questions from the following category.

future plans
• What will you do when you leave school?

• Do you want to go to university or get a job?

• Do you want to do something else before going to university/getting a job? (What?)

• What would you like to study at university? (Why?)

• What job do you think you will do? (Why?)

• Do you want to work/study in your country or another country? (Where? Why?)
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speaking
part 2 

speaking
partS 3 aND 4 

part 4
Select any of the following questions:

• Why do people visit museums and galleries?

• Do you think museums and galleries are 
just for tourists, or do they have another 
purpose?

• What kinds of galleries and museums are 
most important? (Why?)

• Do you think a country should spend a lot 
of money on museums and galleries? 
(Why?/Why not?)

• Do you think the things in museums and 
galleries should be sold if the country 
needs money?

• Are galleries and museums just for art, or 
should there be other things in them, too? 
(What things?)

• Do you think visitors to galleries and 
museums should have to pay to get in? 
(Why?/Why not?)

Thank you. That is the end of the test.

4 minutes

8 minutes

1 Education
2 the environment

In this part of the test, I’m going to give each of you two 
photographs. I’d like you to talk about your photographs 
on your own for about a minute, and also to answer a short 
question about your partner’s photographs.

Candidate A, it’s your turn first. Here are your photographs. 
They show students at school and university. I’d like you 
to compare the photographs and say what the differences 
are between studying at school and studying at university. 
All right?

(Candidate A speaks for approximately 1 minute.)

Thank you. Candidate B, do you think it’s a good idea to go 
to university after school?

(Candidate B replies for approximately 30 seconds.)

Now, Candidate B, here are your photographs. They show 
some environmental problems. I’d like you to compare 
the photographs and say what environmental problems 
modern technology can cause. All right?

(Candidate B speaks for approximately 1 minute.)

Thank you. Candidate A, why do you think there are so many 
environmental problems today?

(Candidate A replies for approximately 30 seconds.)

part 3
Now, I’d like you to talk about something together for about two 
minutes. Here are some reasons why many teachers take their students 
to museums and art galleries on school outings and a question for you 
to discuss. First you have some time to look at the task.

Now, talk to each other about whether it’s a good idea for students to 
go to museums and art galleries on school outings.

(Candidates reply for approximately 2 minutes.)

Thank you. Now you have about a minute to decide which two things 
are the most important for teachers to think about when they choose 
a museum or art gallery for a school outing.

(Candidates reply for approximately 1 minute.)

IS IT A GOOD IDEA FOR 
STUDENTS TO GO TO 
MUSEUMS AND ART 

GALLERIES ON SCHOOL 
OUTINGS?

LEARN ABOUT THE PAST SEE ACTUAL PAINTINGS

INCREASE 
INTEREST IN ART

ENJOY EXHIBITS 
AND DISPLAYS

GET 
INFORMATION 
FROM GUIDES

a B

C D
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b2 neWs 
Výchova k myšlení 
v evropských a globálních 
souvislostech

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

the year 
We saW 

the future?
looking Back at 2017

Normally in this issue we would go over the biggest 
stories of the past year. But 2017? Hurricanes, wars, 
terrorist attacks, the rise of fascism in Europe and the US – 
sometimes it felt like the whole year was bad news. But 
hey, it’s not all disasters. Let’s look back through some of 
the stories you might have missed. 

the year in  space 
It was an exciting year in 
science, and especially in 
space. March saw big news 
from SpaceX, the company 
founded by Elon Musk. 
Until now, space rockets 
could only be used once. 
But SpaceX’s successful 
test of the Falcon 9 
reusable* rocket may 
mean that exploring space 
could get much cheaper. 

In September, NASA’s 
Cassini spacecraft* 
burnt up in Saturn’s 
atmosphere – a dramatic 
end to a 20-year project. 
Cassini was sent to Saturn 
in 1997, reaching the planet seven years later. Since then, it has 
given us huge amounts of data, including high-quality pictures of 
Saturn and its moons. When the spacecraft was about to run out 
of fuel, NASA sent it on its fi nal mission*: diving into Saturn’s 
atmosphere for a last close-up look at the massive planet.

October brought our fi rst recorded interstellar* visitor – not 
an alien spaceship, but a cigar-shaped asteroid. Nicknamed 
‘Oumuamua (Hawaiian for “scout”), the asteroid probably left its 
home star system about 45 million years ago. 

the year in  technology
Facial recognition (= programs that can recognize individual 
faces) is not new, but until now it wasn’t good enough to be 
very useful. That’s changed. In 2017, a new generation of 
mobile phones arrived, including Samsung’s Galaxy Note 8 and 
the iPhone X, and these can use facial recognition to unlock 
the phone. Facial recognition has become so good because of 
“machine learning”, also called artifi cial intelligence (AI).

And there was a lot more AI news in 2017. One highlight 
was Google’s AlphaGo Zero, a program that plays the Chinese 
game of Go. Google already had a Go-playing program that 
could beat human champions, but in October the new one 
defeated the earlier program by 100 games to 0. It’s a big deal 
(= important thing) because, unlike earlier programs, AlphaGo 
Zero learned the game itself•. 

Another Google project is an AI that can build other AIs, and 
in December this created a new program that works better than 
anything humans have written.  

if you’d like to know more about the Cassini mission, 
NaSa has made a free ebook with a lot of 
photographs. to download it, scan the Qr code or go 
to https://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov/resources/7777.
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Why a go-playing computer matters
Most game-playing computers (like Deep Blue, a famous 
chess-playing computer that beat the chess world champion Garry 
Kasparov 20 years ago) use something called “brute force” methods. 
This means they examine hundreds of millions of possible results 
from each move, then choose the best. But the number of possible 
moves in Go is much higher than in a normal game of chess: one 
mathematician calculated that in a normal master-level game there 
are about a cennovemdecillion possibilities (that’s 1 followed by 
120 zeroes). With this many possibilities, brute force doesn’t work. 
So, the program has to “think” in quite a human way – a step on 
the road to real Artifi cial Intelligence.

science P oint

Glossary*
reusable – can be used again
spacecraft   – a vehicle used for travel 

in space
mission – a special job with a clear goal
interstellar – travelling between stars
wildfi re – a big, uncontrolled fi re 

emissions – (harmful) gases produced 
by cars and other sources

commitments – promised acti ons
dropout – someone who stops going 

to school
to launch – to start selling a new 

product 

the year in  the  environment 
It’s been a “good news, bad news” kind of year in 
the environment. Climate change led to a very dry summer and 
months of wildfi res* both here in Europe (in Spain and Portugal) 
and across the ocean in the US and Canada. Warmer seas mean 
stronger hurricanes, too, and September saw huge destruction 
in south-east Texas, Florida and the Caribbean. 

At the same time, the new Trump administration 
(= government) stopped supporting the fi ght against climate 
change. In January, Trump announced he would restart 
the Keystone XL pipeline, a project to increase the use of highly 
polluting heavy oil, which was stopped by the former president 
Obama. And in June, he declared that the US was pulling out 
of the Paris climate agreement, an international agreement to 
fi ght against climate change. 

Although all this sounds bad (well, it is bad), there is good 
news, too. In November, we learnt that China’s CO2 emissions* 
have started to fall. If this continues, it means the country is 
more than 10 years ahead of its commitments*.     

the year in  pop culture 
Best to mention the worst fi rst: tragedies at two concerts. In 
May, a 22-year-old British university dropout* with extremist 
Islamic views killed 22 people in a bomb attack at an Ariana 
Grande concert in Manchester in England. And in October, 
a 64-year-old American millionaire killed 58 people in a mass 
shooting at an American country music festival in Las Vegas in 
the US. Hundreds of people were injured in both attacks. In both 
cases, the killers died at the scene.

In the world of cinema, the superhero movies kept on coming. 
The LEGO Batman Movie came out in February, Logan in March, 
Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 and Wonder Woman in May, 
Spider-Man: Homecoming in July, and fi nally Justice League and 
Thor: Ragnarok in November. Logan and Wonder Woman were 
especially good, but this is getting silly – we tried to count all 
the Hollywood superhero movies since 2000, but gave up at 38. 
And it’s not going to stop: another eight are planned for 2018. Oof…  

And games news, too. Nintendo launched* its seventh game 
console, the Nintendo Switch, in March. The launch marks 
40 years since Nintendo’s fi rst console, the Color TV-Game 6. 
The Switch has more than 500 games so far. That’s quite a big 
step up from Color TV-Game 6, which only had six versions of 
the tennis game Pong! 
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b2 personal idenTiTY 
multikulturní 
výchova

ancestry1 and family heritage2 are an 
important part of identity and the way 
people interact with the world. Three 
of the most common categories that 
people talk about are race, ethnicity and 
nationality. There can be lots of similarity 
and overlap3 among these words, and even 
experts in sociology or language don’t 
always agree on their exact meanings. But 
we can still talk about some of the general 
differences between them.

The Country in Your Passport
Nationality usually refers to where you 
were born, or in some cases where your 
parents were born. It is often used as a legal 
or technical category: your nationality is 
the country given in your ID card or passport.  

This is very similar to the concept of legal 
citizenship4. Citizens often have special 
rights, like the right to vote; they can also 
have special responsibilities, such as doing 
military service. It is possible for someone 
to have dual5 citizenship, such as someone 
with both a British and a New Zealand 
passport.

Nationality can have a broader meaning 
in a few other contexts (= situations). Many 
Americans who were born in the US still 
describe their nationality as the place that 
their ancestors came from – an American 
citizen, for example, might say they are 
half-Italian or a quarter Japanese. Because 

most US citizens are not Native Americans, 
knowing where your ancestors came from is 
like a national pastime (= hobby).

The Color of Your Skin 
The word “race” usually refers to physical 
appearance, specifically to the color of 
someone’s skin. Some examples of racial 
descriptions include black, white, Asian, 
Hispanic and mixed race. The phrase “people 
of color” (or POC) has also become popular 

in recent years to describe anyone who 
is not white.

Language and Culture
While race describes physical differences 
between groups and cultures, ethnicity 
refers to a shared culture, including 
language, ancestry and beliefs. For example, 
a person living in Europe may share cultural 
traditions with East African or Latin 
American societies. 

Where 
are you 
From?
race, ethnicity 
and Nationality
“Where are you from?” might seem 
like a simple question, but it isn’t 
always an easy one. For example, 
if you are born in Brazil, and your 
parents are Brazilian, and you look 
the way that people expect Brazilians 
to look, then it might seem easy to 
simply say, “I am Brazilian.” But 
if someone is born in Prague, has 
a Czech passport, light brown skin, 
and one Vietnamese parent and 
another who is Nigerian, their answer 
might not be quite so simple.
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Some countries are made up of multiple 
ethnicities. For example, Spanish speakers 
in the United States may eat similar foods, 
have common traditions, and feel connected 
even if they come from a variety of diff erent 
countries. Other examples of ethnic groups 
include indigenous tribes6 (such as those in 
the US, Canada, New Zealand and Australia), 
the Pakistani population in Britain and 
a community with Czech roots living in Texas.
Auburn Scallon (USA)

Some universities in the United States, 
called historically black colleges and 
universities (or HBCus), were established 
before 1964 specifi cally to serve the black 
community. Today any student can apply 
to these schools, but the majority of 
students are still African American. These 
include Howard University in Washington 
DC, Spelman and Moorehouse Colleges in 
Georgia, and Xavier University in Louisiana.

culture P oint

Vocabulary
1 ancestry  [ˈænsestri] – původ
2 heritage  [ˈherɪtɪdʒ] – dědictví
3 overlap  [ˌəʊvəˈlæp] – překrývání
4 citi zenship  [ˈsɪtɪzənʃɪp] – občanství
5 dual  [ˈdjuːəl] – dvojité
6 indigenous tribes  [nˈdɪdʒənəs traɪbz] – 

domorodé kmeny
7 to braid  [breɪd] – splétat do copů
8 scholarship  [ˈskɒləʃɪp] – sti pendium
9 to sue  [suː] – zažalovat

10 to discriminate  [dɪ̍ skrɪmɪneɪt] – diskriminovat

Glossary*
social construct – something that is defi ned by 
society, not biology (e.g. class)  

CaN yoU CHaNGe yoUr raCe?
In 2015, a US woman named Rachel Dolezal made 
headlines with an unusual perspective (= point 
of view) on race. Dolezal grew up with two white 
parents (who have Czech, German and Swedish 
roots) and a white brother in a very conservative 
family in Montana. As a young girl, she had 
blonde hair and white skin. When Dolezal was 
15, her parents adopted a Haitian baby and 
three African American children. 

As she got older, Dolezal started braiding7 
her hair, wearing traditional African clothing, 
and using makeup to darken her skin. Dolezal 
later married an African American man and 
went to Howard University, a historically black 
college·, to study art. When the university tried 
to take away her scholarship8 after the fi rst 
year, she sued9 them for discriminating10 
against her – for being white. 

Later Dolezal began teaching African 
American studies in Washington State and 
became the president of the local NAACP, 

an organization that fi ghts against racial 
discrimination. When people asked, she told 
them she was black or mixed race. But Dolezal 
lost her job and most of her friends in 2015 
when some reporters found her parents in 
Montana and published a story about her 
past. In 2017, she still told the newspaper 
The Guardian, “Calling myself black feels more 
accurate than saying I’m white.”

Dolezal now says that she is trans-black, 
and that race is not biological but a social 
construct*. She argues that she feels more 
comfortable saying that she is black. Her 
critics, however, say that her lying about 
race is wrong. They argue that she hasn’t 
had the lifetime of discrimination that comes 
with being black, and that as a white woman 
she has the choice to look darker, but that 
someone with darker skin doesn’t have 
the same choice to become lighter. What 
do you think? 

Still confused? Scan the Qr 
code (or go to goo.gl/i6i8a7) to 
watch a fun Youtube video about 
race, ethnicity, nationality and 
jellybeans.

martin luther King, Jr. (political activist)

umberto Eco (author)

“We are never racist 
against somebody 

who is very far 
away. I don’t know 
any racism against 
the Eskimos. There 
must be someone 

who is diff erent from 
us – but is living 

close to us.”

“No human race is 
superior (= better); 
no religious faith is 

inferior (= worse than 
another). All collective 
(= describing everyone 
in a group) judgments 

are wrong. Only 
racists make them.”

Elie Wiesel (author)

“You might feel like, ‘well 
I don’t hate black people 
so I’m not a racist’, but 

you benefi t from racism. 
You might not even realize 

the opportunities that 
you have, because you 

haven’t been deprived of 
certain things because of 

the color of your skin.”

look at the following quotes about race and 
identity. Which do you most agree with? are 
there any that you disagree with?

“I have a dream that my 
four little children will one 
day live in a nation where 
they will not be judged by 
the color of their skin but 

by the content of their 
character (= who they are).”

Dave Chappelle (comedian and actor)

Discuss

(author)

“If someone believes 
they are limited by 

(= struggling because 
of) their gender, race 
or background, they 

will become more 
limited.”

Carly Fiorina (businessperson and politician)
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Oxford: 
Really Just One University?
After some quick planning, we decided to take 
a two-day trip to the west to fi nd out. Our 
fi rst stop? A city with a famous university.

Before leaving for Oxford, we thought we 
had all the essentials (= important things) 
ready: our tickets, places to see, snacks… 
We had even bought a map (yes, a real paper 
one). One hour later, we four optimistic 
young men got off  the train, ready to 
uncover1 the city’s secrets.

There was only one problem: none of us 
had actually been there before. 

Oxford, you see, does not have 
a traditional university campus. Instead, 
it is a complex collection of almost 
40 diff erent colleges, connected together 
like a picturesque2 but evil puzzle. Maybe it’s 
paradise3 if you are Sherlock Holmes, but it’s 
a real headache for tourists.

We tried our best to navigate to 
the various important sights, but no matter 
which way we turned the map, one carefully 
maintained garden or dormitory4 looked 
very much like the next. Eventually, we 
did the only sensible thing we could: say 
goodbye to our pride, and ask the locals for 
directions.

Getting lost had made us hungry, and 
we had planned this part of our journey 
a lot better. We went to a pub, The Eagle 
and Child, for a delicious Sunday roast. If 
you’ve never seen it, a Sunday roast is a big 
plate of roasted meat, potatoes, Yorkshire 
pudding• and gravy5 – almost a small 
Christmas dinner! For the English, it is just 
a great way for friends and family to spend 
time together when the weather outside 
is terrible – and in most areas of England, 
that means anytime between September 
and March.

The Eagle and Child is not a usual pub, 
either. It was a famous meeting place for 
the “Inklings”, a group of writers that included 
C. S. Lewis (The Chronicles of Narnia) and 
J.R.R. Tolkien (The Hobbit, The Lord of 
the Rings), who met there in the “Rabbit 
Room” to drink and discuss their stories.

Of course, Oxford is a student town, which 
means nightlife. We went out on the town, 
and, well, we think it must have been very 
good because we can’t really remember 
much! We defi nitely could not continue our 
journey until late the next day. 

An Unexpected Bath
The second day of our trip was spent in 
the city of Bath. It is called Bath because 
there were many ancient Roman baths 
in the area, fed by underground hot 
springs6. Some of those still exist, and they 
are a wonderful mixture of the ancient, 

I had been studying in England for almost a year before my friends and 
I decided to explore outside London. It was the end of the university term and 
a great opportunity to fi nd out what this country was really about. Was it just 

double-decker buses, expensive beer and the Queen?

England
JuSt tHE BaSiCS

population: 53 million

Capital and the largest City: London 
(8.7 million)

Geography: the biggest country of the UK, 
bordered by Scotland to the north and Wales 
to the west

Government: The UK is a constitutional 
monarchy (the king or queen is the head of 
state, but the real power is in the hands of 
a government led by a prime minister); laws 
are made by Parliament, which consists 
of the House of Commons (elected) and 
the House of Lords (not elected). 

exploring england

ancient, 
Medieval 

and Modern

A pub for professors: It’s been a pub for more than 
350 years, and for all that time it has been owned 
by the University. Locals call it “The Bird and 
the Baby”.

The baths in Bath: Before the romans, the Celts 
worshipped the goddess sulis at the hot springs 
here. The romans kept the name, calling 
the town “aquae sulis”.

b1 series: englisH-speaKing CounTries 

tHE uNitED 
KiNGDOm

ENGLAND

NORTHERN 

IRELAND

London

Oxford
Bath

StonehengeGlastonbury

SCOTLAND

W
A

LE
S
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the medieval and the modern. In many ways, 
the city reminded me of a miniature Rome.

Bath is also built on the slopes7 of 
Solsbury Hill, which meant we had to walk 
up and down hills – a lot. This time, however, 
we didn’t mind, because we were already 
looking forward to visiting one of the many 
modern spas8 the city has, at the end of 
the day.

The weather, however, had other plans 
for us. Out of nowhere, a strong wind blew 
up and the rain started coming down in 
buckets (to use an English expression). 
Within minutes, we were soaked9. Normally, 
we would hide in a coffee shop or a pub 
and wait, but that day we chose to defy 
the elements10. We put on our swimming 
suits and went to have a great time in 
the middle of the storm.

From that day on, I have never asked 
again why the English always talk about 
the weather.
George Masouras (GR/CAN)

Vocabulary
1 to uncover [ʌnˈkʌvə(r)] – odhalit
2 picturesque [ˌpɪktʃəˈresk] – 

malebný
3 paradise [ˈpærədaɪs] – ráj

4 dormitory [ˈdɔːmətri] – 
studentská kolej (ubytovna)

5 gravy [ˈɡreɪvi] – omáčka, šťáva 
z masa

6 spring [sprɪŋ] – pramen
7 slope [sləʊp] – svah

8 spa [spɑː] – lázně
9 soaked [səʊkt] – promočený

10 to defy the elements [dɪ̍ faɪ 
ˈelɪmənts] – vzdorovat živlům

11 hill fort [fɔːt] – (pravěké) 
hradiště 

Yorkshire pudding is a baked side dish 
made from eggs, flour and milk, typically 
eaten with meat dishes. It’s rather hard to 
describe. You’ll just have to go to England 
and try it.

culture P oint

Film connections
Did you know that Hogwarts is a real place? 
Or a collection of places, actually – the school 
entrance, the great hall and the hospital 
are part of the Christ Church College and 
the Bodleian Library (the main library of 
Oxford University). For fans, there is even 
a Harry Potter tour, where both young 
wizards and muggles are welcome. Famous 
films like X-Men: First Class and The Golden 
Compass were also filmed in various 
locations around Oxford, so keep an eye out 
(= look around carefully) when you visit!

other Places 
to Visit
The heart of life and culture in England, 
london is a place you just have to 
experience. Whether you like shopping, 
having fun or doing interesting things, there 
is no better place to start your England trip.

If you are in the mood for mysteries, why 
not visit stonehenge? It is a bizarre ring 
of gigantic 5,000-year-old stones, right 
in the middle of the beautiful Dorset 
countryside. There is also an ancient 
hill fort11 nearby.

If you visit England in the summer, make 
sure not to miss the glastonbury festival. 
This five-day festival hosts not just a lot of 
popular singers and bands, but also a big 
selection of dancing, comedy, theatre and 
circus shows. 

adventures in 
english‑speaking

countries

The Rad Cam: The Radcliffe Camera in Oxford was built as a science library. Today it is a reading room 
for the Bodleian Library.
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b1–b2 gaMes 

Vávra believed they would. And in 2014, he 
started a Kickstarter campaign to prove 
it. Kickstarter is a website where ordinary 
people, called backers, can put small 
amounts of money into a project. The aim 
was to raise £300,000 – only a tiny bit of 
the total cost of making the game, but 
enough to prove people were interested.

In the end, 35,384 backers invested 
£1,106,371. It was not just a dream any 
more. It was going to be the biggest game in 
Czech history.

Bridge magazine interviewed Joanna 
Nowak, the game’s historian, and John 
Comer, the lead translator, to fi nd out how 
realistic the game really is. 

The Game
Kingdom Come: Deliverance begins in 
1403. The King of Hungary and Holy 
Roman Emperor, Sigismund, has invaded 

Bohemia. The Bohemian king, Wenceslas 
(Václav) IV, is his prisoner. Sigismund’s 
armies cross the land, killing and looting1. 
Among the dead are the family of a village 
blacksmith2, and the blacksmith (that’s you!) 
goes looking for revenge… 

The way you play is up to you. If you want, 
you can be a big fi ghter. Or you can play 
in ways that need almost no fi ghting, by 
being diplomatic or sneaky3. The developers 
have a system called Playlines that lets you 
play up to four diff erent versions of your 
adventure at the same time. They promise 
that each Playline can be so diff erent that 
it’s like a diff erent game each time. 

Getting It Right
The world of the game is so detailed that 
players may choose to spend a lot of time 
just exploring. Joanna explained to me how 
they worked to get the level of realism. “We 

looked at everything. What grows here, or 
there? What does the local rock look like? 
Can you hear water?” 

They used geological surveys4 to learn 
how the land has changed. They studied 
how the plant life has changed, too (for 
example, the forests today are mostly 
conifers5, but in 1403 there were more leafy 

experience history with 
Kingdom Come: Deliverance

In 2011, Czech game developer Daniel Vávra had a vision for a new game: 
a historical adventure set in Bohemia exactly as it was in the 1400s. Vávra had 

made two of the Czech Republic’s most successful PC games ever (Mafi a and 
Mafi a II). Even so, not everyone thought that his new idea could be interesting. 

Would anyone care about a game set in medieval Bohemia?
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trees). When they couldn’t fi nd a plant 
in the wild, they went to the botanical 
gardens to learn about it.   

White Chickens
When I asked for an example of the kinds 
of details they had to think about, John 
immediately mentioned chickens. Chickens?

“We had white chickens in the demo,” 
Joanna explained. “A fan wrote to us that 
white chickens didn’t exist back then. 
I found pictures of white chickens in some 
illuminations6, but they were very unusual. 
There were some, but…” She shrugged7. “We 
changed the chickens.” 

Colours were often a diffi  cult point. “It’s 
very hard to know the colours of things 
back then,” Joanna explained. “They used 
diff erent words for colours – the words 
‘orange’ or ‘pink’ didn’t exist, for example. 
And the colours of old things have changed 
with time.” 

The Monastery
Joanna is especially proud of 
the architecture, with every known building 
almost exactly as it really was in 1403. 
The largest and most complex building is 
the Sázava monastery. Although this was 
fi rst built in the 11th century, it was not 
fi nished at the time the game is set – and 
it was mostly burned down in the Hussite 
Wars, shortly after the events in the game. 

The team studied historical documents 
and made many visits to the site. They also 
researched the details of monastery life. 
Where would people walk? Where would 
carts9 stop?

The monastery at Sázava also had 
frescoes – paintings on the wall. The team 
from Warhorse, the game’s developers, 
did careful research to fi nd out what 
those paintings looked like. And here’s 
my favourite detail: in medieval and 
Renaissance times, artists were paid by 
rich men, and these men often wanted 
the artists to put them and their families 
in the paintings. Look at the paintings 
in the in-game monastery, and you’ll 
see the faces of some of the people who 
invested in the game!

Old Bohemian English
The game is set in Bohemia but it is in 
English. So what kind of English? Historical 
accuracy was impossible, John explained. 
The “English” that people spoke in 
the 15th century was a diff erent language 
from today. So the game uses modern 
English, but tries to avoid modern-sounding 
words. And the game gets a Bohemian feel 
from Czech and German names – and a little 
bit of Czech bad language!

Entering History?
As John pointed out, Kingdom Come: 
Deliverance is a game, not a virtual reality 
experience. They couldn’t make every detail 
right. The haircuts, for example. “We’ve 
already had complaints about that,” said 
John. “But that was a compromise we had to 
make. Players will meet a lot of characters, 
and if everyone has the same haircut, they’ll 
get confused.” They had the same problem 
with names. “There’s more variety in names 
than in real life. But we couldn’t have 
everyone called Jan.”  

But how does the game compare to 
a historical movie? “It’s defi nitely much
more realistic than movies,” John said.

Joanna added: “Some of my students 
asked me if it’s as good as a history book. 
Well, it’s not perfect. But for the fi rst time 
it’s a way of actively living in history. And 
that’s something a textbook can’t off er.” 
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

Kingdom Come: Deliverance will be 
released for playStation 4, Xbox 
One, microsoft Windows, linux and 
macintosh on February 13th.

Competition
Bridge has six Kingdom Come: Deliverance 
T-shirts to give away. To win, answer this 
question: Who was king of Bohemia before 
Wenceslas IV?

Send your answer to 
competi ti on@bridge-online.cz, subject: 
“Kingdom Come” by February 4th. 
Don’t forget to me ntion your full name and 
address in the email. 

Vocabulary
1 to loot  [luːt] – rabovat
2 blacksmith  [ˈblæksmɪθ] – kovář
3 sneaky  [ˈsniːki] – rafi novaný
4 survey  [ˈsɜːveɪ] – průzkum
5 conifer  [ˈkɒnɪfə(r)] – jehličnan
6 illuminati on  [ɪˌluːmɪ̍ neɪʃn] – ilustrace 

(ve středověkém rukopise)
7 to shrug  [ʃrʌɡ] – pokrčit rameny
8 monastery  [ˈmɒnəstri] – klášter
9 cart  [kɑːt] – vůz, povoz

Vocabulary
1 to loot  [luːt] – rabovat
2 blacksmith  [ˈblæksmɪθ] – kovář
3 sneaky  [ˈsniːki] – rafi novaný
4 survey  [ˈsɜːveɪ] – průzkum
5 conifer  [ˈkɒnɪfə(r)] – jehličnan
6 illuminati on  [ɪˌluːmɪ̍ neɪʃn] – ilustrace 

(ve středověkém rukopise)
7 to shrug  [ʃrʌɡ] – pokrčit rameny
8 monastery  [ˈmɒnəstri] – klášter
9 cart  [kɑːt] – vůz, povoz
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How New Words Are Created
Words are entering the language all the time. How many? 
No one knows for sure, but dictionaries add a few thousand 
new words every year. Some stick around*, some don’t. 

Old Word, New Meaning
You don’t always need a new word – you can take an old one 
and give it a new use. The word “troll”, for instance, is as 
old as fairy tales. But, of course, it means something 
diff erent on the internet. 

You can also turn one part of speech1 into 
another. The simplest form of this is using 
a noun as a verb, which is how English often 
works anyway. We say “a murder” and “to 
murder”, for example, so why not turn 
“a message” into “to message”?

Stick Some Bits On
Also, there’s always the option of using 
prefi xes2 and suffi  xes3. There are lots to 
choose from. You can even use several of 
them at once! Say you start with a word 
like “defenestrate” (= to throw someone 
out of a window). That’s already got 
the de- prefi x and -ate suffi  x… but let’s 
add a few more. The action of throwing 
someone out of a window is defenestration 
(score: 2 suffi  xes). Someone who 
thinks this is a good idea could be 
a defenestrationist (3 suffi  xes). 
Motivated by defenestrationistic 
(4 suffi  xes) feelings, he (or she) might 
act defenestrationistically (5 suffi  xes). 
Of course, someone else might be 
an antidefenestrationist (2 prefi xes). 
Perhaps the defenestrationist would 
pretend to be antidefenestrationist by acting 
pseudoantidefenestrationistically (for a grand total of 
33 letters, 3 prefi xes and 5 suffi  xes). Now say that fi ve times!

Sometimes a part of a word ends up becoming 
a new prefi x or suffi  x, as has happened with 
the second part of the word “entertainment”. This 
was borrowed for “edutainment”, meaning a TV 
programme both entertaining and educating. 

THrIllDULgING  
Have you ever realized that there isn’t a word for 
something you want to say? It might be that you’re 
trying to describe something new, like a new idea, 
a new technology or a new activity. It might be that 
the word you want to use has a ssociations that you 
don’t like. Whatever the problem, you can try to use 
an existing word and hope that your meaning is 
clear – or you can create a new word to fi t your needs.

The Secrets of Making New Words

D
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Since then, it has been used in many new 
ways. Can you guess the meanings of 
retrotainment, advertainment, militainment 
and irritainment? 

Frankenwords 
Another fun way to create new words is 
to put two words together, either simply 
(as in “fanmail”, meaning letters from your 
fans) or by using part of each word (like 
“dramedy”, a TV show which is both a drama 
and a comedy). Words made this way are 
sometimes called Frankenwords, because 
they are made from bits and pieces of other 
words – as Frankenstein’s monster was 
made from bits and pieces of other people. 

Acronyms
You make an acronym by taking the fi rst 
letters of a phrase and pronouncing them as 
a word. We usually know when we’re using an 
acronym: we say ASAP or POTUS, but we know 
that they are not real words. ASAP stands 
for as soon as possible, POTUS for president 

of the United States. But did you know that 
radar, laser and sonar are also acronyms?

Loan Words
Feeling multicultural – or just lazy? Why 
not steal a word from another language? 
The word “neologism” (= new word) is an 
example of this, as it was fi rst made up by 
the French (neologisme) and then stolen 
by Brits. Another example is “pistol”, which 
was an English version of a German copy of 
the Czech original, píšťala. 

Stealing Names
While we’re talking about stealing words 
from other places, names can be a good 
place to start, too. We have the word 
“mesmerize” (= to have someone’s attention 
completely) after Dr Mesmer, a famous 
hypnotist, and “stentorian” (= loud-voiced), 
after an ancient Greek man called Stentor 
who had a voice “as loud as ten men”. Or we 
can use a company or product name, as we 
do when we “google” something or “hoover” 
the carpet. 

Made-Up Words
If you can’t fi nd an existing word to 
modify or steal, you can always just make 
something up. Purely made-up words 
don’t often get used very much, but 
some do. In one book by the children’s 
writer Dr Seuss, a boy promises: “I'll sail 
to Ka-Troo. And bring back an IT-KUTCH, 
a PREEP, and a PROO, a NERKLE, a NERD, and 

Vocabulary
1 part of speech  [spiːtʃ] – slovní druh
2 prefi x  [ˈpriːfɪks] – předpona 
3 suffi  x  [ˈsʌfɪks] – přípona
4 acronym  [ˈækrənɪm] – zkratka

5 loan  [ləʊn] – výpůjčka

Glossary* 
to sti ck around – to stay somewhere, to 

conti nue being used

i. Frankenwords are the most common 
type of new words today, probably 
because they’re so fun to make up. See if 
you can match these Frankenwords with 
their root words and then work out what 
they mean. Try to use them in your own 
sentences.  

FrENEmY  

GlampiNG

CHillaX

FlOOrDrOBE

chill out

camping

wardrobe

friend 

relax

enemy

glamorous

fl oor

ii. What do you think the title “Thrilldulging 
in Wordistry” means? How were these 
words created?

solutions in TF and next month 
on the Bridge websites

impediment – překážka

a SEERSUCKER, too!” You won’t hear many 
people using preep, proo or nerkle, but I’m 
pretty sure you know a few nerds. 

The Happy Mistake
Sometimes a mistake leads to another 
new word. If you play video games, you 
might have seen “pwn” [pəʊn], meaning 
“completely defeat”. This began as a typo 
for “own”, which also has the same slang 
meaning. The Oxford English Dictionary 
once listed pwn as its word of the day!
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

frankenwords are made 
from bits and pieces 
of other words – as 

frankenstein’s monster 
was made from bits and 
pieces of other people.

t‑a‑s‑k

WOrdI STry!IN

When Calvin says that “verbing weirds language” he means that 
changing other parts of speech (nouns, adjectives) into verbs 
makes language strange. But to say it, he actually changes a noun 
(verb) and an adjective (weird) into verbs himself. It was meant as 
a joke, but it really shows how eff ective the trick is.
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William Lee (UK)

RACES ON 
SNOW AND ICE
Winter Olympics in South Korea
This February, athletes from around the world will be going to South Korea to 
compete in the Winter Olympics. And there’s more to look forward to than ever 
before, with exciting new events• and around 90 participating countries. 

the Biggest Winter Games
The fi rst Winter Olympics took place in 1924 in 
Chamonix in France, and included only 16 events and 
only 258 competitors from 16 countries. This year’s 
Olympics, starting on February 9th, will have 102 events 
in 15 diff erent sports. Some of these sports didn’t even 
exist when the fi rst Games were held. 

What’s New?
One of the most popular modern winter sports is 
snowboarding, and a new snowboarding event is going 
to be added to the Olympic schedule. It’s called Big Air. 
Big Air athletes ride their snowboard down a mountain 
and jump from very large jumps. While they are in 
the air, they perform tricks like somersaults1. They earn 
points for the height and length of their jump as well as 
the technical diffi  culty of the trick they perform. Sounds 
terrifying, doesn’t it? But it’s going to be exciting to watch!

Another new event is mass-start speed skating. In this 
event, athletes don’t skate in pairs; instead all competitors 
(up to 24 of them) begin the race at the same time. 
That’s going to be a very crowded skating rink.

some problems
It wouldn’t be the Olympic Games without controversy. This year 
a lot of people are worrying about the tension2 with North Korea, 
the neighbouring totalitarian country led by the dictator Kim Jong-un, 
especially after a recent 
series of North Korean 
missile3 tests. But most 
experts believe that 
there is no real danger 
to the Olympics from 
North Korea.

Another controversy 
surrounds the Russian 
athletes. After more than 
a year of investigation, 
the International Olympic 
Committee has said that Russian state offi  cials were helping athletes to 
use drugs to make them perform better. As a penalty, the Russian team 
cannot take part in the Games. Russian athletes who have never had any 
problems with doping will be able to compete, but under a neutral fl ag. If 
they win, the Russian national anthem will not be played.

Fewer Hockey stars
One big disappointment this 
year surrounds the men’s ice 
hockey competition. In recent 
years, the National Hockey 
League (NHL) has been 
halted4 for the Olympics. 
Professional hockey players 
from around the world were 
allowed to stop playing for 
their NHL teams and play 
for their national teams and 
Olympic medals instead. 
This year, unfortunately, 
the Games organisers 
couldn’t reach an agreement 
with the NHL, so many of 
the world’s best ice hockey 
players won’t be able to go to 
the Olympics.
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a Guardian tiger
Every Olympic Games has its own mascot. 
This year the mascot is based on the rare 
white tiger and is called Soohorang. 
Koreans think of the white tiger as their 
country’s guardian5 animal – a bit like 
the Czech lion. Soohorang symbolises how 
all the competitors and spectators6 at 
the event will be protected.

a meaningful logo
The Games’ logo is 
based on the Korean 
writing system, called 
Hangul. It symbolises 
the area where 
the Games will be 
held: “a square where 
the earth meets 
the sky, and where athletes excel on snow 
or on ice”. 

medals with letters
The Hangul alphabet was also used 
on the Olympic medals. The letters of 
the alphabet can be seen around the disc, 
and special software was used to join them 
with lines across the front of the disc. 
The lines are meant to resemble tree trunks7 
and symbolise the work that has gone into 
developing Korean culture and the Games.

The Olympics will be held in PyeongChang, 
some 80 kilometres from the Demilitarized 
Zone that separates North and South Korea. 
It will be the fi rst Winter Olympics in South 
Korea. In 1988, the South Korean capital 
Seoul hosted the Summer Olympics.

CZeCH HoPeS
how many medals will czech athletes bring home from south korea? 
nobody knows yet, but here are some of the biggest czech winter sports stars.

martina sáblíková
This speed skater has already won fi ve Olympic 
medals, and many more from the World and 
European Championships. Will she achieve 
a “hat trick” by winning a third Olympic medal 
in a row in the 5000-metre race? Sáblíková also 
competes in road cycling races in the summer.

fun 
fact

Before a race, she always puts on her 
right skate fi rst and left skate second.

eva samková
Samková competes in boardercross, an event 
in which 4–6 snowboarders race down a track 
with various jumps and turns. She won a gold 
medal at the 2014 Sochi Olympics. “I’m going to 
Korea for a medal,” she announced confi dently 
at the end of last year. 

fun 
fact

She still draws a moustache under her 
nose before races, to bring her good luck.

ester ledecká
This snowboarder made a good impression 
back in the 2014 Olympics, although she didn’t 
win any medals. Since then she has taken 
two golds and one silver at the Snowboarding 
World Championships. She is also good at 
downhill skiing and her dream is to compete in 
both sports at the 2018 Olympics.

fun 
fact

She has banned people from saying 
the word “Olympics” in front of her.

czech Biathletes
The Czech team has achieved huge success 
in the biathlon in recent years, bringing 
home several medals from the 2014 Olympics 
and from the last world championship. 
The biggest star, Gabriela Koukalová, was 
the overall winner of the Biathlon World Cup 
in the 2015/2016 season. Czech biathletes 
have been having fi tness problems recently, 
however, so it’s hard to say if they will be on 
top form in Korea.

Vocabulary
1 somersault  [ˈsʌməsɔːlt] – salto
2 tension  [ˈtenʃn] – napětí 
3 missile  [ˈmɪsaɪl] – raketa, raketový
4 to halt  [hɔːlt] – pozastavit, 

přerušit

5 guardian  [ˈɡɑːdiən] – strážný
6 spectator  [spekˈteɪtə(r)] – divák
7 resemble tree trunks  [rɪ̍ zembl 

trʌŋks] – připomínat kmeny 
stromů

Language Point•
The word event means 
anything that happens. In 
the Olympics specifi cally it 
means a competi ti on that leads 
to medals. 

NOrtH 
KOrEa

JapaN

ruSSia

CHiNa

CHiNa

SOutH 
KOrEa

pyeongChang
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samba in rio de Janeiro
Called “an overdose2 of fun” by its planners, this five-day celebration 
usually takes place in February, which is typically the hottest month 
in the southern hemisphere. There are floats3, costumes, and lots 
of music, especially samba. Samba music and dance were invented 
by Afro-Brazilians and are now cultural symbols highlighted during 
Carnival. With an average of over two million people every year, the Rio 
de Janeiro Carnival is the biggest in the world.

 
 

Carnival 
Time

Picture 
a parade of 

people, young and 
old, dressed in costumes 

and masks, singing songs and 
playing music as they walk up 
and down the streets of a town 

or village. What do you call this? 
Masopust? Mardi Gras? Carnival? 

Whatever name you use, wherever 
you are in the world, these 
merry festivals celebrate 

the same thing.

arnivals (as we will call 
them generally) have 
their roots in 
traditional Christian 
and folk culture. 

In the Christian calendar, 
January 6th is called Epiphany, or 
Three Kings’ Day. The weeks 
after this are a time of dancing, 
eating, drinking and generally 
having fun before Lent.

What is Lent, you ask? Lent 
is a 40-day period beginning on 
a day called ash Wednesday1 
and ending on Easter Sunday. 
Traditionally, it was a period of 
fasting, meaning Christians did 
not eat meat during that whole 
time. These days, instead of 
meat, many Christians choose 

to give up something else they 
consider a luxury, such as eating 
candy or watching TV or buying 
new things.

The Tuesday before Ash 
Wednesday is the last and most 
important day of the party season. 
It has many names, including 
Mardi Gras (which means Fat 
Tuesday), Shrove Tuesday and 
even Pancake Day (because 
pancakes have traditionally 
been eaten on this day in some 
countries, including England).

No matter which religion 
you follow, or even if you don’t 
follow a religion at all, you can 
still participate in carnival. Here 
are a few of the most popular 
parades and parties.

Vocabulary
1 Ash Wednesday [æʃ] – Popeleční 

středa
2 overdose [ˈəʊvədəʊs] – 

předávkování
3 float [fləʊt] – alegorický vůz
4 ball [bɔːl] – ples, bál
5 to exaggerate [ɪɡˈzædʒəreɪt] – 

přehánět
6 bead [biːd] – korálek, korálkový

Italy has many Carnivals, but 
the one in Venice is the most 
famous. It continues for 
over two weeks. It is full 
of events like parades, 
balls4 and contests where 
participants are rewarded 
for the best costumes and 
masks. In Venice the events 
have a European feel, 
and the costumes often 
exaggerate5 the aristocratic 
looks of the 18th and 
19th centuries. For a time, 
the festival was seen as so 
extreme that it was even 
made illegal.

Molly Emmett 
(USA)

Though Mardi Gras means “Fat Tuesday” in French, 
the expression is most famously connected to 
the Carnival parade in New Orleans, the largest city 
in Louisiana in the southern USA. The tradition was 
brought to the region by French Catholic explorers, 
and now every year a crazy celebration takes place. 
Social clubs called krewes build floats and throw candy 
during a parade, which then turns into a street party 
full of costumes, alcohol and colored bead16 necklaces.

masks in Venice

Craziness in 
New Orleans
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One of the most famous lines in Hamlet is 
not actually spoken by the lead character 
himself. This fatherly advice is given by 
Polonius to his son Laertes, warning him 
to stay out of trouble. Polonius was known 
for giving long-winded* speeches and 
encouraging others to be honest and good, 
while he himself spies on* both his children 
and Hamlet.  

PLAY: Hamlet

Guess the meaning:
a If you cannot lie to yourself, you will not 

be able to lie to anyone else.

B Even if you can manage to lie to others, 
you cannot lie to yourself.

C If you can be yourself, then you will 
always be honest with others.

* long-winded – using many words to say 
something; to spy on – to watch someone 
secretly; thine – your; thou canst – you can’t

Grammar in a Modern Context
How could you rewrite Shakespeare’s quote 
using modern, conversational English? 
Rearrange the words below to complete 
the fi rst half of the quote.

to / Be / Yourself / true

Now look at the quotes below. Which do you 
most agree with? Are there any that you 
disagree with? Discuss with a partner.

SHAKESPEARE’S  
CORNER Auburn Scallon 

(USA)

“This above all: 
to thine* own 
self be true. And 
it must follow, as 
the night the day, 
thou canst* not 
then be false 
to any man.”

solutions on the Cd, in TF and next 
month on the Bridge websites

 Hamlet

“This above all: 

self be true. And 
it must follow, as 
the night the day, 
thou canst* not 

“A friend is someone who gives you 
total freedom to be yourself.” 

Jim morrison (musician)

“A girl should be two things: 
who and what she wants.”

Coco Chanel (fashion designer)

“To be yourself in a world that is 
constantly trying to make you 
something else is the greatest 

accomplishment.”
ralph Waldo Emerson (poet)

“I take a lot of pride in being myself. 
I’m comfortable with who I am.” 

James mcavoy (actor)

“Be yourself. Everyone else is 
already taken.”

Oscar Wilde (author)

“I take a lot of pride in being myself. 

disagree with? Discuss with a partner.

mind
Benders Megan 

LeBoeuf 
(USA)

The Testing Dimension
It is nearly time for exams in the Testing Dimension. 
Time to get studying. You don’t have much time 
left and you’re tired and stressed: you only have 
6 points of energy. And you don’t know what you 
should have studied. Oh well, you’ll just have to 
learn as much as you can. Off  to the Study Maze.

The Study Maze has lots of rooms. Each time 
you go into a room, you learn the word in that room 
(don’t forget to write down each word you learn on 
your note paper). Of course, studying is hard, so every 
time you enter a room, you lose one energy point. 
Make sure you fi nish before your energy runs out.  

Oh, one more thing. Just a hint: it’s always good to 
have some energy for exam day.
Well, off  you go. Study, study, study.   

note: Do not turn the page around to read the exam 
questions until you have your list of words.

turKEY SpiDEr ENGlaND BaCON parrOt

piNK WalES KaNGarOO CHOCOlatE BluE

start EGGS tiGEr uSa finish

SCOtlaND BrOWN Bat BuFFalO auStralia

WHitE SNaKE irElaND rED pumpKiN

NOtE papErThe Testing Dimension

The exam Exam day. You sit down at your desk and turn over your test paper. 
Remember, you ONLY know the answers you have learned (i.e. the words on 
your note paper). How many of the questions can you answer? You get one 
point for each correct answer. You can use the same word more than once. 

1 Name a food that Americans traditionally 
eat on Thanksgiving.

2 Name an animal that comes from Australia.

3 Name a country that is in the UK.

4 Name one natural color for the human eye.

5 Name a common symbol of Halloween.

6 Name an animal that comes from 
North America.

7 Name one color found on the all of 
the fl ags of the US, UK and Australia.

8 Name a food that the English traditionally 
eat at Easter.

9 Name a country where Christmas is 
celebrated on December 25th.

10 Name an animal people keep as pets.

How many points did you get?

Remember I said it’s good to have energy for 
the test? Well, if you have any energy points 
left, you can add them to your score. What 
is your total? Hm… You didn’t get very many 
points, did you? Fortunately, the examiners 
will let you try again. 

Do-Overs This time you know the test questions. And 
you give yourself plenty of time to study, so 
you have 12 energy points to use. Try the maze 
and the exam again. The rules are the same. 
How many points can you get?

note
Do not read 

this part until 
you fi nish 
studying!
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Emeli Sandé was born in 1987 
to a white British mother and 
a black Zambian father. When 
she was four, they moved to 
the village of Alford in Scotland. 
Since they were the fi rst 
non-white family there, Emeli had 
to get used to standing out1. “We 
were seen as very diff erent,” she 
remembers. “But we experienced 
nothing negative; nor did 
I encounter2 bullying or racism.”

Emeli’s father was a teacher 
and she attended the school 
where he worked. “No way I could 
get into trouble, because it 
would’ve got back to him within 
minutes,” she remembers. But 
being a good student wasn’t hard 
for her: “I was very shy, nerdy and 
extremely well-behaved.”

Emeli started playing musical 
instruments when she was 
four, and she sang in the school 
choir3. But she didn’t just want to 
perform music; she also wanted 
to write it. She wrote her fi rst 
song when she was 11.  

Her talent didn’t go unnoticed, 
and after winning a BBC music 
competition, she was off ered 
a record deal4. But she refused 
it and went to study medicine. 
She chose neuroscience5. 
“I just thought the brain was 
fascinating,” she says.

Emeli studied medicine for 
four years but never became 
a doctor – because music got in 
the way. In 2009, she co-wrote 
and appeared on the song 
“Diamond Rings” by the English 
rapper Chipmunk, which became 
a hit in the UK. That was when 
she realised that a musical career 
was what she really wanted and 
she left university. Although 
medicine and music may seem 
like two diff erent worlds, 
Emeli says that her studies 
helped her as a songwriter: “It 
is so hard becoming a doctor. 
The discipline and the attention 
to detail required is immense6. 
But I’ve taken that into my work 
and the way I write songs.” 

When it comes to music, it’s 
hard to put Emeli in a box. Her 
fi rst successes came when she 
was working with the producer 
Naughty Boy, writing for grime 

artists (grime is a mix of UK 
garage, jungle, hip-hop and ragga). 
She has also written for many 
other artists, including R&B stars 
Rihanna and Alicia Keys and pop 
star Katy Perry. Her own music is 
mostly a mix of soul and R&B.

In 2012, Emeli released her 
fi rst album, Our Version of 
Events, which soon reached 
number one. At the Brit Awards 
(Britain’s most important music 
prizes), she won the award for 
the best female solo artist as well 
as for the best album of the year.

Emeli’s second album, 
Long Live the Angels, was 
infl uenced by a visit to her 
father’s homeland of Zambia. 
Her father and cousins even sing 
backing vocals on a song called 
“Tenderly”. And Emeli was again 
declared the best British female 
solo artist last year.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)
Zuzana Pernicová (CZ)

She grew up in Scotland, but her roots go as far as 
Zambia. She always wanted to make music, and yet 
chose to study medicine. She was a shy child but now 
enjoys singing for big crowds. Meet Emeli Sandé, “best 
British female musician of 2017”, who is coming to 
Prague’s O2 arena in February, to perform in Czechia 
for the fi rst time.

Fun Facts
Emeli’s real name is Adele 
Emily. She chose the stage 
name Emeli to not be confused 
with another British musician 
named Adele.

Emeli has a tattoo of Frida 
Kahlo, a Mexican artist, 
because she fi nds Kahlo and 
her struggle with her hard life 
very inspiring. “Her being on my 
arm is a constant reminder not 
to be afraid,” says Emeli.

Medicine 
and Music

Vocabulary
1 to stand out – vyčnívat
2 to encounter [ɪnˈkaʊntə(r)] – 

setkat se s
3 choir [ˈkwaɪə(r)] – sbor

4 record deal – nahrávací smlouva
5 neuroscience [ˈnjʊərəʊsaɪəns] – 

věda o mozku a nervovém systému
6 immense [ɪˈmens] – obrovský

48 Bridge – maturita special 2018

She wrote 
her fi rst song 

when she was 

11

“i’d fi nd it very diffi  cult to go out 
and sing other people’s songs 
week after week. it simply 
wouldn’t feel truthful, ” says 
emeli to explain why she prefers 
to write her own songs.

emeli 
Sandé
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A National Treasure
Jack London is one of the most popular 
American authors. He was born as John Griffi  th 
Chaney in San Francisco in 1876. As a teenager 
he had many diff erent jobs including working 
in a cannery1, down a coal mine2 and on a ship. 
He bought his own boat and had a brief career 
as an oyster pirate*, as well as being 
homeless and travelling around the US 
by train. 

When he was just 17, he wrote 
a short story about his life at sea 
which won a writing competition in 
a local newspaper. However, it was 
visiting the Yukon to make his fortune3 
in the gold rush4 that convinced him 
he could become a full-time writer.

The Gold Rush
Between 1896 and 1899, one of 
the last great gold rushes took place 
in the Klondike region of the Yukon 
Territory in north-west Canada. Around 
100,000 people moved there to try and make their 
fortunes. A few did become very rich, but most left 
empty-handed*. Jack London was one of these. 
Even worse, he got scurvy*. As a result, he lost four 
teeth and suff ered from poor health for the rest of 
his life. However, his time there inspired some of 
his best work.

A Dog’s Life
His most famous stories, The Call of the Wild and 
White Fang, are both partly set in the Yukon, and 
both deal with dogs surviving in the frozen north 
and often being mistreated5 by humans. These 
books became hugely popular. Jack London was 
one of the fi rst writers to become famous all over 
the world, and by the time he died in 1916, he 
had written over 200 novels, short stories, plays, 
collections of poetry and articles. Many of his 
books were later made into fi lms, and his works 
are still widely read today. 
Liam Peach (UK)

Vocabulary
1 cannery  [ˈkænəri] – konzervárna
2 coal mine  [kəʊl maɪn] – uhelný důl
3 to make one’s fortune  [ˈfɔːtʃuːn] – zbohatnout
4 gold rush – zlatá horečka
5 to mistreat  [ˌmɪsˈtriːt] – špatně zacházet, týrat

6 crossbreed  [ˈkrɒs briːd] – kříženec
7 snarl  [snɑːl] – vrčení
8 sled dog – saňový pes
9 ferocious  [fəˈrəʊʃəs] – divoký, zuřivý

10 judge  [dʒʌdʒ] – soudce

Jack london 
and White Fang

White Fang 
White Fang tells the story of a wolf-dog 
crossbreed6 born in the Yukon. The cub* and 
his mother are taken in by Native Americans. 
His owner, Grey Beaver, calls him “White Fang” 
for his angry snarl7 (“fang” means “sharp tooth”). 

Grey Beaver sells White Fang’s mother, 
and the cub begins a very hard life as a sled 
dog8. There is no love between White Fang 
and Grey Beaver, only a kind of working 
partnership, and the other dogs hate him 
because they can smell his wolf blood. White 
Fang grows up to be an aggressive animal 
and a ferocious9 fi ghter. When men begin 
coming to the Yukon in search of gold, Grey 
Beaver sees a chance to make money. He 
heads north, taking White Fang with him.

→ read the comic strip to learn the story of 
White Fang’s life as “the fi ghting wolf”. 

The man who saves White Fang from death 
is an American named Weedon Scott. At 

fi rst Weedon thinks he will have to shoot 
the wolf. He believes that White Fang is too 
badly injured to live and too ferocious to 
allow anyone to help him. But then he sees 
signs of intelligence, and he decides that 
the wolf might change if treated with love 
and gentleness. A new chapter in White 
Fang’s life begins. It takes time for Weedon 
and his friend Matt to win White Fang’s 
trust, but gradually his hatred and anger 
fade (= disappear). When Weedon and Matt 
decide to return home to California, they set 
the wolf free – but White Fang follows them, 
and Weedon decides to take him home.

In California, Weedon’s father, a judge10, is 
sure that Weedon has made a bad mistake: 
“A wolf is a wolf,” he says. “You can never 
trust one.” But perhaps something will make 
him change his mind?

listen to the CD to hear 
how the story ends.

Glossary*
oyster pirate – someone who illegally hunts for oysters (ústřice)
to leave empty-ended – to go away with nothing
scurvy – an unpleasant disease caused by the lack of vitamin C 

(kurděje)
cub – a young wolf (also a young lion, bear, etc.)

Jack 
london



50 Bridge – maturita special 2018

b1–b2 liTeraTure 
tracks 
23–24

lESSON
plaN



Bridge – maturita special 2018 51

Vocabulary
The Rockies – Skalnaté hory
lynx [lɪŋks] – rys
savage [ˈsævɪdʒ] – divoch
to meet one’s match – narazit na 

rovnocenného protivníka



to be sick of – to be unhappy about; steamy – very hot and often full of steam

honored – proud and happy

bunk – a type of bed (especially if there are two attached together, one on the top of the other)


