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Dear Readers,
What do we have in store for you in 

April? One of our writers tells us about 
some special places in her home country 
of New Zealand, while another shares her 
experiences of visiting New York. We’ve got 
an article on spring festivals, including Easter 
traditions. We take a look at mobile security: 
our lives are in our phones, but many of us 
don’t know quite how big the risks are even 
when we only use official app stores. There’s 
also a fun look at what the future might have 
for us in the world of jobs and work. 

Speaking of the future, are you interested 
in going on to study a creative subject such 
as art or fashion? Earlier in the year, we 
sat down with fashion design students at 
UMPRUM to get a glimpse into what they 
are doing, and you can read about their work 
in this issue. For those more into sport, we 
have a piece on basketball, written with one 
of our student reporters who is also a pro 
basketballer.

And a birthday note: The famous English 
poet William Wordsworth is 250 years old 
this month. Or at least, he would be if he 
wasn’t dead. We didn’t find space for him 
in the magazine (sorry, Will), but there’s an 
extra article in the Teachers’ File. 

What else? We’ve got some film and TV 
tips… and Earth Day… and you know what to 
do. Turn the page and start reading. See you 
next month!

Paul Farrington-Douglas 
& the Bridge team

 @Bridgeeditors

 @BridgeFTW

 @BridgeCasopis

aPril boNuses
for subscribers who receive 11 or more 
copies of the magazinecopies of the magazine
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There are lots of ways that magazines, 
movies, TV shows and so on get 
around the problem of using “bad 
words”. The easiest is to “bleep it out” 
(or in writing, to use asterisks: “What 
the ****!”). Alternatively, you can 
dub in a diff erent word, which is what 
often happens on American television. 
This can lead to such creative lines as 
“Your mother sews socks that smell!” 
(The Exorcist, 1976) or “These monkey-
fi ghting snakes on this Monday-to-Friday 
plane!” (Snakes on a Plane, 2006).

Another option is to invent your own 
words. For the sci-fi  show Battlestar 
Galactica, screenwriters used several 

invented swear words. After a few 
episodes, viewers didn’t even notice that 
the swear words weren’t real – the show 
seemed like it was full of bad language.

But as the makers of the cartoon 
Family Guy found, even that doesn’t 
always work. In season four (around 
15 years ago), they wanted to use 
the word “vagina”. That was too strong 
for American TV, so they made up 
the word “clemen”. No problem. Well, 
until now. Recently, the show used 
the word again – and were told they 
couldn’t. Why not? The censors had 
found it listed on the internet as a very 
rude word for vagina.  

b1–b2 NeWS

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

 Hope for 
 Antibiotics 
Because of the misuse of antibiotics, 
especially in agriculture, more and more 
bacteria are becoming too strong to be 
treated with any antibiotics (a problem 
called “antibiotic resistance”). It’s been 
one of the biggest worries in medicine for 
some time. But now there’s a new reason 
to be hopeful – and it’s thanks to the same 
technology that has given us scary things 
like deepfakes.

Researchers at Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) trained a “deep 
learning” computer program to recognise 
how molecules interact with the bacterium 
E. coli. They did this using a database of 
almost 2,500 chemicals that had been 
studied before.

They then gave the program a larger 
database of 6,000 new medical compounds 
to explore. Amazingly, it discovered several 
new antibiotics within just a few hours, 
including one that works on several of 
the most dangerous antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria. Next, they gave it an even larger 
set of millions of compounds, resulting in 
even more discoveries. 

It is too early to say if these new 
antibiotics will be both safe and eff ective 
long-term, but maybe – just maybe – we have 
an answer to the antibiotic crisis at last.

 Censorship 
 Gone Mad 
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task
In the articles, find words that mean:

1 someone who regularly travels between 
work and home

2 a short period of unusually cold weather 
(two words)

3 a very hard building material
4 a chemical made from two or more 

elements
5 the long hairs growing on the face of 

a cat or a mouse
6 using something in an unsuitable way

They’re tiny (around 1mm long), they 
don’t do anything very useful (just 
swim around) and they don’t look that 
impressive – but these little creatures are 
the world’s first “living robots”.

The “robots” were designed by 
a computer program, in a virtual, 
simulated environment. The program 
was taught to assemble (= put together) 
designs for new organisms and to test 
them against each other in a process 
similar to real-life evolution.

At the end of the design process, 
the researchers built the robots from frog 
cells. The experiment worked: the robots 
performed as well in real life as they did in 
the simulations, swimming freely for days 
and even self-repairing after damage.

“They’re neither a traditional robot 
nor a known species of animal,” explained 
Joshua Bongard, one of the researchers. 
“It’s something completely new: a living, 
programmable organism.”

In the future, living robots like these 
could perform all sorts of tasks that other 

machines cannot. Ideas include removing 
microplastics from the oceans, delivering 
medications to specific organs in 
the body or cleaning toxic environments. 

task
Fill in one word into each gap.

1 The “living robots” __________________ 
do anything useful __________________  are 
very impressive to look at.

2 in the experiment, the “living robots” 
were __________________  to repair 
themselves.

3 The “living robots” were made from 
frog cells after __________________  been 
designed by a computer.

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

Late at night, the London Underground can 
be a rough place, with fights breaking out 
over food. Well… at least if you’re a mouse! 
This picture of two mice fighting over 
a dropped crumb from a London commuter’s 
sandwich is this year’s winner of the Wildlife 
Photographer of the Year competition.

Photographer Sam Rowley’s friend told 
him about seeing mice running about on 
the platform of an Underground station 
when she was on her way home from 
clubbing. He decided to try and photograph 
this other version of London nightlife.

Wildlife photography is famously 
difficult: it usually involves a lot of waiting 
for just a few seconds of opportunity. 
That’s how it was for Sam. To get this shot, 
he had to spend five nights on his stomach 
on the cold concrete. The fight itself, he 
says, was over in a couple of seconds. 

Sam didn’t even like the photo at first. 
For two years it sat forgotten in a box. 
When he found it again, he decided maybe 
it was actually pretty good. Other people 
obviously agree – it beat 48,000 other 
photos to take the first prize.

Scan the QR code or go to 
youtu.be/aQRBCCjaYGE  
to see the “living robots”.

 The Man of  
 Many Faces 
TV reporter Justin Hinton put on quite 
a show for his Facebook Live viewers 
when reporting on a cold snap in North 
Carolina earlier this year. It was snowing 
and Justin’s fingers were half frozen, so 
it’s understandable that he hit the wrong 
button on his screen. He accidentally 
switched on a filter generator, and viewers 
were delighted to have the weather 
presented by a series of crazy characters. 

It’s not the first time that a filter has 
caused embarrassment. Justin was lucky – 
the local weather report was only improved 
by the silliness. Last year, a Pakistani 
politician had a cat’s ears and whiskers 
during an important press conference 
due to a mistake by a member of his 
social-media team. At least, they say it was 
a mistake. But who knows?   

 A New  
 Kind of  

 Life 

 The Underground Fight Club 
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b2 HeALTH tF Activities

introducing 
“the coronavirus”
The “new” virus,  SARS-CoV-2, probably 
came from an animal (it is most likely native 
to bats, but came to humans via another 
animal). Calling it “the coronavirus” is 
misleading – this is a huge group of related 
viruses, and about 20% of common colds 
are also caused by types of coronavirus. 

From a patient’s point of view, the main 
diff erence between SARS-CoV-2 and cold-
causing coronaviruses is that it aff ects 
the lungs more than the nose and throat. 
This means it is more likely to cause 
dangerous pneumonia, but it also means 
it spreads less easily. Each person with 
COVID-19 probably infects 2.3 people on 
average, while people infected with the cold-
causing coronaviruses infect an average of 
4.2 people (see “Understanding Epidemics”). 

SARS-CoV-2 mainly spreads through 
droplets in the air. It can probably survive 
up to nine days on surfaces (other 
coronaviruses can), but only under “virus-
friendly” conditions. There could be a risk 
from, say, using an infected person’s mobile 
phone and then touching your mouth, but 
you don’t need to avoid touching packaging 
from China. The virus can also be easily 
killed with alcohol-based cleaners. 

iMPortant!
This article is not professional medical 
advice. The situation is dynamic and 
the best advice may change. Up‑to‑
date information may be found at 
www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/
novel‑coronavirus‑2019/situation‑
reports/. 

ARe We ALL
going to die?

understanding the risKs 
oF the CoronaVirus

You don’t live under a rock, so you 
know that the world is currently 
fighting a new disease, COViD-19, 
caused by a coronavirus. But how 
much more do you know, and 
do you understand the risks?

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

6 Bridge / April 2020
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The Killer cold
COVID-19 kills around 2% of people who get 
it – though it is much less dangerous for 
younger people and much more dangerous 
for the elderly and people with serious 
health problems. 

Most people don’t get very ill, and many 
probably think they just have a cold or fl u. On 
the one hand, that means more chance for 
the illness to spread, but on the other hand, it 
might mean that a much smaller percentage 
of people become seriously ill. Experts do not 
agree on whether the real number of COVID-19 
cases is higher than offi  cial statistics.

Don’t panic!
As individuals, we do not need to feel 
very scared. However, we do have 
a responsibility to others. If you have been 
in a situation where you think you were 
exposed to the virus and you experience fl u-
like symptoms (especially the combination 
of a fever and cough), you should stay at 
home and consult a doctor by telephone. 
You should not go to visit the doctor or 
hospital. In the very unlikely case that you 

have COVID-19, you will probably only have 
a mild case, but if you pass it to an older or 
sick person, it could kill them.

Wearing a mask while going about 
normal daily life is not likely to do anything 
to protect you from infection. Most medical 
masks are mainly designed to protect other 
people. If you were recently exposed to an 
infected person, and especially if you are 
coughing or feverish, then wearing one can 
help protect the people close to you. 

How Governments React
New rules like limits on travel can help 
control and limit the dangers of a pandemic• 
by reducing the spread of the illness. 
Policies like this can be necessary even 
when the individual risk is low. This is 
because public health policies are based on 
huge numbers – the millions of people in 
a population – not individual-level dangers. 

Governments must think about risk 
diff erently from individuals. A few dozen 
cases do not mean much in terms of our 
individual risk of getting a disease but can 
easily lead to a national healthcare crisis. 
Hospitals don’t generally have many spare 
beds to deal with very infectious illnesses, 
so an epidemic can immediately lead 
to things like surgical operations being 
postponed or cancelled.

The Dangers of overreacting
The idea of a pandemic is very scary. 
The word even looks scary: it’s only three 
letters from panic. It’s an unfortunate 
irony, then, that the fear of a pandemic can 
do more harm than the illness itself. 

One of the biggest and most real dangers is 
that panic could trigger (= cause) an economic 
crisis. If that happens, it could kill more people 
than the illness itself. Research suggests 
that the 2008 economic crisis led to about 
500,000 extra cancer deaths worldwide in 

two years because of the fi nancial impact 
on hospitals and healthcare.   

Stocking up on supplies of food and 
other essentials (= basic things) can feel like 
a sensible thing to do. In fact, this behaviour 
(known as panic buying) is a huge problem. 
When lots of people do it, it can lead to 
dangerous shortages of food, medicines 
and so on. 

Another problem comes from negative 
stereotyping. The World Health Organization 
says that it is one of the major things that 
makes an epidemic• worse, as it forces 
people and communities to hide the disease. 

uNderstaNdiNG 
EPIDEMICS
What lets an illness become an 
epidemic? To begin with, let us 
introduce you to the “reproduction 
number” of a disease, or “r”. This means 
how many people, on average, will 
normally catch the disease from each 
infected person. if the r is less than 1, an 
epidemic will eventually just die out. if it 
is more than 1, it will grow. 

COVid‑19 seems to have a basic r of 
about 2.3. But r can be changed. it goes 
up when people are crowded together 
with bad air circulation, for instance. 
in Wuhan, the large and crowded city 
where the first cases of COVid‑19 
happened, the new disease spread 
f aster in the first weeks.

r can also come down. Measles 
naturally has an r of 12–18, but in 
countries with compulsory childhood 
vaccination, its r is less than 0.5. in 
most of China, actions to control 
COVid‑19 seem to have brought r down 
to less than 1 even without a vaccine. 

wearing a mask is not 
likely to do anything 
to protect you from 

infection.

Scanners can be used to identify people with a fever. Combined with other indicators (such as 
travelling from an area with infections or having other symptoms like a cough) this can help 
identify possible COVid‑19 cases.

Language Point•
An epidemic	is	the	rapid	spread	of	an	infecti	ous	
disease	in	a	short	period	of	ti	me.	An	epidemic	
becomes	a	pandemic	when	it	involves	multi	ple	
(=	many)	conti	nents.	Some	experts	predict	
SARS‑CoV‑2	will	become	endemic,	which	means	
a	disease	that	is	common	within	a	populati	on	(like	
colds	and	seasonal	fl	u).	
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b1–b2 HOLidAYS cd Track 6 tF Activities tF Lesson 
Plan

Auburn Scallon (USA)
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

Religious Traditions 

sPringtiMe 
FestiVaLs
When the long, cold months of 
winter start to disappear, people 
seem to want to party. Across 
many cultures and religions, 
spring seems to be a time of 
festivals in all different forms.  

BRiTisH EasTER
In the UK, both the Friday before (Good Friday) and the Monday 
after (Easter Monday) are bank holidays. Many people go 
on a short holiday for the four-day weekend. No one goes 
to school on bank holidays, but at Easter that’s not really 
relevant: British schools have a two-week spring holiday, 
usually the week before and week after Easter. 

There are Easter activities at every church, and some 
symbols of Easter are Christian, but only about 2% of Brits 
attend a Christian religious service. The most important things 
about Easter are spending time with family and having a couple 
of days off  work. Well, that and chocolate. Easter egg hunts (for 
chocolate eggs) are popular, though the tradition is declining.   

Another top 
Easter tradition is 
eating hot cross 
buns. These are 
soft, sweet bread 
rolls fl avoured with 
raisins and spices, 
with a pastry cross 
on top. They are 
eaten toasted and 
buttered. Delish!  

BURning WinTER aWaY
If you looked down at Europe from above on the last day of 
April, the continent might look like it was on fi re. Variations 
on pagan or pre-Christian traditions are still celebrated 
across many countries on April 30th. Scotland, for example, 
has Beltane, a pagan festival that traditionally marked 
the beginning of summer. The Beltane Fire Society keeps 
the traditions alive with drumming, dancing and fi re on the top 
of Calton Hill in Edinburgh. In the Czech Republic, you’ll fi nd 
bonfi res topped with wooden witches burning for čarodějnice 
(“Witches Night”). Valborg in Sweden can include singing folk 
songs around a bonfi re, while the same festival in Germany, 
called Walpurgisnacht, is better known as a time to dress up in 
costumes or play pranks (= practical jokes).   

& Pagan 
Parties
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culture PoiNt
The word Jewish means different 
things to different people. Some 
people follow strict definitions of 
who is Jewish based on genealogy 
(= the history of the family) and 
others connect it to religious 
beliefs. For some, it is more of 
a cultural identity, whether they 
practise the religion or not. 

 siX THings 
YoU sHoULd KnoW 
aBoUT EasTER in THE Us
1 To most people in the US, Easter means one day: Sunday. You’d 

probably get a confused look from most Americans if you said 
the words “Easter Monday” because it’s not really a thing in 
the US. 

2 There are also no public holidays for Easter. Americans have to 
go to school (or work) just like any normal day on Good Friday 
and the Monday after Easter, unlike those lucky ducks* in many 
European countries. 

3 Lots of American citizens are Jewish, Muslim, Hindu, atheist or 
have other beliefs, so not everyone celebrates Easter. In the US, 
it’s seen more as a religious holiday than a cultural festival, 
so you won’t fi nd things like Easter markets in town squares. 
Private Christian schools• might celebrate with their students, but 
most US public schools• focus more on the idea of springtime or 
learning about Easter along with holidays from other religions.

4 For Christian Americans, Easter is often a solemn (= serious), 
formal event. Sunday starts with putting on your best clothes 
and attending a church service. After church, things might 
loosen up* a little bit. You might get together with your 
extended family*, do an egg hunt with younger children and 
relax a little, but everyone is generally on their best behavior.   

5 Easter in the US also has a secret gift-giver, much like Santa 
Claus at Christmas. The Easter Bunny delivers baskets fi lled 
with treats for any children young enough to believe he exists. 
Depending on the family, the basket might be fi lled with candy, 
a chocolate Easter bunny or sometimes even larger gifts 
similar to those received for Christmas.  

6 There is one offi  cial US government tradition connected to 
Easter. Since the 1870s, the US president and the fi rst lady have 
hosted an egg roll on the lawn of the White House on Easter 
Monday. Tickets for who gets to attend are chosen by lottery. 

PassoVER: 
a HoLY JEWisH FEsTiVaL 
The US has a Jewish population somewhere between 4 million and 
7 million people, depending on how you defi ne Jewish•. This means 
that many Americans also celebrate the holiday of Passover (also 
known as Pesach in Hebrew). So what’s it all about?

Passover is a week-long festival to remember an important 
story from the Hebrew Bible. Without 
going into too much detail, the story 
is about the Jewish people’s 
exodus* from Egypt. They 
were working as slaves under 
an unfriendly Egyptian 
pharaoh* when Moses 
received a message from God. 
Moses asked the pharaoh 
to free the Jewish people, 
but when the pharaoh said 
no, God was angry. He sent ten 
plagues (= disasters) to the area, 
including killing the fi rstborn sons of 
the Egyptians. Jewish families put lamb’s 
blood on the frames of their doors so that the plague would “pass 
over” them and their sons would live. The story fi nishes with Moses 
parting* the Red Sea and leading the Jewish people out of Egypt 
and into the area that is now Israel. 

One important piece of the Passover celebration is a dinner 
called a seder. Over dinner, the exodus story is retold, with each 
food representing a diff erent piece of the story. These foods include 
matzo (a special type of bread), bitter herbs, a hard-boiled egg 
and wine. Some Jewish people also avoid working, driving or using 
electronic devices on the fi rst two and the last two days of Passover.  

GlossARy*
lucky duck –	(idiom)	a	person	with	
good	luck

to loosen up –	to	relax,	to	become	less	
serious

extended family –	family	including	
grandparents,	aunts,	uncles,	cousins,	
etc.,	i.e.	not	just	parents	and	children

exodus –	the	mass	movement	of	many	
people	from	a	place

pharaoh –	a	king	of	ancient	Egypt
to part – to divide into parts

Language Point•
In	the	US,	private schools	are	oft	en	
connected	to	religion,	and	students	
must	pay	to	att	end.	Public schools 
are	open	to	all	children	and	free	from	
kindergarten	through	to	high	school.	

In	Britain,	government‑funded	
schools	are	called	state	schools.	Any	
school	independent	of	government	
is a private school.	Confusingly,	and	
for	historical	reasons,	the	term	public 
school	usually	refers	to	a	specifi	c	set	of	
215	private	schools.	
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oAMARU
Our fi rst stop is Oamaru, a small coastal 
town on the South Island, three hours 
south of the city of Christchurch. It is 
part of a farming district and is home to 
only 14,000 people, but it packs a lot of 
interesting features into its small area.

Victorian buildings
The town of Oamaru was a thriving1 centre in 
the Victorian era. As a result, it has a number 
of beautiful (and very European-looking) 
Victorian buildings made from limestone2. 
And although practically brand-new in 
European terms (the oldest buildings 
are from 1875) it is considered to be 
the most beautiful and historical 
streetscape in New Zealand. 

steampunk
The Victorian era and buildings inspired 
something else in Oamaru which is a little 
more unexpected: steampunk. Steampunk is 
based on how people think the Victorians of 
England imagined the future would look, and 
Oamaru is considered (at least by the locals) 
to be the home of steampunk culture. 

The town hosts the annual Steampunk 
NZ Festival, which has become the largest 
and longest running steampunk event in 
the southern hemisphere. It includes events 
such as historical fashion shows, steam-train 
rides, parasol duelling (a humorous sport 
similar to “rock-paper-scissors” played using 
old-fashioned sunshades3) and teapot racing 
(a race between toy teapots in homemade 
remote-controlled cars). 

But you don’t have to wait for the festival 
to experience steampunk in Oamaru. There 

is a steampunk art gallery in the town, and 
enthusiasts4 will often visit throughout 
the year and walk through the town dressed 
in their fi nest steampunk attire (= clothes).

penguin city
For a completely diff erent experience, you 
can also visit one of two penguin colonies in 
the area. There’s a colony of rare yellow-eyed 
penguins5 just south of town, and in the town’s 
harbour lives a colony of little blue penguins6. 
These are the world’s smallest (and probably 
cutest) penguins, at around 30 centimetres 
tall, and visitors can watch as up to around 
100 of them waddle7 ashore every sunset. 

The little blue penguin colony is the most 
visited tourist attraction in Oamaru, with 
over 75,000 visitors a year. That doesn’t 
mean big crowds, though: it’s about as 
many as visit Prague Castle in just 10 days. 
The area is also home to seals, so you can 
see a few of these around as well. Last year 
a seal even got lost and made it all the way 
into the centre of town by accident. Luckily, 
locals were able to help it back to the water.
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PeNGUiNS, GiANTS 
AND RACiNG TeAPOTS

Kia ora (“hello” in the Maori 
language) and welcome to New 
Zealand. A third of the country’s 
population lives in our biggest 
city, Auckland, which can feel 
a little bit too crowded – but you 
can easily escape the crowds by 
going to almost any other place in 
the whole country. So let’s step 
outside the big smoke and explore. 

Jackie Fox (NZ)

the neW ZeaLand You don’t KnoW

part of a farming district and is home to 
only 14,000 people, but it packs a lot of 
interesting features into its small area.

thriving1 centre in 
the Victorian era. As a result, it has a number 
of beautiful (and very European-looking) 

limestone2. 
And although practically brand-new in 
European terms (the oldest buildings 
are from 1875) it is considered to be 
the most beautiful and historical 

The area is also home to seals, so you can 
see a few of these around as well. Last year 
a seal even got lost and made it all the way 
into the centre of town by accident. Luckily, 
locals were able to help it back to the water.

task
In the article, what do these 
expressions mean?
 1 the big smoke  2 streetscape

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

The Victorian centre of Oamaru looks rather like a miniature edinburgh. Little blue penguins are most active at night, and though tiny, they are 
infamously noisy.

Oamaru is considered 
to be the home of 

steampunk 
culture.



TANE MAHUTA
In the North Island, on the way up to Cape 
Reinga, the most northern part of New 
Zealand, you can find another wonder of 
nature deep in the forest. It’s not the Lord 
of the Rings, but it’s close. It’s the Lord of 
the Forest.

Meeting a God
The Lord of the Forest is a tree. But it’s 
not just any tree. It is a giant and ancient 
kauri8 tree located in the Waipoua 
Forest. Estimates put its 
age at between 1,250 and 
2,500 years old, and it is 
over 51 metres tall and 
15 metres around. And it’s 
still growing!

In Maori, the tree is 
called Tane Mahuta. It’s 
named for the Maori god 
of trees and birds, who is 
important in the Maori creation 
myth. In Maori mythology, Tane 
Mahuta was the son of the sky father and 
earth mother. His father and mother held 
each other so closely that there was not 
enough space for him to feel comfortable, so 
he separated them. He forced his father to 
the sky, and his mother to the ground. And 
by separating them he created the world. 

Local tour guides offer evening tours 
where you can experience the forest at 
night and hear this creation myth as well as 
other Maori legends under the stars.

Respect for the Trees
It is free to visit Tane Mahuta without 
a guide. However, conservationists9 are 
worried about the health of the tree, so 
a walkway has been created so you can see it 
without stepping on anything you shouldn’t. 
You also have to use disinfectant on your 
shoes before entering the area. The reason 
they are so worried is because of a disease 
called kauri dieback. This is dangerous to 

the health of the trees, and no one 
wants to see this tree die. In fact, 

it is considered so important 
that during a drought in 
2013, when it was showing 
signs of dehydration, 
10,000 litres of water from 
a nearby stream were 
channelled to the tree in 

order to protect it.
Tane Mahuta is part of 

Waipoua Forest, which includes 
other giant trees such as Te Matua 

Ngahere or the Father of the Forest. This is 
another kauri tree that is even bigger and 
older. Some experts even think that it may 
be the oldest rainforest tree in the world. 

VocAbUlARy
1	 thriving [ˈθraɪvɪŋ]	–	prosperující	
2	 limestone [ˈlaɪmstəʊn]	–	vápenec
3 sunshade [ˈsʌnʃeɪd]	–	slunečník
4 enthusiast [ɪnˈθjuːziæst]	–	nadšenec

5	 yellow-eyed penguin –	tučňák	žlutooký
6 little blue penguin –	tučňák	nejmenší
7 to waddle [ˈwɒdl]	–	kolébat	se
8 kauri –	damaroň	jižní
9 conservationist [ˌkɒnsəˈveɪʃənɪst]	–	ochránce	přírody

New ZealaNd
Population: 4.8 million 
Land area: 268,021 km2

Currency: New Zealand dollar
Political system: Parliamentary 
democracy and constitutional 
monarchy (the British monarch is 
the head of state)
Capital city: Wellington (418,000)
Top languages: english, Maori, Samoan, 
Northern Chinese, Hindi
Physical geography: 
Located in the South 
Pacific Ocean, 1,600 km 
from Australia (its closest 
neighbour). Two main islands 
(North and South) and 
around 600 small islands. 
Mountainous on South 
island, with a fjord‑like 
coastline; volcanic 
plateau (= large 
flat area) on 
North island.

FACT FiLe

Oamaru

Waipoua 
Forest
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The birth of basketball
Two teams, a basket on each side of the gym, 
and the aim of scoring points by getting 
a ball in the basket. Sounds pretty much like 
what we see on the TV these days, right? 

Except that when sports teacher James 
Naismith invented the game in 1891, there 
used to be 18 players on the court, and they 
were throwing a football into big wooden 
fruit baskets.

The original game was designed as an 
indoor sport for athletes to play during 
the winter. Over time, the heavy wooden 
baskets were replaced with hoops (= metal 
circles), the number of players on the court 
was reduced to ten and many new rules 
were introduced. It soon became a popular 
sport in American colleges and an important 
part of American culture. And that’s how 
a bit of fun to pass the winter evolved into 
the seventh most popular sport in the world. 

BALL 
IS LIFE

THE MAGIC OF 
BASKETBALL

Basketball is an exciting 
game of tactics, speed 
and skill. Read about it 
from the perspective of 
a first league player. 

basketball iN cZechia
The Czech republic is starting to make 
a name for itself as a basketball nation. 
The women’s team is particularly 
strong and consistently qualifies for 
international competitions such as 
the euroBasket Cup, the World Cup 
and even the summer Olympic games. 
The team has taken both gold and silver 
at euroBasket, but the silver medal from 
the 2010 World Cup shines the brightest. 

Although the Czech men’s team 
is less of a regular sight at the major 
international events, they came sixth 
out of 32 countries at the 2019 World 
Cup in China. This meant an automatic 
qualification for euroBasket 2021, 
which will be held in germany, the Czech 
republic, georgia and italy – giving you 
the chance to come and see the Czech 
stars in action, including Tomáš 
Satoranský, only the fourth Czech to 
make it to the NBA.
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Game basics
Find two teams of fi ve players, a ball and 
a court with two baskets three metres high. 
Done? You’re ready for the match. The game 
starts with a centre jump and ends after 
40 minutes (divided into quarters). If you 
get control of the ball, you have three 
options: pass the ball to a teammate, run 
and dribble (= bounce the ball), or shoot 
for the basket. A basket usually scores two 
points, or three if the shot is from more 
than seven metres out. 

But watch out: your opponents will 
be trying their best to steal the ball. 
Even though basketball is famous as 
a non-contact game, it’s also fast and 
aggressive, and fouls are common. 
The penalty for a foul can be between one 
and three free throws (unguarded shots 
at the basket), each worth one point. Any 
player committing fi ve personal fouls gets 
suspended for the rest of the game.

streetball
A smaller, faster version of basketball, 
streetball was originally invented by kids 
who had to share the basketball courts in 
public parks and on housing estates in the US. 
It became so popular that the rules were 
standardised in the late 1980s so that an 
offi  cial version of the game could be included 
in the world and European cups. It makes its 
debut as an Olympic sport this year in Tokyo. 

Streetball is played in just one half of 
the court, using one basket. Teams can be 
single or mixed gender, and each team has 
just three players on the court. There’s 
a diff erent system of scoring from regular 
basketball and the game is over after 
10 minutes or when one team reaches 
21 points.
Michaela Zvancigerová (CZ)
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

culture PoiNt
The NBA and WNBA
The NBA (30 teams) is the professional 
North American men’s league, set 
up in 1946. The WNBA (12 teams) is 
the equivalent women’s league, founded 
in 1996. They are considered the world’s 
top leagues.

MY ball liFe
i’ve been playing basketball for ten years. 
it all began when a classmate of mine 
was looking for a friend to play in a local 
basketball team. i was keen on sports, so 
i gave it a shot (= a try). What began as 
childlike fun for the eight‑year‑old me 
turned into serious business.

Since then i’ve played for Sokol 
Hradec Králové, BA Sparta Praha and BK 
Studánka Pardubice. i have five medals 
from the Czech National Championship, 
and i was part of the Czech All‑Stars 
team. i worked my way up to national 
level and was counted among the 15 best 
players in Czech republic, even winning 
a gold medal at the Olympic Hopes 
tournament in Poland. i have a part‑time 
job as a referee, too. 

As in anything, getting to the top is not 
just about talent but about putting in 
the extra effort. i owe my success to sore 
muscles, bruises and many, many hours 
spent on the road to training sessions 
with my father‑driver (thanks, dad!). 

The rewards aren’t only on the court. 
Travelling for games and tournaments 
has brought me loads of new friends – 
and geographical knowledge to please 
the teacher, too!

SKY-HiGH
The tallest professional male player 
ever is Sun Mingming, a Chinese former 
player and actor who is 239cm tall. 
The tallest professional female player is 
Małgorzata dydek (above), at 218cm.

SUPeR SHORTieS
Not all players are giants. The shortest 
male NBA player ever is Muggsy Bogues, 
at 160cm, while the shortest WMBA 
player is Stephanie White at just 156cm. 
MeGA SCOReR
The NBA’s Wilt 
Chamberlain scored 
100 points in a single 
game in 1962, leading 
the Philadelphia 
Warriors to a 169:147 
win over the New 
York Knicks.
MONeY MAN
A player for the golden State Warriors, 
Stephen Curry, was paid a salary of over 
$40 million for the 2019 season.

DiANA TAURASi, 
an American player 
who currently leads 
the Phoenix Mercury, 
is the all‑time best 
scorer of the WNBA•. Her 
ability to score in crucial 
situations has earned her 
the nickname “the White 
Mamba”.

MiCHAeL JORDAN, 
perhaps the greatest 
basketball player of all 
time, played for NBA• 
team the Chicago Bulls in 
the 1980s and 1990s. He was 
especially famous for his 
high dunks (= jumping and 
scoring), which earned him 
the nickname “Air Jordan” – 
a name he used for the line of 
clothing he created with Nike. 

LeBRON JAMeS 
is one of the top players 
of this generation, often 
called “King James” for his 
endless string of titles and 
awards such as NBA All‑Star 
and MVP (most valuable 
player). He considers Barack 
Obama to be his inspiration 
for achieving goals.

kiNGs aNd QueeNs oF the court

basketball extreMes
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b1–b2 TeCHNOLOgY

your life for sale
Your phone contains information on what 
you like, where you go, who you talk to, what 
websites you visit and more. This data• is 
valuable. Apple and Google have rules against 
app developers sharing it with anyone else, 
but it’s hard to stop it happening.

Marketing companies can pay app 
developers thousands of dollars a month to 
insert data-harvesting• code. Harvested data 
is also sold over the dark web•. This can be 
used to hack devices, steal money, identify 
possible targets for fraud*, and so on.

The Data Thieves
When we install an app, we get a notifi cation 
screen that tells us what permissions 
the app needs (such as access to the camera, 
calendar, GPS or contacts list). If an app 
asks for permissions it doesn’t clearly need, 
that’s a sign that it may not be simply what it 

appears to be. One security company found 
that six of the top free antivirus apps wanted 
permissions that were unnecessary – which 
probably means that someone, somewhere, 
is using them to harvest data to sell. 

Sometimes, the permissions are needed 
for the app to work, but are also used 
to harvest data illegally. One researcher 
discovered that an astronomy app she 
had forgotten about had been sending her 
location to the developer’s servers every 
couple of minutes for four years. Worse 
still, data thieves keep fi nding ways around 
the protections. Last July, 1,000 apps were 
found that were harvesting “protected” data 
even after users had refused permissions. 

fake Apps
So-called utilities, like memory cleaners, 
antivirus apps and battery savers often 
do nothing useful at all: they exist only to 
push ads. It’s a very eff ective and profi table 
business. One company based in Hong Kong 
made a $20 million profi t in just a year from 
ad-supported fake apps.

Other fake apps trick people into 
paying for services they don’t need. One 
virus detector turned out to be exactly 
the opposite. The viruses it “found” were 
real – but had been installed by the app 
itself. Users had to pay for the premium 
version of the app to remove them. 

Trojan Droppers
At worst, apps can even install other 
programs. “Trojan droppers” have 
deliberate* security holes that are used 
to “inject” other programs, called Trojans. 
Most of these steal SMS messages and 
other information stored on your device. 

One developer was found to be behind 17 
Trojan droppers, including a yoga app, sports 

score tracker and video editor. The injected 
program constantly (and invisibly) visited 
websites and “clicked” on ads. People with 
these apps ended up with slower phones, 
bigger data bills and shorter battery life.

The “Joker” Trojan could also send SMS 
messages to premium numbers (creating 
huge phone bills) and even sign users up for 
premium web services.

The bad apps mentioned above have 
been removed from app stores, but more 
are found every week. If we want to enjoy 
the convenience of our phones, we need to 
get smart.

Predators 
iN THe APP STOReS 
WhY sMart Phones 
need sMart users
Our phones are with us all the time and we interact with them 
constantly. A stranger could learn more from our phones than 
from searching our homes, but instead of being careful about 
security, are we leaving the lights on and the door open?  

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

culture PoiNt
The dark web refers to encrypted 
(= using a secret code) websites that 
are not listed on normal search engines 
like google. Such sites can be used by 
people who want to avoid the police or 
government, including criminals.

some fake apps 
trick people into 

paying for services 
they don’t need.
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task
1 In the introductory paragraph, how could you best 

replace “a stranger”?
A a thief
B a weirdo
C a detective
D an outsider 

2 What did you learn from the first section of the article?
A You should avoid using the dark web. 
B Apple and google do not share your data with anyone.
C Some companies pay to get access to phone users’ data. 
D it costs developers a lot of money to protect against 

data‑harvesting code.

3 Based on the second section, which of these statements 
is true?
A Apps sometimes want unnecessary permissions. 
B Apps can only steal your data if you are careless.
C Antivirus apps are essential to protect your phone. 
D An astronomy app was collecting data from users’ 

contacts lists.

4 What does the article say about fake apps in the third 
section?
A They only push ads.
B They cost a lot of money to develop.
C They have to be removed with a premium app.
D They don’t serve any useful function for the phone user.

5 What does a Trojan dropper do according to the fourth 
section?
A it slows users’ phones down.
B it installs other programs on the phone.
C it accesses websites without the user’s knowledge.
D it signs users up for premium services and sends and 

reads text messages.
Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

what You caN do
 • Never install apps that want “strange” permissions
 • Avoid apps like battery savers and 

memory boosters*
 • Only use antivirus apps from the leading 

antivirus companies
 • Uninstall apps you no longer use
 • Keep your operating system up‑to‑date
 • don’t jailbreak* or root* your phone
 • Avoid unofficial app stores

GlossARy*
fraud –	the	crime	of	getti		ng	money	by	

deceiving people
deliberate –	intenti	onal
booster –	something	that	improves	
something	else

to jailbreak –	to	modify	an	iPhone	to	
bypass	Apple’s	security	setti		ngs

to root –	to	modify	an	Android	phone	
so	you	have	administrator/superuser	
access	to	the	operati	ng	system

Language PointS•
• The word data	is	a	Lati	n	plural.	In	
English,	it	can	be	used	as	a	plural	noun	
or	as	a	mass	noun	(with	a	singular	
verb),	though	people	argue	about	it	
and	someone	will	complain	whichever	
opti	on	you	use.	A	single	bit	of	

informati	on	can	be	called	a	datum or, 
more	commonly	today,	a	datapoint.

• Harvesti	ng	literally	means	picking	fruit,	
crops,	etc.	It	is	also	used	when	you	
collect	something,	especially	on	a	very	
large	scale.
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b1–b2 FiLM / TV

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

the MoNth oN screeN
This month’s scheduled big-screen highlight, 
the 25th James Bond movie No Time to Die, has 
been postponed until November due to COViD-19 
fears. But don’t worry: we’re here to help you find 
something else to watch instead. 

Black Widow
(in cinemas)
Scarlett Johansson is back as Natasha Romanoff , who trained 
as a Soviet assassin and later joined the Avengers. If you’ve been 
following the Marvel superhero fi lms so far (and this will be number 
24), you’ll know that Natasha died in the last one. No, she’s not been 
brought back to life: the new Black Widow takes place earlier in 
“history”, after the events of Captain America: Civil War. 

In the new movie, Natasha has to return to the former Soviet 
Union and to the place where she was fi rst turned from a young 
trainee ballet dancer into a killer. The movie introduces Florence 
Pugh as Yelena Bolova, also from the Black Widow training 
programme, and David Harbour (who plays Jim Hopper in Stranger 
Things) as another old Soviet superhero, the Red Guardian.

Marvel’s fi rst female-led superhero fl ick• 
has been a long time coming. Too long, 
maybe: cinema audiences seem to be getting 
a bit tired of superhero movies, especially 
since there have been some much more 
interesting comic-book adaptations on TV 
(Netfl ix’s I Am Not Okay with This and 
The Umbrella Academy were especially 
excellent). Still, the signs are there that 
Black Widow could be one of the better 
movies in the unending franchise.

Tales from the Loop
(Amazon Video)
This new drama is set in a small town built above a mysterious 
machine called “The Loop,” which changes the rules of reality 
around it and makes impossible things become real. It looks 
likely to be perfect for fans of Stranger Things, although it has 
a very diff erent origin: it’s all based on a series of paintings.

Simon Stålenhag, from Stockholm, creates digital pictures of 
Swedish countryside scenes with futuristic and fantasy elements. 
This grew into the idea of a place where a secret underground 
machine called The Loop 
changes dreams and ideas into 
reality. More and more people 
fell in love with the idea. A couple 
of art books followed, then 
a crowdfunded tabletop role-
playing game and fi nally this 
new TV show. It will be exciting 
to see whether Amazon can 
bring this world to life with all 
the surreal beauty and mystery 
of the original paintings.
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What We Do in 
the Shadows 
season 2
(FX TV)

Vampires are terrifying, powerful, 
ancient creatures who drink the blood of 
humans. They have powers beyond our 
own and often share a dark, hypnotizing 
beauty. As monsters go, they are cool. 

But not all vampires. What We 
Do in the Shadows is a “documentary” 
about the lives of four vampires in 
New York. They’re ancient, powerful 
predators, sure – but a bit less 
impressive than you might expect. 
Their leader, the 757-year-old Nandor 
the Relentless, was once a soldier of 
the Ottoman Empire. Now he leads his 
allies – well, his flatmates, really – in 
such important battles as trying to 
take over the Staten Island city council 
and defeat the gang of werewolves 
that keeps peeing in the garden. 

In these vital conflicts he is joined 
by Laszlo Cravensworth, an English 
nobleman vampire whose main 
interests are gardening and vampire-
themed pornography, his wife Nadja 
and Colin, an “energy vampire” who 
feeds on human boredom and anger. 
Various famous stars show up in 
cameos throughout the series.

What We Do In the Shadows was 
inspired by the 2014 New Zealand 
comedy-horror movie of the same 
name, created by Jermaine Clement 
(Flight of the Conchords) and Taika 
Waititi (Thor: Ragnarok, Jojo Rabbit). If 
you’ve not been watching, there’s still 
time to binge the first season before 
season 2 premieres on April 15th.
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Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

task
Are you looking for the glossary? This time, we’ve 
made things a bit more difficult fun! We’ve put 
the trickier words in the article into a crossword. 
Use the definitions (and a bit of common sense) to 
find the answers. The numbers in brackets tell you 
how many letters are in the answer – if there are 
two numbers, it means the answer is two words. 
Do not use any spaces in the answers.

ACRoSS
4. People with whom one shares a rented home but 

who are not family (9)
6. Very important, essential (5)
7. A male aristocrat (8)
8. One who protects the weak or vulnerable (8)
9. delayed, put off to a later date (9)
11. Someone being taught a job or skill (7)
13. elected local government authority (4, 7)
15. Paid for by many people online (11)
17. Unstoppable, never giving up (10)
18. Strange, bizarre, like a dream (7)
19. The best part of an experience, event, etc. (9)
DoWn
1. islamic kingdom that lasted from 1299 to 1922 

(7, 6)
2. going on forever (8)
3. Consume a lot in a short period of time (5)
5. A professional killer (8)
10. in cinema, a long series of related movies (9)
12. in the style we imagine things might be one day (10)
14. extremely old (7)
15. A brief appearance by a star in an onscreen role (5)
16. The people on your side in a conflict (6)
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In 1971, a fi sherman named George Swallow 
found a tiny male harbour seal* on the beach 
in his village in Maine. The pup’s mother was 
dead, so he decided to take the seal home. 
He treated his new companion as he would 
a dog, talking to him a lot and even letting 
him ride in his car. He called him Hoover 
because of how he ate, sucking fi sh up like 
a hoover*. Hoover kept growing bigger and 
needing more food, though, and George 
realised he couldn’t keep him. Eventually he 
found his friend a new home, moving him to 
Boston’s New England Aquarium.

As Hoover grew into an adult, he revealed 
an extraordinary ability: he could speak. 
“He says ‘Hoover’ in plain English,” one 
person noted. Over the next several months, 
Hoover’s trainers started rewarding the seal 
with fi sh whenever he spoke, and they 
discovered that he could do much more than 
just say his name. Hoover quickly began 
greeting aquarium employees and visitors, 
shouting phrases like “hello there, how 
are you”, “come over here” and “get out of 
here”. He had obviously learnt the phrases 
from George, as he even reproduced his 
old friend’s accent. It made him a star, and 
crowds of people came to the aquarium to 
see the world’s only “talking seal”. 

Even after Hoover died in 1985, scientists 
were puzzled by his special ability. Was 
he truly unique? We’re only now learning 
the answer to that question, decades later. 
A team of researchers at the University 
of St Andrews in the UK has found new 
evidence that seals really can learn to 
imitate human speech. The researchers 
worked with three young seals, playing 
them various sounds and tunes from 
a computer. The seals not only managed 
to pronounce clear vowels, but they could 
also “sing” the fi rst few notes of tunes like 
the Star Wars theme song and “Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star”. 

The results were not as perfect as Hoover’s 
“talking”, but the three seals still did 
impressively well – especially when you 

consider that pronouncing vowels is 
something that even our closest animal 
relatives, such as gorillas, fi nd very diffi  cult. 
Seals have an important anatomical 
advantage that gorillas do not: a larynx*, or 
voice box, very similar to the one found in 
humans. However, this doesn’t fully explain 
their ability to copy human speech: there 
must also be something special about 
the way seals’ brains work that makes 
this possible.

Although we now know what allows seals 
to “talk”, it is still unclear why they have 
this ability. It’s possible that it has got 
something to do with their highly social 
way of life. Seals live in large groups, and 
the ability to make complex sounds may 
help mothers and pups fi nd each other. 
It may also give an advantage to seals 
looking for partners. Although we might 
never learn the true reason, the discovery 
is still interesting. “This is the fi rst example 
of a non-human animal that seems to be 
using vocal* learning in the same way we 
are,” says Laela Sayigh, a scientist studying 
dolphin communication.

b1 MATURiTA / didAKTiCKÝ TeST cd Track 1

You are going to read about seals. 
For questions 1–5, choose the best answer: A, B, C or D.

rEADING
pART sEVEN / Questions 1–5 10 points / 2 points per question

Talking Seals 1 What is true about George 
Swallow?
A He liked to eat a lot.
B He moved to Boston.
C He had a seal and a dog.
D He lived in a village on 

the coast.

2 What is not true about Hoover?
A He spoke with an accent.
B His ability made him very 

famous.
C He needed rewards from 

trainers to start speaking.
D The first phrase he spoke in 

the aquarium was his name.

3 What did you learn about 
the researchers?
A They sang well‑known songs 

to seals.
B They failed to make seals say 

vowels clearly.
C They taught seals to copy 

parts of some tunes.
D They found new evidence 

about seals in 1985.

4 What does the fourth 
paragraph say about seals?
A They are more intelligent than 

gorillas. 
B They can pronounce vowels 

better than gorillas.
C They are able to “talk” only 

thanks to their voice box.
D They can learn to copy and 

understand human speech.

5 What would be the best title 
for the last paragraph?
A The puzzle that remains
B Life in seals’ social groups
C The reason for the discovery
D Vocal learning in seals and 

dolphins

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS* harbour seal	–	tuleň	obecný; hoover –	vysavač;	

larynx –	hrtan;	vocal –	hlasový	



boRN of cRisis
The Earth Day movement grew out of an 
environmental crisis in Western countries 
in the 1950s and 1960s. Dirty, unfi ltered 
smoke from factories fi lled the air in the big 
industrial cities, like Detroit and Chicago, 
while the fumes from cars were poisoned 
with lead (= poisonous grey metal). 
Chemicals from factories were dumped 
straight into rivers and often got into 
drinking water. The pollution was so bad 
that some rivers feeding the Great Lakes 
actually caught fi re (something we wrote 
about back in November).

At the same time, people were becoming 
more aware of issues like species extinction 
(= dying out), especially after 1962, when 

a book called Silent Spring drew attention 
to how insecticides (= chemicals for killing 
insects) on farms were killing native birds. 

DoN’T bREATHE
This crisis aff ected all industrialised 
countries. Britain at least had the Clean 
Air Act, a law passed after the Great 
Smog of London killed between 4,000 and 
12,000 people in 1952. The US had very 
few laws protecting the environment. As 
the singer Tom Lehrer put it at the time,

If you visit an American city,
You will fi nd it very pretty.
There are just two things you must beware:
Don’t drink the water and don’t breathe 
the air.

HElpiNG THE EARTH
In the US, a former student activist 
called Denis Hayes and a senator called 
Gaylord Nelson decided to set up a day of 
environmental protests, called Earth Day. 

The wider public supported the movement 
(because it’s nice to have water you can 
drink and air you can see through), and 
Earth Day 1970 led to important laws 
protecting the environment in the US and 
in other countries. The fi rst Earth Day 
marked the birth of the environmentalist 
movement.

EARTH DAy RETURNs
Earth Day was revived in 1990, now as an 
annual event. It marked the beginning of 
a new environmentalism responding to huge 
and complex problems involving the whole 
planet, such as climate change, which were 
only now becoming understood – mostly 
thanks to the growth of computing and 
the eff ect this had on science. 

The environmentalists of 1970 changed 
their world. Fifty years on from the fi rst 
Earth Day, and facing even greater 
challenges, can we do the s ame? 
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)
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What do you think the picture shows? Discuss ideas using some 
of these phrases.
1. PRESEnTInG IDEAS

i bet it’s… / i reckon it’s… / At a guess, it’s… / Best guess, it’s… / if you 
forced me to guess i’d say… / i’m split between … and … / Not a clue. 
/ i’m coming up empty.

2. RESPonDInG To IDEAS
i think you’ve nailed it. / Bingo! / i’m not sold on that. / That’s a maybe. 
/ i seriously doubt that. / i’m dubious. / Not a chance. / No way.

Solution on the CD and next 
month here in the magazineS | Last month’s solution: 

caption 1

iT’S SAiD THAT A PiCTURe iS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS. 
BUT SOMeTiMeS THeY’Re PROBABLY iN ANOTHeR LANGUAGe. 

stRANGE WORld

b1–b2 eNVirONMeNT / PUZZLe cd Track 10 tF Activities

haPPY BirthdaY, earth daY!

earth Day is celebrated around 
the world on April 22nd. Did you 
know that it is 50 years old 
this year?

YeSTeRDAY FOR 
TOMORROW
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b1–b2 JOBS cd Track 8 tF Activities

iN sPace 
or at Your 
table
You probably spend a lot time thinking about what 
kind of work you want to do in the future. Will 
you be a doctor, a professional athlete, a pilot? Or 
maybe a trash engineer or a memory surgeon? Um… 
what? Developments in technology, medicine and 
engineering might mean your future job will be like 
something out of a science-fiction novel. 

boDy pART 
MANUfAcTURER 
Scientists are already working on 
creating livers, kidneys and hearts in 
laboratories around the world, not to 
mention ears, skin and limbs (= arms 
and legs). With the demand for organs 
for transplants growing every day, 
manufacturers will be needed to create 
and grow body parts from stem cells3 and 
other materials that probably haven’t 
even been discovered yet. So if you like 
science, you might have a laboratory 
full of arms, legs and kidneys one day. 
Dr Frankenstein, future-style.

spAcE ToURisM 
GUiDE 
Companies like SpaceX and Virgin 
Galactic are already working on making 
space travel possible for the general 
public. So instead of going to Croatia 
and the Italian coast, people might be 
going to space or to the moon for their 
holidays. And since the environment 
is so diff erent, they’ll need special 
guides to help them adjust1 to and 
deal with life in orbit2. Does it sound 
like the job for you? If not, don’t worry. 
Space tourism will also need doctors, 
construction workers and McDonald’s 
employees. So no matter what you do in 
the future, you’ll probably be able to 
do it in space. 

coMMERciAl 
spAcE piloT
If people are going to take holidays 
in space, someone will have the job 
of getting them there. Entrepreneurs 
(= businessmen) like Richard Branson 
and Elon Musk are already trying to 
develop space tourism and even populate 
the moon. Commercial space pilots will 
need to be experienced astronauts who 
are trained to handle large rockets with 
many people aboard. If that sounds like 
a job you’d like to do, then you’d better 
study that math and science.

JoBs oF 
the Future 

Damien Galeone (USA)
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ViRTUAl REAliTy 
DEsiGNER 
With the amazing developments in 
virtual reality, pretty soon people who 
love to travel and experience things 
will be able to visit ancient Rome and 
modern-day Tokyo without leaving 
their couch. Virtual reality is advancing 
(= improving) so quickly that talented 
designers will be needed to create more 
realistic and imaginative6 experiences. 
So if you love computers and graphic 
design, you might be creating 
adventures for couch potatoes7.

VocAbUlARy
1	 to adjust [əˈdʒʌst]	–	zvyknout	si,	přizpůsobit	se
2	 in orbit [ˈɔːbɪt]	–	na	oběžné	dráze
3 stem cell [stem	sel]	–	kmenová	buňka
4 fancy [ˈfænsi]	–	honosný
5	 payoff [ˈpeɪɒf]	–	výnos,	odměna	

6 imaginative [ɪ̍ mædʒɪnətɪv]	–	nápaditý
7 couch potato [kaʊtʃ	pəˈteɪtəʊ]	–	lenoch
8 on a smaller scale [skeɪl]	–	v	menším	měřítku
9 in demand [dɪ̍ mɑːnd]	–	žádaný
10	 surgically [ˈsɜːdʒɪkli]	–	chirurgicky
11	 ethical [ˈeθɪkl]	–	etický,	morálně	správný

discuss
 • if you were to choose one of these 

jobs, which one would you choose? 
Why?

 • Which of the jobs would you really 
not like to do? Why not?

 • How realistic do you think these 
predictions are?

 • Can you think of any other jobs of 
the future?

WEATHER coNTRol 
ENGiNEER 
It’s not yet possible to completely 
manipulate (= control) the weather, 
but engineers are doing it on a smaller 
scale8. In a few years it may be 
possible for humans to have more 
control over the weather. Weather 
control engineers will become more 
in demand9 as climate change causes 
floods and droughts as well as a variety 
of other severe (= extreme) weather. 
The “weather men and women” of 
the future may be really important. 

ExTiNcT spEciEs 
REViVAlisT
Sadly, many of earth’s animals, plants 
and microorganisms become extinct 
(= die out) every year. And some of 
those species play important roles 
in supporting the environments that 
humans rely on for life. Sounds pretty 
terrible, doesn’t it? The good news is 
that science might be advancing to 
the point that it can revive (= bring back 
to life) an extinct species. So if you’re 
keen on science and like working with 
animals, this might be your perfect job. 

MEMoRy sURGEoN 
We all have moments we want to 
permanently forget. For example, an 
embarrassing comment or a really 
bad television show. In the future, it 
may be possible to surgically10 remove 
bad memories, mental illness and 
destructive behaviour. Some argue that 
it won’t be possible and others argue 
that it’s not ethical11. But if you decide 
to go into medicine, your job may be to 
help remove illnesses and behaviors 
that cause a lot of people harm. Oh, and 
probably the memories of a lot of bad 
reality television.  

TRAsH ENGiNEER 
Though it sounds like a fancy4 title for 
a garbage man, this will likely be a very 
important job in the future. Humans 
produce over two billion tonnes of 
trash per year, and the job for future 
trash engineers will be to figure out 
what to do with it all. This will probably 
mean developing even more ways to 
reuse it, recycle it or turn it into energy. 
Maybe you could help turn trash into 
clean gas, or come up with ways to use 
it to construct buildings. Sounds like 
the garbage workers of the future will 
have to be pretty clever.  

pRofEssioNAl 
GAMER 
Some people say that the professional 
athletes of the future will be online 
gamers. Professional gamers already 
train like professional athletes since 
they spend up to twelve hours a day 
playing and practicing. Gamers also 
compete in huge competitions with 
massive financial payoffs5. The gamers 
of the future will probably have 
the same kind of star quality that 
professional hockey players and 
football players do now. So if you can 
game for hours this might be a career 
for you. But please, make sure you get 
some exercise once in a while. 
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They are plainly dressed, with Valérie 
wearing a simple white shirt and patterned 
skirt, Alexandra a plain T-shirt and jeans, 
and Kristýna all in black. It’s not exactly 
what I’d expected from three of the most 
promising students in the new generation of 
fashion designers. I was soon to realize that, 
like many people, I’d misunderstood what 
high fashion* design is all about. 

fashion as Art 
When I first walked into their studio, 
Alexandra pulled out her designs to 
show me while the others showed me 

professional pictures of what they had 
made. It was immediately clear that this 
was not clothing anyone would wear about 
the house or office.

“So, what’s the point?” I ask. “Don’t you 
think creating pieces that can’t be worn is 
impractical?”

Alexandra agrees. “It’s absolutely 
impractical.”

Kristýna says that it is all part of 
the process. “You will learn from it. If you 
do something crazy and big and huge, you 
will learn that it’s too heavy and no one 
will wear it.”

Valérie backs up her friends, adding, 
“I think it’s not bad if you do something 
impractical. Think of it like a statue.”

“Yes, exactly,” Alexandra agrees. “A statue 
is impractical, too, but it’s a piece of art and 
is not a product to use.” They explain that 
it’s a mistake to think of this kind of runway• 
fashion in the same way that you think of 
the clothes you see on the shelves in a store. 
It is art, more like a painting or a book. It is 
meant to elicit* a feeling, prove a point or 
explore a theme – in this case, the relationship 
between fashion and the planet. 

fear of being Judged
Although a lot of runway fashion designs 
are not intended for everyday wear, they 
can inspire edgier* wearable styles that 

Valérie Jurčíková, Alexandra Gnidiaková and Kristýna 
Hrabánková, three students from UMPRUM (Academy of 
Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague), sit before me. 

Finding Passion 
iN FashioN 
Hailey Pryce-Shidler (USA)

Meeting 
Future 
Fashion 
designers 

b1–b2 FASHiON / iNTerVieW
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My last question for the girls is about 
advice that they could give to anyone 
considering going into fashion or art. 

Alexandra says, “Go for it. Be passionate. 
Be addicted to what you love. Make sure 
that you feel it. You don’t want to do it just 
because you think it’s cool, but because you 
feel it from your heart.” 

Kristýna adds, “Don’t be scared. There 
are places for everybody.” 

Valérie follows with, “Be aware of what 
you have to sacrifice for it.” 

Act with passion, do what you want just 
for the sake of doing it, and be happy with 
what you’re doing and who you are: there 
are life lessons in fashion, it seems. Fashion 
is all about taking risks, and so is life. Valérie, 
Alexandra and Kristýna certainly know that.

stand out from the ordinary designs of 
mass-market fashion brands. It can take 
a lot of confidence to wear pieces like that, 
especially in the Czech Republic. 

“We’re all still very shy,” Kristýna 
believes. She says that there are not a lot 
of fashion subcultures here, compared to 
places like London or Paris. Everyone seems 
to wear the same clothes, which limits 
creative freedom. 

Valérie agrees, saying, “In Prague it’s 
better, since there are many tourists here. 
But when I go home to southern Moravia 
I have to wear jeans and a T-shirt because 
otherwise I will be an outsider. Everyone 
here judges you, so you’re maybe more 
afraid to wear something different. We are 
always afraid of what people think of us.” 

Alexandra follows up with, “Maybe they 
are not judging us, but we have the feeling 
that they are.”

fashion for confidence
Fashion isn’t only about what you are 
wearing, though. It is a form of self 
expression, for designers as well as for 
consumers, so you shouldn’t let people’s 
judgements stop you from wearing what 
you want.

Kristýna says, “If you’re having a bad day or 
want to be noticed by somebody, clothes can 
help you.” Wearing brighter colors will make 
you stand out in a crowd and can even cheer 
up your mood. Darker colors can make you 
feel more powerful and confident. Clothing is 
a way of representing who you are.

This is how Valérie, Alexandra and 
Kristýna see it. They aren’t just making 
clothes for other people, but for themselves. 
Valérie says, “It can help you with your 
confidence. For us it’s soul-expressing. 
It’s putting ourselves into it. Then for 
the customer it’s for him or her to feel good.” 

GlossARy*
high fashion –	exclusive	and	often	trend‑setting	

fashions
to elicit –	to	get,	to	draw	out,	to	provoke	
edgy –	unusual	and	exciting
to sacrifice –	to	give	up	sth	that	is	valuable	to	you

Language Point•
The word runway	usually	describes	the	place	
where	airplanes	take	off	and	land,	but	it’s	also	
used	for	the	long,	narrow	stage	where	models	
walk	in	a	fashion	show.

“if you’re having a bad 
day or want to be 

noticed by somebody, 
clothes can help you.”

Valérie JurčíkoVá
“The name of my collection is Sorry 
About the Carpet. i wanted to highlight 
the issue of waste in our environment. 
i chose the carpet to represent 
something that we walk on just as 
much as the earth. We spend our time 
in our house and outside but we would 
not throw rubbish on our carpet or 
spill something without cleaning it. 
The materials i used for this collection 
are old carpets and old scarves with 
similar patterns to the carpets. i got all 
the carpets from family and friends who 
wanted to throw them away. The scarves 
i got from second‑hand stores all over 
Prague. i only used new materials for 
a few small components like zippers.”

alexaNdra GNidiakoVá
“i had the idea of making my own 
material from old clothes. i used 
sweaters which i turned into thread, 
or i worked with whole pieces of 
the sweaters. My main inspiration 
for the pattern was the catastrophic 
pollution of Chinese rivers. i wanted 
the volume, shape and color of 
the objects to remind people of the huge 
problem that the fast‑fashion industry 
represents. We should think about 
the quality and story behind our clothes 
and take care of them as best as we can.”

kristýNa hrabáNkoVá
“My project, The Things i Left Behind, is 
about criticizing fast fashion: it’s a big 
cause of pollution and a real problem for 
us. i took pictures of people with their 
property, textile and clothing objects. it 
made them think more about what they 
really use and what they had bought with 
little thought. i liked the idea of using old 
secondhand clothes to make something 
new without taking them apart.”
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b1–b2 TrAVeL tF Activities

neW YorK,
neW YorK

Last month, we shared our map of New 
York with you. But what else do you know 
about America’s greatest city? 
Dolores Connolly (IR)

Up AND DoWN
Manhattan Island, the city’s heart, is divided into uptown, 
midtown and downtown. Historically, downtown was the business 
and nightlife district, while uptown referred fi rst to the richest 
residential areas and later – when “the money” moved out to 
the suburbs – to the poorer, mostly black neighbourhoods like 
Harlem. Now that all of Manhattan is expensive, uptown, midtown 
and downtown are just geographical locations.

Things can get confusing for tourists, however, because 
the words uptown and downtown can also mean your direction 
of travel. If you leave Manhattan and go north to the Bronx, you 
can say you are going “uptown”, or “downtown” if you’re going 
south to Brooklyn.

THE NEW lANDMARK
New York’s skyline now features the main building of One 
World Trade Center, one of the tallest buildings in the world, 
which replaced the Twin Towers destroyed in the 9/11 
terrorist attacks. The authorities and victims’ families 
argued over what should be done with the site for eight 
years. The result was a compromise: a memorial site, 
a commercial centre and a transport hub*. 

In the footprints of the original towers are two black 
granite pools with water cascading down their sides. 
The names of those who died are engraved on (= cut 
into) metal panels on the walls that surround the pools. 
There is always a silent atmosphere at the site – very 
unusual for New York. 

New Yorkers probably won’t regard you 
as a local until you’ve lived there for at 
least 10 years, but you certainly don’t 
have to be born there – over 35% of New 
York City’s 8.5 million inhabitants were 
born somewhere else. It’s an extremely 
ethnically diverse city with a long history of 
immigration. One hundred years ago most 
immigrants to New York were European. 
Today, the list of top-ten immigrant 
nationalities includes only one that could 
possibly be called European (Russian, at 
number ten). The largest immigration 
today is of people from the Dominican 
Republic, followed closely by Chinese and 
Mexicans. The city is a huge mix, with 
over 800 languages spoken.

locAls fRoM 
EVERyWHERE
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GlossARy*
hub [hʌb]	–	centre,	an	important	place	with	
a	lot	of	acti	vity

to coin –	to	invent	a	new	word	or	expression
run down –	in	a	bad	conditi	on
happy hour –	a	specifi	c	day	or	ti	me	when	prices	
are	lower	at	a	bar,	restaurant,	café,	etc.

student rush –	last‑minute	extra	discounts	for	
students	at	theatres,	etc.

crustaceans [krʌˈsteɪʃnz]	–	a	large	group	of	
mostly	water‑living	animals,	including	crabs,	
lobsters,	shrimps,	etc.

cRAZy foR HoT DoGs
Are there hot dog carts on every street 
corner just like in the movies? Yes. New 
Yorkers spend over $120 million a year 
on hotdogs. 

The subway (= metro) system, 
which carries six million 
passengers daily, is very 
old and run down*. It hasn’t 
changed much in 80 years – 
a big complaint of the locals. 
However, it’s worth travelling 
on just to hear the buskers 
in the stations. The standard 
is extremely high and many 
musicians started their 
careers there. Not only that, 
many buskers perform in 
the actual trains – and that 
includes dancers. 

THE ApplE THAT 
NEVER slEEps
New York (often shortened to NY or NYC) has many 
nicknames. The most famous is the Big Apple. This 
nickname was coined* in the 1920s by a sports writer 
who wrote about horse-racing. At the time, jockeys 
and trainers would say they wanted to make a “big 
apple”. It was their way of saying they wanted to 
take their horses to New York where there were 
big-money prizes for horse-racing.

Another nickname is “the city so nice they named 
it twice”. That’s because New York is the name 
of both the city and the state, so while Chicago 
is Chicago, Illinois and Austin is Austin, Texas, 
NYC is New York, New York. It’s also called “the city 
that never sleeps”, the “capital of the world” and 
“the greatest city in the world”. A less complimentary 
(= praising) nickname is Gotham City, after the dark 
and scary city where Batman fi ghts crime in 
the comic books and movies.

A ciTy foR THE RicH?
NYC is expensive. In Manhattan, you’ll pay about 
$3,000 a month to rent a small one-bedroom 
apartment. Not surprisingly, you can live in the city 
on a lower budget as long as you’re willing to make 
a few compromises. Most young people live with 
roommates (like in the sitcom Friends), and there are 
lots of happy hours*, student rushes* and other ways 
to have a lot of fun for not much money.

DANcERs 
oN TRAiNs

UNExpEcTED WilDlifE
About two million rats call New York home – that is one rat for every 
four people. They can be seen rushing around the way all New 
Yorkers do, and they particularly like the subway. No one seems 
to take any notice of them. Thousands of squirrels live in Central 
Park and other parks around the city. They are very friendly and 
far more relaxed than the rats. Even the drinking water is alive, 
being home to microscopic (and harmless) crustaceans* called 
copepods. This is not a bad thing. It’s because the quality of New 
York’s drinking water is so good that it doesn’t need to be fi ltered. 

HURRy AND NoisE
It’s easy to spot the locals because 
they’re all in a hurry as they rush past 
the more leisurely tourists. They also 
speak very quickly and use gestures 
a lot, pointing directions to tourists 
or waving to show their impatience 
with traffi  c, drivers or pedestrians. 
To interrupt someone who’s talking 
to them, a New Yorker will probably 
say nothing but just raise their 

hand. Just like in the movies, cars 
seem to always beep their horns, 
even when there’s no reason to. 
(A popular joke is that the shortest 
possible measurement of time is 
the “New York second” – the time 
between the lights turning green 
and the taxi behind you beeping its 
horn.) Ironically, beeping your horn 
is illegal except in an emergency.
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KNOW WHAT i MeAN?

b1–b2 LANgUAge cd Track 9 tF Activities

All Those Meanings
One of the biggest headaches with learning 
English is that so many words and phrases 
have more than one meaning. Sometimes 
it can get a bit ridiculous – according 
to the editor of the Oxford English 
Dictionary, the word run has approximately 
650 meanings just as a verb. 

When you come across a word you know, 
but in a sense that you haven’t heard before, 
it can be confusing. If you hear that pupils 
get bigger in the darkness, you might get 
confused if you know that pupil means 
school student but don’t know that it also 
means the black bit in the middle of your eye.  

Sometimes, this leads to ambiguity – 
sentences that are not clear because they 
could have more than one meaning. If I told 
you that there’s a bat in the garage, would 

I be referring to a piece of sports equipment 
or a fl ying animal? 

In real life, you usually know which sense 
is the right one from context. If I mention 
that there are bats and balls in the garage, 
you’ll know exactly what I mean. Equally, 
if I ask you to switch on the big metal fan, 
you can probably guess I mean the device 
to keep you cool in summer, and not your 
friend Olaf who loves Megadeth.

it’s Not Just the Words
And then of course there are the words 
and phrases that can mean diff erent 
things – even opposite things – depending 
on intonation (= rise and fall of the voice). 
Some are relatively easy. A sarcastic tone 
can turn great into “this is bad”, or nice one 
into “you idiot”.

Shut up, as you know, is a very rude way 
of saying “be quiet”. But did you know it 
can also mean “I don’t believe you”, “that’s 
awful” or even “that’s amazing”? It depends 
on who’s saying it and in what context. In 
the same way, tell me about it can mean 
“talk to me; tell me more”, or it can mean 
“yes, I know that feeling very well”.

And OK? These two syllables can 
mean anything from “yes, no problem” to 

“I’m listening” or “that is such complete 
nonsense that I can’t even answer you and 
I think you are probably mad”. All depending 
on context and intonation!

Talking with Text
These days we often rely on written 
communication while using the words and 
expressions of speech. In text, chat and 
email we use language that was never 
meant for writing. Words like great, good, 
nice and okay can mean very diff erent 
things depending on facial expression and 
intonation. Without these extra clues, how 
can we pack meaning into a little word 
like okay?

Some people agree that there are clear 
rules for okay in text and email. OK! or 
okayy means “OK, that’s great”. Okay or kk 
means “OK, I agree”. Just OK might mean 
the same, but it’s certainly not enthusiastic. 
OK. (with a full stop) means “it’s really not 
OK”. K means you’re being stupid, and k. 
means there’s a big fi ght coming. 

Unsurprisingly, these “clear rules” leave 
a lot of people confused. Thank god we 
have emoji to provide more idiot-proof 
communication.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

KNOW WHAT i MeAN?
ConteXt in CoMMuniCation 

There’s a song that goes, “it 
ain’t (= isn’t) what you say, it’s 
the way that you say it.” The way 
we speak is as important as 
the words we use. And it isn’t 
just the way you say it, either, 
but where, why and to whom.

OK

OK

OK

OK

OK
OK
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ARCHIE

discuss
• How often do you fact‑check stories 

that you read online / share on social 
networks?

• What makes you trust some websites 
more than others?

• How could you learn more about who is 
behind a website’s content?

• What are some ways that images or 
videos can be changed and shared online?

• Can you remember any stories that went 
viral, but were later proven to be false?

• if you found out that you had 
accidentally shared false information 
online, what would you do to correct it?

Auburn Scallon (USA)

y ou may think it’s easy to spot fake 
news stories online, but academic 
research says diff erently. In a 2019 

study, Stanford University researchers tested 
around 3,500 US high school students. They 
found 52% had watched a video of illegal 
voting activity that was fi lmed in Russia, but 
believed it was actually from the 2016 US 
presidential election. In another test, 98% of 
students failed to spot that a website about 
climate change was paid for by fossil fuel 
companies. The internet has made the lines 
between news, opinion and misinformation 
incredibly blurry (= unclear).

i think it’s really 
important to know where 
your news is coming from. 
I only share stories from newspapers 
or websites that I know and trust. 
I hate the phrase “fake news”, though, 
because it doesn’t mean anything 
anymore. People call everything they 
don’t like “fake news” just so they don’t 
have to think about it. I do think it’s 
important to try and check things you 
share online, but it isn’t easy to do.

People should know not 
to trust anything they 
read online anymore. 
It’s not like I have time to fact-check 
every single sentence that someone 
writes. Isn’t that a reporter’s job? I just 
like to share things that I think are funny. 
If someone else believes a fake news 
story, that’s their fault. If people really 
want to know about something, they can 
do the research and fi nd out the truth.

how do You kNow
What’s true?
HeRe ARe A FeW TiPS
— Always ask who is behind the information. 

do you know who paid for the content 
you’re reading or sharing? 

— don’t automatically trust things like 
a .org domain name. While .org is often 
used by organizations and charities, 
anyone can buy a .org address. 

— Look for words like “sponsored content” 
or “advertorial” (advertising + editorial), 
often written in small or light‑colored 
text above stories that look like news. 
Many paid advertisements today are 
designed to look like news stories.

— Try a reverse image search for any 
pictures that seem a bit strange (in 
Chrome browser: right‑click and select 
“search google for this image”). Photos 
from past events are often shared with 
new captions, sometimes as jokes and 
often to confuse or trick people.  

— remember that headlines can often be 
sensational. if you only read the title of 
an article that someone shares, you could 
miss important information. 

— What’s the evidence? Are multiple experts 
quoted, any data from studies, or is this 
simply one person’s opinion? Can you check 
that the figures and quotes are correct?

— Can you find the information on any 
other well‑known website? Try searching 
several sources if a story seems strange 
or hard to believe. 

— Try a fact‑checking website. 
Snopes.com checks many viral stories. 
Quoteinvestigator.com helps with the full 
story behind famous sayings. There are 
also country‑specific organizations, such 
as factcheck.org or Politifact in the US, 
manipulatori.cz in Czechia and the “reality 
Check” pages from The Guardian and 
the BBC in the UK. Be cautious, though: 
there are fake fact‑checkers, too.

b1–b2 SOCiAL MediA tF Activities

DO YOU CHeCK FACTS 
BeFORe YOU SHARe THeM?

actual truth 
or Fake News:

SONIA
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PART 1
For questions 1–8, read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C 
or D) best fits each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Example:

0 A band B range C scale D scope

0 A B C D

PART 2
For questions 9–16, read the text below and think of the word which 
best fits each gap. Use only one word in each gap. There is an example 
at the beginning (0).

Write your answers IN CAPITAL LETTERS.

Example: 0 H a v e

REAdINg ANd USE of ENgLISh

Raising awareness
In cities around the world, a wide (0) _____ of schemes is being instigated 

to promote environmental awareness. ‘It’s just as easy to (1) _____ of 

litter properly as it is to drop it on the streets,’ says city councillor Mike 

Edwards. ‘It’s a question of encouraging people to do so as a (2) _____ 

of course. Once the habit is ingrained, they won’t even (3) _____ they are 

doing it. After all, think what we’ve achieved with recycling in the home. 

People have become accustomed to it, so it doesn’t (4) _____ to them 

that they’re spending any additional time in the process. Only if they 

have to carry this waste for some appreciable distance to find a suitable 

container do they feel they are (5) _____ .

A quirky, (6) _____ gimmick might be enough to change behaviour. With 

this in (7) _____ , the city of Berlin is introducing rubbish bins that say 

danke, thank you and merci when someone drops an item of rubbish 

into them. It might just (8) _____ the trick in this city, too.

1 A dispose B discard C dump D dispense

2 A principle B system C matter D duty

3 A notice B remark C comprehend D appreciate

4 A concern B occur C impress D strike

5 A inconvenienced B sacrificed C complicated D imposed

6 A light-hearted B mundane C subjective D intense

7 A context B thought C spirit D mind

8 A serve B do C make D play
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Emotion in books
Something appears to (0) ____________ happened to the emotional 

content of books published in the UK. Researchers from the University 

of Bristol analysed the frequency with (9) ____________ ‘mood’ words – 

those reflecting anger, disgust, fear, joy, sadness and surprise – were 

used in as (10) ____________ as 5 million books between 1900 and 

2000. (11) ____________ to one of the researchers, Dr Alberto Acerbi, 

‘the average book published in 1900 has 14% more emotional content 

than the average book in 2000.’ In (12) ____________ words, ‘a book with 

1,000 emotional words in 1900 would have 877 in 2000.’

In (13) ____________ to this decline in emotional content, the research 

team found that some interesting differences between British books 

and those published in the USA have developed since the 1960s. 

(14) ____________ having more emotional content than their British 

counterparts, American books now contain more content-free words. 

These are words that carry (15) ____________ or no meaning on their 

(16) ____________ , such as and or but, and articles like the.

What is the significance of these changes? The researchers say that 

further work is needed to deal with this question adequately.
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PART 3
For questions 17–24, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals 
at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the 
same line. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Write your answers IN CAPITAL LETTERS.

Example: 0 n o t o r i e t y

PART 4
For questions 25–30, complete the second sentence so that it has a 
similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. Do not 
change the word given. You must use between three and six words, 
including the word given. Here is an example (0).

Example:

0 Jane regretted speaking so rudely to the old lady. 
MORE 
Jane _____________________________________ politely to the old lady.

Example: 0 WiSHeD SHe HaD SPoKen More
Write only the missing words IN CAPITAL LETTERS.

REAdINg ANd USE of ENgLISh

The black widow spider
The black widow spider’s (0) __________ is not without 

foundation. However, an element of exaggeration has 

led to certain (17) __________ regarding its evil nature. 

Firstly, while it is indeed one of the most venomous 

species of spider, its venom being 15 times stronger 

than that of the prairie rattlesnake, its bite injects such 

a small amount of venom in (18) __________ that it is 

unlikely to kill humans. In fact (19), __________ are rare. 

Black widows bite only if they are touched or their web 

is threatened, and only the adult female is poisonous. 

The female is (20) __________ by nature, and has been 

known to kill and eat the male after mating. Such 

(21) __________ are rare, but they explain how the spider 

got its name – and its reputation.

Nevertheless, the (22) __________ effects of this spider’s 

bite should not be (23) __________ , and if you live in 

a certain climate and have a fireplace in your home, it is 

advisable to take (24) __________ . Black widow spiders 

often inhabit wood piles,  so you should wear gloves 

when handling firewood.

NOTORIOUS

CONCEPT

COMPARE

FATAL

SOLITUDE

OCCUR

PLEASE

ESTIMATE

CAUTION

25 This novel stands a very good chance of winning the book prize. 

HIGHLY 

It is _____________________________________ win the book prize.

26 ‘You really must stay and have dinner with us!’ Laura said to us. 

STAYING 

Laura _____________________________________ for dinner.

27 If you need me, call me any time, night or day. 

MATTER 

Call me if you need me, _____________________________________ be.

28 I don’t want to be disturbed at all this morning! 

ACCOUNT 

On _____________________________________ disturbed this morning!

29 If Mark hadn’t told Bella about that letter, we wouldn’t have 

argued. 

FOR 

Had _____________________________________ telling Bella about that 

letter, we wouldn’t have argued.

30 We’re going to miss the start of the film if we don’t hurry. 

TIME 

Unless we hurry, the film _____________________________________ we 

get there.
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PART 5
You are going to read a magazine article. For questions 31–36, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) 
which you think fits best according to the text.

REAdINg ANd USE of ENgLISh

Are you a ‘slumper’?
Amanda Stevens cured her bad posture – and her chronic back 
pain – with the Alexander technique.
Many people will have heard of the Alexander 
technique but have only a vague idea what 
it is about. Until earlier this year, I didn’t 
have the faintest idea about it – and saw no 
reason to think I should. But, hunched over 
a computer screen one day, I noticed that 
the neck and backache I regularly suffered 
were more painful than usual.

I was brought up to think that the preferred 
way of dealing with aches and pains is to 
do nothing and hope they’ll go away, but 
I eventually allowed myself to be dragged 
along by a friend of mine to talk to an 
osteopath who had performed wonders on 
her. After examining me, the osteopath said: 
‘I can treat the symptoms by massaging your 
neck and upper back. But you actually have 
bad posture. That is what you need to get 
sorted out. Go off and learn the Alexander 
technique.’

I had regularly been told by friends and family 
that I tend to slouch in chairs but had been 
under the impression that bad posture was 
something one was born with and could 
do nothing about. With hindsight, it’s hard 
to believe just how far off the mark I was. 
Dentists and car mechanics, among others, 
tend to develop bad posture from leaning over 
patients or engine bays. Those of us who are 
mothers often stress and strain their necks 
and backs lifting and carrying children, and 
those who sit in front of computers all day 
are almost certainly not doing our bodies 
any favours.

After a little searching online, I found an 
Alexander technique teacher, Teresa Stirling, 
in my area of town and booked a first 
appointment. Three months later I am walking 
straighter and sitting better, while my neck and 
back pain are things of the past. I feel taller, too, 
which I may be imagining, but the technique can 
increase your height by up to five centimetres 
if you were badly slumped beforehand.

The teaching focuses on the neck, head and 
back. It trains you to use your body less harshly 
and to carry out the sorts of movements 
and actions that we do all the time with less 
effort. There is very little effort in the lessons 

themselves, which sets apart the Alexander 
technique from pilates or yoga, which are 
exercise-based. A typical lesson involves 
standing in front of a chair and learning to 
sit and stand with minimal effort. You spend 
some time lying on a bench with your knees 
bent to straighten the spine and relax your 
body while the teacher moves your arms and 
legs to train you to move them correctly.

The key is learning to break the bad habits 
accumulated over years. Try, for example, 
folding your arms the opposite way to normal. 
It feels odd, doesn’t it? This is an example of 
a habit the body has formed which can be 
hard to break. Many of us carry our heads too 
far back and tilted skywards. The technique 
teaches you to let go of the muscles holding 
the head back, allowing it to resume its natural 
place on the summit of our spines. The head 
weighs four to six kilos, so any misalignment 
can cause problems for the neck and body.

The Alexander technique teaches you to 
observe how you use your body and how 
others use theirs – usually badly. Look how 
a colleague slumps back in a chair with his or 
her legs crossed. That puts all sorts of stresses 
and strains on the body. Even swimming can 
harm the neck. The Alexander technique can 
teach you to swim better, concentrating on 
technique rather than clocking up lengths.

So who was Alexander and how did he come 
up with the technique? Frederick Matthias 
Alexander, an Australian theatrical orator born 
in 1869, found in his youth that his voice was 
failing during performances. He analysed 
himself and realised his posture was bad. He 
worked on improving it, with dramatic results. 
He brought his technique to London 100 years 
ago and quickly gathered a following that 
included some very famous people. He died in 
1955, having established a teacher-training 
school in London, which is thriving today.

So if you are slouching along the road one day, 
feeling weighed down by your troubles, give 
a thought to the Alexander technique. It could 
help you walk tall again.

31 What does the writer suggest in the first 
paragraph?
A She had been reluctant to seek 

treatment for her back problems.
B She was initially sceptical about 

the Alexander technique.
C She had little faith in the osteopath’s 

methods.
D She was wrong to follow her friend’s 

advice.

32 What does the writer say about bad 
posture in the second paragraph?
A She had thought that it only affected 

people in certain occupations.
B She had been told that she would 

inevitably suffer as a result of it.
C She had misunderstood what 

the causes of it were.
D She had developed it after having 

children.

33 What principle of the Alexander 
technique does the writer identify in 
the fourth paragraph?
A A person’s natural movements 

shouldn’t be altered.
B The Alexander technique shouldn’t 

be attempted without supervision.
C Familiar physical actions shouldn’t be 

performed in a strenuous manner.
D The Alexander technique shouldn’t be 

combined with other types of exercise.

34 What does the writer say about bad 
habits in the fifth paragraph?
A They are a consequence of actions 

we perform.
B They inevitably cause physical pain.
C They develop in early childhood.
D They can be difficult to change.

35 What does the writer suggest about 
Frederick Alexander?
A He was keen to make a name for 

himself.
B He managed to recover his vocal 

powers.
C He developed a form of exercise for 

actors.
D He needed to leave home to develop 

his technique.

36 What is the writer’s main purpose in 
the article?
A To explain the widespread occurrence 

of back pain.
B To suggest that back problems can 

be remedied.
C To explain how debilitating backache 

can be.
D To challenge common ideas about 

back pain.
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PART 6
You are going to read four writers’ contributions to a debate about hosting the Olympic Games. 
For questions 37–40, choose from the contributions A–D. The contributions may be chosen more than once.

hosting the olympics – is it a good idea?
four writers give their views about what an olympic games can do for the host country.
A 
The Olympics are undoubtedly expensive to stage and none of 
the Games in recent times have made an immediate profit, but they 
should be considered a long-term investment. The large infrastructure 
projects like new roads and transport systems, the new sports venues 
and cultural facilities, the regeneration of rundown urban areas and 
the increase in tourism all end up stimulating the economy eventually. 
The international media focus on the Games can also lift the host 
country’s profile to another level. This has a knock-on effect on attitudes 
within the host country. International attention and proof of a capacity 
to rise to the challenge can pull the country together, make it feel good 
about itself and put it in a position to compete in the modern world.

C 
For a host city, the Olympic Games are all about ‘legacy’. They present 
an opportunity to showcase, domestically and to the world at large, 
the notion that the city possesses the know-how and manpower to 
manage a hugely complex international event, plus an impressive new 
infrastructure of sports facilities, accommodation and public transport, 
a vibrant, competent, friendly local population, and historic sites and 
places of natural beauty for tourists to visit. There is the sporting legacy 
too, with the greatest athletes from around the world inspiring mass 
participation, a crucial development when modern lifestyles tend to 
have a significantly detrimental effect on fitness and health. Critics 
of the notion of hosting the Olympics often focus on the more easily 
measurable economic implications which suggest that the Games are 
not a viable proposition, but the Olympics are not just about money; 
they are about other aspects of legacy which are at least as significant.

B 
Weighing up the pros and cons of hosting an Olympics is a complex 
business. Research suggests that few former hosts have experienced 
long-term economic gains. Indeed, certain cities like Montreal and Los 
Angeles have taken decades to pay off the debts incurred in preparing 
for and running the two-week-long event, and in cases like these, 
an unwelcome PR effect of international dimensions seems to come 
attached. The real benefits are less tangible in that they inspire a local 
feel-good factor, enhancing a sense of pride in belonging to a city and 
country that can pull off such a massive and awkward enterprise. There 
is also the chance for everyone, the younger generations in particular, to 
observe elite athletes, and therefore sporting excellence, exercise and 
fitness become cool things to aspire to.

D 
Most positive developments that might be associated with hosting 
the Olympics would happen anyway. The infrastructural investments 
could be made, incentives for tourists to visit could be offered and trade 
delegations could be energised. Past experience suggests the financial 
costs tend to outweigh the benefits anyway, when variables like 
the absurd bidding process, security and mismanagement are factored 
in. What of the more intangible spinoffs? First, there is no hard evidence 
that hosting the Olympics leads to greater public involvement in sports. 
In fact, studies show sporting activity actually fell in certain Olympic 
cities once the ‘afterparty enthusiasm’ had worn off. Genuine long-term 
participation in sports comes from grassroots investment in schools 
and community facilities rather than glitzy shows. Most Olympic 
Games are concentrated in one city, usually the capital, and have little 
impact, economic or otherwise, on other parts of the country. In fact, 
in some cases, research reveals significant regional resentment about 
all the attention from government, the media and other organisations 
being directed at one city. So much for pride in one’s country.

Which writer
has a different opinion to the others regarding the economic impact of hosting the Olympics? 37

shares writer B’s opinion about the implications for sport in the host country? 38

expresses a different view to the others about the effect that hosting the Olympics can have on a national sense of identity? 39

takes a similar view to writer A about the likely consequence for the host country’s international reputation? 40
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PART 7
You are going to read a magazine article. Six paragraphs have been removed from the article. Choose from the paragraphs A–G the one which fits 
each gap (41–46). There is one extra paragraph which you do not need to use.

Close encounters of the wild kind
The rise of wildlife-watching experiences.
Wildlife observation has always proved 
inspirational for humans. It led Charles 
Darwin to provide us with a better 
understanding of how we evolved and it 
has inspired such everyday innovations 
as Velcro. US author Peter Matthiessen 
wrote: ‘The variety of life in nature can 
be compared to a vast library of unread 
books, and the plundering of nature is 
comparable to the random discarding of 
whole volumes without having opened 
them and learned from them.’

41

‘What is interesting is how much 
people are willing to pay to be in 
a wilderness environment,’ says Julian 
Matthews, director of Discovery 
Initiatives, a company which takes 
people on small–group trips to more 
than 35 countries. ‘It’s still a small 
part of the tourism industry but it’s 
undoubtedly expanding. There are 
definitely more and more people seeking 
wildlife experiences now.’

42

Matthews recognises the contribution 
that television has made to our 
knowledge of nature, but he says 
‘there’s no way to compare seeing an 
animal in the wild with watching one on 
TV. While a filmmaker may spend six 
months shooting an animal and will get 
closer to it than you ever will, there’s no 
greater pleasure than seeing an animal 
in its own environment. On film, you’re 
only getting the visuals and the sound. 
As impressive as they may be, it’s not 
the real thing.’ And the good thing is that 
tourists can now watch wildlife ‘live’ 
while helping to protect it – a concept 
that comes under the broad label of 
‘ecotourism’.

43

In practice, this means that many 
tour operators, guided by ethical 
policies, now use the services of local 
communities, train local guides and 
have close ties to conservation projects. 
Tour operator Rekero, for example, has 
established its own school – the Koyiaki 
Guide School and Wilderness Camp – 
for Maasai people in Kenya.

44

Conservation organisations have also 
realised that tourism can help educate 
people and provide a valuable source of 
revenue and even manpower. The World 
Wildlife Fund, for example, runs trips 
that give donors the chance to see 
for themselves how their financial aid 
is assisting conservation projects in 
the field, and some organisations even 
allow tourists to take part in research 
and conservation.

45

Similarly, Biosphere Expeditions takes 
about 200 people every year on what 
its field operations director, Dr Matthias 
Hammer, calls an ‘adventure with 
a conscience’. Volunteers can visit six 
destinations around the world and take 
part in various activities including snow 
leopard, wolf and bear surveys and 
whale and dolphin research.

46

Of course, going in search of wildlife 
doesn’t always mean you will find it. 
That sightings of animals in large wild 
areas don’t come automatically is a fact 
of life. Although potentially frustrating, 
it makes sightings all the more 
rewarding when they are made. And 
the opportunity to do something to help 
both the environment and local people 
can only add to the experience.

A He is confident that, if done properly, this 
combination of tourism and conservation can 
be ‘a win–win situation’. ‘People have a unique 
experience while contributing to conservation 
directly. Local people and habitats benefit through job 
creation, research and an alternative income. Local 
wildlife benefits from our work.’

B While there is indeed much to learn from many 
species not yet known to science, it’s the already 
opened texts that attract the majority of us, however. 
And we are attracted in ever increasing numbers.

C As people are able to travel to more extreme places 
in search of the ultimate wildlife experience, it’s 
worth remembering that you don’t have to go to 
the ends of the earth to catch rewarding glimpses of 
animals. Indeed, some of the best wildlife-watching 
opportunities are on our doorstep.

D This growth has been stimulated by the efforts 
of conservation groups and natural history 
documentaries. Greater awareness of the planet 
has led to an increased demand for wildlife tours or 
the addition of a wildlife-watching component to 
traditional holidays. People want to discover nature at 
first-hand for themselves – not just on a screen.

E Despite being an important part of the population 
there, they have largely been excluded from 
the benefits brought to the region by tourism. This 
initiative is a concerted effort to enable them to take 
up jobs and run programmes themselves.

F Earthwatch is a non-profit international 
environmental group that does just that. 
‘Participation in an Earthwatch project is a positive 
alternative to wildlife-watching expeditions, as we 
offer members of the public the opportunity to be on 
the front line of conservation,’ says Claudia Eckardt, 
Earthwatch programme manager.

G It is a term which is overused, but the principle 
behind it undoubtedly offers hope for the future of 
many endangered species, as money from tourism 
directly funds conservation work. It also extends to 
the consideration of the interests of people living in 
the places that tourists visit.
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PART 8
You are going to read reviews of four psychology books. For questions 47–56, choose from the books (A–D).

About which book is each following point made?
It is likely to put certain kinds of people off.

47

It has aims which resemble those in other 
recently published books.

48

It offers unnecessary advice to readers.

49

It makes seemingly original but convincing 
observations.

50

It avoids obvious answers to an issue which is 
familiar to many people.

51

It may prompt the publication of other books 
exploring the same subject matter.

52

It is organised differently from other writing by 
the same author.

53

It lacks a clear structure.

54

It challenges a modern trend in psychology.

55

It is difficult to understand in places.

56

Reviews of psychology books
A Missing Out: In Praise of the Unlived Life 

by Adam Phillips
In Missing Out, a slim volume peppered with insights that may never 
have been expressed quite like this before but which make you want to 
scrawl ‘yes’ in the margins on almost every page, the psychoanalyst and 
writer Adam Phillips asserts that we all ‘learn to live somewhere between 
the lives we have and the lives we would like’. For ‘modern’ people, ‘the 
good life is … filled to the full’; we seek complete satisfaction. But what 
we need, argues Phillips, isn’t satisfaction but frustration. You can’t get 
instant satisfaction because you can’t control people or the world. You 
can’t ‘get’ other people because no one can be fully understood and 
neither, of course, can you. But a capacity for tolerating frustration allows 
us to develop. Appropriately, given the subject matter, this book can be a 
frustrating read – sometimes you think you’re just getting to grips with an 
idea, only for it to slip away. But, as is often true of Phillips’s books, what 
you do feel when you’ve finished it is that it offers glimpses of the real, 
messy and never fully knowable human heart.

C Teach Us To Sit Still by Tim Parks
A few years ago, a number of writers dealt movingly about what it’s like 
to have a serious illness. If Teach Us to Sit Still does well, we could be in 
for a glut of writing by people who don’t have much wrong with them, 
yet still write about it at length. But if they are anything like as good as 
this, it might not be such a gloomy prospect. A few years ago, Tim Parks 
couldn’t sleep and had serious pains in his side. Medical tests all came 
back negative, but the pain persisted. So, he embarked on a sceptical 
exploration of the possible causes of and cures for his woes. He tried out 
an array of theories and therapies. The intensity of Park’s search makes 
for a less than relaxing read, and, in all probability, there will be readers 
who fail to make it past the first couple of chapters. Parks, an innovative 
and prolific novelist, writes wonderfully however, and despite the 
subject matter, a layer of wit runs through it. Parks eventually achieves 
some relief through special breathing exercises and meditation, but 
uncovers no magic formulas.

B Together by Richard Sennett
Together is the second book in a planned trilogy about the skills modern 
humans need for a happy co-existence. The first addressed the joys of 
making things with your hands, and the third will be about cities. This 
one looks at how we can all get along together. Sennett explores the 
importance of equality and how, in unequal societies, people are less 
willing to co-operate. He argues that our society is becoming atomised, 
‘deskilling people in practising co-operation’. The trouble is it all feels 
atomised itself. Sennett’s argument seems to bounce from place to 
place, and he relies on anecdotes and experience more than data. It 
aims to be a practical, how-to guide for maximising co-operation, but 
ends up a sort of unsystematic self-help book: listening is as important 
a skill as the presentation of your own ideas; discussion need not reach 
agreement but can teach us new things; assertiveness is valuable, but 
so is politeness and diffidence. All true, but don’t we know it already?

D The Antidote by Oliver Burkeman
Should we all be striving for happiness? Should we think positively? 
Should we try to ignore any difficult thoughts, feelings, or situations 
that arise? Many self-help books these days would shout ‘Yes!’ Oliver 
Burkeman isn’t so sure. A leading writer in what could be called the 
‘antiself-help self-help’ genre – which happily seems to be swelling – 
Burkeman’s work, as represented in The Antidote, is not about positive 
thinking, finding partners, and getting promotions at work and doesn’t 
offer facile instructions for living a happy, easy life. Rather, it uses 
research to suggest that we reconsider our assumptions and find new 
ways of thinking and being. Help! How to Become Slightly Happier, 
his previous book, comprised a series of short sections, each a page or 
two long, which presented an idea fairly quickly. The Antidote has just 
eight chapters and each one explores a subject like success and failure 
in detail. So what are his conclusions? Well, one is that we have to stop 
searching for firm answers and quick fixes.
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PART 1
You will hear three different extracts. For questions 1–6, choose 
the answer (A, B or C) which fits best according to what you hear. There 
are two questions for each extract.

PART 2
You will hear part of a talk by a the director of a sports academy. For 
questions 7–14, complete the sentences with a word or a short phrase.

Extract one
You hear part of an interview with a woman who has changed her 
lifestyle.

1 The idea for buying an olive farm came from
A a contact in Greece.

B Kathy’s husband.

C a site on the internet.

2 Kathy says she had expected to
A miss her home and family in Britain.

B find life in Greece more difficult.

C feel nostalgic about her old job.

Extract Two
You hear part of a radio discussion in which two teachers are talking 
about teaching poetry.

3 The man feels that generally poetry
A is not taken seriously by teachers.

B is not a popular subject to teach.

C makes for an uninspiring lesson.

4 The woman’s main argument is that
A teachers should encourage students to respond to poetry in 

their own way.

B students need guidance if they are to understand and 
appreciate poetry.

C only the poet can give us a valid interpretation of his or her 
work.

Extract Three
You hear two people talking about an unusual kind of competition.

5 According to Jake, he stopped at the pub
A out of curiosity.

B to eat something.

C to meet someone.

6 The object of the competition is to
A tell the most convincing lie.

B tell the funniest anecdote.

C tell the most obvious tall story.

The Waterman Sports 
Academy
The Waterman Sports Academy offers training in several sports, 

including swimming and (7) _________________________________________  .

Helen coached a girl who wanted to compete in the

(8) _________________________________________  .

Her interest in sports medicine dates back to the time when her  

(9) _________________________________________  suffered a back injury.

To be successful in a particular sport, an athlete must have the right  

(10) _________________________________________  .

Helen says that fitness is important, even in sports like  

(11) _________________________________________  .

She stresses that a (12) _________________________________________  is vital 

in physical development.

Athletes who do not have the latest  

(13) _________________________________________  are handicapped in 

competitions.

In Helen’s opinion, the most important factor for success is having 

the right (14) _________________________________________  .
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PART 3
You will hear part an interview with Jon Kennedy, an engineer who 
works on oil rigs. For questions 15–20, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) 
which fits best according to what you hear.

PART 4
You will hear five short extracts in which people talk about their 
experiences at the theatre.

While you listen, you must complete both tasks.

15 What does Jon Kennedy say about his present job?
A His work on accident prevention is the most interesting part 

of it.

B He would prefer to spend less time doing paper work in 
the office.

C He is annoyed at the level of confidentiality his company 
demands.

D The location of the rig is inconvenient for workers taking shore 
leave.

16 Where oil workers are concerned, Jon feels
A the industry could make an effort to attract a wider range of 

recruits.

B college graduates should be more open-minded about a career 
in the industry.

C it is regrettable that some engineers feel discouraged about 
entering the industry.

D the industry is important because of the opportunities offered 
to unskilled workers.

17 Jon expresses pride in the drill ship because
A it is able to withstand extreme weather.

B it drills wells at maximum subsea depths.

C it is the newest ship to have been constructed.

D it cost more to build than other ships of its type.

18 What does Jon say about arriving on the ship?
A He enjoys meeting up with his co-workers again.

B He looks forward to getting down to work.

C He always finds the flight out very exciting.

D He listens carefully to the safety briefing.

19 Jon says the workers on the rig
A come to him when they need advice on any problem.

B are polite to him because he has a high-ranking position.

C have little time to relax because their jobs are very demanding.

D don’t know each other well because they belong to different 
companies.

20 What does Jon say gives him particular enjoyment in his 
current job?
A developing systems that increase safety for the rig’s personnel

B dealing with emergencies that could be expensive for his 
company

C saving money by identifying potential failure in the rig’s 
equipment

D devising technology to improve the efficiency of the drilling 
gear

Task one
For questions 21–25, choose from list A–H, what each speaker says 
about the show he or she enjoyed most.

LISTENINg

Speaker 1 21

Speaker 2 22

Speaker 3 23

Speaker 4 24

Speaker 5 25

Speaker 1 26

Speaker 2 27

Speaker 3 28

Speaker 4 29

Speaker 5 30

A The atmosphere was intimate.

B I loved the period costumes.

C The play was very moving.

D I saw the play a couple of times.

E The play had a large cast.

F I went along reluctantly.

G The star of the show was very 
talented.

H The show was performed by 
a foreign company.

Task Two
For questions 26–30, choose from list A–H the view each speaker has 
about why theatre is an interesting medium.

A The thrill of watching big stars is 
unforgettable.

B You can get carried away by 
the performance.

C The theatre can be a communal 
experience.

D It is interesting to learn from the cast.

E Ideas can be conveyed with stunning 
force.

F Each performance is a unique 
experience.

G You sometimes feel transported to 
a different era.

H The theatre can surprise and 
stimulate the audience.

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS
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