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iNFOrMÁCiE Ku MaturitE
Maturita z angličtiny sa skladá z externej a internej časti. 
externá spočíva v didaktickom teste, interná je zložená z písomnej práce a ústnej skúšky.

B1
Didaktický test:
Trvanie: 100min
Zloženie: posluch (20 bodov), 
jazykové kompetencie (20 bodov), 
čítanie (20 bodov)
písomná práca:
Trvanie: 60 min
rozsah: 160–180 slov
Ústna skúška: 
žiak si žrebuje zadanie, nasleduje 
príprava (20 min) a odpoveď 
(20 min)

B2
externá časť:
Trvanie: 120min
Zloženie: posluch (20 bodov), 
jazykové kompetencie (40 bodov), 
čítanie (20 bodov)
písomná časť:
Trvanie: 60 min
rozsah: 200‑220 slov
Ústna skúška: 
žiak si žrebuje zadanie, nasleduje 
príprava (20 min) a odpoveď 
(20 min)

Dátum konania didaktického testu 
a písomnej práce: 13. 3. 2018

Na ústnu skúšku má žiak právo ísť 
bez ohľadu na výsledok z testu. 

Ofi ciálne stránky: 
www.nucem.sk/sk/merania/
narodne‑merania/maturita
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Dear Readers,
Welcome back, this time to a special maturita 

edition of our magazine.
As every January, we have prepared an issue 

that will help you get ready for your maturita 
exam. We tried to choose topics that would help 
you get used to the structure of the exam while 
entertaining you with interesting information 
and facts. We thought of those of you who 
enjoy history, sports, culture or science and 
we believe everybody will fi nd something 
they like. There are a couple of articles about 
musicians who were also gifted lyricists – so 
in addition to the exercises, you can also check 
out  U2 or Sixto Rodriguez’s songs or dive into 
rap songs in order to form your own opinion 
about this genre.

We also have an interview with Samuel 
Smoter, a young student from Prešov, whose 
scientifi c projects are successful abroad 
and allow him to meet other talented young 
people from all around the world. The author 
of the interview is René Beláček, a high school 
student from Liptovská Osada, who has been 
our guest editor for this issue. If you would like 
to participate in such a way in the future, don’t 
hesitate to let us know, collaborating with René 
was a very nice experience.

We are also continuing with our series, this 
time visiting the United States and having 
a look at the gra�  ti subculture. We also have 
a comic adaptation of  William Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest and much more.

Have fun and enjoy the winter.
Your Bridge team

“These backpackers must be going somewhere for a long time.”
“These people are adventurous.” 

“Maybe these people have bought a cheap package holiday.”

“This looks like my dream holiday.”

“Maybe they’ll hitch‑hike.”

“This is a typical family trip. It might be just a long weekend.”

“These backpackers must be going somewhere for a long time.”

“Maybe these people have bought a cheap package holiday.”

“This looks like my dream holiday.”

“Maybe they’ll hitch‑hike.”

family trip. It might be just a

CDjanuary–february 

2019

© bridge 

Publishing House

for subscribers who receive 11 or more 
copies of the magazine

teacHers’ 
File

January–February Bonuses

maturita 
carD

cD

Volume 22 issue 05–06
January–February 2019

Monthly magazine 
for english‑language students
B1–B2 level

published by

correspondence address
Bridge Publishing House, Se
Ohradní 1421/63a
140 00 Praha 4 Michle
Czech republic

+420 241 443 003
bridge@bridge‑online.cz

Distributor for slovakia
Bridge PUBLiSHiNg HOUSe 
iNTerNATiONAL a.s.
Nerudova 209/10
118 00 Praha 1 – Malá Strana
Czech republic

registration in the cr
MK Čr e 7634 

Bank account for the slovak 
republic (eur)
SK4009000000005128196156
BiC: giBASKBX

editor-in-chief
Mira Školová 
skolova@bridge‑online.sk 
+420 241 440 981

editors 
Paul Farrington‑douglas, 
Megan LeBoeuf, 
Helena Lee Šrůtková, 
Liam Peach, Zuzana Pernicová, 
Zuzana Sklenková, Josef Šorm 
redakce@bridge‑online.cz

correspondents
dolores Connolly, Karen Cryer, 
Patrick Phillips

proofreading
gareth Bowers, Mary Matz

subscriptions
Henrieta Kollárová
+421 905 425 447
kollarova@bridge‑online.sk

e-shop
Jan Jásek 
+420 241 440 968
eshop@bridge‑online.sk

photo
Archive, iStockphoto, 
Shutterstock

Graphic Design
Ondřej Strnad

printing
JSM PriNT, spol. s r.o.

publication Date
21. 1. 2019
Next publication Date
25. 2. 2019

42



4 Bridge – maturita special 2019

B1 NEWS tF activities w

The Faces Without People
Machine learning is a pretty amazing area of technological 
development. Put very simply, it involves training a computer 
to do a task by giving it lots and lots of examples to learn from. 
The results can be amazing. One research team at Nvidia (which 
makes the graphics cards in computers) has used the process to 
teach a program to make fake* pictures of faces that are so perfect 
they are often impossible to tell from real photographs. The program 
doesn’t only generate faces – it can create fakes based on any set of 
images, from horses to bicycles. it takes a lot of computing power, 
though, and each of the Nvidia team’s most realistic images took 
about 18 days for the computer 
to make, so you don’t need to 
worry that the pictures you see 
in daily life were made by Ai. 
At least, not yet. 

Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

Glossary*
fake – false, not real 
stunt – something done to get att enti on

infl uencer – someone to whom other 
people pay att enti on, especially on 
social media

catch – a hidden problem
sucker – a person who believes 

everything and is easy to fool

sti nky – having an unpleasant smell
to hit on – to think of an idea
pasti me – an acti vity done for enjoyment

stinky* skating
in our Christmas issue we wrote about some famous ice rinks you 
can skate on today. While researching the topic, we learnt about 
the very fi rst artifi cial rinks of all, built in London in the 1840s. 
That was a long time before we had the technology to freeze large 
amounts of water, but a clever inventor hit on* an alternative 
method using a strange mix of chemical salts and pig fat to make 
an artifi cial skating surface he called “not‑ice”. Several temporary 
rinks were made, sometimes decorated with fake trees and 
painted mountains, but their popularity only lasted a few years. 
The surface might have been “extremely convenient for engaging 
in the graceful pastime* of skating”, but there was a little but 
important problem: they smelled disgusting. 

not so smart
We’re all smart shoppers these days, right? We’re not fooled by 
marketing stunts* any more. Well, maybe some of us are. recently 
a new designer shoe shop called Palessi opened in Los Angeles. To 
gain attention and spread the word, Palessi invited about 80 social‑
media infl uencers* to attend the grand opening. Many of these 
infl uencers – followed for fashion tips by millions of people – were 
very impressed. Palessi sold about $3,000 worth of shoes. The catch*? 
Palessi doesn’t exist. it was a marketing stunt by Payless, a brand of 
cheap shoes. According to the brand, the stunt reminded shoppers 
that Payless’ aff ordable shoes are fashionable too. i think it 
reminds us that, in the wise words of the famous American 
showman P. T. Barnum, “There’s a sucker* born every minute.”

scan the Qr code or go 
to goo.gl/i2zleF to see 
some of Nvidia’s perfect 
fakes. 

Found
on the  

internet 
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B1–B2 EVENTS DIARY

Not everything is about studying. the school 
of life is also very important and art is a great 
way to learn about how other people were or 
are doing at it. even if some of them might be 
gone now, the results of their work stay for 
us to learn from. eventually, every student 
becomes a teacher to somebody and if you 
wish to leave a meaningful trace1 one day, 
learning about other people trying to leave 
their own is a great chance to reflect upon 
what all such wishes can be about.

Events 
DiaryCultural tips

Liam Peach (UK)
Mira Školová (SK)

Vocabulary
1 to leave a trace [tə liːv ə treɪs] – zanechať stopu
2 sensible [ˈsen sə bəl] – rozumný
3 to get immersed in something [tə ɡet  ɪ̍ mɜːsid 

ɪn ˈsʌm θɪŋ] – ponoriť sa do niečoho
4 stamina [ˈstæm ɪ nə] – výdrž, odhodlanie
5 to cultivate [tə ˈkʌl tɪ veɪt] – kultivovať, rozvíjať
6 to recognize [rek əɡ naɪz] – uznávaný
7 to overlook [tə əʊ vəˈlʊk] – prehliadať, 

prehliadnuť
8 homage [ˈhɒm ɪdʒ] – pocta

History Written by Real People
For more than a decade, Aréna has 
been bringing contemporary plays 
about key figures from Slovak history. 
The topic of this one is the complicated 
relationship between Tomáš garrigue 
Masaryk and Milan rastislav Štefánik 
who (together with edvard Beneš) not 
only fought for the idea of Slovakia 
and Czechia gaining independence 
from the Austro‑Hungarian empire, 
but also were able to carry their 
ideal to a succesfull end. Originally 

a professor and his pupil, these two men 
of extremely different character and 
temperament didn’t always find it easy 
to understand each other’s attitude. To 
those who are lost in all the different 
opinions people have about the history 
that Slovakia shares with Czechia, this 
play offers a sensible2 view at what 
the differences are between us, what 
the common interests are and how 
tiny the line is between generosity and 
compromise. 

The Edge
Marek Brezovský and his friend Oskar rózsa 
shared more than just music. Being young 
at the beginning of the 1990s, they lived in 
the era when Slovakia opened to the rest 
of the world and people got the chance to 
know everything that had been forbidden 
before. Not only was it the time of 
experimenting with art, it was an era when 
many people got so immersed3 in trying out 
everything new, that they got lost. Such is 
the story of Marek Brezovský, who died of 
a heroin overdose, being only twenty years 
old. His best friend Oskar rózsa took care 
of his legacy and released his music to 
the world and the director Patrik Lančarič 
made a documentary about his life and 
art, naming it Hrana after Marek’s most 
significant song. it talks about his music, 
family, friends and girlfriends, leaving 
a testimony about an authentic artist who 
didn’t get enough lifetime to learn to live 
with his talent.

An Artist’s Homage
Milan Sládek is proof that if an artist has 
enough stamina4 and inspiration, he can 
cultivate5 even a very particular genre. 
Originally a dramatic actor, he decided to 
specialise in pantomime and became one 
of the most recognized6 mimes of the past 
decades. His newest play is a piece about 
Alexander dubček, who, despite being 
a politician, became an ideal of a whole 
generation. Milan Sládek tells the story of 
a man who was strong enough to put himself 
in opposition to the system, even if it meant 
losing his personal freedom and privacy 
and being overlooked7 by many people for 
several decades. Now that we live in times 
when there seem to be no heroes anymore, 
it is quite inspirational to 
see Milan Sládek’s homage8 
to a man he considers his 
lifetime inspiration.

Choose Your Flow
And, since not everything is about getting 
inspired by great people and everybody 
should express themselves at least from time 
to time, dK Lúky in Bratislava is organising 
another session of Freestyle rap Battle. Two 
freestylers standing in front of each other, 
each one of them having 45 seconds to show 
the best in him: come and try or at least get 
to know who might become the future star of 
Slovak rap.

milan sládek: 
Dubčekova jar, 
Štátna opera 
Banská Bystrica, 
February 14th

masaryk/Štefánik, 
Divadlo aréna, 
Bratislava, 
February 2nd

rap na lúkach vol.13 – 
Freestyle Battle, 
DK lúky, Bratislava, 
January 25th

Hrana: 4 filmy 
o marekovi Brezovskom, 
DK lúky, Bratislava, 
February 1st



6 Bridge – maturita special 2019

— understand longer, more 
complex monologues and 
dialogues that use both 
informative and artistic 
language and colloquial 
speech

— understand detailed 
information, opinions and 
diffi  cult expressions

— can assess attitudes, 
opinions and moods of 
speakers

— are able to read factual 
descriptive texts such as 
operating instructions or 
brochures

— can deduce, analyze, and 
generalize the views and 
opinions of authors 

— are able to understand 
the contents of a simple 
authentic text

— can fi nd specifi c and 
detailed information in 
a variety of diffi  cult texts

— are able to distinguish 
both basic and implied 
information in a text 
with a clear and logical 
structure

YOu are reaDY 
FOr tHe maturita test

iF YOu…

— can understand short 
simple monologues or 
dialogues about everyday 
life, such as instructions, 
descriptions, notices, etc.

— are able to understand 
a simple story or radio 
report 

— can get the information 
you need from 
advertisements, charts, 
notices, etc.

— are able to use 
appropriate reading 
strategies (see tips below)

— understand the main 
idea of a text 

— can fi nd specifi c, 
detailed information in 
a simple text

— are able to guess 
the meaning of unfamiliar 
words based on context

 — Underline the key words

 — Look for synonyms (e.g. big = large); the words in 
the questions will likely not be the same as those in 
the text 

 — Always scan the text fi rst to identify the main idea 
of the paragraph

 — The question and the text will never contain 
the same words; look for similar meanings 

 — You don’t have to understand every word, but try 
to understand the main point

 — Always use the second listening to check that you 
are correct

 — do not concentrate on single words, but on 
the overall meaning

 — remember that verbs and adjectives are always 
important 

 — Keep fi xed expressions in mind 
(e.g. make a mistake, give advice)

 — decide which type of word (e.g. noun, adjective, 
verb) is needed for each gap 

 — All words and phrases must be grammatically 
correct and make sense

 — Be aware of prefi xes and suffi  xes (e.g. inexpensive, 
careless)

 — Think about the person you are writing to. Which 
style would be better: formal or informal?

 — don’t waste too much time counting the words

 — Make a few notes to organise your ideas clearly

 — don’t forget to write in paragraphs and use 
the correct punctuation

READinG

lisTEninG

lAnGuAGE in usE

WRiTinG

B1 B2

sOme useFuL tiPs
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B1 maturita / didaktický testB1 maturita / didaktický test cD tracks 
1–2

Listening Part 1 7 points

a story From my trip to new Zealand

You will hear ingrid talking about her trip to New Zealand. 
For the statements 1–7, choose the correct answer: A, B, C or d. 
There is only one correct answer to each question. 
You now have two minutes to read the questions.

1 What was ingrid’s dream for the summer holiday?
a She wanted to make the holiday longer than it was supposed to be.
B She wanted to earn money in order to be able to go swimming every day.
c She wanted to meet new people but was afraid of having bad english.
D She wanted to go somewhere where she could see the sea.

2 One thing ingrid enjoyed doing with her new friends was:
a They loved to work on the strawberry farm.
B They shared their work experience with each other.
c They shared their dreams about travelling.
D They enjoyed earning money of their own.

3 When it comes to swimming, ingrid:
a went swimming every day to the same place.
B was improving every day.
c preferred to watch the sea.
D never reached open sea.

4 When she reached the last fl oating mark, ingrid:
a often felt too tired to swim back.
B was afraid to swim further.
c was afraid of the open sea.
D always stayed there for a while.

5 When the dolphins came closer to ingrid:
a she started to swim around them in circles.
B they wanted to play with her.
c she didn’t understand for a couple of minutes.
D she wanted to swim back to the shore.

6 When the dolphins didn’t want to release her:
a ingrid didn’t care.
B they started to make the circles smaller.
c ingrid started to worry.
D ingrid stopped swimming.

7 When she told the story to people:
a they told her to respect the sea.
B she realised the dolphins were protecting her.
c they told her that the dolphins were afraid of sharks.
D they told her the dolphins were trying to identify her.
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B1 maturita / didaktický testB1 maturita / didaktický test cD tracks 
3–4

Listening Part 2 6 points

What makes a good Friendship?

You will hear a psychologist talking about friendship. 
While listening, decide if statements 08–13 are (A) true, (B) false, or (C) not stated in the recording. 
You will now have two minutes to read the tasks.

8 You should become friends with everybody in your class.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

9 You always decide what people you have everyday contact with.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

10 a good friend shares their secrets only with you.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

11 a good friends always approves of your actions.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

12 For a good friend it is important that you understand why they act like they do.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

13 a friendship is something that we are responsible for and can work on. 

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 



B2 maturita / didaktický test

Bridge – maturita special 2019 9

B1 maturita / didaktický testB1 maturita / didaktický test cD tracks 
5–6

Listening Part 3 7 points

my Parents’ movie tip

You will hear Liam, a high school student, talking about the fi lm Leon, the Professional. 
His observations are summarized below in sentences 14–20, which are in the wrong order. 
As you listen, indicate the order in which you hear the information by writing the numbers 1–6 in the space 
next to the relevant sentence. 
There is one extra observation that is not mentioned. 
Put an X next to the sentence that represents the extra piece of information. 
You will now have two minutes to read the sentences. 

14 Natalie Portman’s parents didn’t want Matilda to be a smoker.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

15 Natalie Portman does an imitation in the movie. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

16 Luc Besson made the movie in a very short time.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

17 Matilda is a little girl. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

18 gary Oldman plays a negative character in the fi lm. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

19 Natalie Portman learnt a lot about acting.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

20 Leon becomes a friend to Matilda. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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B1 maturita / didaktický test

Language in use Part 1 10 points

Th e story of sixto rodriguez

For questions 21–30, read the text below and fi ll in the gaps with the correct answer (A–d). 
There is only one correct answer for each gap. 
Look at question (00) for an example.

0 (a) at (B) with (c) from (D) for

21 (a) easy (B) powerful (c) suitable (D) able

22 (a) then (B) that (c) than (D) when

23 (a) fake (B) own (c) lost (D) expected

24 (a) by (B) through (c) after (D) about

25 (a) out (B) far (c) away (D) there

26 (a) around (B) over (c) beyond (D) above

27 (a) made (B) created (c) made up (D) invented

28 (a) other (B) others (c) another (D) the other

29 (a) should play (B) will play (c) would play (D) has been playing

30 (a) for (B) when (c) as (D) where

eXample: (00) – A

if you take a look back  00   the history 

of popular music, there are some names you just can’t miss. 

in the past, popular music was  21   to 

change society, and writing songs seemed to be the best 

way to creatively communicate your opinion. Later, being 

a rock star became more of a career than an art form, but 

there are some hidden treasures that we didn’t appreciate  

22   .

Sixto rodriguez was born in 1942 in detroit to Mexican 

parents. in the 1960s, he started to write songs and 

perform in clubs. it was a time of fi ghting for social rights 

and against war and racism, which matched rodriguez’s  

23   feelings about how society should 

be. in 1970, he made his fi rst album, Cold Fact. in 1971, it was 

followed  24   Coming from Reality. 

His record company was sure the albums would be a hit 

but they didn’t sell well. He got further and further  

25   from the music business – he had 

a family and had to fi nd a job as a construction worker. He  

toured for the last time in 1981. After that, his career seemed 

to be  26   . 

Meanwhile, in South Africa, he became extremely popular 

but it was the era before the internet and there was no 

information about him. That   27   

many myths. Some people said he killed himself,  

28   said that he was in prison for killing 

his girlfriend. in 1997, his daughter found out that people 

were searching for him on the internet. rodriguez had 

a couple of concerts and that was it.

in 2013, Swedish fi lmmaker Malik Bendjelloul managed 

to fi nd him and made him appear in his documentary 

“Searching for Sugarman”. it won an Oscar, and rodriguez  

29   professionally ever since. Fans 

around the world appreciate the wisdom of his lyrics and his 

ability to accept and enjoy life  30   it is,  

famous or not famous.
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Language in use Part 2 10 points

Just a Bottle of Water

in the following text, fill in gaps 31–40 with one word. 
Use only words that have some grammatical function. 
There is an example at the beginning (00).

example: (00) – of

do you buy a bottle  00   water every 

time you’re thristy? A healthy drinking regime is important 

but it  31   become quite common to 

buy water in plastic bottles instead of drinking tap water. 

Central europe has a lot of water resources and Slovakia 

is  32   of the countries with the best 

quality of tap water in the world so there is no need to buy 

bottled water. 

A plastic bottle takes  33   least 

500 years to decompose, but most plastics take even 

longer. PeT bottles (made with Polyethylene 

Terephthalate) never degrade. A bottle of water is 

relatively cheap so it’s easy  34   buy, 

but what takes you five minutes to drink will stay for 

thousands of years as a useless piece of plastic in a landfill.

Also, scientists have found that there is already so  

35   plastic in the world that it has 

become a natural part of the soil and the water. That 

means that with everything we eat or drink, plastic enters  

36   body. That can hardly be good for 

us, so how can it be good for nature?

Separating and recycling can’t really help solve this 

problem because the amount of rubbish we throw away  

37   day is too high and it is impossible 

to recycle all of it. Also  38   recycling 

process often damages the environment even more and 

also produces waste.

if you need to carry a bottle of water with you, you can 

either reuse an old one or, even better,  buy a special one 

exclusively for tap water. A big part of the natural world 

has  39   damaged already but the good 

thing is that we can all do something about it. We can start 

by understanding that what is not good for us can’t be good 

for the earth. There is  40   better way 

to protect nature than respecting it.
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reaDing Part 1 7 points

Th e History of skiing in slovakia

read the article about the history of skiing in Slovakia. 
Fill in gaps 41–47 with the correct sentence (A–J). 
There are three extra sentences that will not be used.

a Skiing soon became a widespread and fashionable activity.

B From 1873, he used skis with one stick.

c Then, he stopped skiing.

D Skis were not produced here, so people had to bring them from 
abroad. 

e Slovak skiers hosted a championship.

F Slovakia’s terrain was perfect for it.

G Their experience with skiing abroad helped increase the level of 
skiing in Slovakia.

H He himself never used them.

i But the Tatras were not the only area ideal for skiing.

J A year later, he constructed a wooden one in the same place.

Long before skiing became a sport, people were looking for 

a practical way to cross mountains covered in snow. But in 

the 19th century, when the standard of living in europe was 

increasing, skiing became a very popular free time activity .   

41   

in 1865, Karol Cordidesz, a chemist from the High Tatras, 

brought the fi rst skis to Slovakia. He put them on display 

in his shop so every visitor could have a look at the new 

invention.   42   The fi rst person 

who offi  cially practised skiing was Mikuláš Szontágh, 

a doctor from Starý Smokovec.   43   

He was trying to fi nd a way to fi ght tuberculosis and he 

used skiing in the rehabilitation process, with himself as 

the instructor.

in 1910, the fi rst skiing course in Slovakia was organised 

by Michal guhr, a doctor from Tatranská Polianka. He 

also built the fi rst ski jump in Polianka in 1911 from snow.   

44   

At the beginning, people used only one stick.   

45    That was expensive and 

many people preferred to make their own handmade 

skis at home. The fi rst chairlift in Slovakia was built 

in the 19th century and people powered it themselves. 

The oldest cable car was opened in 1908 and went from 

Starý Smokovec to Hrebienok. 

The fi rst skiing club was founded in Kežmarok in 1873.   

46    Skiing courses were popular 

and Slovak sportsmen became successful abroad.   

47    The fi rst championship of 

Czechoslovakia was held in Štrbské pleso in 1920 and 

a world championship in Nordic skiing was hosted in 

the same place in 1935.
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reaDing Part 2 6 points

sunday Bloody sunday

read the following article about a song by the irish band U2. 
decide whether statements 48–53 are (A) true, or (B) false. 
For each statement you should also write the letter (a–e) of the paragraph that supports your answer.

48 “The Troubles” lasted for more than a decade. 

(a) true  (B) false 

Which paragraph (a) – (e) supports your answer? 

49 U2 wanted to start a rebellion with the song.

(a) true  (B) false 

Which paragraph (a) – (e) supports your answer? 

50 U2 wrote the song during the era of “The Troubles”.

(a) true  (B) false 

Which paragraph (a) – (e) supports your answer? 

51 There are two republics of ireland.

(a) true  (B) false 

Which paragraph (a) – (e) supports your answer? 

52 U2 members took part in the confl icts.

(a) true  (B) false 

Which paragraph (a) – (e) supports your answer? 

53 “The Troubles” involved a lot of violence.

(a) true  (B) false 

Which paragraph (a) – (e) supports your answer? 

a) The famous U2 song “Sunday Bloody Sunday”, was 
a huge hit around the world in 1983. it is about a public 
incident that happened during the 1968–1998 confl ict 
in Northern ireland known as “The Troubles”. Northern 
ireland is part of the United Kingdom.

b) For a long time, the whole island of ireland was 
part of the United Kingdom. The irish were Catholic, 
while the english were Protestants. Northern ireland 
was diff erent, as Protestants formed the majority of 
the population. There was a lot of violence in the name 
of religion and the irish wanted independence. When 
the republic of ireland was founded in 1922, the British 
government wanted the territory of Northern ireland 
to remain part of the United Kingdom. ireland gained 
freedom but was split in two.

c) in the 1960s, the number of confl icts between 
Northern ireland Catholics and Protestants started 
to grow. Sometimes there was violence and the police 
used force to stop it. Hundreds of republicans were 

imprisoned. in 1969, British soldiers were sent there to 
control the situation, but this only made things worse.

d) On Sunday, January 30th 1972, during a peaceful 
protest march by Catholics, British soldiers shot 
28 unarmed civilians in the crowd. They killed 14 people, 
including 7 teenagers. This event became known as 
Bloody Sunday and it led to the decades of violence 
called “The Troubles”. There were terrorist attacks on 
both sides and more than 3,500 people were killed.

e) U2 were just children at that time, but the confl ict 
was a constant part of their lives. “Sunday Bloody 
Sunday” is an anti‑violence song and before 
the frontman Bono sings it, he always says, “This is 
not a rebel song” and carries a white fl ag. in 2010, 
the British prime minister apologised for the actions 
of the British army. “The Troubles” ended in 1998 and 
Northern ireland remains part of the UK.
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reaDing Part 3 7 points

Where europe ends or Where europe Begins?

read the following article about gibraltar. 
in sentences 54–60 fi ll in one or two words, which you will fi nd in the text. 
The statements are not in the same order as in the text.

54 its area is small, but its position make gibraltar geographically    

  . (2 words)

55 gibraltar represents a big part of      . (2 words)

56 One of its most visited tourist spots is a      from the Middle 
Ages. (2 words)

57 Spain lost gibraltar during a very long      . (2 words)

58 Most of the inhabitants wish to    part of the european Union. (1 word)

59 Located in the south, gibraltar off ers tourists an      and 
sunny weather. (2 words)

60 The caves within the rock of gibraltar off ered    for soldiers in the past. (1 word)

gibraltar, located in the south of Spain, 
has been British since 1713. There was 
a long war confl ict in much of europe 
caused by arguments about who would 
be the next Spanish king, and Spain lost 
some of its lands. Since then, gibraltar 
has been considered British.

Although it covers only 6.7 square 
kilometres, gibraltar’s location is 
extremely important. it is right where 
the Atlantic meets the Mediterranean. 
The rock of gibraltar, its symbol, is 
home to the only wild apes in europe 
and within the rock there is a network 
of caves and a huge natural auditorium 
for concerts. There is also a network of 
tunnels from the 18th century. during 
the Second World War there was 
accommodation for soldiers and even 
a hospital.

The architecture tells a lot about 
gibraltar’s history. From the 8th century 
it was Muslim, until Christians took 
it over in the 15th century. There is 
a military castle from the Middle 
Ages but also a 15th century cathedral 
built on the site of an old mosque. in 
the centre, traditional British pubs 
and red telephone boxes can be seen 
among the typical Spanish houses. 

gibraltar attracts many tourists with 
its rich history, pleasant climate and 
six beautiful beaches. it is duty‑free 
which means that prices are much 
cheaper. Spain has been trying to get 
it back for more than 400 years, but 
gibraltar has always wanted to be part 
of the UK. in a 2002 referendum, 98 % of 
the population voted to remain part of 
the UK. Now, the situation is even more 
complicated, because in the Brexit 

referendum 96% of its inhabitants 
voted to stay part of the eU.

gibraltar is an exotic combination of 
several elements: its houses remind 
the visitors of the Middle Ages, 
its weather invites them to enjoy 
the beaches, and the typical British 
details in such a small place represent 
a huge part of european past of which 
we are often not aware. 
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Writing
topic: What makes a great Parent?

everybody sometimes feels that even though both parents and children want the same thing – to be happy, 
their ideas of what happiness is are diff erent. Some of these diff erences come from our character, some of 
them depend on the society and the times we live in. in your opinion, what are the qualities of an ideal parent?

Write a letter to your friend in english (160–180 words) in which you will share your opinion about this topic. 
Use the following points:

– what do you think is important for today’s teenagers?

– what is the diff erence between the times you live in and the times your parents grew up in?

– what are the most important things parents can teach their kids?

– how can being a good example make children better people?
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Look at the following pictures. 
What types of family do they represent? 
What are the diff erences between them? 
What makes a happy family? What are the most important parts of 

your everyday life as a teenager? 
What free‑time activities do you fi nd 
interesting? 
What do you enjoy the most and what 
don’t you like about being a teenager?

react to the following situation: you 
decide to fi nd a summer job. 
You fi nd an interesting position but 
there is someone in your team you don’t 
get along with very well. 
What do you do?

sPeaKing
The oral exam takes twenty minutes. 
Before it starts, you randomly pick three topics and then you have twenty minutes for preparation. 
The exam itself consists of three parts and each of them is about a diff erent topic.

Part 1: VisuaL inPut
5 minutes

topic: Family and society

Part 2: 
main questiOn 
10 minutes

topic: Young People 
and Th eir World

Part 3: simuLatiOn
5 minutes

topic: Jobs and 
Professions 
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7–8

Listening Part 1 7 points

Poetry or not?

You will hear Sharon’s school presentation about poetry and rap. 
For statements 1–7, choose the correct answer: A, B, C or d. 
There is only one correct answer for each question. 
You now have two minutes to read the questions.

01 sharon often thinks:
a how poetry is better than fi ction or a television series.
B about why some people fi nd poetry boring.
c whether there are any documentaries about poetry and rap.
D about how to share good poetry with people.

02 When it comes to rap, sharon:
a prefers it to poetry.
B once saw a documentary about it.
c thinks it doesn’t have any function.
D thinks it is not as popular as it used to be.

03 sharon thinks there is a lot of bad rap, because:
a the music industry has no poetry.
B a lot of rappers do it for money.
c it is only about fi nding a good rhyme.
D good rap has no promotion.

04 in the past:
a poetry was only for blind people.
B Homer used to rap his poems.
c Homer performed publicly.
D there were no school books with poems.

05 Bob Dylan:
a has a Nobel Prize for his rap lyrics.
B thinks rock and folk music is easy to understand.
c has great songwriting skills.
D fi rst accompanied rap with music.

06 sharon thinks that:
a only rap has some artistic value.
B all poetry is art.
c rap is not an art.
D there are bad poems, too.

07 When it comes to lyrics in english, sharon  thinks that:
a all rappers should use their native language.
B all rappers should be categorised by their language.
c there are good metaphors only in english.
D a good rapper tries to improve his rapping skills in any language. 
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Listening Part 2 6 points

Th e australian Outback

You will hear a recording about the Australian Outback. 
While listening, decide if statements 8–13 are (A) true, (B) false or (C) not stated in the recording. 
You now have two minutes to read the tasks.

08 Australia means both a country and a continent.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

09 The population of the Outback is very low.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

10 For all the Australians, “the Outback” is the same thing.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

11 The Uluru natural reserve is located in the north of the Outback.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

12 Stuart Highway was constructed by a Scottish explorer.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 

13 it doesn’t rain very often in the O utback, but camels can live there.

(a) true  (B) false  (c) not stated 
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Listening Part 3 7 points

emotional intelligence 

You will hear Tim roberts, a psychologist who specialises in young people, talking about emotional 
intelligence. 
He mentions six characteristics of people with high emotional intelligence. 
They are summarized below in sentences 14–20, which are in the wrong order. 
As you listen, indicate the order in which you hear the information by writing the numbers 1–6 in the space 
next to the relevant sentence. 
There is one extra piece of information that he doesn’t mention.
Put an X next to the sentence that represents the extra piece of information. 
You will now have two minutes to read the sentences. 

14 Being interested in new things gives you the ability to better understand other people’s point of view. 

15 People prefer to deal with somebody who has respect for other people’s opinions.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

16 Being able to manage your emotions is part of having a high eQ. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

17 To be able to think constructively about what is happening helps you work on yourself.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

18 Being able to improve yourself is based on knowing your strong and weak spots.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

19 empathy allows you to understand other people’s feelings.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

20 good listeners fi nd it is easier to understand other people’s emotions.  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
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Language in use Part 1 20 points

Th e evolution of a Th eory

For questions 21–40 read the text below. 
decide which word or phrase (A, B, C or d) best fi ts each space. 
There is an example at the beginning (00).

eXample: (00) – (A)

Charles darwin  00   born in 1809 in 

great Britain. His mother died when darwin was eight 

and his father, a doctor, raised him and his fi ve siblings 

by  21   . darwin showed an interest in 

nature from the very beginning, but he wasn’t a very good 

student. He  22   studying medicine, but 

gave up and his father sent him to Cambridge University to 

study  23   religion. He graduated in 1831 

and signed up for an unpaid voyage for explorers in order to 

study the nature of the world. 

He spent three years in diff erent parts of South America 

collecting and studying specimens. in 1835 he visited the 

galapagos islands and  24   surprised 

to see that the local people were  25   

to tell which tortoise came from what island only by 

looking at it. He also studied birds and each island had  

26   own specimen. He came to the 

conclusion that they all came from one species only after 

visiting every island.

Then, he visited New Zealand, Tahiti, Australia, Mauritius 

and South Africa and came  27   to 

Britain in October 1836. He wrote several books about his 

trip and gained a reputation as  28   

extraordinary geologist. At that moment, people already 

knew that rocks were formed by very slow processes 

over long periods  29   time. However, 

neither the general population nor most scientists thought 

that one species of animal could change in a similar  

30   .

After visiting the galapagos, darwin disagreed. He also 

noticed  31   diff erent species compete 

in order to survive.  32   the living 

conditions on one island were diff erent, the species 

developed a function useful for this area. For example, 

on an island where there are  33   

predators, only the fastest animals survive, so they need to 

become good runners. in order to survive, the animals there 

slowly develop this ability and become better and better  

34   running. He  35   

studying nature in order to fi nd more evidence.

in 1858, he  36   a letter from the scientist 

Alfred russel Wallace saying that he had independently 

worked on the  37   theory too. They 

decided  38   present it together to 

the public. The next year, darwin published his book On 

the Origin of Species and  39   was 

a bestseller. it drastically changed the way we understand 

human life and there was a huge public discussion  

40   it. darwin died in 1882 and his theory 

became the base of modern science.

decide which word or phrase (A, B, C or d) best fi ts each space. 
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00 (a) was (B) has been (c) is (D) had been

21 (a) him (B) he (c) his (D) himself

22 (a) started (B) has started (c) had started (D) has been starting

23 (a) a (B) the (c) ‑ (D) this

24 (a) will be (B) was (c) has been (D) had been

25 (a) skilled (B) expected (c) able (D) clever

26 (a) its (B) his (c) her (D) their

27 (a) back (B) towards (c) far (D) close

28 (a) the (B) an (c) a (D) ‑

29 (a) of (B) from (c) with (D) in

30 (a) style (B) look (c) direction (D) way

31 (a) that (B) this (c) those (D) then

32 (a) So (B) even (c) if (D) Whenever

33 (a) less (B) much (c) many (D) no

34 (a) in (B) at (c) on (D) for

35 (a) stayed (B) kept (c) followed (D) finished

36 (a) wrote  (B) sent (c) observed (D) received

37 (a) same (B) similar (c) wrong (D) different

38 (a) — (B) on (c) to (D) for

39 (a) it (B) she (c) they (D) him

40 (a) by (B) about (c) followed (D) without
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Language in use Part 2 10 points

a Culture Between two Powers

read the following article about the Canadian Arctic. 
For questions 41–50, change the word given in capitals at the end of the line to complete the article. 
There is one example (00) at the beginning of the text.

eXample: (00) – spectacular

The Canadian Arctic off ers one of the most  00   landscapes 

on earth. Nature here is very varied. There is tundra with permanently   

41   soil, there is also the Arctic Cordillera with its lakes and 

rivers. glaciers are formed by  42   snow that has turned into ice 

over many years. The glacier that caused the Titanic to sink was one of these, too. 

during summer, the Midnight Sun occurs when the sun is for the full 24 hours. 

There is also the Polar Night when the night lasts for 24 hours. Northern Lights can 

be seen all year‑round. They are caused by electrons from solar winds which mix 

with the gases in the atmosphere. The  43   eff ect is lights in 

pink, green, yellow, blue or violet. 

There is extraordinary fauna: arctic fox, caribou, whales and millions of birds 

and fi sh. Sadly, due to global  44   this species are in danger. 

The region warms  45   as fast as the rest of the world. Also, 

as the ice melts, the resources of oil, gas and minerals here are becoming more  

46   . That means that there is a lot of industry in order to 

extract them, which causes even more damage.

Most of the inhabitants, around 60,000, are inuit – the indigenous people of 

Canada. They have their own language and they still hunt in order to survive. They 

eat seals, whales and even polar bears but also berries and seaweed.

inuit society has a particular characteristic: since they live in  

47   natural conditions, sharing and cooperating are 

a  48   . Marriage is a way to create a bond between families. 

They value children very much and each  49   is celebrated 

with  ceremonies. They teach their kids to survive and at the same time to respect 

nature.  50   , they will manage to keep the balance between 

the requirements of today´s industrial society and the beauty of the life led in 

harmony with the nature.

00 spectacle

41 FreeZe

42 Fall

43 result

44 Warm

45 tWO

46 acess

47 cHalleNGe

48 NecessarY

49 BOrN

50 HOpe
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Language in use Part 3 10 points

Th e novelist and His novel

read the following text about the fi rst Slovak novel and its author. 
Fill in gaps 51–60 with one word. 
Use only words that have some grammatical function. 
There is an example at the beginning (00).

eXample: (00) – another

Today, Jozef ignác Bajza might be just  

00   name on the list of Slovak 

writers, but in real life, he was not only the author of 

brave and critical writing but also proudly took credit  

51   it. He led an unusual life and never 

tried to avoid a possible controversy. Far from being shy, he 

considered himself the man who was “the fi rst one to break 

barriers in the Slovak language”.

He was born in 1755 to a relatively wealthy family which 

lost its wealth  52   to the reforms of 

Maria Theresa. That didn’t stop him  53   

supporting the reforms throughout his life. After studying 

theology in Vienna, he started to work as a clerk in diff erent 

parts of Slovakia. in his writing, he used a particular Slovak 

he invented himself but  54   his trying, 

he was never able to codify it.

He is the author of the fi rst novel written in the Slovak 

language, “The Adventures and experiences of the Young 

Man rené“. rené travels around the world in order to fi nd his 

lost twin sister who had  55   kidnapped 

as a child. He fi nds her but their plan to escape together 

doesn’t work out and he ends up being a slave in Africa. After 

many adventures, their attempt to  56   

home is accomplished.

That was the fi rst part of the book where Bajza used a lot of 

metaphors in  57   to deliver a critique of 

his own country. He was especially  58   

the aristocracy taking advantage of the poor and the church 

being concerned only about 

money. in the second part, rené 

travels across Slovakia. Here, 

Bajza writes about the reforms 

and even presents a couple of 

his own ideas. This part was so 

critical that it was forbidden by 

the censors.

He was also a man of action. As a village priest he wasn’t 

paid very well but he  59   his own 

vegetables and worked in the fi elds. Thanks to this, he was 

able to fi nance his writings  60   . He was 

very temperamental and had a long lasting confl ict with 

Bernolák about the Slovak language. At the end of his life, he 

left all his possessions to the poor. He is buried in St. Martin’s 

Cathedral in Bratislava.
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reaDing Part 1 7 points

Th e supersonic Concorde

read the article about the supersonic Concorde aeroplane. 
Fill in gaps 61–67 with the correct sentences (A–J). 
There are three extra sentences that will not be used.

a Future passengers are already booking their seats.
B The accident happened when the aircraft was waiting on the runway.
c in 2003, Concorde was taken out of service. 
D However, you can´t book a seat on it yet.
e it took it three and a half hours to fl y from London to New York.
F Concorde burned over 120 tons of fuel during just one trip from London to New York. 
G Many countries banned it from their airspace because of the loud sound it produced.
H due to that, it produced a lot of noise.
i The price of a ticket was about 30 times higher than for a normal fl ight.
J There was metal waste on the runway which damaged the tyres.

The Concorde supersonic aircraft was developed by 

the Anglo‑French company Aérospatiale/BAC. it was in 

commercial service from 1976 to 2003 and it was the most 

elegant aircraft ever built, able to carry only 100 passengers.  

61   it also carried sensitive cargo such as 

diamonds and human organs.

it travelled at 2,180 kilometres per hour, which is more than 

twice the speed of sound.  62   That 

meant that due to the time diff erence, passengers arrived in 

New York earlier than they left London. in order to fl y fast, it 

fl ew at an altitude of 17,000 metres, so the passengers could 

see the earth’s round shape.

Concorde´s impact on the environment was often discussed.  

63   Charles Lindbergh, the fi rst man 

to fl y over the Atlantic Ocean, in 1927, was strongly against 

supersonic travel because of environmental reasons, 

especially its noise.  64   

in July 2000 in Paris, there was an accident when a Concorde 

crashed one minute after take‑off .  65   

Pieces of tyre fl ew into the tank and started a fi re. All 

109 people on board died as well as four people on 

the ground.  66   

There is a Concorde on display at the Charles de gaulle 

airport in Paris. At the moment, a new aircraft that would 

take only one hour to fl y from London to New York is in 

the process of development.   67    

The project will take 30 – 40 years. 
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reaDing Part 2 6 points

nighthawks

read the following text about Nighthawks, a painting by the American artist edward Hopper. 
decide whether statements 68–73 are (A) true or (B) false. 
For each statement, you should also write the letter (a–e) of the paragraph that supports your answer.

68 edward Hopper got inspiration for this painting in Hollywood movies.
(a) true  (B) false 
Which paragraph (a–e) supports your answer? 

69 the fact that the restaurant is luxurious adds to the feeling of loneliness.
(a) true  (B) false 
Which paragraph (a–e) supports your answer? 

70 the painting shows a certain lifestyle, typical for the country it is from.
(a) true  (B) false 
Which paragraph (a–e) supports your answer? 

71 in order to enjoy art, you don’t need to be an intellectual. 
(a) true  (B) false 
Which paragraph (a–e) supports your answer? 

72 the observer and the characters in the painting are separated by a wall.
(a) true  (B) false 
Which paragraph (a–e) supports your answer? 

73 in 1942, painting was not recognised as an art form.
(a) true  (B) false 
Which paragraph (a–e) supports your answer? 

a Many people fear art because they are afraid of not 
being able to understand it. We often forget that one 
of art’s functions is to enjoy, and another, to make us 
think. As long as we are not afraid of our own curiosity, 
there is no reason to be ashamed of not understanding 
art. Some paintings have so much atmosphere that it 
is easy to break this barrier of fear. Such is the case of 
Nighthawks by edward Hopper.

b it shows four people in an all‑night restaurant in an 
urban area late at night. even though they are sitting at 
the same bar, the loneliness of each of them is obvious. 
The whole scene is shown through the glass window 
of the bar itself, so the observer is actually watching 
them from the street. That makes the feeling of being 
separated even stronger. 

c The restaurant is cheap rather than fancy. A girl is 
eating a sandwich and a man, elegantly dressed, 
is holding a cigarette. We can see the name of 
the restaurant and also the advertising for the cigars 
you can get there. The painting has become inseparable 
from the idea of the United States at a certain moment 
of its history. it represents a particular lifestyle born in 
this country and its paradoxes.

d Nighthawks was painted in 1942, when Hollywood 
produced hundreds of fi lms every year but cinema 
wasn’t widely recognised as an art form. The play of 

shadow and light in the painting, the sense of observing 
other people’s action – all this reminds us more of 
a fi lm than a painting.

e Nighthawks shows certain people being in a certain 
mood at a certain moment. And this – the moment, 
the place, the mood – is probably the only thing they 
share with each other. Hopper said that to him, it 
was about a particular American aesthetic and that 
a painting about isolation in a large city wasn’t his 
purpose. He was a very private person and he said 
that the feeling of being alone probably got into 
the painting because it was part of his nature. And 
maybe Nighthawks’ ability to transfer this feeling is 
what makes the observer connect to it so quickly.
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reaDing Part 3 7 points

Fuel for great Youtubers

read the text about YouTubing and complete the sentences 74–80 using the information from the text.
Write one or two words as indicated. 
The sentences do not follow the same order as the information appears in the text.

Being a YouTuber is one of the coolest ways to share your 
opinion and to get to know the opinion of people from all 
over the world. You get to improve your presentation skills, 
visuals speak for themselves and it is always the right time 
to get creative. 

No doubt you have your favourite YouTubers. if you think 
of their channels, what do you think is the secret of their 
success? if you think about it, people express themselves in 
diff erent ways: some people are more traditional, some like 
to experiment and others use a lot of eff ects. But behind 
every successful YouTuber there is one thing: their love 
for what they do. No matter what the style, a passionate 
curiosity about what you are interested in as well as love for 
sharing what you know is the best motivation.

if you want to start your own channel, what are the things 
you should keep in mind? First of all, you should know why 
you are doing it. What do you want to bring to people? 
do you only want to have fun or do you wish to spread 
knowledge or inform people about a topic? do you want to 
start a discussion or only entertain?

Of course, getting followers is nice. But if you expect your 
videos to have an impact on them, you need to constantly 
grow as well. That doesn’t mean only technically, but also as 
a person. Checking the most popular YouTubers’ channels, 
you can see that they didn’t let success spoil their creativity. 

Somehow, they are always able to bring a new point of view – 
either in the way they make their videos or content‑wise.

So, at the end of the day, even if being a YouTuber includes 
many technical aspects and seems to require marketing 
skills too, your personality is the main ingredient. in other 
words, not only is it important what you feed your followers, 
but what you feed yourself, too.

74 if you want to keep attracting followers, you need to        in 

order to always bring something new and interesting. (2 words)

75 A good channel can have a huge    on the viewers. (1 word)

76 Having a YouTube channel and making videos might help you with your      

  . (2 words)

77 Success is great, but if you want to keep growing, you can’t let it    you. (1 word)

78 Your personality is the most important thing, but when it comes to the video itself, you also have to think 

about the        of it. (2 words)

79 People who are interested in some topic, often have a channel in order to      

  about it. (2 words)

80 Aside from love for sharing your knowledge, the best motivation for making videos is your  

      about what you like. (2 words) 
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You are at the age of being able to vote and in order to make the right choice, you need to understand 
the society you live in. How, in your opinion, can knowing the history of your country help you make 
a responsible decision? Why is it important to know the past of your culture? Write an essay on this topic in 
english (200–220 words). it should include the following points:

– the importance of knowing the history 

– why is it important to know other people’s opinion?

– where can you find information about history?

– can you rely on only one source of information?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Writing
topic: Why is it important to Know Our History?
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Look at the following pictures of different sport activities.
What qualities do you think they bring to the sportsmen’s lives?

What do you think makes Slovakia 
different from other countries? 
How can a fact that Slovakia is relatively 
small change the life of the people?
What is the quality of life in Slovakia, 
compared to what you have seen 
abroad or on the internet?

react to the following situation: your 
friend decides to lose weight even 
though she already is too skinny.
What do you do to make her see that 
she doesn’t need to do it?
How do you make her understand that 
we shouldn’t be too hard on ourselves?

Part 1: VisuaL inPut
5 minutes

topic: sport

Part 2: 
main questiOn 
10 minutes

topic: slovakia, 
Living in slovakia

Part 3: simuLatiOn
5 minutes

topic: models and 
ideals, shaping our 
Personal Values

sPeaKing
The oral exam takes twenty minutes. 
Before it starts, you randomly pick three topics and then you have twenty minutes for preparation. 
The exam itself consists of three parts and each of them is about a different topic.
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READinG AnD usE oF EnGlisH  part 1  
For questions 1–8, read the text below and decide which answer (a, B, c or D) best fi ts each gap. 
There is an example at the beginning (0).

example:

0 a ended B gone c become D turned

0 a B c D

tV cooking programmes for kids – great 
entertainment or cheap exploitation?
reality TV shows have (0) ______ extremely popular in recent 

years. initially (1) ______ just adults, they now frequently 

include children and teenagers as well. (2) ______ the most 

successful of these kinds of programmes are talent shows, and 

in (3) ______ , cooking competitions.

A heated debate has arisen amongst commentators as to 

the (4) ______ and wrongs of allowing children to take part in 

these shows. Those in favour claim that the programmes teach 

viewers good eating (5) ______ and promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Supporters also believe the programmes demonstrate that 

hard work and dedication can lead to success, which serves as 

a great example to children watching the show.

(6) ______ , some people are concerned about the effect of 

these shows on the participants because of the competitive 

element. The stress caused by the desire to win the show 

at all costs can lead to tears and even complete emotional 

(7) ______ in extreme cases. Far from developing confidence 

in the young competitors, the experience can lead some 

children to feel worthless and (8) ______ . Should TV 

producers really be subjecting children to such a negative 

experience in the name of entertainment?

1 a featuring B appearing c holding D consisting

2 a during B Between c Through D Among

3 a special B particular c extreme D individual

4 a rights B advantages c positives D plusses

5 a traditions B customs c habits D styles

6 a Besides B despite c However D Although

7 a touchdown B breakdown c countdown D lowdown

8 a loose B unsteady c uneven D insecure
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READinG AnD usE oF EnGlisH  part 2 
For questions 9–16, read the text below and think of the word which best fi ts each gap. 
Use only one word in each gap. 
There is an example at the beginning (0).

Write your answers iN capital letters.

example: 0 A T

READinG AnD usE oF EnGlisH  part 3 
For questions 17–24, read the text below. 
Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fi ts in the gap in the same line. 
There is an example at the beginning (0).

Write your answers iN capital letters.

example: 0 T E C H N O L O G I C A L

Are you happy (0) ______ school? Some students complain 

that much of (9) ______ they learn at school is not 

particularly useful, nor can it be put into practice in real life. 

it seems, however, that this is not a recent phenomenon. 

As early as the end of the eighteenth century, there were 

teachers who complained about the educational system 

because they found (10) ______ lacked both fl exibility and 

practicality.

Maria Montessori, an educator from italy, realised that 

the schooling system was not as eff ective as it could be 

because it did not take into account the physiological and 

psychological needs of children. She devised a new system 

(11) ______ children would feel safe and comfortable, 

learning from experience rather (12) ______ being taught. 

At schools which follow the Montessori system, everything, 

even furniture, (13) ______ tailor‑made to fi t the needs of 

the students.

Many students fi nd the business (14) ______ receiving their 

termly or yearly marks a nervewracking experience, but this 

is not an issue for children being educated at a Montessori 

school. The Montessori system does not believe (15) ______ 

traditional methods of testing. Teachers communicate 

with parents either through written reports describing 

the student’s progress (16) ______ through meetings during 

the year.

the Montessori experience

When most of us think about (0) ______________________ advances, our minds usually turn to space travel, 

microchips, nanotechnology and robots, but technology doesn’t have to be (17) ______________________ 

advanced to make (18) ______________________ in people’s lives.

William Kamkwamba left school at fourteen because his family’s (19) ______________________ meant that 

he had to start work to support them. Once he’d begun working on the family farm, he realised that he 

needed to do something drastic to (20) ______________________ his family’s survival. He started looking for 

junk and spare parts and, in his free time, built a turbine from what he had found. To everyone’s surprise, 

the turbine worked. it not only produced electricity, but also pumped water for the family farm.

His (21) ______________________ story soon became well‑known, and articles were written about him and 

his achievement. People from all over the world sent money to William, which he used to study farm 

technology.

He used his new (22) ______________________ and the (23) ______________________ he had

been sent, to add water storage tanks. Now William’s village has water

on tap for the fi rst time in its history. Stories like William Kamkwamba’s

should be a(n) (24) ______________________ to all of us.

tecHNOlOGY

eXtreme

imprOVe

pOOr

sure

succeeD

KNOW, DONate

iNspire

the windmills of hope
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READinG AnD usE oF EnGlisH  part 4 
For questions 25–30, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the fi rst sentence, using the word given. 
Do not change the word given. 
You must use between two and fi ve words, including the word given. 
Here is an example (0).

example:

0 The cake was so big that it wouldn’t fi t on the table.
sucH

it ____________________ that it wouldn’t fi t on the table.

The gap can be fi lled by the words ‘was such a big cake’, so you write:

example: 0 WAS SUCH A BIG CAKE 

Write only the missing words iN capital letters.

25 i think this recipe needs more milk than we’ve got.
eNOuGH
i don’t think we ________________________________________________ this recipe.

26 This is the best computer game i’ve ever played.
Better
i’ve never ________________________________________________ than this one.

27 do you know how far away Hong Kong is?
iDea
do you ________________________________________________ how far away Hong Kong is?

28 He started doing charity work when he was a student.
iNVOlVeD
He has ________________________________________________ doing charity work since he was a student.

29 Carl is the only person who would have used your MP3 player.
must
it ________________________________________________ who used your MP3 player.

30 i won’t tolerate another argument between you!
put
i won’t ________________________________________________ arguing between you!
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A Ask yourself what kind of activities you enjoy doing 
most: are they physical or intellectual activities, 
indoor or outdoor, with other people or alone?

B This will give you more time to decide what you want 
to do, while at the same time providing you with 
the opportunity to help those in need.

C You could change your mind while still at university 
or you could even retrain when you’re older and are 
already working.

D Having worked as a volunteer proves that you have all 
of these attributes and makes you a more attractive 
candidate.

E it is only a rare few who make up their minds early on 
regarding their choice of career and know what skills 
and qualifi cations will get them there.

F A rise in unemployment is making it increasingly 
diffi  cult to fi nd a good job.

G A steady, secure job with an average salary or 
a high‑risk job with more potential for great wealth?

READinG AnD usE oF EnGlisH  part 6  QUeSTiONS 37–42
You are going to read a magazine article about choosing a career. 
Six sentences have been removed from the article. 
Choose from the sentences a–G the one which fi ts each gap (37–42). 
There is one extra sentence which you do not need to use.

the right job
There are more choices than ever, 
but what is the best job for you?

Many young people worry about their future and spend hour 

after hour considering what to do when they fi nish school.  

37
 
For the rest of us, it’s a case of just waiting to see 

what comes along or even randomly selecting a job; after 

all, luck often plays an enormous part in the choices young 

adults make. Unfortunately, there is no straightforward 

advice that young people can follow, but there are a few 

things which can make choosing a suitable career a little 

easier.

The fi rst thing you should do is focus on what your interests 

are. 38
 
 Planning out your future life is no easy 

feat, and this sort of self‑awareness is vital. Knowing what 

your strengths and weaknesses are helps a lot, too. What 

are you good at? do you fi nd problem‑solving easy? Are 

you comfortable working under pressure, or do you prefer 

a more relaxed pace? if you fi nd it diffi  cult to answer these 

questions yourself, take an aptitude test. This will help you 

identify what you excel at and areas in which you don’t do so 

well. The results can then help you determine professions 

that are either suitable or totally inappropriate for you.

it is also important to know what your values and priorities in 

life are. What’s more important to you? is it wealth and fame 

or a comfortable family life? 39
 

A more practical activity that can be of benefi t is taking 

a gap year between school and university and working 

as a volunteer. 40
 
 You’ll also gain new skills and 

experience that will prove invaluable to you later in life and 

in your future career. After all, employers want to hire either 

experienced and skilled people, or those who can show 

initiative, a willingness to work and enthusiasm. 41
 
 

it may well be this experience that sets you apart from 

the other applicants and gets you the job.

Another step that can be taken when contemplating a career 

is to ask people who are already working in that particular 

fi eld about its positive and negative aspects. However, make 

sure you ask more than just one person, as diff erent people 

have diff erent perspectives.

Finally, you should never forget that whatever you choose, 

you don’t necessarily have to do it forever. 42
 
 

The important thing is to feel content with your life. As work 

plays such a major part in it, having a fulfi lling career needs 

to be a priority.
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Which building(s)
is the oldest structure?  43

 

has a very small, yet visible lean?  44
 

was built during times of war?  45
 

is located near the coast?  46
 

has been moved back into a former position?  47
 

has transport running under it?  48
 

has the biggest unplanned lean?  49
 

sits on top of the remains of trees?  50
 

was most recently completed?  51

was meant to lean?  52

READinG AnD usE oF EnGlisH  part 7  QUeSTiONS 43–52
You are going to read an article about diff erent buildings that share a common characteristic. 
For questions 43–52, choose from the buildings (a–D). 
The buildings may be chosen more than once.

THE LEANING TOWERS OF THE WORLD
Most buildings are built to stand up straight, but these look as if they might fall over!

the medieval steeple of Suurhusen
Until recently, the medieval steeple 
in Suurhusen, germany, could claim 
the title of tower that leaned the most – 
amongst towers which started to lean 
by accident. Built in 1450, the steeple, or 
church tower, sits on foundations that 
the connecting church once covered 
after part of the church was torn down 
to make room for it. The foundation at 

the time consisted of tree trunks preserved in water, making 
them stable for building purposes. However, the land was 
drained in the 1800s, and the wood began to rot, resulting 
in the tower becoming unstable. in 1975, offi  cials declared 
the tower a safety hazard and people were not allowed to 
enter until the foundations were stabilised again; a process 
that took ten years to complete. The lean of the steeple is 
measured at an angle of about fi ve degrees, a full degree 
more than the Leaning Tower of Pisa.

the Leaning tower of Pisa
The Leaning Tower of Pisa is the most 
well‑known leaning tower in the world. 
Construction on the tower began in 
1173, and over 177 years passed before 
it was considered complete. The tower 
began to tilt after just a couple of fl oors 
were built on its shallow foundation 
of only three metres. it was obvious 
from the start that the tower would 

lean, but construction stopped only because of ongoing 
confl icts between the republic of Pisa and neighbouring 
areas. Fortunately, the time that passed between building 
stages allowed the foundation of the building to settle 
into the ground, becoming more solid. Nonetheless, its tilt 
gradually increased in the centuries after its completion, and 
it was eventually closed to the public in 1990 after attempts 
to stabilise it failed. it was reopened in 2001 after engineers 
removed soil from underneath its raised side, causing 
the tower to return to its 1838 position.

Capital Gate of Abu Dhabi
The world’s furthest leaning tower was 
completed in 2011. The Capital gate 
tower in Abu dhabi was designed to 
lean at an incredible eighteen degrees. 
The foundation of the building is thirty 
metres deep, allowing for greater 
stability in the thirty‑fi ve‑storey 
tower. The building incorporates all 

the features of a twenty‑fi rst century skyscraper and was 
built to withstand the forces of nature, including high winds 
and earthquakes. The building stands next to the Abu dhabi 
National exhibition Centre and contains, among other things, 
a luxury hotel with wonderful views of the harbour. Also 
known as the leaning tower of Abu dhabi, the tower is one of 
the tallest structures in the city.

Big Ben of London
One of London’s most famous buildings, 
the clock tower of the Palace of 
Westminster – often referred to as Big 
Ben, after the bell inside – is leaning. 
engineers discovered the structure 
was leaning several years ago, 
although only very slightly. Now they 
say the tilt is accelerating, and it can 
be noticed by the average person 
on the street. The blame lies with 

the various engineering projects that have been carried 
out in the ground below it since the late 1800s. These 
projects, including a sewage system and an underground 
car park, have succeeded in weakening the structure’s 
foundation. in 1990, after the Jubilee underground line 
was completed underneath it, engineers carried out work 
in an eff ort to strengthen the tower. The tower, which 
has been continuously open since it was completed in 
1858, has nowhere near the tilt of the Tower of Pisa and is 
still completely safe to enter. in fact, it would take about 
4,000 years for Big Ben to reach the same position as italy’s 
famous leaning tower.

a c

B

D
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lisTEninG  part 1  QUeSTiONS 1–8
You will hear people talking in eight diff erent situations. For questions 1–8, choose the best answer (a, B or c).

lisTEninG  part 2  QUeSTiONS 9–18
You will hear a young sailor called Jasmine Schultz talking about sailing solo. 
For questions 9–18, complete the sentences with a word or short phrase.

1 You hear two teenagers talking about 
a misunderstanding.
How does the boy feel?
A worried
B angry
C foolish

2 You hear a mother and her son talking about 
a concert.
What seems to be the problem?
A ryan wants to go to the concert alone.
B ryan’s mother doesn’t want him to go to 

the concert.
C ryan wants to take his phone to the concert.

3 You hear two people talking. What do they decide 
to do?
A go to a pizza restaurant
B see a fi lm at the cinema
C get a dVd and watch it at home

4 You hear a man talking about his job to a class of 
students.
What does he do while he is talking?
A He explains to students what his job involves.
B He comments on the origins of his profession.
C He tells the students how he became an 

archaeologist.

5 You overhear a boy leaving a voicemail message.
What is it about?
A arranging who is going to call Samantha
B arranging who is going to do which part of 

the project
C arranging a meeting

6 You hear a sister and a brother arguing about 
household chores.
What does andrew want Jill to do?
A He wants Jill to do the washing‑up for a week.
B He wants Jill not to tell a secret to their mother.
C He wants Jill to do his share of the chores.

7 You overhear a boy talking on the phone.
What is he talking about?
A He owes his friend some money.
B He wants to borrow some money from his friend.
C He bought a new version of a computer game.

8 You hear a conversation between two friends in 
a shop.
What do they agree about?
A that teenagers like pale colours
B that dave’s room isn’t very light
C that the colour green is more suitable for girls

Jasmine schultz: sailing solo
Jasmine says that originally her  9   weren’t keen on her plans.

She started organising the journey  10   before she left.

She had to learn how to do  11   before she left.

if there was  12   , she had communication diffi  culties.

She found the experience of sailing very near  13   amazing.

Jasmine is going to miss the feeling of  14   at sea most of all.

On her journey, she covered a distance of  15   nautical miles.

She believes that being  16   leads to success.

Jasmine thinks that she is  17   than before she went on her journey.

Jasmine hopes that her  18   will end up being produced.
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lisTEninG  part 3  QUeSTiONS 19–23
You will hear fi ve people talking about memorable experiences they have had. 
For questions 19–23, choose from the list (a–H) what each speaker considers was an important lesson that they learned. 
Use the letters only once. 
There are three extra letters which you do not need to use.

lisTEninG  part 4  QUeSTiONS 24–30
You will hear a conversation between two people, Celia and Adam, who took part in an expedition to Mongolia, 
and a friend of theirs called Terry, who wants to know what it was like. 
For questions 24–30, choose the best answer (a, B or c).

A i could take care of myself.

B Actions have consequences.

C Money makes the world go round.

D dreams can come true.

E don’t try to take on too much at once.

F Too much freedom can cause trouble.

G determination can pay off .

H H don’t be afraid of new circumstances.

speaker 1 19

speaker 2 20

speaker 3 21

speaker 4 22

speaker 5 23

24 What did adam and celia enjoy while travelling on the train?
A the company of the people they met
B the views they saw from the window
C the luxury of travelling fi rst class

25 Why is Genghis Khan thought of as an important person?
A He conquered many countries.
B He fought many wars against europe.
C He created an enormous empire.

26 What does adam say about Gandan monastery?
A There is a very large statue there.
B it’s the only Buddhist monastery in the country.
C it’s very tall.

27 When is the best time to visit mongolia, according to celia?
A in the winter, although the conditions may be harsh.
B in the summer, although the weather may not be good.
C Any time except in the summer.

28 Why did adam and celia visit the singing dunes?
A to listen to the people who live there sing
B to hear funny stories about them
C to hear the strange sound they make

29 How is hunting in mongolia diff erent from other places in the world?
A Kazakhs use birds instead of dogs for hunting.
B Kazakhs only hunt birds.
C Kazakhs need to train their hunting animals.

30 Why is Karakorum important?
A There are many famous statues there.
B There are many ruins there.
C it was the place where genghis Khan started from.
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Chocolate Chip Cookies
There is a famous idiom of being “as American as apple pie” 
but that sweet treat was not actually invented in the States•. 
Americans can, however, take credit for inventing another 
type of sugary snack: the chocolate chip cookie. ruth graves 
Wakefi eld, a chef at a restaurant called the Toll House inn, fi rst 
baked this combination of cookie dough2 and small pieces of 
a semi‑sweet chocolate bar in the 1930s. 

Today, many American bakers are picky3 about their 
chocolate chips – it’s not just a piece of a chocolate bar but 
a particular shape with a pointed top, which can be harder to 
fi nd in shops outside the US. However, don’t let this stop you 
from trying to bake them yourself. google off ers millions of 
search results for “chocolate chip cookie recipe”.

cD
many us contributions to the modern world 
are connected to technology. listen to 
the Bridge cD and do the accompanying 

exercise to learn about some modern tech tools and 
apps that were born in the united states.

Many things that the United 
States is known for (such as guns, 
hamburgers and democracy) may 
be popular with Americans, but 
they weren’t invented in the US. 
On the other hand, lots of actual 
American inventions were inspired 
by diff erent countries and cultures.

Auburn Scallon (USA)

WHAT HAVE AMERICANSEVER DonE FoR us?

Vocabulary
1 indigenous  [ɪnˈdɪdʒənəs] – 

domorodý
2 dough  [dəʊ] – cesto
3 picky  [ˈpɪki] – vyberavý
4 to determine  [dɪ̍ tɜːmɪn] – určiť, 

stanoviť
5 to originate  [əˈrɪdʒɪneɪt] – 

vzniknúť
6 bunk bed  [bʌŋk] – poschodová 

posteľ
7 credit  [ˈkredɪt] – zásluha
8 debt  [det] – dlh
9 skyline  [ˈskaɪlaɪn] – panoráma

Glossary*
Declarati on of Independence – one of 

the fi rst documents that said the US was 
no longer governed by Great Britain

Surgeon General – the top health offi  cial in 
the US government 

graphic – very clear and powerful

Bre x Ame
neighbourhood (BrE) x neighborhood (AmE)
organiser (BrE) x organizer (AmE)

the American 
Dream
People from the US are known for 
being optimistic, and there’s a reason 
for that. “The American dream” is 
the idea that anyone can be successful 
through hard work. This idea has 
been a part of American life since 
the declaration of independence* 
was signed in 1776. The document 
begins by saying that “all men are 
created equal” and that they have 
the right to “life, liberty (= freedom), 
and the pursuit (= following) of 
happiness”.   

This is a nice goal on paper, but 
the US hasn’t been great at keeping this 
promise. indigenous1 Americans weren’t 
given the right to life when europeans 
arrived. African Americans weren’t 
given liberty from slavery until 1865. 
Women weren’t given equal rights 
until 1972. Same‑sex couples 
couldn’t pursue happiness 
through marriage until 2015. 
Still, even if we don’t do it 
perfectly, the idea that all 
people should be free to 
improve their lives is one 
of the most important 
ideals of American 
culture. 

B1–B2 ENGlISH-SPEAKING CouNTRIES cD track 26 tF lesson 
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the Ferris Wheel
Have you taken a ride on the London eye 
or the giant Wheel in Vienna? if so, you 
can thank an American for the experience. 
These large amusement park rides were 
invented by george Washington gale Ferris 
in the late 1800s. The Ferris wheel was 
introduced to the public at the Chicago 
World Fair in June of 1893.

We can also give some credit7 to France 
for the competitive spirit that created this 
invention. The organizers of the Chicago 
World Fair wanted to show off  something 
as great as the eiff el Tower at the French 
World Fair in 1889. Ferris spent $25,000 of 
his own money to make his idea a reality. 
The original wheel did not last long – Ferris 
had to sell it to pay off  his debts8, and it was 
destroyed two years later. On the bright 
side, his invention is now a popular part 
of skylines9 from Seattle to London to 
Singapore as well as amusement parks 
around the world. 

Jazz music
The US “melting pot•” of cultures is often 
given credit for creating jazz music. 
The rhythms of African cultures, which were 
brought to the South through a long history 
of slavery, later combined with the structures 
of european music to form the roots of jazz. 
This music is most often associated with 
the city of New Orleans around the early 
20th century. One of the most famous 
early jazz musicians, trumpet player Louis 
Armstrong, was born in New Orleans in 1901.

Jazz is probably best known for using 
improvisation. When the musicians play 
together, they read music or listen to each 
other, but when their instrument gets a solo, 
they are free to play whatever and however 
they feel. Around the 1920s and 1930s, 
jazz helped to inspire another popular 
trend: swing music. The swing dance style 
originated5 with another African‑American 
community in the US, this time in the North, 
and more specifi cally from the Harlem 
neighborhood of New York City.

Bunk Beds6

The iroquois tribes of indigenous Americans in the northeast 
were one of the earliest communities to sleep on two levels. Many 
extended families from the mother’s side (grandparents, parents, 
aunts, uncles, and children) slept in a single longhouse with beds 
along the walls. The top bunks were used either as shelves or places 
for children to sleep. 

Today, bunk beds can be found in lots of diff erent settings – 
hostels, summer camps and children’s bedrooms. We can give credit 
to some of the earliest Americans for the space‑saving idea.

Cigarette Warning Labels
Have you ever seen a disgusting picture or a warning of death and 
disease on a cigarette box? The United States was the fi rst country 
to try to scare smokers into healthier habits. in 1964, the fi rst 
cigarette box warnings politely said “Cigarette Smoking May Be 
Hazardous (= dangerous) to Your Health”. in 1969, the language was 
changed to “The Surgeon general* Has Determined4 That Cigarette 
Smoking is dangerous to Your Health”.

Around 45% of Americans smoked in the 1960s. That number fell 
to 15%–30% by the 1980s when the campaign got even more serious, 
adding specifi c diseases and eff ects on children and pregnant 
women to the labels. Other countries have gone even further 
with stronger warnings of death and graphic* pictures. 
Today, around 15% of the US population smoke. 

There are many short ways to speak 
about the United States of America. in 
conversation, “the us” or “the states” 
(informal) are the most common while 
“the usa” is OK, but can be less natural in 
some contexts. You can also say “america”, 
but many people in Central and South 
America dislike this because they also live on 
the continents of America. 

 

The United States is often called a melting 
pot (taviaci kotlík) of cultures because 
the people who live there come from all over 
the world, mixed together like ingredients 
inside a big pot of soup. 

CulTuRE p iNts
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Fixer

Not Quite
a love 
song
It’s pretty much Valentine’s day again – the holiday 
when we all start thinking about love whether we 
want to or not. i can’t say it’s my favourite holiday. 
Love is beautiful, of course, but it’s a lot more 
complicated than some cheesy* Celine dion song.

Thankfully, songwriters have been through every stage of romance, 
from the sweetest love to the most horrible breakup, so there’s 
a soundtrack for every mood. Here are some of our favourite songs for 
lovers, including those who aren’t really feeling in the Valentine spirit.

Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

Betting on the Unknown
Jason derulo (real name Jason Joel desrouleaux) is an American 
r&B singer, songwriter, dancer and actor with 11 platinum singles* 
to his name. He wrote and recorded the song “What if” for his 
fi rst album when he was just 19. in this 
song, Jason perfectly catches the feeling 
of love at fi rst sight and the crazy 
dreams about the future that we 
build when we’re madly in love.

If you are the one
Then us meeting here is fate…
I know that this might sound 
crazy
’Cause you don’t know my 
name

No one likes really cheesy 
songs (well, I don’t, anyway) 
and you can’t write about love 
at fi rst sight without being 
at least a bit cheesy. i love 
“What if” anyway because 
it’s so innocently optimistic: 
the singer knows these stories 
about the future are silly and 
unrealistic, but… well, what if 
they come true? And anyway, 
a bit of cheese is just right for 
Valentine’s day.

Love Is a Cup of tea
The english can’t help it. We have to love any song that explains 
love in terms of a cup of tea. “Cold Tea Blues” by Cowboy Junkies 
is not about love as a wild rush of feeling but about knowing 
someone deeply, knowing what they like and want and need. 

If I pour your cup, that is friendship
If I add your milk, that is manners…
But if I measure the sugar
To satisfy your expectant tongue
Then that is love

That’s the love and knowledge that 
comes with a longer relationship. it’s 
a beautiful idea – but the last line of 
the song adds a teaspoon of sadness: 

That is love
Sitting untouched and growing cold

Anthem for the Dumped 
Most of us will get dumped* at one time or another, and it hurts like 
hell – especially on Valentine’s day, which is another reason to not 
be a Valentine’s day fan. At such times it can be good to listen to 
the ultimate* post‑breakup song: “i Will Survive”. it’s a reminder 
that you don’t need anyone who would hurt you that way.  

I should have changed that stupid lock
I should have made you leave your key
If I’d known for just one second you’d be back to bother me

The original recording was 
released by American singer 
gloria gaynor as the B‑side of 
a single in 1978 and was not 
expected to be a hit, but radio 
dJs started playing the B‑side 
instead of the A‑side, and 
it connected with people 
everywhere. it’s been covered by 
dozens of artists, from Aretha 
Franklin to demi Lovato to (oh, 
god) Crazy Frog, and has been 
a top hit time and time again.

I’ve got all my life to live
And I’ve got all my love to give 
and I’ll survive
I will survive

Glossary*
cheesy – a mix of kitsch, clichéd, 

senti mental and fake
plati num single – a single that sold at 

least a million copies

to dump sb – to suddenly end 
a romanti c relati onship with 
someone

ulti mate – the best or most importantSitting untouched and growing cold
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These days we use our pocket 
supercomputers (which we still call 

“phones”) to fi nd the best routes. The maps we use 
are stored either on our phones or in massive data 
storage facilities owned by companies like google 
and Zoznam, and they update them all the time. We 
never fi nd that the map is completely diff erent from 
reality because of a new road system. Most maps even 
include temporary changes due to road repairs and 
accidents. Old map‑reading skills (like being able to 
turn the map in your head) have been lost. 

To know where we are, we get help from space. 
The global Positioning System (gPS) uses a network 
of 31 satellites. As long as you have “line of sight” to 
four or more gPS satellites, you can get an accurate 
location. (in 2000, gPS location was accurate to about 
5 metres; with the newest technology, it is accurate to 
less than 30 centimetres.) 

There are downsides (= disadvantages) to all 
this. We tend to rely on our phones and on satellite 
navigation almost completely. Many of us no longer 
carry paper maps at all, even in the car. When we 
lose the gPS signal (which happens quite easily as 
buildings and mountains can block the signals) or our 
phones run out of battery, we can easily end up lost. 

are We 
there Yet?
You might have used a paper map for a long cross‑country 
journey, trying to plan the main roads you need. And you 
know how to use online maps that plan your route for you and 
let you zoom in, and check for landmarks on satellite view. 
But how did people fi nd their way in the past?

in the prehistoric days when your parents were about 
your age, people never travelled without a paper map 

and usually carried several road atlases in the car. Map‑reading was 
an important skill. 

Journeys often had to be carefully planned in advance. in 
a car, people shared the responsibilities: the driver was the driver, 
the front‑seat passenger was the navigator. it was usual to see 
cars driving v‑e‑r‑y s‑l‑o‑w‑l‑y as the driver tried to read the street 
names, looking for the right turning. Think of that in a foreign 
country: “OK, everyone, look out for – um – Messa‑ 
Messerni‑ Messe‑something‑strasse…” Many 
family trips got quite horrible as everyone got 
into fi ghts over whose fault it was that they 
were lost!

it was worse for drivers who had nobody to 
navigate. Some people would plan the whole 
route, writing down every turning, every street 
name, and just hope there were no one‑way 
roads or roadworks to mess up the plan. 

The late 1980s and early 1990s were probably 
the worst time of all, especially in central and 
eastern europe. The end of Communism was 
followed by a lot of changes. These included new 
roads, new developments in cities and new suburbs. 
Many landmarks and streets were renamed: 
Bratislava’s Lenigradská became Laurinská, for 
example. road atlases quickly went out of date. 

noW

Travellers in uK cities 

used the A-Z Road Atlases. 

The london one was more 

than 400 pages long.

Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

THEn

GEttiNG arOuND
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From Scratches  
to Spray Cans
The word “graffiti” comes from the italian 
word “graffiato” which means “scratched”. 
graffiti scratched onto walls has been 
found in ancient roman, greek and egyptian 
cities – often just names or messages about 
love or politics. One of the first recorded 
examples of graffiti was giving directions 
to a nearby brothel2! However, it was not 
until the birth of hip‑hop that a real counter‑
culture grew up around graffiti, using 
the aerosol spray can.

MCing, DJing, B-Boying 
and Writing
When hip‑hop emerged in New York in 
the late 1970s, it was made up of four main 
elements: rapping (MCing), turntablism 
(dJing), breakdancing (B‑Boying) and writing 
(graffiti). Like the lyrics, music and dance of 
hiphop, writing was a type of competition – 
a way to show how you are different and 
better than other artists. From simple 
tags, the graffiti grew to be bigger, more 
colourful and more elaborate3 as different 
crews (= groups) fought for dominance of 
the streets. And it wasn’t just on the walls. 
graffiti‑covered subway trains became an 
iconic image of the time.

Local government adopted a zero‑tolerance 
policy – any writers who were caught were 
treated as criminals. This meant that all 
writers were united by 
a common enemy, and 
graffiti moved from being 
just a part of hip‑hop to 
being a culture of its own. 

The Language of Graffiti
Like many counter‑cultures, graffiti writers 
invented their own terminology. The names 
of writers or crews spray‑painted on public 
property became known as “tags”. A “throw 
up” or “throwie” was a more detailed tag. 
The act of spraying many tags or throw 
ups across a wide area became known as 
“bombing”. Large, complex paintings with 
many colours and effects that took a long 
time to do were called “pieces” (short for 

B1–B2 SERIES: CouNTER-CulTuRES tF activities

BoMBinG 
The CiTy

GRAFFiTi As CounTER‑CulTuRE 
They are a community that only come out at night. You don’t know their faces or 

their real names, but you have probably seen their work on the walls. They are 
hunted by the police and often hated by parts of society, but that doesn’t stop them 
from making their mark1. Whether you call them artists or vandals, graffiti writers 

are everywhere, and have been for a long time.

Any writers 
who were caught 
were treated as 

criminals.
Works of famous 

English street 
artist Banksy often 

comment on politics 
and social issues.
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“masterpieces”). They earned more respect 
if they were in a difficult to reach place. 

not Just from a Can
Although the spray can remains king, writers 
have developed many other techniques. 
stencils4 have become a popular way of 
making graffiti that is quick and easy. Many 
graffiti artists feel that this is cheating, 
however, as it requires less talent and skill 
than traditional methods. even so, artists 

like Banksy have popularised it greatly. 
Stickers and posters are also used to make 
street art. And these days some artists are 
rejecting the toxic chemicals used in spray 
paint and prefer greener alternatives like 
moss5 that can be attached to walls to grow 
into a living work of art.

into the Mainstream
it didn’t take long for graffiti to enter 
galleries. Some writers see this as a natural 
step in graffiti being accepted as an art 
form and a way for talented graffiti writers 
to make some money. For many within 
the culture, though, this form of graffiti 
doesn’t count. They argue that the illegal 
nature of graffiti is part of what gives it value. 

graffiti is certainly big business today. 
Large companies like Mcdonald’s, MTV 
and Coca‑Cola have all used it to promote 
their products. At the same time, graffiti 
is increasingly recognised as legitimate 
art, and many cities provide special walls 
or areas where graffiti writers can create 
pieces legally. Areas like Hosier Lane in 

Vocabulary
1 to make one’s mark – dať o sebe vedieť, 

presláviť sa
2 brothel [ˈbrɒθl] – nevestinec
3 elaborate [ɪ̍ læbərət] – prepracovaný
4 stencil [ˈstensl] – šablóna
5 moss [mɒs] – mach
6 running – nepretržitý

Read
Subway Art by Henry Chalfant and Martha 
Cooper (about the New York City graffiti 
movement in the 1970s and 1980s)

Wall and Piece by Banksy (the best of 
Banksy’s work)

Watch
Exit Through the Gift Shop (a film by Banksy 
about writers in America)

Style Wars (a documentary about early 1980s 
hip‑hop culture with an emphasis on graffiti)

Bomb the World (an online graffiti simulation 
game created by graffiti artist Klark Kent)

visit
woostercollective.com

streetsaresayingthings.com

(websites with graffiti from around the world)

in a Bomber’s 
own Words…
to most of us, a lot of graffiti is just 
vandalism. But what does it mean to 
the taggers and bombers themselves?

“it’s about recognition, street fame. Some 
do it out of a need to destroy and bring 
chaos as their response to stress and 
hardship. Others do it for the game and 
the recognition it’ll bring them. Others 
do it for the art aspect. everyone has their 
reasons, but it’s always about getting 
noticed. Tags don’t get you up (= add to your 
street fame) much, though – go big (= create 
something great) or go home.” (AZONer)

“i enjoy seeing graffiti in the streets, so 
for me it just seems right to hit up spots 
(= paint graffiti somewhere) for others to 
look at. it’s not about vandalizing stuff. 
it’s about doing art and having a lot of fun. 
Being recognized.” (ASer)

“it’s about getting your name up there, 
getting people to speak about you. The more 
difficult a place your throw up or tag is, 
the more respect you will get. Yes, of course, 
it’s vandalism and these crappy (= very bad) 
tags and bad throw ups, mine included, can 
make the area look worse. But we don’t 
care about it. We just want the name up 
everywhere as much as possible.” (VOiS)

Melbourne and the John Lennon wall in 
Prague have become tourist attractions.

despite their real identities remaining 
unknown, artists like Banksy, david Choe 
and eduardo Kobra have become art 
superstars, with their best known pieces 
selling for millions of dollars. However, 
for every Banksy there are thousands of 
unknown writers, throwing their tags up 
on walls and fighting a running6 battle with 
the authorities trying to stop them. Love 
them or hate them, graffiti writers are never 
going to disappear.
Liam Peach (UK)

  @
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What is your everyday life like? Is it 
all about science or do you also have 
different interests?
My days are very normal, since i am still 
a student – they start with school and 
when i get back home, i go for a walk 
with my dog. Then i study for school and 

prepare myself for university entrance 
exams3. if i have time, i go swimming or 
running, sometimes i go to the gym. in 
the autumn, we are usually preparing 
for the national round of competitions, 
such as the AMAVeT Festival of Science 
and Technology, and we work on our 

research in laboratories and prepare our 
presentations. if it goes well, in the winter 
we usually spend most of our time 
preparing for international competitions 
and fair4. Before the competitions we work 
especially hard, because we have to put 
our whole project together, which includes 
not only our research paper (výskumná 
práca), but also a poster, the presentation 
and the defense.

What was your inspiration when you 
started presenting your projects about 
environmental problems to specialists?
it came from different places. There were 
students at our school who cared about 
these topics before us and we also heard 
many stories about such projects from our 
schoolmates. The idea of creating our own 
bio repellent came when we were talking to 

it’s all about 
patience and passion 

a talk With a promising1 slovak scientist 
Inventive people and the results of their work is the best proof that investment 
in education always pays back. An amazing opportunity for students is 
offered every year by the Association for Youth, Science and Technology 
(AMAVET), which invites young people to take part in competitions with 
their own projects. Thanks to it, Samuel Smoter, a nineteen‑year‑old student 
at Gymnázium Sv. Mikuláša in Prešov, can already be proud of himself with 
international success. In a team with his schoolmate Miriam Feretová they 
specialize in current environmental problems and they search for solutions 
that can change our planet into a better place for life. The recognition2 of 
their inspirational work shows that our students’ good ideas can reach out to 
the world. About this and much more we talked to Samuel Smoter.

B1–B2 INTERVIEW
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Scouts and they mentioned that synthetic 
repellents are losing their effectiveness.

What was your first project?
Our pilot project, five years ago, was 
the analysis of the quality of water in 
Šebastovka, a small stream that runs 
through my neighbourhood. Based on our 
bioindicator, in this case diatoms4 (a type 
of bifurcated algae5) and our analysis of 
the level of metal i estimated6 the quality of 
water in several places. i continued with this 
project for the following year and i designed 
my own filter with a zeolite base, able to 
absorb heavy metals from the water. 

Which countries did you visit with your 
projects?
Thanks to our projects we visited Houston in 
Texas, Los Angeles in California, Hangzhou 
in China, Luxembourg, and Pittsburgh in 
Pennsylvania. This summer we are going 

A bioindicator is any species used in order 
to estimate the quality of a particular 
environment. 

Zeolite is a type of mineral with a particular 
structure. if it heats quickly, zeolite produces 
vapour that comes from the water that 
the mineral had absorbed.

peeK material (Polyether ether ketone) is an 
organic plastic with a wide range of uses in 
industry, medicine and even sport. in chemistry, 
plastic is seen as organic if it contains carbon.

sCiEnCE p iNts

What Is AmAVet?
AMAVeT (Asociácia pre mládež, vedu 
a techniku) has been operating in Slovakia 
since 2011 as a civic association (občianske 
združenie) that supports young scientists. 
it helps realise the ideas of students under 
20 and helps them make the most of their 
free time. every year, students present their 
projects in several categories, in the form 
of posters to specialists who analyze and 
evaluate9 them and help the students find 
solutions for their weak spots.

About intel isEF
Since 2006, AMAVeT has participated in 
intel iSeF in the USA, which is the oldest 
and the most important fair for high school 
scientific projects in the world. The festival 
is international and countries like Mexico, 
Belgium, russia and the Czech republic 
participate as well. Students present their 
projects in the following categories: biology, 
chemistry, mathematics, informatics 
and computer engineering, electronics 
and mechanics, energy and transport, 
geoscience, environmental sciences, 
medicine and healthcare, physics and 
astronomy, and social studies.

to Abu dhabi in the emirates. The biggest 
competition is in the United States because 
it is there where the “student projects 
market” is the strongest.

What themes did you choose for 
your projects?
We did a project on estimating the quality 
of water with our zeolite filter, or a bio 
repellent against ticks7. We also tested 
PeeK biomaterials and the use of 3d PeeK 
substitutions, and it was very interesting. 
Thanks to the first two i learned how to 
elaborate8 such project and how to present 
it, the third one made us travel the world 
and the last two are the closest to what we 
want to study, and that is medicine.

Which one of your awards and 
recognitions do you consider the most 
important?
We participated in intel iSeF 2017 Los 
Angeles, which is the biggest competition 
for young scientists in the world, and we 
came second. Part of the award was naming 
two asteroids after us.

What themes would you like to work on 
and explore more in the future? Does it 
have to be about the environment?
i want to study medicine at university and 
then i would like to continue in research, 
but specialising in medicine. i am applying 
to join the medical faculty at  Comenius 
University in Bratislava.

Is there something you would like to 
share with other future scientists?
Life consists of many changes and there is 
no reason to be afraid of new things, a lot 
of them work on a principle of trial and 
error (princíp pokus-omyl), that is what 
science is about. The old saying “never 
try – never know” works also in science. 
Apart from my scientific knowledge, our 
projects have taught me a lot about other 
parts of life – how to apply for a grant, 
how the grant system works, what parts 
of the project i need to put emphasis on, 
how to communicate with people, present 
the project and much more. it might seem 
too complicated at times, because you have 
to dedicate to it a lot of your time, stay 
overnight very often and spend whole days 
in the laboratory. But at the end you find out 
it was all worth it.

Thank you for your time, Samuel, and we 
wish you all the best in your scientific 
career.

René Beláček (SK)
Liam Peach (UK)

Life consists of many 
changes and there 
is no reason to be 

afraid of new things.

Proud scientists – Miriam Feretová 
and Samuel Smoter

Vocabulary
1 promising [ˈprɒm ɪ sɪŋ] – sľubný
2 recognition [ˌrek əɡˈnɪʃ ən] – uznanie
3 entrance exam [ˈen trəns ɪɡˌzæm] – vstupný test

4 fair [feər] – trh, veľtrh
5 diatom [ˌdaɪ əˈtɒm] – rozsievka, druh hnedej riasy
6 bifurcated algae [ˈbaɪ fə keɪted ˈæl ɡiː] – 

rôznobičíkaté riasy

7 to estimate [tʊ ˈes tɪ meɪt] – odhadnúť
8 tick [tɪk] – kliešť
9 to elaborate [tʊ iˈlæb ər ət] – vypracovať

10 to evaluate [tʊ ɪ̍ væl ju eɪt] – ohodnotiť
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I 
am riding in the back of a truck on my 
way to view some of the oldest ruins 
in the area. Sitting across from me is 
an old Berber woman, a descendant1 

of the fi rst people to live in what is now 
Tunisia. She is wearing traditional clothing 
and i have never seen anyone like her, so i am 
slowly checking her out (= examining closely), 
starting at her sandaled feet. A seemingly 
endless desert surrounds us: miles of sand 
and small green plants, with the occasional 
palm trees, stretch for as far as i can see. it 
is a strange and beautiful place, but i can’t 
imagine that anyone could ever call this 
alien landscape home.

A Meeting of the African, 
Arabic and European
Tunisia is at the northernmost point on 
the African continent, and is bordered by 

Beauty 
in the Desert

traVEl iN tuNisia
Algeria, Libya and the Mediterranean Sea. 
The culture of Tunisia is mixed because of 
a long history of outside infl uence; it has 
been touched by various other cultures. 
Arabic is the offi  cial language but as Tunisia 
is a former French colony, French is also 
spoken as a second language by nearly 
everyone in the country. Some also speak 
the languages of the Berbers, like the old 
woman sharing my ride.

Calls to Prayer
Tunisians have religious freedom but islam is 
the offi  cial state religion and calls to prayer 
are regular parts of the day. A keening2 
voice rings out from loudspeakers, and it is 
surprising to see people stop what they are 
doing and pull out small rugs. These rugs are 
used to kneel3 on during the prayers, but as 
soon as the prayers are fi nished, they are 

rolled up and people just continue on their 
way as if nothing had happened. 

Exploring the Markets
To get around you can rent a bike, take a cab 
or ride one of the camels parked like cars 
outside the hotel, but be careful, as they will 
spit4 at you if they are feeling aggressive. 
Being able to speak French is an advantage, 
as you get to see things a regular tourist 

According to the Talmud, Bible and Qur’an, 
King solomon (Sulayman in Arabic) ruled 
israel in the 10th century BC. He was the son of 
King david and was wise, powerful and very, 
very rich. 

CulTuRE p iNt
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djellabas – long, loose-fi tting7 unisex outer 
robes with full sleeves. The shop owners 
are friendly, love to bargain8 and off er 
cups of strong sweet black tea. This tea is 
everywhere and is strangely refreshing in 
the hot desert sun. 

Tunisian Cuisine
The cuisine of Tunisia, like the food in all 
countries near the Mediterranean, uses a lot 
of olive oil, tomatoes, seafood and meat, 
and it is known for being spicy. My favorite 
is tagine, a dish which is named after 
the earthenware9 pot in which it is made. 
it is a slow‑cooked savory stew10, usually 
served with bread or couscous11.

Life below the Desert
The blue Mediterranean Sea to the north 
of the country helps with the hot, dry 
summers, but the southern part of 
the country is part of the Sahara. despite 
the heat, most people keep their arms 
covered and people stay cool in their homes. 

Above‑ground buildings are bright white 
and decorated in colorful tiles, and they stand 
alone or in small groups. But some people still 
live in the traditional Berber desert villages. 
Here, each home is created by digging a large 
pit in the ground as a sort of courtyard12, 
then making small artifi cial caves to be used 
as rooms – which is why they are often called 
“troglodyte houses” (a troglodyte is a person 
who lives in a cave). They are decorated with 
painted ceilings and they stay cool in the hot 
sun, so that entering one feels like stepping 
into an air‑conditioned room. 

The Exotic American
Some of the ruins of older above‑ground 
structures are said to be from the time of King 
Solomon•, and these are the ones we are on 
our way to see as we ride through the endless 
desert. As the truck continues on its way, i am 
still checking out the old woman, letting my 
eyes wander slowly over her full colorful skirts 
and head covering. When i fi nally focus on her 
face our eyes meet. We both gasp13, blush14 
and laugh – because she has been checking 
me out in exactly the same way.
Lennie Bellew (USA)

might miss, like the souk, which is a small 
farmers’ market for locals hidden behind 
the tourist kiosks that sell toy camels and 
scarves. The souk mainly sells food items 
and you can buy a chicken at one stall, have 
it killed at the next, then plucked5 at another 
and cleaned at yet another with a small 
charge for each step. 

Away from the souk, many shops are 
like labyrinths which go deep into buildings 
and are fi lled fl oor to ceiling with brightly 
colored clay6 dishes and a rainbow of 
various traditional North African clothes like 

Vocabulary
1 descendant  [dɪ̍ sendənt] – potomok
2 keening  [ˈkiːnɪŋ] – prenikavý
3 to kneel  [niːl] – kľaknúť si
4 to spit  [spɪt] – pľuť, pľuvať
5 to pluck  [plʌk] – ošklbať
6 clay  [kleɪ] – hlinený
7 loose-fi tti  ng  [ˌluːs ˈfɪtɪŋ] – voľný
8 to bargain  [ˈbɑːɡən] – vyjednávať
9 earthenware  [ˈɜːθnweə(r)] – kameninový

10 stew  [stjuː] – dusená zmes mäsa so zeleninou
11 couscous  [ˈkʊskʊs] – kuskus (sparené guličky 

z krupice)
12 courtyard  [ˈkɔːtjɑːd] – dvor, nádvorie
13 to gasp  [ɡɑːsp] – zalapať po dychu
14 to blush  [blʌʃ] – začervenať sa

tunisia in Film
Tunisia was used as the fi lming location for 
the desert planet of Tatooine in the Star 
Wars movies, and the name itself is based 
on the Tunisian city of Tataouine. Star 
Wars also gives you a chance to see a real 
troglodyte house, as one was used as Luke 
Skywalker’s childhood home. You can 
even go and stay there (a night in one of 
the original cave rooms at Hotel Sidi driss, 
the troglodyte house in the movies, costs 
about $5), visit some fi lming locations and 
see parts of the original desert movie sets. 

Tagine

Berber woman
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What Is K‑pop?
South Korean K‑pop isn’t a genre but 
a music industry. entertainment companies 
like BigHit, JYP, SM and Yg entertainment 
are all continually producing countless new 
K‑pop groups and soloists – and in Korea, 
music lovers stan* the companies.

Many companies buy songs from western 
producers and don’t care about the genres 
at all, though a lot of the music sounds like 
what we would describe as pop or edM*. 
rather than focusing on genre, though, they 
do “concepts” such as cute, sexy, or hip‑hop. 

in the western pop scene, pop stars have 
backup dancers – the stars themselves 
don’t dance, or at least they do not perform 
the whole show. For K‑pop it’s a must. 
The stars, called “idols”, must perform very 
demanding dance routines at the same time 
as singing. 

Another diff erence is that K‑pop puts 
a lot of importance on fan culture, with 
tons of concerts and performances, fan 
communities, and “real” meet‑and‑greets. 
K‑pop idols are very close to their fans. 

K‑pop gets a bad name because 
the production companies often care more 
about looks than talent. Many of these idols 
can’t even sing well. But, as in pop music 
everywhere, there are many talented artists 
in the mix as well.

The Light of the Youth
in South Korea, their name is 방탄소년단 
(Bangtan Sonyeondan, literally “Bulletproof 
Boy Scouts”). everywhere else they are BTS, 
which stands for “Beyond The Scene”. Unlike 
most K‑pop bands, they compose, produce 
and write their own music. in fact, Koreans 
say that they don’t do K‑pop, but “Han 
music” (true Korean music).

They are seven very talented young 
men who work hard every day and deserve 
the hype* they’re gaining. They practice 
dancing for 5–12 hours a day. They upload 
their dance practice videos to their YouTube 
channel, BangtanTV.

Artistry 
BTS songs and videos – and recently even 
short movies and stories – all fi t together 
in a fi ctional “universe”. BTS fans, known 
as ArMYs, are trying to fi gure out the real 
storyline by following the clues in their music 
videos. These often lead into unexpected 
places, such as historical paintings, old myths 
and books for example, by Hermann Hesse 
(in the song “Blood Sweat & Tears”).

The main characters in the storyline are 
the boys themselves. They all want to stay 
young and to be together forever, but it 
seems they have done something wrong and 
they need to repair the damage in the world. 
Jin, the oldest band member, is mainly 
shown with a camera, watching and fi lming 
the rest of the boys. ArMYs think that he 
travels through time or across dimensions*, 
trying to save the boys by intervening* in 
history, but he ends up failing every time – if 
he fi xes one problem, he creates another 
one in a diff erent dimension. 

Not Just the Music  
ever since their debut in 2013, BTS have been 
focused on providing messages of comfort 
for young people. Their lyrics are meaningful, 
talking about people’s lives and struggles, 
about fi ghting your fears, staying strong and 
never giving up. Their message is that you 
must love yourself fi rst, as only then can 
you spread and get love: their motto is “Love 
yourself, love myself, peace.” They have even 
been invited to speak at the UN*.
Melisa Colakoglu (CZ/TR)
Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)  

Glossary*
stan (noun and verb) – (internet slang) (to be) 

a very dedicated fan (from an Eminem song, 
“Stan”, about an obsessive fan)

EDM – electronic dance music
hype – when something is adverti sed in 

the media a lot in order to att ract everyone’s 
interest

to break out – to achieve success
to intervene – to get involved in a situati on in 

order to improve it
UN – the United Nati ons (OSN)

Since the 1990s, K‑pop has been 
spreading across much of Southeast 
Asia in the so‑called Korean wave – 
and now the Korean wave is breaking 
over Europe and America. 

B1–B2 MuSIC tF activities

tHE WOrlD’s
BIGGEST 

BOY BaND

are Bts 

the New 

Beatles?

The band has seven members: RM, Jin, Suga, 
J-Hope, Jimin, V and Jungkook.



Bridge – maturita special 2019 47

MIND BENDERS
Megan LeBoeuf (USA)

“How beauteous* mankind is! 
O, ___________ new world that has 
such people in’t*!” 
(the tempest)

auburn 

scallon
(USA)

This phrase comes from Shakespeare’s play 
The Tempest. Prospero’s daughter Miranda 
has spent most of her life with just her father, 
the monster Caliban and the spirit Ariel. in this 
scene, she fi nally sees other men for the fi rst 
time and is surprised by how she feels. 
*beauteous – beauti ful
*in’t – in it

Complete the Quote
Which adjective does Shakespeare use to 
create this now commonly used phrase?

a brave

B strange

c huge

The Meaning of the Phrase
1 The adjective in this expression has 

a diff erent meaning today than it had in 
Shakespeare’s time. What does Miranda 
use the word to mean?

a wonderful and exciting
B frightening and shocking
c strange and uncomfortable

2 The author Aldous Huxley used 
the phrase as the ironic title of his 
famous _______ novel.  

a historical
B science fi ction 
c romantic 

3 Here are two modern examples of 
the phrase in everyday use. Which one 
is most similar to the way Miranda uses 
it, and which one is most like the way 
Huxley uses it?  

a The internet has created a _________ 
new world for shoppers.

B No one is responsible for anything in 
our _________ new world.

Collocations in a Modern Context
Certain words are said together so often 
in english that they become natural 
phrases. Find the correct words to complete 
the english collocations in the sentences 
below. Then discuss the questions with 
a partner.

4 Lots of public speakers tell jokes to 
__________ the ice. do you know any 
jokes in english? 

5 i am sick and ___________ of this 
weather. How about you?

6 Would you rather __________ a trip to 
the US or the UK? Why?

7 i have a terrible __________ of direction 
so i get lost all the time. do you prefer 
using paper maps or a smartphone to 
navigate an unknown area?

Solutions on the CD, in TF and next month 
on the Bridge websites

B1–B2 PuZZlES cD track 27

1 in February many people celebrate __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ ’ __ day. (38)

2 African rhythms combined with european music to create __ __ __ __ . (36–37)

3 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ lost his __ __ __ __ __ __ __ to his brother Antonio in 

The Tempest. (49)

4 The 1978 B‑side song “__   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __” was more popular than 

expected. (38)

5 The chocolate chip cookie was fi rst baked by someone named __ __ __ __ . (36–37)

6 American cigarette labels started warning about danger to __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __    __ __ __ __ __ in the 1980s. (36–37)

7 Berber homes have artifi cial __ __ __ __ rooms to stay cool in the heat. (44–45)

8 The fi rst king of both __ __ __ __ __ __ __ and __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ was named 

James. (49)

9 in the US, chocolate chip cookies are made from cookie __ __ __ __ __ and chocolate 

__ __ __ __ __ . (36–37)

10 The fi rst people to use bunk beds were the __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ . (36–37)

11 Magician edward __ __ __ __ __ __ spent some time in Bohemia. (48)

12 A man with the long name of __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   

__ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ spent $25,000 to build something in 1889. (36–37)

13 The __ __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ have a love song about tea. (38)

14 Both men and women wear __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ , which are robes with sleeves. 

(44–45)

15 The people from the area now called __ __ __ __ __ __ __ are the Berbers. (44–45)

16 Jason derulo’s real name is __ __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ . (38)

17 Oliver Cromwell closed all the __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ in england. (49)

18 __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ married King Francis ii when she was only 15. (48)

19 __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ don’t often see the __ __ __ __ , a farmer’s market for locals in 

Tunisia. (44–45)

 20 __ __ __ __ __ fi nally got equal rights in the US in 1972. (36–37)

the shocking secret 
to passing any Exam!
Have you ever had the feeling that there must be a secret to doing well on 

exams? Well you’re right, and every teacher knows it! And in this special edition 
of Mind Benders, we are here to expose the shocking secret way to pass any 

exam. in fact, it’s so simple that if you can solve this puzzle, you can do it. 
everything you need to fi nd the solution is in this issue of Bridge. good luck!

Once you have completed the puzzle, read the highlighted 
letters from left to right, but start from the bottom 
(number 20), to learn the secret. good luck!
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Mary Stuart (1542–1587) became queen of 
Scotland after her father died when she 
was only six days old, though at the age 
of fi ve she was sent to live in France 
and the country had temporary rulers 
throughout her childhood. At the age of 15, 
she married King Francis ii of France, and 
when he died a year later, she returned to 
Scotland to take her place as Queen. Not 
everyone was happy about her return: 
Scotland had by then become Protestant 

and it was feared that Mary, a Catholic, 
might try to restore power to the Catholics.

Mary had also tried to claim the throne 
of england on the grounds* that she was 
related to King Henry Viii and his daughter 
elizabeth was illegitimate. She failed, but 
Catholics in england always felt Mary should 
be queen. So, on Mary’s return, the rivalry 
between Queen elizabeth i and Mary Queen 
of Scots began. 

in 1565, Mary married her cousin, Lord 
darnley. This strengthened Mary’s claim to 
the english throne, but it was an unhappy 
marriage that came to a bloody end. Mary 
and her secretary david rizzio became 
lovers, and the jealous darnley arranged for 

B2 FIlM / HISToRY tF activities

rizzio to be murdered in front of Mary, who 
was then six months pregnant (the child, 
James, was later to become the fi rst king 
of both england and Scotland). darnley’s 
house was blown up the next year, and his 
body was found in the garden. He had been 
smothered*. The main suspect in the crime, 
the earl of Bothwell, was also a close friend 
of Mary’s, and she unwisely married him 
three months later. The people of Scotland 
were outraged* and she was removed from 
the throne.

Mary escaped to england and asked her 
cousin elizabeth for help. However, fearing 
Mary would get support from Catholics and 
take the english crown, elizabeth instead 
kept her prisoner for the next 18 years. in 
1586, letters to Mary were found describing 
a plot to kill elizabeth. Mary was found 
guilty of treason* and was beheaded* on 
February 8th 1587. Afterwards, elizabeth 
always claimed that she didn’t know the paper 
she was signing was for Mary’s execution.
Dolores Connolly (IR)

Queen of 
Blood ?

MARY QuEEn 
oF sCoTs

The fi lm does change history a little bit. Mary 
and Elizabeth never met in real life (though they 
corresponded by letter for 25 years), but they meet 
once in the fi lm. Saoirse Ronan also plays Mary 
with a Scottish accent, but apparently she really 
spoke with a French accent. 

Glossary*
on the grounds – for the reason
to smother – to kill sb by covering their mouth 

and nose
outraged – very angry
treason – the crime of showing no loyalty to your 

country
to behead – to cut off  someone’s head

Mary is played by irish 
actress Saoirse ronan. ronan 
was born in New York City 
to irish parents who moved 
back to ireland when she was 
three. She made her debut 
on irish TV when she was 
nine. Although she’s just 
24, she’s already been 
nominated for an Oscar 
three times. She is gifted 
at accents: in real life she 
has a broad irish accent 
which she says she has 
never used in a fi lm. 

elizabeth i is played by 28‑year‑old 
Australian actress Margot robbie. 
robbie was raised by her single 
mother on a farm in Australia. 
She acted on Australian TV before 
moving to Hollywood in 2011. in 

2017 she was nominated 
for an Oscar for her role 
as the fi gure skater Tonya 
Harding in I, Tonya. For her 
role as elizabeth she had to 
spend three hours a day in 
hair and make‑up, and even 
the cast were shocked when 
they saw the change. 

Australian actress Margot robbie. 

moving to Hollywood in 2011. in 
2017 she was nominated 
for an Oscar for her role 
as the fi gure skater Tonya 

spend three hours a day in 

the cast were shocked when 
they saw the change. 

Mary and Elizabeth on the Big Screen

in February, a new film about 
British history hits slovak 

cinemas. it tells the story of 
mary Queen of scots and her 

lifelong rivalry with her cousin 
Queen elizabeth i 

of england. 
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The Tempest was Shakespeare’s last 
play (or at least the last one he wrote 
alone: three more plays were published 
under his name, but they were probably 
mostly written by other people). it was fi rst 
performed in 1611 for King James Vi and i• 
and then was performed during the winter 
of 1612–13.

Less than 30 years later, civil war broke 
out in england. The king (James’ son, 
Charles i) was executed1, and the republican 
ruler Oliver Cromwell closed all theatres. 
even after the monarchy was restored 
in 1660 and theatres were reopened, 
The Tempest was only performed in 
adaptations by other writers. Shakespeare’s 
original was not probably performed again 
until the 19th century.

A Hero or an Antihero?
The hero of the story, Prospero, had once 
been duke of Milan, but his dukedom2 was 
stolen by his brother Antonio. Prospero 
escaped with only his baby daughter and 
a collection of books about magic. The play 
takes place 15 years later when Prospero, 
now a mighty magician with two magical 
servants, is living with his daughter Miranda 
on a lonely island.

Shakespeare makes sure that audiences 
know Prospero is the hero. At the end he 
forgives all those who have tried to hurt 

him, frees his magical servant Ariel, and 
fi nally says that he will no longer do magic. 
At the same time, though, he is manipulative 
and even cruel at times (especially to 
Caliban, a monster he keeps as a slave). in 
many ways, he is more like a Shakespearian 
antihero like Lady Macbeth. it is especially 
interesting that Shakespeare chose to make 
him a magician.

Magic in Shakespeare’s Day
To understand the signifi cance3 of this, you 
need to fi rst realise that magic was believed 
to be a real thing at the time. elizabeth i even 
had famous magicians as advisors, such as 
John dee and edward Kelley, both of whom 
lived in Bohemia for a time.  

The england of King James was much 
more hostile4 to magic but was just as 
certain it was real. King James himself wrote 
a book about witchcraft5. While John dee 
was in Bohemia, his home was attacked, and 
his books of magic were destroyed (on his 

great Britain did not yet exist, but both 
england and Scotland had the same king. 
He was King James Vi of Scotland and King 
James i of england, and so is known as King 
James Vi and i.

CulTuRE p iNt

shakespeare’s 
last play
tHE tEMpEst

In The Tempest, 
Shakespeare 

gives us a human 
magician as 

the hero.

return to england, dee himself only escaped 
execution by claiming that his magic came 
from angels). 

The Fears of a King
Several of Shakespeare’s plays feature magic, 
but such powers belong to witches and 
fairies. in The Tempest, though, Shakespeare 
gives us a human magician as the hero. He 
is careful to stress that Prospero’s magic is 
noble6, not evil. The witches in Macbeth, for 
example, get their magic from deals with evil 
spirits, while Prospero mastered his magic 
through careful study. 

Nevertheless, he is a human magician 
who masters both a magical spirit (Ariel) 
and a magical monster (Caliban). On top of 
this, he manipulates powerful men through 
magical means and even controls the fates7 
of a king and his son. To King James, who was 
fascinated by magic but also paranoid that 
he was under attack from witches, this must 
have been an exciting but frightening idea. 
Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

Vocabulary
1 to execute  [ˈeksɪkjuːt] – popraviť
2 dukedom  [ˈdjuːkdəm] – vojvodstvo 

(duke = vojvoda)
3 signifi cance  [sɪɡˈnɪfɪkəns] – význam
4 hosti le  [ˈhɒstaɪl] – nepriateľský
5 witchcraft   [ˈwɪtʃkrɑːft ] – bosoráctvo, 

čarodejníctvo
6 noble  [ˈnəʊbl] – vznešený
7 fate  [feɪt] – osud
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G  rightful – oprávnený, zákonný; traitor – zradca; wee – moč; to worship – zbožňovať; sire – oslovenie kráľa



flea – a small insect that feeds on the blood of animals

obedience school – an institution that trains dogs how to behave; to domesticate – to bring animals under human control; feral – living in the wild

to (stop and) smell the roses – to relax, to enjoy the beauty of life


