
Published by
BRIDGE PUBLISHING HOUSE
www.bridge-online.cz
www.bridgebooks.cz

Magazine for English-language students 
B1–B2 level
04 December 2017 Volume 21 

CZK 22 (31 copies or more)
CZK 25 (11–30 copies)
CZK 30 (1–10 copies)

MonThlY 
TheMe
unexpected

V souladu s

RVP

WInTER 
IS CoMInG
WInTER SUMMER

IS CoMInGTO AUSTRALIA



LeveL: B1–B2 Time: 45–60 minutes Topic: Charlotte and Emily Brontë

BridgE 08, April 2017, VolumE 20
LESSON PLAN

April 2017

T Teachers’  info

lesson Aims students will be able to:
Talk about the lives and novels of charlotte and emily Brontë.

identify basic facts about their most famous novels.

identify the meanings of specific adjectives and use the correct prepositions with them.WArm Up 
 2 mins T  pre-Test, cultural Knowledge

HomeWork: VocAbUlAry  
T  adjectives, reading for context 

HomeWork: reAding: brontë FAmily

 handouT  Task 1B T  reading comprehension 

reAding: brontë FAmily
 handouT  Task 1 (+1B)  4–6 mins

T  prediction, reading comprehension VocAbUlAry handouT  Task 2 
 5–8 mins

T  pair Work, speaking, spelling, adjectives

TEACHERS’ INSTRUCTIONS

Brontë sisters

Ask “Can you name any famous female authors?”

Elicit answers until you get the Brontë sisters. if 

students don’t say them, you can add:

“There are two famous Brontë sisters. Do you know 

their first names?” (Charlotte and Emily)

“Where are they from?” (England)

“Which famous novels did they write?” (Jane Eyre and 

Wuthering Heights)

As homework, students should read the article, 

find where each adjective is used, and underline 

the sentence or heading. Any groups that finish 

the vocabulary pair work early can start this in class.

All students can finish Task 1B for homework.

Students should open the magazine to page 12 and look 

at the title and the headings of the article, but not start 

reading yet.“What kind of life did the Brontë sisters have?” 

(e.g. tragic, troubled, difficult, lonely, sad)

give students the questions in Task 1. They should read 

page 12 only (not page 13) and find the answers. When 

finished, they should close their magazines. 

*if any students finish early, give them Extra Task 1B. 

They should keep their magazines closed and try to 

complete it without reading. When all magazines are 

closed, do feedback on Task 1.

put students into pairs, facing each other. give one 

half of Task 2 to each student. Student A must read 

one sentence and Student B should tell them which 

vocabulary word it describes. Student A should write 

the word, and Student B should help with spelling, 

if needed. Then change roles and repeat until they 

complete the exercise. No group feedback is necessary 

because each pair has all of the answers.

* in a future lesson, give all students Extra Task 2B to 

review these vocabulary words. 
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LESSON PLAN
May–June 2017

LeveL: B1–B2 Time: 45–60 minutes Topic: Travel and Accommodation

T Teachers’  

infoLesson aiMs  

students will be able to:

•	 compare the upsides and downsides of different travel accommodation options.

•	 use the correct pronunciation for accommodation options.

•	 discuss accommodation options with a partner and come to a decision.

WarM up 

 3–4 mins T  vocabulary, speaking

pronunciation: accoMModation

 3–5 mins T  pronunciation, Group Work

reading:  

Just a pLace to Lay My Head

 handouT  Task 1  7–10 mins 

T  reading comprehension, pronunciation, Group Work

TEACHERS’ INSTRUCTIONS

Write four words on the board:  

hosTeLs, hoTeLs, homes, campinG

Put students in pairs. give them one minute to brainstorm 

one positive thing about each type of accommodation. 

review their ideas with whole class feedback.

After feedback, repeat the same exercise in pairs with 

one minute to brainstorm a negative thing about each 

type of accommodation. review their ideas with whole 

class feedback.

First, drill the four words from the board with 

the whole class. emphasize and exaggerate the stress 

of the different syllables.

HoS-tels ho-TelS HomeS CAm-ping

Then divide the class into four groups. Nominate each 

group and point at one of the words on the board. 

The group must say the word together as a group.

Teacher: “Group 2” [point at hotels]  

students: “ho-TELS”  

Teacher: “Group 4” [point at hostels]  

students: “HOS-tels”  

Assign one type of accommodation to each group. 

give each student a copy of their section from 

Task 1. Students have three minutes to read and 

find the answers. Then everyone must close their 

magazines. 

Next, the groups have three additional minutes to 

compare answers and practise pronunciation in their 

groups. monitor groups individually to make sure they 

have the correct pronunciation for:

camping: facilities, glamping, teepee, yurt

hotels: B&B, buffet, en-suite, pensions

hostels: boutique, dormitory, strict

homes: AirBnB, average, chateau, couchsurfing, 

manor house 

Students should open the magazine to page 10 and try 

the vocabulary task (bottom left on the page). 

Say: “You have two minutes to match the words with 

the definitions. You can look at the underlined words 

in the article for context, but do not read the whole 

article yet.”

VocabuLary:  

Just a pLace to Lay My Head

 2–3 mins T  pre-Test, vocabulary
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noVÝ BonuS
V tomto roce jsme rozšířili učitelskou sadu o další lesson 
plan. Nyní již nemusíte trávit dlouhý čas přípravou hodin, 
uděláme ji za vás.

1–10 ks
předplatného 

300 Kč
+ 200 Kč poštovné 

a  balné

11–30 ks
předplatného

250 Kč

31 a více ks
předplatného

220 Kč
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Teachers’ File (TF) – Activity Tips contains exercises based on the articles in 

the magazine and songs.

The Recording Scripts, Lesson Plan and other Teachers’ Files with extra activity 

tips can be downloaded from www.bridge-online.cz once you register with 

the password: secret.

T TeAcheRS’  

inFo

SPeAking – FLuency

T

ArTiCleS

Fact or Fiction? Easter Edition p. 5

In pairs, imagine that you are planning a traditional meal to symbolize Easter. What would your 

meal include (starter, entrée, dessert, drink)? Explain why you chose each part of the meal. 

The Recycling Cycle pp. 6–7

VocAbuLARy PRAcTice, SPeLLing

T

Word GamE

How many words can you make with the letters 

from the following words? 

option 1: PLASTic gLASS PAPeR

option 2: ReDuce  ReuSe  RecycLe 

option 3: gARbAge TRASh WASTe LiTTeR 

You will get the following points for your words:

2-letter words = 1 point

3-letter words = 2 points

4-letter words = 3 points

5-letter words = 7 points

Any words over 5 letters = 10 points

ReADing c
T

A Man Who Dreams

match the existing and planned projects of Elon 

their simplified descriptions.

1 gigafactory

2 Hyperloop

3 open A

4 payp

5 SolarCity

6 SpaceX

7 Tesla

Tragic Tales in Life and Literature

pp. 12–13

Which Brontë Is It? pp. 12–13, cD Track 7 

See lesson plan

CLIL: The Best of Australia pp. 14–15

ReADing comPRehenSion

T

TAsk 1

read the article on the Great ocean road and decide if the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

 

T F

1 The great ocean road was built by soldiers who came back from war.  

2 The great ocean road starts in melbourne. 

 

3 You can see beaches from the road. 

 

4 You cannot touch koalas in the Koala Cafe. 

 

5 The Twelve Apostles are a group of twelve rocks that you can see.  

6 driving along the great ocean road might make people sick. 
 

7 The great ocean Walk is as long as the great ocean road. 
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Časopisy pro výuku angličtiny

UČITELSKÁ SADA K ČASOPISŮM KLÍČ K UČITELSKÉ SADĚ
Čím více kusů předplatného objednáte, 
tím více učitelských sad dostanete.

CD s cvičeními 
a písničkami 

výuková 
karta 

lesson plans 
a cvičení 

k časopisu

Časopisy pro výuku angličtiny

CEnY PŘEDPLATnÉho 2017/18

Časopisy pro výuku angličtiny

nástěnná 
výuková mapa

NAVÍC JEDNOU ZA ROK

B1–B2 
STŘEDNÍ 

ŠKOLY

A2–B1
ZÁKLADNÍ 

A STŘEDNÍ ŠKOLY

A1–A2
ZÁKLADNÍ 

ŠKOLY

11–20 ks 1 ks

21–60 ks 2 ks

61–90 ks 3 ks

91–120 ks 4 ks

121–150 ks 5 ks

151–180 ks 6 ks

181–200 ks 7 ks

201–260 ks 8 ks

261–300 ks 9 ks

301 ks a více 10 ks a  více

Počet kusů 
předplatného

Počet 
učitelských sad

Učitelé, kteří objednávají 11 a více kusů předplatného, 
získávají k objednávce učitelskou sadu. 

časopisy 
zdarma

učitelský 
stolní kalendář
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dear readers,
Winter is here, it’s cold outside, the days are getting 

shorter… so it’s a good time to visit some sunny lands. 
How about a trip to the deserts of Australia, where it 
is now midsummer? Jackie Fox, one of our writers, 
travelled with an Aboriginal guide through the 
Australian Outback, and she brings you her stories 
of that land of bizarre wildlife and amazing rock 
formations in the magazine as well as on the CD.

Of course, December means Christmas, which for us 
means snow and the longest nights of the year – but 
our midwinter celebration is a summer festival in 
many places, with Christmas barbecues on the beach 
and camping trips. Try our Christmas quiz and see if 
you can guess how people spend their festive days in 
countries like New Zealand, South Africa and Nigeria.

But Christmas is not only a time to celebrate, eat 
delicious treats and open presents; it’s also a time to 
think of others, especially those who are not so lucky. 
This month’s What’s Up section doesn’t bring you 
news from the worlds of politics, sport and culture, 
but the inspiring stories of people around the world 
who have done good for others. 

If you too want to help others, there are many 
charity projects in Czechia in the run-up to Christmas. 
No matter whether you decide to help the elderly, 
children, the handicapped, people without homes 
or even animals, you can be someone’s “good news” 
this Christmas. And by helping others, you might be 
helping yourself too: a recent study in the US, entitled 
“Doing Good is Good for You” , found that 75% of 
people felt healthier after volunteering (working in an 
organized activity to help others) and 93% said it put 
them in a better mood.

So, have a happy, healthy and helpful Christmas!
Zuzana Pernicová & the Bridge team
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Teachers’ File (TF) – Activity Tips contains exercises based on the articles in the magazine and recordings on the CD.

activity tips
An expanded TF, as well as Recording Scripts, AMATE 
methodology tips, and more exercises, are available 
at www.bridge-online.cz in the “UČITELÉ” section, 
password SECRET.

T teachers’  infO

listening cOmprehensiOn
T

listening cOmprehensiOn
T

arTicles
how to celebrate halloween p. 5

Read the article.  Match each group of words to the correct category name, then cross out the word that doesn’t belong in that category.

1 Common things to carry candy in2 Items you can get by trick-or-treating3 Halloween decorations
4 Other Halloween traditions5 Typical pranks and vandalism

A chips, chocolate, coins, gummi bearsB toilet-papering houses, throwing eggs, singing songs, doing graffiti
C Pumpkin-shaped baskets, metal buckets, pillowcases, bags
D bobbing for apples, costume parties, wearing costumes at school, 

baking cookies
E spider webs, jack-o’-lanterns, apples, black and orange

lisTeNiNG
Urban legend (track 6)

Listen to the recording about an urban legend and decide if these 
sentences are true (T) or false (F). 

T    F
1 Urban legends are true stories. 

  
2 Some people use red paint to look like blood at Halloween.   
3 Megan hears this story before Halloween. 

  
4 The story is about a man who kills his girlfriend.   
5 Nobody helped the woman because they didn’t see her.   
6 Megan’s friend believes the story. 

  

couples’ costumes (track 7)

Who suggests each of these costume ideas? And what don’t they like about each idea?

 

Bad idea because…
1 The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge Will  Amy  ________________________________________

2 Leonard and Penny   Will  Amy  ________________________________________

3 Sheldon and Amy    Will  Amy  ________________________________________

4 Animals     Will  Amy  ________________________________________

5 What did Amy and William decide to wear this Halloween?

sONGs p. 21
The Beatles  “Do You Want to Know a secret?” (track 11)

Circle the words that you hear in the song. Which words are not in the song? 
SeCreT – LIeS – LONg – CAre – CLOSeD – PreTeND – PrOMISe – eAr – HAve – ALL – WHISPer – kNOWN – WHO – DANCe – WOrDS – TeLL – HAIr – THree – LOvINg – LeT

listening fOr detail
T
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Who suggests each of these costume ideas? And what don’t they like about each idea?1 The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge2 Leonard and Penny
3 Sheldon and Amy 
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B1–B2 What’s up 

and noW, 
The good neWs

Mary 
Matz 
(USA)

The year 2017 brought us some frightening, dramatic and 
shocking news. So let’s say goodbye to this old year with 
some stories to brighten our holidays. And as Christmastime 
is the special time when we think of others, this news brings 
together special people from three diff erent parts of the world, 
to help us welcome the New Year with hope for a better 2018. 

A DIFFEREnT KInD oF 
FAIRY-TALE EnDInG

It started out as a horrible tragedy: a 14-year-old girl in Pakistan was shot 
in the head as she rode her bus to school. Why? Because the Taliban, 
an extreme Islamic group, didn’t like a girl getting an education, and 
worse, writing a blog for the BBC about it. But Malala Yousafzai survived 
the shooting and then continued her campaign for education for girls. In 2014 
she became the youngest person ever to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Malala’s life story has all the elements of a fairy tale – a young, brave 
heroine1, dangerous villains, and fairy godmothers* of the medical sort who 
helped her survive the shooting and start a new life in Birmingham, England. 
But Malala isn’t done yet. Now she’s beginning her studies in Philosophy, 
Politics and Economics at the prestigious2 Oxford University. She may or may 
not meet her Prince Charming, but one thing is certain: she won’t give up 
fi ghting dragons.

CRASh A WEDDInG, 
FInD A FAMILY

Getting married means getting used to the sometimes strange or 
annoying habits of your new spouse (= husband or wife). But what 
if you get an additional family member at your wedding?

The Brazilian couple Matheus and Marília Pieroni were in 
the middle of their ceremony when a stray4 dog walked down 
the wedding aisle5. 
The persistent6 dog 
even lay down to sleep 
on the bride’s long veil7. 
Marília and Matheus 
(and the guests) 
burst into laughter 
and just carried on 
(= continued) with 
the ceremony. At 
the wedding reception 
(= formal party), 
the new couple searched for the mysterious dog, but couldn’t fi nd 
him. Later, the whole city of Laranjal Paulista joined in the search, 
and the dog was found a week later. The couple adopted the dog, 
named him Snoop, and now all three of them can hopefully live 
happily ever after.

Vocabulary
1 heroine  [ˈherəʊɪn] – hrdinka
2 presti �gious � �[preˈstɪdʒəs] – presti žní
3 to �sing �the �praises � �[ˈpreɪzɪz] – 

opěvovat
4 stray � �[streɪ] – toulavý
5 aisle � �[aɪl] – ulička
6 persistent  [pəˈsɪstənt] – 

neodbytný
7 veil � �[veɪl] – závoj

Glossary*
fairy �godmother – a magical character in fairy 

tales (e.g. Cinderella) who helps people in 
trouble 

barbershop �quartet – a group of four men or 
four women who sing in harmony, without 
any musical instruments

ex-convict – sb who was in prison

BrE vs AmE
take �a �bus �(BrE) x ride �a �bus �(AmE) 
pavement (BrE) x sidewalk (AmE)

hAIRCuTS FoR ThE hoMELESS 
hAVE A hoME

It usually takes four to make a barbershop quartet*, but in 
Philadelphia, USA, homeless men are singing the praises3 of two 
barbers with very big hearts. 

Barber Brennon Jones has given more than 1,000 free haircuts 
to homeless men on the sidewalk. In turn, ex-convict* (and also 
a barber) Sean Johnson has now given Mr Jones a free barber 
shop because, he says, he just wanted to see the business 
“do a great thing”. Jones now has a warm place to keep giving 
the free haircuts. The result is music to the ears of the homeless. 
And it shows that even just two barbers can make beautiful music 
together.
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B1-B2 Film 

can i have 
sTar Wars 

For chrisTMas? 
Star Wars: The Last Jedi, the eighth 
episode in the Star Wars saga, 
is coming to Czech cinemas 
on December 14th. Will it be 
a new fan favourite or a terrible 
disappointment? One thing is 
certain: good or bad, the $250 million 
mega-movie is going to be the holiday 
season’s biggest hit. 

Get ready for the release of the newest Star 
Wars movie with these interesting facts.

• The release of this fi lm marks 40 years 
of Star Wars (the fi rst fi lm was released 
in 1977).

• It is the longest fi lm of the Star Wars 
saga, running for 150 minutes. If you want 
to watch all eight episodes together, 
you’ll need 20 hours and 10 minutes!

• It’s the last fi lm that will feature Carrie 
Fisher and her character, Leia, because 
Fisher died last December.

• After reading the screenplay, Mark 
Hamill, who plays Luke Skywalker, told 
the director, “I pretty much disagree 
with every choice you’ve made for this 
character.”

• There are rumours about Prince William 
and Prince Harry appearing in the fi lm as 
stormtroopers•. John Boyega, the actor 
who plays Finn, said: “They came on set*. 
They were there. There were images 
(= some scenes were fi lmed with them).”

Scan the QR code or go to 
bit.ly/2pemOvK to watch a trailer 
for The Last Jedi.

Stormtroopers are soldiers for 
the Empire – the bad guys, basically. 
They are all clones (= identical copies) 
that were made especially to fi ght. 
They are elite solders, but they still die 
very easily any time they try to fi ght 
against the good guys. Funny, that.

Wookiees are a tall hairy species 
from the planet Kashyyyk. Han Solo’s 
friend Chewbacca is a Wookiee. Their 
language has no words – it’s made 
up of “uhhhhh-aaaaah” sounds. 
(Interestingly, many people make very 
similar sounds when they are watching 
The Star Wars Holiday Special.)

culTure P oinTs

Vocabulary
1 juggling � [ˈdʒʌɡlɪŋ] – žonglování
2 faithful � [ˈfeɪθfl ] – věrný
3 domesti �c � [dəˈmestɪk] – domácí
4 hammer � [ˈhæmə(r)] – kladivo
5 screening � [ˈskriːnɪŋ] – vysílání  

Glossary*
set – the place where a movie is fi lmed
skit �– a short humorous performance

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

ThE LAST JEDI

ThE WoRST STAR 
WARS MoVIE EVER
Even if you are a Star Wars fan, there’s one 
Star Wars movie you might have never heard 
about. In 1978, someone had the brilliant idea 
of making a TV special about Chewbacca’s 
family getting ready for Wookiee Life Day, 
the Wookiee• version of Christmas. 

The Star Wars Holiday Special doesn’t 
really have a story. It does have several very 
bad songs, some unfunny comedy skits*, 
some acrobatics and juggling1, and a cartoon 
sequence called “The faithful2 Wookiee”. These 
horrors are linked together by domestic3 scenes 
of Chewbacca’s father Itchy, his wife Malla and 
his son Lumpy.

Everybody hated the programme. One 
reviewer suggested it was “written and directed 
by a sentient (= thinking) bag of cocaine”. 
Another said it was “the worst two hours of 
television ever”. George Lucas (the man who 
created Star Wars) said he’d like to “smash 
(= break) every copy with a hammer4”.

The Star Wars Holiday Special was shown 
on television only once, and it has never 
been released on video, DVD or Blu-Ray. But 
unfortunately for George Lucas, thousands of 
excited Star Wars fans recorded that one-and-only 
screening5. And now, of course, it’s all on YouTube.

Scan the QR code or go to 
bit.ly/2gURBNf to watch 
The Star Wars Holiday Special.
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B1–B2 Christmas Track 7
Výchova k myšlení 
v evropských a globálních 
souvislostech

Sun, Sea 
and Santa

Christmas Around the World
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

C hristmas! It’s Santa landing his 
sleigh on snowy rooftops. It’s 
singing carols on a frosty winter 

night. It’s a cold plunge (= jump) into 
the Vltava on Christmas morning (brrrr). 
It’s barbecued seafood on the beach. 
Wait – what?

Christmas is celebrated all over 
the globe, and our traditions would seem 

strange and exotic to many people. We’re 
going to pay Christmas visits to a few 
countries around the world. Can you work 
out where they are?

Belgium 
England 

New Zealand 
Nigeria 

North Korea 
Palestine

South Africa
The United States 

1  ______________________________________________________ 
It doesn’t snow very often, but people always want to know 

if it will be a “white Christmas”. The “official” definition of a white 
Christmas (used by the Meteorological Office) is that a single 
snowflake has been seen falling in the 24 hours of Christmas Day. 
The country gets an official White Christmas about every four or 
five years, and there is real snow at Christmas about one in every 
ten years (almost always only in a tiny area in the far north of 
the country). 

Children believe that Father Christmas or Santa Claus leaves 
presents in stockings hung up by the fireplace or by the children’s 
beds on Christmas Eve. Children sometimes leave out mince pies• and 
brandy for Father Christmas to eat and drink when he visits them. 

2  _______________________________ 
There are Christmas services1 

for foreign visitors in the very few 
churches, and Christmas parties 
in foreign embassies. Most native 
people, though, don’t care about it (it 
is not culturally important). Christians 
do care, but it is illegal for them to 
celebrate Christmas. 

Christians sometimes hold secret 
meetings in remote2 areas with a group 
of 10 to 20 people. Very occasionally, it 
is possible for them to go quietly into 
the mountains and to hold a Christmas 
service at a secret location. Then there 
might be as many as 60 or 70 people 
gathered together. 

3  _______________________________  
Christmas Eve is all about having 

fun. Children play with firecrackers3, 
and many family parties last 
the whole night.

Christmas Day is a more religious 
experience, and most people go to 
church. Local churches and their 
congregations (= people who go to 
one church) are closely connected, 
and the church choir4 may tour 
the neighbourhood to sing Christmas 
carols in people’s homes. 

The traditional Christmas meal 
includes turkey, but also beef, goat, 
sheep or chicken. Other dishes include 
fufu (sweet potatoes made into a sticky 
dough5), fried rice, vegetable salad and 
some type of stew6. 

4  ______________________________ 
Lots of people like to spend 

Christmas on the beach, or they 
go camping or stay in their Baches 
(holiday homes like Czech chaty). 
Many towns have a Santa parade with 
decorated floats7, bands and marching 
girls. Children leave out carrots for 
Santa’s reindeer, and a beer and some 
pineapple for Santa. 

People open their presents on 
Christmas Day before the Christmas 
dinner. Some people have a traditional 
English-style Christmas dinner, but 
nowadays a barbecue is more popular. 
The food cooked on the barbecue often 
includes exotic meat like venison8. 

T‑a‑s‑k
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8  ______________________________ 
Schools close for the Christmas 

holidays. In towns and cities, many 
people like to go carol singing on 
Christmas Eve. Traditional Christmas 
trees are popular, and children leave 
a stocking out for Santa Claus on 
Christmas Eve. 

Traditional Christmas dishes 
include turkey, roast beef and suckling 
pig13 with yellow rice and raisins and 
vegetables, followed by Christmas 
pudding•. The Christmas meal is often 
eaten outside and, if it’s really hot, 
people might even have a “braai” – 
a barbecue. Some people like to go 
camping for Christmas, too.

A mince pie is a sweet pie filled with 
a mixture of dried fruits, nuts and spices. 

Christmas pudding is a mixture of dried 
fruits, nuts and spices held together by 
suet (= beef fat) and eggs.

culTure P oinTs

Vocabulary
1 service [ˈsɜːvɪs] – bohoslužba, mše
2 remote �[rɪ̍ məʊt] – odlehlý
3 firecracker �[ˈfaɪəkrækə(r)] – petarda
4 choir [ˈkwaɪə(r)] – sbor
5 dough �[dəʊ] – těsto
6 stew �[stjuː] – dušené maso se zeleninou
7 float �[fləʊt] – alegorický vůz
8 venison [ˈvenɪsn] – srnčí / jelení maso
9 to �occupy �[ˈɒkjupaɪ] – okupovat, obsadit

10 Nativity �[nəˈtɪvəti] – Kristovo narození
11 display �[dɪ̍ spleɪ] – dekorace
12 sack �[sæk] – pytel
13 suckling �pig �[ˈsʌklɪŋ] – selesolutions in tF and next month 

on the Bridge websites

7  _______________________________ 
Family members give each other 

small presents at Christmas, but the big 
day for giving gifts is December 6th. 
Children put their shoes in front of 
the fireplace, together with a gift for 
“Sinterklaas”. 

In the night, Sinterklaas arrives 
from Spain on his flying horse with 
his helper, Zwarte Piet (“Black Peter”). 
Sinterklaas has a book with the names 
of all the children in the world, where he 
writes down if they’ve been bad or good. 
Children are told that if they’ve been 
bad, Zwarte Piet will put them in his 
sack12 and take them back to Spain.

5  _______________________________ 
On Christmas Eve there is a parade 

through the town. This is very important 
to the Christian part of the population. 
People dress up as Santa Claus 
and give out sweets, and there are 
bagpipe bands. Yes, bagpipes! Playing 
the bagpipes has been a tradition 
here since the British army occupied9 
the area between 1920 and 1948. 

Perhaps the most famous part of 
Christmas is the Mass of the Nativity10, 
held on Christmas Eve in the Church 
of the Nativity. The Church is built 
over the place where it’s traditionally 
thought that Jesus was born. 

6  ______________________________ 
The streets are often decorated, 

and all towns have their own Christmas 
displays11. Many people decorate their 
homes – not just inside, but outside, 
too. These displays can be pretty 
big, with hundreds of lights and even 
plastic models of snowmen, Santa and 
reindeer. 

Santa is not just found on people’s 
houses, but also in shopping centres 
and at parties. Of course, the real Santa 
only comes on Christmas Eve. Children 
hang a stocking by the bed or fireplace, 
and leave him a gift of milk and cookies. 
They open their presents on Christmas 
Day in the morning.
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The World of Religion 

No Joking Matter
Even if you are not religious 
yourself, it’s important to 
recognize the importance of faith4 
if you are speaking to someone 
from a diff erent culture. Some 
English-speakers may be fi ne 
with talking or joking about their 
beliefs. But in general religion isn’t 
something you should criticize 
or make fun of in conversation 
unless you know the other person 
very well. You don’t have to agree 
with someone else’s beliefs, 
but it’s a good idea to approach 
the topic carefully at fi rst.

The Christian States
Religion is quite important to 
most Americans. Around 70% of 

Americans consider themselves 
Christian, and another 5–10% 
practice another organized 
religion. Fewer than 20% 
say that they have no strong 
connection to a single faith. 

However, religion is less 
popular in the UK. A 2017 survey 
found that more than half of 
the population said they had “no 
religion”. This number went up to 
71% among people aged 18–25.

The Big Four
Many religions are especially 
popular in specifi c areas of 
the world, but that does not 
mean that they only exist in 
those places. It also doesn’t 
mean that everyone in these 
places believes the same thing. 

For example, roughly the same 
number of Jewish people live 
in the United States (a little 
over 5 million) as in Israel. And 
while Indonesia has the highest 
Muslim population in the world, 
there are also more than 
4 million Hindus living there. 

To make things even more 
complicated, there are diff erent 
versions of many religions, and 
their followers can disagree 
very strongly with each other. 
Ignoring this, however, the four 

largest religions in the world 
are Christianity [ˌkrɪsti ˈænəti ], 
Islam [ˈɪzlɑːm], Hinduism 
[ˈhɪnduːɪzəm] and Buddhism 
[ˈbʊdɪzəm]. You might think 
that the next biggest would be 
Judaism [ˈdʒuːdeɪɪzəm], since 
it is so important to our own 
religious history – but in fact 
the next-biggest religions are 
Shintoism (Japan), Taoism 
(across Southeast Asia) and 
Sikhism (India).
Auburn Scallon (USA)

B1–B2 personal identitY 
Výchova k myšlení 
v evropských a globálních 
souvislostech

TO BELIEVE 
OR NOT TO BELIEVE 

Religion is often a very important part of a person’s 
identity, and criticizing a person’s religious beliefs 
can make them very unhappy. Religion can be closely 
connected with family and community, and with ideas 
of what is right and wrong. Religious beliefs have also 
been connected with violence1 and discrimination2 in 
many countries over thousands of years. For all these 
reasons, the topic of religion is often treated with 
a high level of caution3 in conversation. 

The Largest Religious Groups Worldwide

 Buddhists

 Christians

 Folk religions

 Hindus

 Jews

 Muslims

 No religion
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Vocabulary
1 violence �[ˈvaɪələns] – násilí
2 discrimination �[dɪˌskrɪmɪˈneɪʃn] – 

diskriminace
3 caution �[ˈkɔːʃn] – opatrnost
4 faith �[feɪθ] – víra
5 colander �[ˈkʌləndə(r)] – cedník
6 headgear �[ˈhedɡɪə(r)] – pokrývka 

hlavy

7 follower �[ˈfɒləʊə(r)] – stoupenec, 
přívrženec

8 holy �[ˈhəʊli] – svatý, posvátný
9 slavery �[ˈsleɪvəri] – otroctví

10 to �sacrifice �[ˈsækrɪfaɪs] – obětovat

Glossary* 
movement – a group of people with 

the same goal

Ramadan – an Islamic period of fasting 
(= not eating) during daylight hours for 
one month

Language Point•
When translating countries �and �
geographical �regions �into English, 
adjective �forms �are very important. For 
example, southern Africa describes an 

area of many countries, while South 
Africa is a single country. Similarly, middle 
America is an unofficial way to describe 
the states in the center of the United 
States, while Central America is the name 
for countries like Costa Rica, Honduras 
and Panama. 

Atheist or Agnostic?
There are two main words to describe 
people who are not part of one organized 
religion. An atheist [ˈeɪθiɪst] is someone who 
does not believe that a god exists, often 
because there is no evidence. Someone who 
is agnostic [æɡˈnɒstɪk] is open to the idea 
of a god, or no god, but chooses not to 
think about it because they cannot know 
the answer.

JuSt Kidding?
Some less-serious religious groups can make 
big headlines.

The Great Noodle in the Sky?
The Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster 
and the religion of Pastafarianism began 
as a joke. The idea is that a giant bowl 
of spaghetti in the sky is just as likely 
(= probable) as any other religious belief. 
Many people now pretend to believe in 
the Flying Spaghetti Monster, and you can 
find ID photos of people wearing colanders5 
on their heads (the official religious 
headgear6) from the US to the UK to Austria.

Can you fill in the missing information about these major religions? 

1 Religion: ______________________ 

A follower7 of the religion: 

______________________ 

Adjective: ______________________

Number of followers: ______________________
Popular in: North, South and Central America·, 
central and southern Africa·, Europe, Australia

Holy8 text: ______________________ , 

divided into the Old and New Testaments

Best-known symbol: ______________________

Celebrations: Christmas, Easter

2 Religion: ______________________ 

A follower of the religion: 

______________________ 

Adjective: ______________________

Number of followers: ______________________

Popular in: Israel, the US 

Holy text: ______________________ , 

which means “instructions”

Best-known symbol: __________
Celebrations: Pesach (celebrates being freed 
from slavery9 in ancient Egypt), Hanukkah 
(Festival of Lights)

3 Religion: ______________________ 

A follower of the religion: 

______________________ 

Adjective: ______________________

Number of followers: ______________________
Popular in: Northern Africa, the Middle East, 
Indonesia

Holy text: ______________________ , told in 

fourteen different chapters

Best-known symbol: ______________________
Celebrations: Eid al-Fitr (the end of 
Ramadan*), Eid al-Adha (animals are 
sacrificed10 and some meat is sent to the poor)

4 Religion: ______________________ 

A follower of the religion: 

______________________ 

Adjective: ______________________

Number of followers: ______________________
Popular in: China, Thailand, Vietnam, much of 
Southeast Asia 

Holy text: ______________________ , 

which means “three baskets” 

Best-known symbol: ______________________

Celebrations: Vesakha (Buddha’s birthday)

5 Religion: ______________________ 

A follower of the religion: 

______________________ 

Adjective: ______________________

Number of followers: ______________________
Popular in: India, Nepal, the African island of 
Mauritius

Holy text: __________ , made up of four major 

texts

Best-known symbol: __________
Celebrations: Diwali (Festival of Lights), Holi 
(Festival of Colors)

Number of followers:
I about 2 billion (= 2,000,000,000)

II about 1.5 billion

III about 1 billion

IV about 400 million

V about 15 million

Holy text:
A The Torah [ˈtɔːrɑː]

B The Vedas [ˈveɪdəz]

C The Bible [ˈbaɪbl]

D The Qur’an [kəˈrɑːn]

E Tripitaka [trɪˈpɪtəkə]

Best-known symbol:

a b c d e 

solutions in tF 
and next month on 
the Bridge website

s

Is Star Wars a Religion?
In the early 2000s, there was a movement* 
to choose “Jedi” or “Jedi Knight” as 
a religion on census surveys (= counting 
people) in many different countries. In 
the year 2001, over 70,000 Australians, 
330,000 people from England and Wales, 
14,000 Scots, 53,000 New Zealanders, and 
21,000 Canadians joined the religion of Luke 
Skywalker and Yoda. And based on the 2011 
census survey in the Czech Republic, over 
15,000 Czechs have officially joined in 
(at least on paper).

T‑a‑s‑k

Om Cross Star & Crescent 
Moon

Star of David Dharma 
Wheel
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B1 maturita / didaktiCkÝ test 
Tracks 
1–4

parT Four Questions 1–4 8 points / 2 points per question

You will hear people talking in four diff erent situations. 
For questions 1–4, choose the correct answer: A, B, C or D.

lisTening 

solutions in tF and next month 
on the Bridge websites

 What is the woman’s greatest problem with dinner 
parties?

A Preparing the food

B Buying the food

C Entertaining people

D Cleaning up after the party

 What type of monthly pass will the customer buy?

A A $50 pass for the spinning hall

B A $75 pass for the swimming pool and the gym

C A $90 pass for all facilities excluding outdoor areas and 
the swimming pool

D A $133 pass for all facilities in the centre

4 What type of book is the man reading at present?

A a comic 

B a guide book

C an encyclopaedia

D detective stories

 Why does the mother have to leave in a hurry?

A She wants to avoid the traffi  c jam.

B She has an appointment at the dentist.

C She is worried Jerry might miss the train.

D She has to prepare for a meeting with a customer.

1

3

2

4
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B1–B2 puZZles Track 8

Cymbeline, published in 1623, is one of 
Shakespeare’s less-famous plays. It did, 
however, give the English language a phrase 
that is still used to this day. In the play, 
Pisanio, a servant, has been ordered to kill 
the princess Imogen because her husband 
believes she has been cheating on him. 
But Pisanio knows that Imogen is innocent. 
While talking to the princess about 
the stress of his situation, he uses a phrase 
that many students will be able to relate to.

PLAY: 
Cymbeline

Guess the meaning:
A I sleep with one eye open because 

I’m worried about my safety.

B I haven’t even closed one eye for one 
second to sleep.

C I can’t sleep because I can feel everyone 
watching me.

Today, we say “I haven’t slept a wink.”
*wink �– mrknutí 

Vocabulary in a Modern Context
There are many words and phrases 
connected to the subject of sleep. Use 
the context of the following sentences to 
help you choose the correct meanings for 
the underlined words.

1 One of my favorite things about 
weekends is being able to take a nap 
after lunch.

2 I guess you could say I’m a night owl. 
I like to study around midnight, when 
the rest of my family is asleep and it’s 
nice and quiet.

3 I usually feel groggy in the morning until 
I’ve had my fi rst cup of coff ee.

4 Please don’t make me share a room with 
Dave. His snoring will keep me up all night.

5 I’m always terrifi ed that I’ll oversleep 
when I have an important test, so I set 
two alarms just to be safe.

A to wake up later than you had planned

B someone who likes to stay up late 

C breathing very noisily while you sleep

D a short sleep

E not completely awake; unable to think 
clearly  

diSCuSS
Now try talking about your sleeping habits 
and preferences with a partner, using some 
of the vocabulary above.

SHAKESPEARE’S  
CORNER Auburn Scallon 

(USA)

Mind
Benders Megan 

LeBoeuf 
(USA)

“I have not 
slept one 
wink*.” 

solutions on the Cd, in tF and next 
month on the Bridge websites

SAnTA’S noTES
One of the elves spilled eggnog* on Santa’s list of the good 
children on this street, and now he can only read a few 
parts of it. Using the information you can still read (and 
some notes from Santa’s memory), fi gure out which toy 
needs to be delivered to which house. And be quick! 
Santa has a lot more neighborhoods to visit tonight!

• The boys all live on one side of the street, and 
the girls on the other.

• On each side of the street, the oldest 
children live at the top and the youngest at 
the bottom.

• There are two children with brown hair and 
they live across the street from each other.

• Jenna and Kevin are the same age.

• The youngest child is a boy.

• The smartphone is going to house #2

• One of the boys wants the hamster.

• Two of the boys have the same hair color.

• Isabel is half Kevin’s age and one year older than 
Antonio. 

• The copy of Minecraft is not going to one of 
the youngest children.

• The oldest girl has red hair and wants new skis.

• Antonio wants the tablet.

* �eggnog �– a drink made from milk, sugar and eggs, 
oft en mixed with alcohol

Name Age Hair Color House # Present

Antonio blond

Isabel black 5

Jenna

Jose 14

Kevin 12

Katie 10

Presents
a copy of Minecraft for PC
a set of new skis
an orange and white hamster
a kids’ tablet (for ages 8 and under)
an Xbox One
a smartphone
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Long Distances
I am from New Zealand, which is really 
not that big. You could fit about 28 New 
Zealands into Australia, but it wasn’t until 
I did this trip that I really got a sense of what 
that means.  

The first part of our journey was from 
Darwin to Alice Springs, a city in the centre 
of Australia. Darwin is the second-nearest 
city to Alice Springs, a 16-hour and 
45-minute drive. And the nearest city? 
Adelaide, a 16-hour and 15-minute drive from 
the other direction. 

Most of the journey was hours on a single 
straight road. We were lucky to see another 
car in half a day of driving. The landscape 
remained unchanged1 for hours. Flat, red, 
dry and hot.

Termite Toilets
I travelled in September, which is spring in 
Australia, but still the temperatures were 
in the high 30s and sometimes into the 40s. 
At every petrol station we jumped out to 
stretch2 our legs, buy cold drinks and use 
a real toilet. In between petrol stations we 
had to make do with hiding behind one of 
the hundreds of termite mounds•. There 
aren’t many trees (or anything else), so this 
was often the closest thing there was to 

privacy. The termite mounds get pretty big, 
though – they can be two or three metres tall.

Amazing Sights
Although the journey was sometimes long 
and uncomfortable, we were rewarded with 
some amazing sights.

For example, we saw the Bungle Bungles. 
This is a rock formation3 in Western 
Australia. The sandstone rocks are made up 
of different layers4. 

We also saw the Devil’s Marbles in 
the Northern Territory. This was basically 
a collection of giant stones.

Aside from rock formations, we also 
saw the Emma Gorge waterhole5 and 
waterfall. It was a beautiful sight, and really 
special after so much red dust. 

Camping
During the journey we had many nights 
sleeping under the stars without tents. 
We slept only in swags, which are like big 
canvas6 bags you use over your sleeping 
bag. I remember the stars. I had never seen 
so many. They were spectacular without 
the light pollution7 of the cities. (On the other 
hand, I also remember waking during the night 
when something walked across my face!)

Cattle Station
One night we slept in real beds. It was 
accommodation at the Wirrelyerna Station 
in Queensland. Cattle stations (= large 
farms) in Australia can be thousands of 
square kilometres in size.

At the station, the managers told us how 
the cattle are basically allowed to run free. 
But when they are needed, the cattle workers 
have to muster8 them. In the old days they 

Australia
JUST THE BASICS

Population: Almost 25 million

Capital: Canberra

Largest City: Sydney (4.8 million)

Geography: The only country that is 
also a continent. More than one third of 
the country is desert. 

Official Languages: None technically, but 
Australian English is the majority language 
(and about 70% of people cannot speak any 
other language). 

Government: Federal parliamentary 
democracy and part of the Commonwealth.

Australia is an epic and melodramatic film 
starring Nicole Kidman as the owner of 
a cattle station who falls in love with cattle 
worker Hugh Jackman. It features a lot of 
horse riding, some insights into Aboriginal 
culture and amazing shots of the Australian 
Outback. Another good one to watch is the 
comedy Red Dog, based on the true story of 
a dog that travelled across Western Australia.

 
Dangerous and Beautiful Australia
Some years ago I travelled through 
the Outback of Australia – the vast 
(= very large), hot and remote 
(= far away from any towns) area in 
the centre of the country. It is a land 
of red earth and desert.

advenTures in 
english‑speaking 

counTries

B1 series: english-speaking Countries 
Tracks 
9, 18

LESSON
PLAN

Uluru

Australia

Emma Gorge
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used mostly horses, but now they also use 
things like helicopters and motorbikes. 

The Impressive Uluru
In the Northern Territory, of course, we visited 
the huge, red rock formation called Uluru (also 
known as Ayers Rock). It is very impressive 
as it stands there with nothing else around 
it (well, except for tour buses and tourists). 
You can walk around it, a walk about nine 
kilometres. Currently you can climb it too, but 
in 2019 climbing it will be banned because 
it’s a sacred9 place of the Aboriginal people. 

The Dangers of the Outback
Although people worry about the dangers 
of Australian animals, in the Outback it is 
the harsh10 conditions that create the most 
problems. Yes, I saw some scary creatures. 
There was a mouse spider• (in a toilet), 
crocodiles (which I saw from a river boat) 
and a snake (passing by the car). But 
the scariest thing is the environment itself.

Tourists who are unprepared can and 
do die in the Outback. If your car breaks 
down in the wrong place, you can be very 
far from any help. No phone signal, no 
internet, no shade. If you don’t have enough 
water or if you leave your car, it can be very 

dangerous. Maybe no one will drive past for 
hours, a day or maybe even a week. So it is 
important to be prepared.

The End of the Journey
My trip through the Australian Outback was an 
incredible journey. I gained a new appreciation 
for Australia and for the people who choose 
to live in the Outback. It was nice to visit, but 
I wouldn’t want to live there. 
Jackie Fox (NZ)

Vocabulary
1 unchanged �[ʌnˈtʃeɪndʒd] – neměnný
2 to stretch [stretʃ] – protáhnout
3 rock �formation �[fɔː̍ meɪʃn] – skalní útvar
4 layer �[ˈleɪə(r)] – vrstva
5 waterhole �[ˈwɔːtəhəʊl] – jezírko, napajedlo
6 canvas �[ˈkænvəs] – plátno, plátěný

7 light �pollution �[pəˈluːʃn] – světelné znečištění, 
rušivé světlo

8 to �muster �[ˈmʌstə(r)] – shromáždit, sehnat 
dohromady

9 sacred �[ˈseɪkrɪd] – posvátný
10 harsh �[hɑːʃ] – drsný
11 coral �reef �[ˈkɒrəl riːf] – korálový útes

 
darwin is the capital of the Northern 
Territory. It has a tropical climate and 
a multicultural atmosphere. It is only about 
a two-to-three hour flight to Indonesia, so it 
is a great connection between Australia and 
South-East Asia.

The Whitsunday islands in Queensland 
are a popular destination for tourists, 
especially for lovers of snorkelling and 
diving. They’re a good base for visiting 
the Great Barrier Reef, which is the largest 
coral reef11 in the world. 

Melbourne is Australia’s second biggest 
city. It has a more European feel than Sydney. 
It even has the largest Greek-speaking 
population outside of Europe.

A termite is an insect that lives in large 
colonies, similar to ants and bees. Some 
species make hard earth “houses” called 
termite mounds.

The mouse spider is one of Australia’s 
most venomous (= poisonous) spiders, but 
it is usually too lazy to bite.

science P oinTs
Darwin
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Travelling Through 
Time and Space
Doctor Who follows 
the adventures of 
“the Doctor” (not “Doctor 
Who”!), the last member 
of a race of time-travelling 
aliens called the Time 
Lords. Using the TARDIS, a time 
machine, the Doctor explores time and space, 
fighting to stop evil forces from changing history 
or hurting innocent people. 

The famous Time Lord has met many enemies 
over the years, but the most famous are 
the Daleks: alien cyborgs* who have no emotions 
other than hate. The Daleks’ catchphrase* 
“Exterminate!*” has terrified generations of 
British children. The Doctor is often joined 
by companions, usually young people from 
Earth. Young viewers often imagine becoming 
a companion themselves, teaming up with 
the Doctor to explore the universe.

The Doctor’s Many Faces 
When William Hartnell, the original actor who 
played the Doctor, left the programme in 1966, 
the producers came up with a unique idea to 
explain his replacement. This was “regeneration”. 
When a Time Lord is seriously injured, they can 
transform their body and personality and become 
healthy again. This lets the producers reinvent* 

the programme every few years, which is one of 
the reasons why it has stayed popular for so long: 
12 versions of the Doctor have already come and 
gone. Now it is time for the 13th Doctor.

The Doctor Becomes a Woman
Doctor Who is about to be shaken up* again. 
When the current Doctor, played by Peter Capaldi, 
regenerates, he is going to be replaced by a female 
actor for the first time. The regeneration will 
happen in this year’s Christmas Special, and Jodie 
Whittaker will become the new Doctor. Her casting 
has been very controversial amongst Whovians 
(= fans of Doctor Who). But as Colin Baker, the actor 
who played the sixth Doctor, said: “Change, 
my dears, and not a moment too soon*. She is 
the Doctor, whether you like it or not!” 
Liam Axe (CAN)

Do You KnoW
Who?

Britain’s Most Famous Doctor
When a strange programme called Doctor Who first aired on the BBC in November 1963, 

no one could have known that it would become one of the longest-running science-fiction 
programmes in the world. It has become an important part of British pop culture, 

influencing writers, filmmakers and even scientists.

The Doctor is also famous for his witty (= clever 
and funny) lines. Can you fill the correct adjectives 
into his quotes?

BEST CERTAIN STUPID INTERESTING 
CHILDISH ImPORTANT POWERfUL

1 “In 900 years of time and space, I’ve never met 

anyone who wasn’t _________________ .” 

2 “There’s no point in being grown up if you 

can’t be _________________ sometimes.”

3 “A straight line may be the shortest distance 

between two points, but it is by no means 

the most _________________ .”

4 “Never be _________________ of anything. It’s 

a sign of weakness.”

5 “You want weapons? We’re in a library! Books! 

The _________________ weapons in the world!”

6 “You know, the very _________________ and 

the very _________________ have one thing 

in common: they don’t alter (= change) their 

views to fit the facts; they alter the facts to fit 

their views.”

solutions on the Cd, in tF and next 
month on the Bridge websites

did You Know?
 � Doctor Who was originally intended to be an 

educational programme, teaching children 
about science and history.

 � Benedict Cumberbatch and Hugh Grant were 
offered the role of the Doctor in the past but 
refused it.

 � Some famous British writers have worked on 
Doctor Who over the years, including Douglas 
Adams (Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy) and 
Neil Gaiman (American Gods).

 � Michael Jackson could have played the Doctor! 
In the 1980s, Paramount Pictures considered 
making a film version of Doctor Who that 
would have starred the pop icon.

B1–B2 teleVision 
Tracks 
10–11

Change, m
y dears. Jodie Whittaker

T‑a‑s‑k
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Glossary*
cyborg �– part human and part machine
catchphrase �–  an oft en repeated phrase 

that is connected with sb

to �exterminate �– to kill all living 
creatures in a place

to reinvent – to change sth so that it 
seems diff erent

to �shake �up �– to make a big change

not �a �moment �too �soon �– probably later 
than it should have been

spin-off � �– a programme involving 
characters from a previous programme

ThE DoCToR’S GADGETS

Psychic Paper
If you show psychic paper to 
someone, they see what you want 
them to see. Sometimes it reveals 
(= shows) secret thoughts in 
embarrassing ways.

Superphone
The Doctor can hack any mobile 

phone to work across time and 
space. Handy (= useful).

the time Machine
In the fi rst episode, the TARDIS 
(which stands for “Time And Relative 
Dimension In Space”) could change 
its shape to camoufl age with its 
environment. Then it broke – and 
ever since, it has looked like a “police 
box” (a kind of tiny offi  ce and phone 
for police offi  cers on the street, from 
the days before police radios). It is much 
bigger on the inside.

the Sonic 
Screwdriver  
The Doctor’s most famous tool can do anything 
from unlocking doors to controlling computers. 
The Doctor has also used a “sonic cane”, “sonic 
sunglasses”, and once even a “sonic suitcase”!

Scary Santas
A race of aliens called “roboforms” once invaded Earth 
at Christmas... using robotic Santas with exploding 
Christmas-tree decorations and other seasonal 
weapons, including a deadly Christmas tree!

A Child’s Horror
A British TV show for children, Blue Peter, had 
a competition to design a new Doctor Who 
villain. Nine-year-old William Grantham designed 
Abzorbaloff , an alien who pulls people into his body 
and steals their knowledge and memories.

the Last Human
When the ninth Doctor goes to watch the last day of 
the Earth, millions of years in the future, he meets 
Lady Cassandra O’Brien.Δ17 – the last surviving human. 
Lady Cassandra is obsessed with her beauty and has had 
many plastic surgeries to become as slim as possible.

Rose tyler
This London girl travelled 
with the ninth Doctor. Her 
face was already familiar to 
British audiences: the actor, 
Billie Piper, had her fi rst pop 
single, “Because We Want 
To”, when she was 15, and it 
went straight to number 1 in 
the charts.

FACES OF WHO
Over the course of the show’s 839 episodes, 64 people (and two robot dogs) 
have travelled with the Doctor as companions. The Doctor has faced more 
than 450 enemy alien species. And that’s not including those in the dozens 
or hundreds of spin-off s*, novels, short stories, and comic books!
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B2 teChnologY Track 13

In the modern world we are used to travel 
being easy. We take it for granted* that we 
can look for a new life in a new place very 
easily and return home to visit whenever 
we want. But the world is changing, and 
transport is changing with it. Some changes 
will continue to shrink* the world, but others 
may have the reverse (= opposite) eff ect. 

Electric Wings
In the air, we are about to see the return of 
supersonic* fl ight, with planes capable of 
travelling between continents in just two or 
three hours. Another innovation is likely to 
be electric aircraft (= aeroplanes). Electricity 
is no use for larger planes or long-distance 
fl ights due to battery limitations, but it 
could be a very effi  cient option for smaller 
numbers of passengers (10–15 people 
per fl ight) over shorter distances 
(1,000–1,500 km). 

Most of us won’t get to experience these 
major innovations for many years. Planes 
have long lifetimes, and the ordinary planes 
that most of us use will still be fl ying in 
ten years, or even twenty. The changes we 
will experience will be infl ight Wi-Fi, new 

entertainment systems and so on. And 
higher prices: due to environmental and 
geopolitical issues, air travel is probably 
going to become more expensive over 
the next few years.

Our Poisoned Air
The biggest uncertainty is in road transport. 
Change is coming – but what change, 
and when? Right now, the future looks 
very uncertain, mainly because of a crisis 
in the use of diesel. When European 

governments were looking for ways to cut 
carbon emissions* in the late 1990s and 
2000s, the car industry promoted diesel 
as a better fuel than petrol, with much 
lower carbon emissions. In the mid-1990s, 
only 10 % of European cars were diesel. At 
present, it’s closer to half. 

Now we know that diesel does not 
produce less CO2 than petrol, which is very 
bad news. We also know that diesel fumes* 

are very toxic, and that car companies have 
been hiding just how bad this is. Due to diesel, 
the air in many European cities is poisonous.

Cities for People
Politicians are slow to act, especially 
when car companies provide so many jobs. 
However, several cities (including London) 
are already banning older diesel cars. Some 
car companies, like Volkswagen, are fi ghting 
to protect the diesel industry. Others, 
like Volvo, are promising to accelerate* 
the switch to electric vehicles. 

Some expect that environmental 
pressures will lead to new types of 
transport, like electric cars. Others are 
fi ghting for new cycling infrastructure*. And 
many people hope that bans on polluting 
vehicles could be the beginning of a move to 
a cleaner, more human-friendly city. 
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

A Thousand 
Miles from 

home
Travel and Transport 

in the Future

Christmas is almost upon us, and 
many of us are thinking not only 
of all the shopping and baking 
we must do, but also of our travel 
arrangements – Christmas visits to 
family and friends.

Glossary*
to �take �sth �for �granted �– to accept sth as normal 

without thinking about it
to �shrink �– to make sth smaller
supersonic �– faster than the speed of sound
carbon �emissions �– harmful carbon dioxide (CO2) 

produced by cars and other sources
fumes �– dangerous gas
to �accelerate �– to make sth quicker
infrastructure �– the basic systems and services 

that make sth (in this case cycling) easier and 
more eff ecti ve

Due to diesel, 
the air in many 

European cities is 
poisonous.
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A 
fter a cold and clear 
night in the Alps, 
spiky* ice crystals, 
called hoar frost, 

cover the surface of the snow. 
The hoar frost sparkles 
beautifully in the early sunlight, 
but snow-heavy clouds are 
moving in, and soon it is covered 
with a fresh fall of snow. This top 
snow forms a strong, cohesive 
(= stuck together) surface layer, 
called the snow board or slab. 
Skiing conditions seem perfect. 
But the snowpack now hides 
a danger: the buried spikes of 
hoar frost. 

Fast-forward* through a few 
days or weeks of great skiing 
and boarding. The slopes are 
fi lled with skiers. Off -piste, 
on one of the steeper slopes, 
there’s a small group of 
more adventurous skiers. As 
they cross the slope, there 
is a whumpfi ng• sound, and 
a crack. Suddenly a piece 
of the snowpack is moving. 
The spiky hoar-frost layer has 
collapsed, and now a large 
slab of the surface layer of 
snow, 30 cm thick, is sliding on 
the hidden sheet of icy hoar 
frost. An avalanche!

types of Avalanche
This is the most dangerous 
kind of avalanche for skiers 
and boarders. A single skier or 
boarder may release a “slab 

avalanche”, and even small slab 
avalanches can capture and bury 
people. Only 50% of completely 
buried people survive. About 
100 people die each year in 
avalanches in the Alps.

There are many other types 
of avalanche, too. The largest 
and most destructive are called 
powder avalanches. They are 
so named because of the way 
they look, like a huge cloud of 
powder snow rushing down 
the mountain. The cloud of 
powder hides the real danger, 
though – a fast-moving mass 
of heavier snow. A powder 
avalanche can contain over ten 
million tons of snow travelling at 
over 300 km an hour. 

Avalanches: 
under Control?
Large avalanche disasters 
have decreased dramatically 
thanks to the work of engineers 
like Lukas Stoff el, who limit 
the dangers by triggering* 
avalanches artifi cially before 
an area of unstable snow gets 
too big. As Mr Stoff el explains, 
“Avalanches can be triggered 
by explosives or by detonations 
with gas. The detonations 
produce shock waves, and if 
the snow cover is unstable, an 
avalanche can be released.”

Smaller accidents, however, 
have risen. Most of these happen 
when a skier or snowboarder 

triggers the avalanche (over 
80% of avalanche accidents are 
caused by the people caught in 
them). Avalanche forecaster* 
Dr Christine Pielmeier stresses 
that the best way to stay 
safe is to know what you are 
doing: “Backcountry tourers 
and freeriders need to get 
the training and experience and 
the necessary equipment. They 
need information (weather and 
snow conditions, avalanche 
forecasts, route descriptions, 

etc.) before deciding on a tour in 
order to plan a safe route.”

So if you’re hitting the slopes 
this winter, have fun – but 
also be sensible. Pay attention 
to avalanche warnings, and 
remember that the dangers can 
be hidden deep beneath that 
perfect snow.  
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

This report was written with input from 
Christine Pielmeier and Lukas Stoff el of 
the Swiss federal Institute for forest, 
Snow and Landscape Research.   

To fi nd the meanings of the underlined words in the article, 
complete the vocabulary-matching activity.

1 snowpack

2 boarding

3 off -piste

4 backcountry 
touring

5 freeriding

A a short word for snowboarding

B not on slopes that have been specially 
prepared for skiing 

C a thick, solid layer of stuck-together snow 

D skiing or snowboarding off -piste

E off -piste skiing that combines uphill and 
downhill skiing

solutions in tF and next month 
on the Bridge websites

a danger hidden 
FroM sighT
The Story of 
an Avalanche

T‑a‑s‑k

Glossary*
spiky �– covered with spikes (= thin 

needle-like shapes with a sharp 
point)

to �fast-forward �– to speed up a video 
etc. to get to a later point

to �trigger �– to cause sth to start, 
especially with a small acti on

forecaster �– a person who tries to 
predict sth

Language Point•
Onomatopoeia
Bees buzz, fi reworks whoosh and 
bang and frying bacon sizzles. These 
are onomatopoeic [ɒnəmætəˈpiːɪk] 
words: they sound like the thing they 
describe. The onomatopoeic word 
whumpf is a technical avalanche term 
for the sound of a collapsing snowpack, 
e.g. We got a lot of whumpfi ng today.

B2 sCienCe 
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Christmas
the Music of

Christmas in the Sun
Christmas in Australia, of course, is 
rooted in European traditions, and 
the carols and hymns are the same 
ones sung in Britain. A lot of Aussies 
feel strange singing about snow 
when it’s 40 degrees, though, and 
many songwriters have written songs 
celebrating the Australian Christmas. 
One of the most popular is “White Wine 
in the Sun” by Tim Minchin, a musician 
and comedian. Tim is an atheist, and 
the song is partly about how he doesn’t 
feel comfortable with the religious side 
of the festival. But mainly it’s about 
how much he loves Christmas because 
it’s a time to be together with family. 

And 1 ________ my baby girl
When you’re twenty-one 2 ________  
thirty-one
And Christmas comes around
You fi nd yourself nine thousand miles 
3 ________  home
You’ll know whatever comes
Your brothers and sisters and me 
4 ________ your mum
Will be waiting 5 ________ you in 
the sun
When Christmas comes

T‑a‑s‑k
fill in the correct words into the gaps in 
the lyrics.

AND FOR FROM IF OR

Solutions in TF and next month 
on the Bridge websites

Vocabulary
1 stable � �[ˈsteɪbl] – stáj
2 shaggy � �[ˈʃæɡi] – chlupatý
3 Bethlehem � �[ˈbeθlɪhem] – Betlém
4 indigenous � �[ɪnˈdɪdʒənəs] – domorodý
5 Jesuit �missionary � �[ˈdʒezjuɪt ˈmɪʃənri] – jezuitský 

misionář
6 chief  [tʃiːf] – náčelník

Language Point•
Christmas �Hymns, �Songs �and �Carols
The diff erences between these are a bit unclear, but 
broadly speaking a hymn is a religious song (especially 
with words taken from the Book of Psalms – a part 
of the Bible), a carol is a traditi onal folk  song, and 
Christmas �song �is used for modern songs writt en by 
popular arti sts.

The Oldest Carol?
Songs celebrating the birth of 
Christ date back as far as the fi rst 
ever Christmas celebration in 
the fourth century. The earliest 
surviving carol, however, dates 
back “only” to the 12th century. This 
carol is French (it is one of the most 
popular carols in France, though it 
has changed a lot over 800 years), 
but an English version is still 
sung today. Called “The Friendly 
Beasts”, it is about the animals that 
surrounded Jesus in the stable1.

“I,” said the donkey, shaggy2 and 
brown.
“I carried his mother up hill and 
down;
“I carried his mother to 
Bethlehem3 town.”
“I,” said the donkey, shaggy and 
brown.

B1–B2 musiC 
Tracks 
14–17

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

A Carol from 
the New World
It’s strange to think of Christmas being 
celebrated by the First Nations people 
(the indigenous4 “Indians” of Canada). 
“The Huron Carol” was written by a Jesuit 
missionary5 in 1621, and the original lyrics 
are in Wyandot, the language of the Huron 
people (one of the indigenous tribes). It 
was translated into English in the 1920s. 
The song’s original Wyandot title is “Jesous 
Ahatonhia” (“Jesus, he is born”), and it 
tells of the baby Jesus being visited not by 
three kings but by “chiefs6 from far away”, 
bringing “fox and beaver pelts (= furs)”. 

Within a lodge of broken bark
The tender babe was found
A ragged robe of rabbit skin
Enwrapped His beauty round
But as the hunter braves drew nigh
The angel song rang loud and high
“Jesus your King is born, Jesus is born.”

T‑a‑s‑k
In the lyrics, fi nd expressions that mean:

1 came closer
2 covered
3 hut made of the hard covering of trees
4 torn clothing
5 young Indian warriors

in this issue of Bridge, we take a look 
at Christmas around the world and pay 
a visit to Australia, where Christmas 
falls in the middle of summer. So it seems 
appropriate that our Christmas hymns, 
songs and carols• should also tell the story of 
Christmas in various parts of the world.
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Can you explain the puns? What words 
and expressions are they based on?

Solutions in TF and next month 
on the Bridge websites

A Very British Christmas
There is something very British about sitting 
around the Christmas dinner table wearing 
colourful paper hats and telling each other 
terrible jokes. Other nationalities may fi nd 
it diffi  cult to understand this tradition, but 
it is as much a part of the British Christmas 
as eating too much, ignoring the Queen’s 
speech or getting into arguments with your 
relatives. For this, we have the Christmas 
cracker to thank.

The History of the Cracker
Like many other aspects of the British 
Christmas, the cracker was introduced in 
the 19th century. A London sweetmaker, Tom 
Smith, is credited with the invention. When 
people began to get bored with his sweets 
wrapped in colourful paper, he started to 
put love notes inside them. Soon this began 
to wear thin* too, so he added a mechanism 
that would make a noise when the sweet 
was opened. However, it was his son, Walter, 
who really took crackers to the next level*. 
He made them bigger, got rid of the sweet 
altogether and replaced it with a small toy, 
a paper crown and a joke – often a pun. 
The rest is history*.

What is a Pun?
A pun is a joke that involves a play on 
words. The English language contains a lot 
of words that mean diff erent things but 
that sound similar or the same (e.g. see and 
sea). It is from this confusion1 that the pun 

was born. Puns are sometimes described as 
“the lowest form of humour”, and the typical 
reaction to a pun is not laughter, but 
a long and pained groan2. But we tell them 
anyway. And Christmas is clearly the best 
opportunity to infl ict3 this particular type of 
pain on your nearest and dearest.

The Worst Christmas Puns?
Puns can be seen everywhere, such as in 
shop names – there’s a computer shop 
called Bits and PCs (bits and pieces) and 
a fried chicken restaurant called Lord 
of the Wings (rings). But it is around 
the Christmas dinner table that puns really 
fi nd their rightful4 place. So in honour of5 
this most British of traditions, here are 
some of the best (worst) 
Christmas puns. 
I’m so, so sorry.
Liam Peach (UK)

How do snowmen travel 
around? By icicle6.

A PUNTASTIC
A PUNTASTIC
A PUNTASTIC

CHRISTMAS
B1 Fun/language Track 12 LESSON

PLAN

What do you call a fi sh with no eyes? Fsh.

Right, that’s enough. 
No Christmas for you!

Oh G od, make it stop!Oh G od, make it stop!

What do you get if you 

cross Father Christmas with 

a duck? A Christmas quacker.

Who hides in the bakery at Christmas? A mince spy. 

Where is the best place to put 

your Christmas tree? After 

your Christmas one and your 

Christmas two. 

No, no, no. Enough.

Ouch!

Hm. That’s actually not bad.

Vocabulary
1 confusion � �[kənˈfj uːʒn] – zmatek
2 groan � �[ɡrəʊn] – zasténání
3 to �infl �ict � �[ɪnˈfl ɪkt] – způsobit
4 rightf �ul � �[ˈraɪtf l] – právoplatný
5 in �honour �of � �[ˈɒnə(r)] – na počest
6 icicle � �[ˈaɪsɪkl] – rampouch

Glossary*
to �wear �thin – to become boring or 

annoying
to �take �sth �to �the �next �level – to 

improve sth
the �rest �is �history – everything that 

has happened since is well-known Listen to the Bridge CD for a dialogue 
with more Christmas cracker jokes.

HA, HA, 
HA

T A S K



detergent �– washing powder; Yuletide – Christmas time; cheer – happiness

flea �– a small jumping insect that feeds on the blood of animals


