
Geography: The United States of America is one of 
the biggest countries in the world, with an area of 
about 9.8 million square kilometres. It is located on 
the continent of North America. The US consists of 
50 states, though Alaska is separated from the rest 
of the US by Canada and Hawaii is an island located 
in the Pacific Ocean. The highest mountain is Denali 
(6,190 m) located in Alaska. The US is divided into 
different regions known as the Northeast, Midwest, 
Southeast, Southwest, and West.

Northeast: The coast of the Northeast is located 
on the Atlantic Ocean. The area is known for its 
beautiful autumn colours. Famous landmarks in the 
Northeast are the Statue of Liberty and Times Square 
in New York City, the Appalachian Mountains, and 
Washington, D.C., the country’s capital.

Midwest: This region is flat and is known as the Great 
Plains. A lot of corn and soybeans are grown in the 
Midwest. Here you can see the Arch in St Louis, many 
of the Great Lakes, and lots of rolling fields.

Southeast: The Southeast borders the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean. It’s known for its hot 
and humid weather during most of the year. The 
best places to visit in the Southeast are Nashville, 
which is the home of country music, and, of course, 
Disney World in Florida.

Southwest: Much of this region is desert, and the 
Southwest has a dry climate. It is known for the 
Grand Canyon, the state of Texas, and unique red rock 
formations.

West: The West consists of the Rocky Mountains, the 
Pacific Northwestern forests, and the amazing coasts 
of California. The climate varies across the region, and 
there are many great things to see such as Hollywood, 
the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco, and there’s 
beautiful hiking in both the Rocky Mountains and the 
Pacific Northwest.

Political System: The US government is divided into 
three branches: executive (the president), legislative 
(US Congress), and judiciary (the courts). In this 
political system no branch is supposed to have more 
power than any other and they all have to work 
together to create and maintain laws. The president 
and members of Congress are all elected by the 
people. The government is based in Washington, D.C. 
There are two main political parties: Democrats and 
Republicans.

History: In the 1600s, people from England began to 
come to America. The original 13 colonies that later 
became the United States were founded by them. 
America became independent from England in 1776. 
Afterwards, expansion began and more territories 
were added to what is now known as the United 
States. From 1861–1865, the Civil War between the 
North and the South ended the slavery of African 
Americans. The country began to grow in size and 
wealth and became an important political and 
economic world power.

People: The United States is made up of a variety of 
people from different races and backgrounds. There 
are about 328 million people in the United States. 
Most people live in larger cities such as New York and 
Los Angeles.

Famous People: Some famous American people 
include actors such as Meryl Streep and Leonardo 
DiCaprio, musicians such as Taylor Swift, Michael 
Jackson, and Elvis Presley, and entrepreneurs such as 
Steve Jobs and Jeff Bezos.

Sports: The national sport of the US is baseball, but 
the most popular one to watch is American football. 
On the other hand, the US is one of the few countries 
in the world where football (called “soccer” by 
Americans) is not popular at all.
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Discussion

Have you ever been to the United 
States? Would you like to visit this 
country? Why / Why not?

What can you see in pictures 2–4?

What do you know about New York 
and Los Angeles? Do you know any 
other American cities?

How many US states can you name?

Is America still an important power 
in the world?

Name some problems in the United 
States.

What is the relationship between 
your country and the US?

Choose one uS region and 
prepare a presentation 
about it.

use the internet to find more 
information about it.

Task 1

Do you recognize the 
American icons below? 

What are they?

Task 2
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