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Geography: New Zealand is an island country 
in the Pacific Ocean. It is made up of two 
main islands: the North Island and the South 
Island. The capital city is Wellington but the 
biggest city is Auckland, both located on the 
North Island. The population of New Zealand 
is around 4.9 million. But the population is not 
well spread out. About 3 million people live 
on the North Island and around 1.5 million in 
Auckland. Nowhere in New Zealand is more than 
128 kilometres from the ocean.

Political System: New Zealand is a constitutional 
monarchy and parliamentary democracy. This 
means it has a monarch (a king or queen) but also 
a prime minister and parliament. The head of state 
is Queen Elizabeth II. She is the symbolic head of 
state. New Zealand is part of the Commonwealth, 
but it is an independent country, not a British 
territory. Because the Queen lives in the UK, her 
representative in New Zealand is the governor 
general. The governor general has no real power.

History: The first people came to New Zealand 
at least 700 years ago. Polynesians settled in New 
Zealand and developed the Maori tribal culture. 
The first European to discover New Zealand was 
the Dutch navigator Abel Tasman in 1642. He did 
not land because of attacks from the Maori. 
The first European to land and map the country 
was Captain James Cook in 1769. New Zealand 
became a British colony in 1840 after the British 
and Maori signed an agreement called the Treaty 
of Waitangi. The day it was signed is now the 
country’s national day.

People: New Zealanders are known as Kiwis. 
Non-Maori, especially white “European” New 
Zealanders, are commonly known as Pakeha 
(a Maori word). From the population of 4.9 million 
people, approximately 74 per cent are Pakeha, 
14 per cent Maori, 11 per cent Asian and 7 per cent 
Pacific Islanders.

Places: Auckland is the biggest and most famous 
city. It is known as the “city of sails” because 
so many people have sailing boats. It also has 
53 volcanoes. Other famous places include 
Queenstown, with its many extreme sports, and 
the stunning Milford Sound, a fjord surrounded 
by mountains. Another famous place is Rotorua, 
where you can still see volcanic activity, mud pools 
and steam lakes.

Culture: New Zealand is well-known for its 
beautiful landscape and relaxed, outdoor lifestyle. 
It is famous for the Lord of the Rings and Hobbit 
movies which were filmed there. Notable New 
Zealanders include pop singer Lorde and actor 
Sam Neill. The most popular sport in New Zealand 
is rugby, and the All Blacks team is known around 
the world. The players perform a traditional Maori 
dance, called the haka, before every game. Maori 
culture is strong in the country and Maori is an 
official language, as well as English.

Fauna and Flora: New Zealand has a wide 
variety of landscapes, from mountains to beaches 
to farmland. It is also has many volcanoes. 
It has developed unique species because of 
its geographical isolation. It has a wide variety 
of birdlife. These include the famous kiwi, the 
national animal. There are also a lot of sheep – 
27 million. Unlike Australia, it does not have 
dangerous and venomous animals.

SolutionS
Photos: 2 Maori, 3 Milford Sound, 4 The All Blacks Rugby team; 
task 2: A hobbit, B silver fern, C kiwi
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Would you like to travel 
to new Zealand? Why or 

why not? What would you like to 
see and what sort of things should 
you try to find out before you go 
so that you are prepared? And 
what should you pack for the trip?

Task 1

Discussion

What do you already know about 
New Zealand?

What can you see in the pictures on 
the card?

Do you know any animals from New 
Zealand?

Do you know any famous people 
from New Zealand?

What kind of activities do you think 
you could do in New Zealand?

What makes New Zealand different 
from Australia?

New Zealand is very far from other 
countries. What could be advantages 
and disadvantages of this?

New Zealand has a smaller population 
than many other countries. What is 
good and bad about this?
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Do you recognize these 
objects connected with 
new Zealand?

Task 2

A B

C


