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Divergent by Veronica Roth
The tests begin after lunch. We sit at the long tables in the 
cafeteria, and the test administrators call ten names at a time, 
one for each testing room. I sit next to Caleb and across from 
our neighbor Susan… The test administrators are mostly 
Abnegation volunteers, although there is an Erudite in one of 
the testing rooms and a Dauntless in another to test those of 
us from Abnegation, because the rules state that we can’t be 
tested by someone from our own faction. The rules also say 
that we can’t prepare for the test in any way, so I don’t know 
what to expect…

Caleb’s name is called in the next group. He moves confidently 
towards the exit. I don’t need to wish him luck or assure him that 
he shouldn’t be nervous. He knows where he belongs, and as far 
as I know, he always has. My earliest memory of him is from when 
we were four years old. He scolded me for not giving my jump 
rope to a little girl on the playground who didn’t have anything 
to play with. He doesn’t lecture me often anymore, but I have his 
look of disapproval memorized.

I have tried to explain to him that my instincts are not the 
same as his—it didn’t even enter my mind to give my seat to the 
Candor man on the bus—but he doesn’t understand. “Just do 
what you’re supposed to,” he always says. It is that easy for him. It 
should be that easy for me.

An Abnegation volunteer speaks the next round of names. 
Two from Dauntless, two from Erudite, two from Amity, two from 
Candor, and then: “From Abnegation: Susan Black and Beatrice 
Prior.”

I get up because I’m supposed to, but if it were up to me, 
I would stay in my seat for the rest of time. I feel like there 
is a bubble in my chest that expands more by the second, 
threatening to break me apart from the inside. I follow Susan to 
the exit.

Track 1

Rick Riordan: The Lightning 
Thief

Look, I didn’t want to be a half-blood. If you’re reading this 
because you think you might be one, my advice is: close this 
book right now. Believe whatever lie your mom or dad told 
you about your birth, and try to lead a normal life. Being 
a half-blood is dangerous. It’s scary. Most of the time, it gets 
you killed in painful, nasty (= strašný) ways. If you’re a normal 
kid, reading this because you think it’s fiction, great. Read on. 
I envy (= závidím) you for being able to believe that none of this 
ever happened. But if you recognize yourself in these pages – 
if you feel something stirring inside (= hýbá se) – stop reading 
immediately. You might be one of us. And once you know that, 
it’s only a matter of time before they sense it too, and they’ll 
come for you. Don’t say I didn’t warn you. My name is Percy 
Jackson. I’m twelve years old. Until a few months ago, I was 
a boarding student at Yancy Academy, a private school for 
troubled (= problémové) kids in upstate (na severu státu) New 
York. Am I a troubled kid? Yeah. You could say that.
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South Dakota
Capital: Pierre
In South Dakota there is a point which is thought of as the 
geographical center of the US. It is near the city Belle Fourche.

The most famous attraction in South Dakota is Mount 
Rushmore. Carved into the side of a mountain, this majestic 
monument shows the heads of Presidents George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt. 
Created by Gutzon Borglum and his son Lincoln, the carving 
began in 1927 and was completed in 1941.

nebraska
Capital: Lincoln
Lincoln, Nebraska is the state capital and it’s named after the 16th 
US President: Abraham Lincoln. The delicious Omaha steaks and 
one of the richest people in the world, the businessman Warren 
Buffet, come from Omaha in Nebraska. Lincoln and Omaha are 
the two biggest cities in Nebraska.

Kansas
Capital: Topeka
Known for its state song, “Home on the Range” and the movie 
The Wizard of Oz, Kansas is a beautiful place.

By the way, the song mentions, “Oh give me a home where the 
buffalo roam”. However, this is incorrect. Buffalo (like water buffalo 
and Cape buffalo) are found in South Asia and Africa. Bison are 
found in North America. However, because of the song, people 
think buffalo are roaming in the Great Plains. So, in the US, the 
bison are mistakenly called buffalo and that’s just how it goes.

oklahoma
Capital: Oklahoma City
Oklahoma has a sad history. In the 1830s a lot of Native Americans 
were forced to move from their homes in the southeast of the 
country to the „Indian territory“, what’s now Oklahoma. Most 
of them went on foot, many of them died on this journey, later 
called the Trail of Tears. Today, members of over 30 tribes still live 
in Oklahoma.

Montana
Capital: Helena
Known as Big Sky Country, Montana borders Canada. It is quite 
cold there during the winter. It is the fourth largest state in the US, 
but one of the least populated due to large open spaces and the 
gorgeous Rocky Mountains. It is well known for outdoor activities 
like hiking and biking, and water sports such as fishing, canoeing, 
and kayaking. The capital, Helena, was originally known as Last 
Chance because a group of gold diggers who had lost hope 
decided to have one final dig. They found gold.

Visit Yellowstone National Park. Although the majority of 
Yellowstone is in Wyoming, you can enter the park through 
southern Montana.

Wyoming
Capital: Cheyenne
Welcome to the Wild West. Wyoming is home to rodeos, ranches 
and cowboy towns. It is one of the best states for wilderness and 
wildlife like grizzly bears, wolves, moose and golden eagles.

Visit the fantastic Yellowstone National Park and the Grand 
Teton National Park for wildlife and hot springs.

Track 3

Turtles all the Way Down by 
John green
I was eating a peanut butter and honey sandwich and drinking 
a Dr Pepper. To be honest, I find the whole process of chewing 
plants and animals and then shoving them down my esophagus 
kind of disgusting, so I was trying not to think about the fact that 
I was eating, which is a form of thinking about it.

Across the table from me, Mychal Turner was scribbling 
in a yellow-paper notebook. Our lunch table was like a long 
running play on Broadway: The cast changed over the years, but 
the roles never did. Mychal was The Artsy One. He was talking 
with Daisy Ramirez, who’d played the role of my Best and Most 
Fearless Friend since elementary school, but I couldn’t follow their 
conversation over the noise of all the others…

What was my part in this play? The Sidekick. I was Daisy’s 
Friend, or Ms. Holmes’s Daughter. I was somebody’s something.

I felt my stomach begin to work on the sandwich, and even 
over everybody’s talking, I could hear it digesting, all the bacteria 
chewing the slime of peanut butter — the students inside of me 
eating at my internal cafeteria.

“Didn’t you go to camp with him?” Daisy asked me.
“With who?”
“Davis Pickett,” she said.
“Yeah,” I said. “Why?”
“Aren’t you listening”, Daisy asked?
Mychal said, “His dad was about to be arrested for bribery 

or something, but the night before he disappeared. There’s 
a $100,000 reward out for him.”

“And you know his kid,” Daisy said.
“Knew him,” I answered.

Track 4

State by State

Listen to the recording and complete the gaps with the missing 
words.

north Dakota
Capital: Bismarck
Some say North Dakota offers the greatest sunsets due to its 
beautiful countryside.

There are six towns named Fargo in the United States. Fargo, 
North Dakota has the largest population, with over 100,000 
inhabitants. By the way, the movie Fargo takes place in Fargo, 
Minnesota.

You can visit Theodore Roosevelt National Park to see bison in 
the wild. Visitors can also hike or camp at this park to enjoy the 
natural beauty.
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Track 7

Rumspringa

Growing up is not easy for anybody. Now just imagine you are 
growing up in an Amish community. Life here is very different. 
You have to wear very simple, old fashioned clothes, and 
everyone wears the same. There is no modern technology to 
entertain you – no TV, no internet, no mobile phones – nothing. 
Youngsters here finish school when they are 13 or 14 years old. 
“Great!” you might think, but not being at school means you have 
to work. And work hard. Amish people produce everything they 
eat and use themselves, so you might be working on a farm or as 
a blacksmith.

But the Amish people know things can be difficult for their 
children. This is why they have Rumspringa. Rumspringa literally 
means “running around” in Pennsylvania Dutch, the Amish 
language, and it is a time when young people get more freedom 
than usual. What this means is different from community to 
community but generally it is a time when adults are less strict 
with younger members of the group. Rumspringa generally 
begins when someone is between 14 and 16 years old and ends 
when they choose to officially join the church, or decide to leave 
the community forever.

For a lot of Amish youngsters, not too much changes during 
Rumspringa. However, for others it can be very different. Some 
Amish teenagers choose to wear modern clothes, drive a car or 
even drink alcohol or take drugs. In some Amish communities, 
youngsters are even allowed to explore the outside world. They 
can go and live among non-Amish people, use technology and 
experience a normal life. However, most of them choose to come 
back to their families and continue living in their communities. 
What would you choose? Your family, church, hard work and no 
technology or the internet, TV and freedom but never seeing 
your family again? For most Amish youngsters, the answer is clear. 
Around 90 % choose to return to their families and the Amish way 
of life.

Track 5

The Famous irish
A: So here are some more Irish stars. Do you know any of these 

people? Colin Farrell, Oscar Wilde, Evanna Lynch and Rory 
McIlroy.

B: Hmm, OK. Colin Farrell I think I know; is he an actor?
A: Yes, that’s right. He is a 41-year-old actor from Dublin. You 

might know him from the film Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them.

B: Oh yes, I saw that. It was pretty good. OK so what about the 
next one, Oscar Wilde. I definitely know that name… Is he 
a footballer?

A: Haha no, definitely not a footballer. Oscar Wilde was a writer, 
poet and playwright. One of the greatest ever. His most 
famous work is probably The Picture of Dorian Gray.

B: Dorian who? Never heard of it! OK, who’s next?
A: Evanna Lynch.
B: Evanna Lynch. Is this another writer?
A: Nope, this one is an actress
B: What would I know her from?
A: She is most famous for being in the Harry Potter films
B: Oh, I know! Hermione!
A: No, not Hermione I’m afraid. Hermione is played by Emma 

Watson.
B: Oh, yeah, that’s right.
A: Well, I can’t remember any other girls. What about Ron’s sister?
B: Ginny? No it’s not her. Her character is called Luna Lovegood.
A: Oh yes! Luna, I remember now. “Loony” Lovegood – she’s crazy.
B: OK, last one: Rory McIlroy
A: OK, this one I definitely know. My brother is a big golf fan, and 

he loves this guy – he’s a golfer.
B: Correct! He’s one of the top golfers in the world. Well done!

Track 6

easter chocolate Mania
A: (anguished moan) Oooooooooooohhh!
B: What’s wrong?
A: Too much chocolate. I’ve eaten too much chocolate.
B: How many Easter eggs did you get this year?
A: Eight.
B: And how many have you got left?
A: Erm… Well…
B: You’ve eaten them all, haven’t you?
A: (quietly) Yes.
B: You pig! And it’s not even lunchtime yet.
A: (ashamed) I know.
B: You do realise that you’ll have to sit down with all your family 

and eat a big meal in a few hours?
A: (full of dread) I know. My mum has bought a leg of lamb; I can 

smell it cooking now.
B: (maliciously) Oooh lovely! A nice, juicy leg of lamb…
A: (moans)
B: With delicious, crispy roast potatoes…
A: (Moans more)
B: Piles of buttery vegetables…
A: (moans even more)
B: And for dessert…
A: No dessert, please, no dessert!
B: A big… rich… tasty… sweet… chocolate cake!
A: (long, despairing moan)
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M: No really, please let me carry it for you.
F: Well, OK, that’s very kind.

Now, look at the sentences for Conversation Four.

conversation Four
M: Are you alright? You don’t look well.
F: No, I’m sure I’m OK, really – just not very warm.
M: How about a hot drink?
F: That’s a good idea.

Now, look at the sentences for Conversation Five.

conversation Five
F: Good morning, can I help?
M: I think I need glasses, can’t read very easily these days.
F: Any health problems?
M: No, I’m fit and well, otherwise.

Now, look at the sentences for Conversation Six

conversation Six
M: See you on Monday then, Pip. Have a good weekend.
F: Thanks, you too. I must hurry home.
M: Are you doing anything exciting?
F: My sister’s visiting for the weekend. We may go to the 

cinema.
M: How nice! I’ll just be glad to get out of this office!

That is the end of Part Three.

Track 10

Silly or Dangerous?

YouTube challenges That go Too Far

answers

1 Stupid (extremely). Laundry detergents often contain some 
pretty bad poisons (= jedy), including ethanol and hydrogen 
peroxide (= peroxid vodíku). They can burn your mouth and 
digestive system (= trávicí soustava). Possible effects include very 
bad stomach pain, difficulty breathing and even death.
2 Stupid. This one is dangerous for several reasons. One risk 
is that the glass can break (a lot of girls have been badly cut 
this way). It can also cause pain and bruising (= modřiny). It can 
permanently damage (= poranit) your lips and skin.
3 Safe (usually). This one is not likely to hurt you, but it’s not 
completely risk-free: be careful not to overheat (= přehřát se), 
and don’t use anything stupid as a layer. Plastic bags, by the way, 
count as “stupid”.
4 Stupid. Salt makes ice even colder – 10 degrees below zero 
or lower. So the “challenge” part of this is that it hurts, a lot. The 
stupid part is that it can cause (= způsobit) very serious damage 
(= poškození) to the skin.
5 Safe. Some foods you eat this way might be disgusting, but 
tinned (= konzervované) food is sterile (=sterilní). Obviously, don’t 
do this if you have food allergies.
6 Stupid. It sounds easy enough, right? But the powdered 
cinnamon can coat (= pokrýt) your throat, make you cough, get 
into your lungs and stop you from breathing. It can cause very 
serious damage. Hundreds of people have been hospitalized and 
at least one child has died – but people are still doing it.

Track 8

Languagecert international 
english for Speakers of other 
Languages, access Level, a2

Listening part Two
You will hear some sentences. You will hear each sentence twice. 
Choose the best reply to each sentence.

Number one. Number one.
Do you know that woman?
Do you know that woman?
 
Number two. Number two.
Don’t you like the city?
Don’t you like the city?

Number three. Number three.
Can I help you?
Can I help you?

Number four. Number four.
This is my teacher, Mr Smith.
This is my teacher, Mr Smith.

Number five. Number five.
[confirming appointment] So, that’s next Tuesday at ten.
[confirming appointment] So, that’s next Tuesday at ten.

Number six. Number six.
Are you sure that’s the right number?
Are you sure that’s the right number?
 
Number seven. Number seven.
So, the party’s this Saturday, is it?
So, the party’s this Saturday, is it?

That is the end of Part Two.

Track 9

Listening part Three
You will hear some short conversations. You will hear each 
conversation twice. Choose the correct answer for each 
conversation.

conversation one
F: How’d your exam go, Jeff?
M: Badly. Sure I failed it.
F: Mine was OK – think I passed.
M: Let’s tell Mum and Dad the good news first, then.

Now, look at the sentences for Conversation Two.

conversation Two
F: She’s only five, so something with pictures.
M: This one’s got lots, very colourful, and it’s cheap.
F:  [approvingly] Mmm – nice big writing, too.
M: I’m sure she’d love it.

Now, look at the sentences for Conversation Three.

conversation Three
M: That looks heavy – let me help.
F: Don’t worry – I can manage.
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Track 12

“home on the Range”
Oh, give me a home where the buffalo roam
Where the deer and the antelope play
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word
And the skies are not cloudy all day

Home, home on the range
Where the deer and the antelope play
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word
And the skies are not cloudy all day
How often at night when the heavens are bright
with the light of those flickering stars
I stood there amazed and asked as I gazed
If their glory exceeds that of love

Home, home on the range
Where the deer and the antelope play
Where seldom is heard a discouraging word
And the skies are not cloudy all day

Track 13

“This Town”
by niall horal

Waking up to kiss you and nobody’s there
The smell of your perfume still stuck in the air
It’s hard
Yesterday I thought I saw your shadow running round
It’s funny how things never change in this old town
So far from the stars
And I want to tell you everything
The words I never got to say the first time around
And I remember everything
From when we were the children playing in this fairground
Wish I was there with you now
If the whole world was watching I’d still dance with you
Drive highways and byways to be there with you
Over and over the only truth
Everything comes back to you
I saw that you moved on with someone new
In the pub that we met he’s got his arms around you
It’s so hard
So hard
And I want to tell you everything
The words I never got to say the first time around
And I remember everything
From when we were the children playing in this fairground
Wish I was there with you now
As if the whole world was watching I’d still dance with you
Drive highways and byways to be there with you
Over and over the only truth
Everything comes back to you
You still make me nervous when you walk in the room
Them butterflies they come alive when I’m next to you
Over and over the only truth
Everything comes back to you
And I know that it’s wrong
That I can’t move on
But there’s something about you
If the whole world was watching I’d still dance with you
Drive highways and byways to be there with you
Over and over the only truth
Everything comes back to you

Track 11

Speaking card Dialogue: going 
to a party

What to Wear?
Matt: Hi Paulina. I can’t wait for the party tonight.
Paulina: Hi Matt. Me too. Do you know what you’re going to 

wear?
M: I was thinking of wearing green trousers and this red shirt. 

What do you think?
P: Matt, you’ll look like a Christmas tree.
M: Well, can you give me some fashion advice? I have no idea.
P: That’s what I’m here for. Do you have some black jeans?
M: Yes, here they are. They fit me really well and they’re 

comfortable too.
P: Perfect. You have really nice blue eyes. I think this light blue 

shirt will bring out your eyes.
M: Let me try it on… Wow! You’re right – I feel really good in this 

outfit. Do you think I should wear a tie?
P: Matt, it’s a party with friends, not a ball! You can wear casual 

clothes. What about your grey hoodie?
M: Okay, I’ll put it on. What do you think?
P: You look really good. That blue suits you and those trousers 

(BrE) fit you perfectly. What shoes are you going to wear?
M: Maybe my new trainers? I don’t know if they go with these 

pants (AmE) though.
P: They go really well; you should wear them.
M: Thanks. I’m ready now, but what are you wearing?
P: I brought a few options. The first one is this red dress…
M: Paulina, I’m not a fashion expert, but I don’t think red suits 

you; you have pale skin.
P: Well, I have this green dress. What do you think?
M: The colour looks great. Try it on.
P: Okay… what do you think?
M: The colour is beautiful on you. But, the cut doesn’t suit you so 

well.
P: I thought the same. This is my last option: it’s a plain black 

dress.
M: Now that looks amazing! Paulina, you look like a movie star.
P: Thanks Matt, I guess the little black dress is always a classic.
M: Agreed. But what shoes are you going to wear?
P: What about these pink ballet flats? I love them.
M: Why don’t you keep it simple? Those shoes don’t match your 

black dress.
P: Yes, you’re right… I have these cute black pumps (= lodičky). 

They aren’t so formal.
M: I think you’re ready. You look great.
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For all your beautiful traits, and the way you do it with ease
For all my flaws, paranoia, and insecurities
I’ve made mistakes, and made some choices that’s hard to deny
After the storm, something was born on the fourth of July
Our past days were the fun, this end game is the one
With four words on the tip of my tongue, I’ll never say
I don’t wanna touch you (I don’t wanna be)
Just another ex-love (You don’t wanna see)
I don’t wanna miss you (I don’t wanna miss you)
Like the other girls do
I don’t wanna hurt you (I just wanna be)
Drinkin’ on a beach with (You all over me)
I know what they all say
But I ain’t tryna play
I wanna be your end game
I wanna be your first string
I wanna be your A-Team
I wanna be your end game, end game
Big reputation, big reputation
Ooh you and me we got big reputations, ahh
And you heard about me, ooh
I got some big enemies
Big reputation, big reputation
Ooh you and me would be a big conversation, ahh
And I heard about you, ooh
You like the bad ones too
I hit you like bang
We tried to forget it, but we just couldn’t
And I bury hatchets but I keep maps of where I put ‘em
Reputation precedes me, they told you I’m crazy
I swear I don’t love the drama, it loves me
And I can’t let you go, your hand prints on my soul
It’s like your eyes are liquor, it’s like your body is gold
You’ve been calling my bluff on all my usual tricks
So here’s the truth from my red lips
I wanna be your end game
I wanna be your first string
I wanna be your A-Team
I wanna be your end game, end game
I wanna be your end game
I wanna be your first string 
I wanna be your A-Team 
I wanna be your end game, end game

You still make me nervous when you walk in the room
Them butterflies they come alive when I’m next to you
Over and over the only truth
Everything comes back to you

Track 14

“end game”
By Taylor Swift featuring Future and ed 
Sheeran

I wanna be your end game
I wanna be your first string
I wanna be your A-Team
I wanna be your end game, end game
Big reputation, big reputation
Ooh you and me we got big reputations, ah
And you heard about me, ooh
I got some big enemies
Big reputation, big reputation
Ooh you and me would be a big conversation, ah
And I heard about you, ooh
You like the bad ones too
You so dope, don’t overdose
I’m so stoked, I need a toast
We do the most
I’m in the Ghost like I’m whippin’ a boat
I got a reputation girl, that don’t precede me
I’m one call away, whenever you need me
I’m in a G5
Come to the A side
I got a bad boy persona that’s what they like
You love it
I love it too ’cause you my type
You hold me down and I protect you with my life
I don’t wanna touch you (I don’t wanna be)
Just anther ex-love (You don’t wanna see)
I don’t wanna miss you (I don’t wanna miss you)
Like the other girls do
I don’t wanna hurt you (I just wanna be)
Drinkin’ on a beach with (You all over me)
I know what they all say (I know what they all say)
But I ain’t tryna play
I wanna be your end game
I wanna be your first string
I wanna be your A-Team
I wanna be your end game, end game
Knew it when I was young
We connected when we were little bit older
Both sprung, I got issues and chips on both of my shoulders
Reputation precedes me, in rumors I’m knee deep
The truth is it’s easier to ignore it, believe me
Even when we’d argue, we don’t do it for long
And you understand the good and bad, end up in the song

6


