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Konference LET’s MOTIVATE
MSMT – 21696/2015-1

23/11 Friday Let’s Motivate Hradec Králové Pedagogická fakulta – budova F 
(Víta Nejedlého 573)

24/11 Saturday Let’s Motivate Praha Malostranské gymnázium, 
Josefská 7, Praha 1

23. 11. 2018 Hradec Králové
registration 12:00–12:25 PRIMARY SECONDARY

1 SEMINAR 12:30–13:15 National Geographic Learning – Mona Siksek
Teachers IMPACT Lives

PLENARY

2 SEMINAR 13:30–14:15 Bridge Publishing House – 
Mariel Tavakoli
Putting Pen to Paper: Quick 
and Fun Writing Warmups

Bear Theatre – 
David Fisher
What can we do 
to change the 
atmosphere in the 
classroom?

3 SEMINAR 14:45–15:30 Bear Theatre – David Fisher
Music for atmosphere, 
music for fun in the 
Primary classroom

Bridge Publishing 
House – 
Mariel Tavakoli
Inspired Writing for 
Maturita Preparation

4 SEMINAR 15:45–16:30 National Geographic Learning – Mona Siksek
Let’s get talking !!

FINAL 
SPEECH



Mariel Tavakoli
Mariel Tavakoli is originally 
from the United States and 
holds a Master’s in Applied 
Linguistics and Second 
Language Acquisition from 
the University of Oxford, 
Department of Education. 
She has taught English to 
students from 2–19 years 
old in the Czech Republic 
over the past 5 years, with a focus on writing both 
in the classroom and in preparation for studying 
in the United States or United Kingdom. Mariel 
has also worked as a writer and editor of English 
language curriculum materials and numerous 
online publications about study abroad, travel, and 
marketing. She continues to work as a teacher of 
EFL and exam preparation.

PRIMARY

Putting Pen to Paper: Quick and Fun 
Writing Warmups
Writing is a great way to focus your students and 
get their brains in gear for a successful lesson. This 
seminar will introduce a variety of quick, individual 
and group writing activities to engage your 
classroom and develop their writing skills. Even 
with 10-minutes, you’ll learn how to captivate your 
students with fun writing exercises, inspired by 
authentic English. Then watch as new vocabulary 
or grammar jumps from the texts of Bridge, Gate, 
or R+R to their pages as you incorporate these 
warmups into your lesson plans.

SECONDARY

Inspired Writing for Maturita 
Preparation
Add some fun to Maturita writing preparation 
using your monthly Bridge magazine! In this 
seminar, you’ll learn creative ways to springboard 
from the text into a writing task that develops 
your students’ skills for the exam and beyond. 
From different stages of the writing process to 
feedback tips and tricks, we’ll focus on the lessons 
your students need to learn for success when 
writing in English, and how to teach and motivate 
them through the articles they already love.

Mona 
Siksek
Mona Siksek 
is a teacher, 
teacher 
trainer, and 
examiner with 
over 30 years’ 
working in the 
ELT industry 
in one form or 
another. Having gained a bachelor’s 
degree in Liberal Arts, she went on 
to gain a master’s degree in TEFL 
from St. Michael’s College in Vermont, 
USA. Born in Beirut, Lebanon, Mona 
is currently based in Greece and 
her own experiences of learning 
a second language, her vast teaching 
experience, along with her recent 
experience of teaching refugees, has 
provided her with invaluable insight 
into the difficulties and aspirations 
of teachers as well as learners of 
multicultural backgrounds.

Teachers IMPACT Lives
Teachers are faced with different 
challenges every day. Teaching 
methodology is changing, but so are 
students. In this seminar, we will see 
how National Geographic Learning’s 
IMPACT helps teachers guide teenagers 
to become autonomous learners by 
encouraging self-expression, global 
citizenship and active participation.

Let’s get talking !!
Authentic material can only trigger 
students’ curiosity and feed their 
imagination. In this seminar, we 
will see how National Geographic 
Learning’s Close-up, brings English 
to life through spectacular National 
Geographic photography and facts 
that are carefully selected to 
appeal to the inquisitive minds of 
students. This can only enhance self-
expression, collaboration and success 
in real-life context.
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David Fisher
Bear Theatre is partner of 
the conference with David 
Fisher as their speaker. David 
Fisher has been doing drama 
and incorporation of drama 
and its techniques into 
English lesson for more than 
twenty years. Connecting 
teaching English and acting 
methods is a unique tool 
which is useful for all 
students and teachers.

PRIMARY

Music for atmosphere, 
music for fun in the 
Primary classroom
Music plays a large role in 
all of our lives and there are 
not many teachers who do 

not use music and songs 
as a part of their regular 
teaching. However, music 
can be used in different 
ways. This workshop will 
introduce some new ideas 
for how music can be used 
in the classroom for games, 
for scenes and for creating 
a very special atmosphere.

SECONDARY

What can we do 
to change the 
atmosphere in the 
classroom?
We know that the learning 
environment can affect the 
process of teaching and 
learning. However, many 
schools and classrooms do 

not seem to 
provide an 
environment 
that is 
supportive 
to learning. 
They are 
often 
oppressive, 
static, full 
of furniture 
and even dull and with bad 
accoustic. There is not too 
much that teachers can do 
to change the places they 
teach in, but there are some 
things. And creating a good 
environment for learning is 
a difficult but interesting 
part of our job as teachers.


