
WELCOME TO THE SEMINAR

WHEN YOU HAVE 
FIVE MINUTES LEFT
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JOSEF ŠORM
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• Studied English and history at 
Charles University in Prague

• Taught at primary and secondary 
schools during and after 
university

• Working at Bridge Publishing 
House since 2009



WHEN YOU HAVE FIVE MINUTES LEFT

• seminar on using magazines for 
short and fun activities

• materials used: RR magazine, 
CD, CD player, flash cards, your 
own smartphone with an 
internet connection
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AIM IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT

• activities are limited by short 
time, flexibility, usability

• aims of the activities are general:

• bolstering listening | speaking | 
writing | reading skills

• possible to use as a packed 
lesson full of short activities as 
well
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USING RR MAGAZINE

• RR magazine

• September 2018

• pages 14–15 

• The Graveyard Book, Part 1
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THE GRAVEYARD BOOK

• Neil Gaiman

• English author

• *1960
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SPEAKING: GUESSING

• students guess what he writes 
about about and what his books 
are about
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• short fiction, graphic novels, comic books

• mystery, fantasy, sci-fi
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SPEAKING: GUESSING THE STORY

• Look at the two pages and guess 
what the story is about.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• ghosts

• baby

• strange man

• dangerous man

• graveyard

• vampire
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READING: SKIMMING

• reading quickly to get the 
meaning of the story

• limited time (30-60 seconds)

• write six key words

• e.g.: graveyard | baby | ghost | 
dead  | to kill
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• A baby comes to a graveyard.

• A man kills the baby’s parents.

• A man wants the baby.

• Ghosts help the baby.
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READING: SCANNING

• reading quickly to find specific 
information

• limited time (30-60 seconds)

• e.g.: What is the name of the 
man in black? | What is “the 
freedom of the graveyard”?
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Silas • The freedom of the 
graveyard lets you see in 
the dark, walk through 

walls, and “fade”.
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SPEAKING: STORYTELLING 
MERRY-GO-ROUND

• one student says one sentence 
about the story, another 
continues
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• A man kills some parents.

• Their baby comes to the 
graveyard.

• Ghosts save the baby.

• Ghosts adopt the baby.

• The man still looks for the baby.
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SPEAKING PAIR WORK: DESCRIBING PICTURE

• One student describes one 
panel, the other one guesses 
which one it is.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• There are six ghosts and one baby in the picture.

• The ghosts are talking about the baby.
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SPEAKING PAIR WORK: DESCRIBING A 
CHARACTER

• One student describes one 
character, the other one 
guesses which one it is.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• I have a hat.

• My clothes are brown.
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SPEAKING PAIR WORK: WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
NEXT?

• students discuss / write what 
will happen next
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• The baby will grow up.

• The dangerous man will find 
the baby.

• The baby will become a 
ghost.

• The baby will meet new 
people.
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WRITING: THE BOY WRITES A DIARY FIVE 
YEARS LATER

• Students write a few sentences 
in a character’s fictional diary.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• I live in a graveyard.

• All my friends are ghosts.

• My parents are ghosts as 
well.

• I can see in the dark.

• I can walk through walls.

• I can fade so living people 
can't see me.
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WRITING: SILAS WRITES AN EMAIL TO HIS 
FRIEND

• Students write a few sentences in 
a character’s email to his friend.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Hi, Dracula, I hope you are fine and well. Guess what 
happened – I have a baby now. It is not my baby but I saved 
it from a bad man. The man killed the baby's parents. Now 
the baby lives with us in the graveyard. He is very cute and 

smart. Looking forward to seeing you, Silas.
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WRITING: LISTING ITEMS FROM THE STORY

• students list different items

• colours

• things

• people

• new vocabulary
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS: COLOURS

• black

• brown

• grey

• white

• purple

• yellow
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WRITING: REWRITE A DIALOGUE AS SMS 
MESSAGES

• students choose a dialogue 
from the story and rewrite it as 
an SMS chat
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS 
Silas and the dangerous man

• Hi Silas! – Hi dangerous man! What's up?

• I need the baby  - No, sorry go away! Forget about it! 

• Ok fine, bye! – Bye, dangerous man!
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READING: SECRET CHARACTER

• Each student chooses a 
character (including the 
narrator) from the story and 
then the whole class reads 
together out loud.
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POSSIBLE OUTCOME:

ABSOLUTE 

CHAOS!!!
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READING: QUESTIONING

• One student in a pair turns 
statements into a question and 
the other one answers.

• They take turns.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Is the baby safe now? – Yes, he is.

• Can we be his mum and dad? – Yes, you can.

• Will you help our baby? – Yes, we will.
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SPEAKING: DIALOGUE

• Students in pairs roleplay 
characters with opposing views 
and try to persuade each other
about their argument.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS
Silas and other ghosts

• We have to save the baby. – But he is alive.

• I am also alive. – But you are also dead.

• I will be his guardian. – OK, the baby can stay.
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SPEAKING: SILLY GUESSING

• Show students the Question 
Card and let them decide who 
would be baby’s friend when he 
grows up and why.

• Skill: describing pictures 
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• The girl in the purple dress because she likes music.

• The girl in the red t-shirt because she likes bananas.

• The boy in the blue sweater because he likes to play ball games.
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LISTENING: DICTOGLOSS

• Explain what key words are.

• Tell students to write five key 
words from the listening.

• Play the listening, compare the 
key words.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• baby

• man

• to find

• to hide

• graveyard

• ghosts
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LISTENING: DESCRIBING SHORT PARTS

• Play short parts of the listening.

• Students describe what is 
happening.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• An unusual thing happens.

• A baby comes to the graveyard.

• People (ghosts) don't know where his parents are.

www.bridge-online.sk 46



LISTENING: FINDING THE RIGHT PICTURE

• Play any short part of the 
listening.

• Students need to find the 
picture connected to the 
listening.
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...AAAAAND

THAT'S IT!
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PRESENTATION AVAILABLE 
TO DOWNLOAD

www.bridge-online.cz/sk/akcia
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JOSEF ŠORM

JOSEF.SORM@BRIDGE-ONLINE.CZ

+420 241 445 735 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PATIENCE

HERE'S YOUR REWARD:
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