
WELCOME TO THE SEMINAR

WHO'S AFRAID OF 
THE CLASSICS?
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JOSEF ŠORM
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• Studied English and history at 
Charles University in Prague

• Taught at primary and secondary 
schools during and after 
university

• Working at Bridge Publishing 
House since 2009



WHO'S AFRAID OF THE CLASSICS?

• A seminar on using classic 
stories for short and fun 
activities

• Materials used: BRIDGE
magazine, CD, CD player, flash 
card, your own smart phone 
with an internet connection
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AIM IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT

• Activities are limited by flexibility
and usability

• Aims of the activities are 
general:

• Bolstering listening | speaking | 
writing | reading skills

• Possible to use as a packed 
lesson full of short activities as 
well
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USING BRIDGE MAGAZINE

• Bridge magazine

• September 2018

• Pages 32-33

• The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde
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DR JEKYLL AND MR HYDE

• Robert Louis Stevenson

• Scottish author

• *1850
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SPEAKING: GUESSING BASED ON COVER

• Students guess what the novella 
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde is about
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• An evil man / magic / a monster / murder
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SPEAKING: GUESSING THE STORY

• Look quickly at the two pages 
and guess what the story is 
about.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• 19th century 

• England

• friends

• a scientist

• murder

• suicide
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READING: SKIMMING

• Reading quickly to get the gist 
of the story.

• Limited time (30-60 seconds).

• Write ten key words:

e.g.: scientist| Dr Jekyll | Mr Hyde | 
evil | kill | dead | potion | desire | 
violent | change
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• two friends meet Hyde

• Hyde kills a man

• Hyde kills himself

• Jekyll is Hyde
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READING: SCANNING

• Reading quickly to find specific 
information.

• Limited time (30-60 seconds).

• Example tasks: Who does Hyde 
kill? | What is Jekyll's 
profession?
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Sir Danvers, a member of 
Parliament

• a scientist

www.bridge-online.sk 17



SPEAKING: STORYTELLING LADDER

• One student says one sentence 
about the story, another 
continues.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Two friends visit Dr Jekyll.

• Mr Hyde kills Sir Danvers.

• Mr Hyde kills himself.

• Two friends read Jekyll's 
letter.

• Dr Jekyll created a potion to 
become Mr Hyde.
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SPEAKING PAIR WORK: DESCRIBING A 
PICTURE

• One student describes one 
panel, the other one guesses 
which one it is.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• There is a man lying on the floor, he has blood on his shirt 
and a pistol in his hand.

• Two men are in the room, running towards him.
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SPEAKING PAIR WORK: DESCRIBING A 
CHARACTER

• One student describes one 
character, the other guesses 
which it is.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• I have a moustache and brown hair.

• I wear a jacket, a tie and a white shirt.
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SPEAKING PAIR WORK: 
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN NEXT?

• Students discuss or write what 
would or could happen next.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• The police investigate.

• Enfield finds the recipe for 
the potion. 

• Gabriel finds out and wants 
to tell police.

• Enfield runs away and 
becomes Hyde forever.
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WRITING: HYDE WRITES A DIARY

• Students write a few sentences 
in Mr Hyde's fictional diary.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• I love being evil. I enjoy all my dark desires. People are so 
weak and scared all the time but I am so free. I can be 

myself, with no restraints, only my desires. I hate everyone 
and I will not stop until I spread pain to the whole world.
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WRITING: JEKYLL WRITES A LETTER TO HIS 
FRIEND

• Students write a few sentences 
in a fictional letter from Jekyll to 
his friend Gabriel Utterson.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Dear Gabriel. Thank you for your letter. I want to assure you 
that Mr Hyde is a perfectly fine young man – perhaps a 

little wild, but that's all. You don't have to worry about him 
at all. If you want to meet him in person and see for 

yourself that I speak the truth, I will be happy to arrange a 
meeting.
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WRITING: LISTING DIFFERENCES

• Students make a list of what 
would be different if the story 
took place today, not in the 
1870s:

• people

• clothing

• technology

• morality
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• People don't wear hats and wear different shirts.

• There would be more people from different parts of the 
world in the street.

• Sexual morality is far more relaxed than in the 1870s.
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WRITING: REWRITE A DIALOGUE AS SMS 
MESSAGES

• Students choose a dialogue 
from the story and rewrite it as 
an SMS chat.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS 
UTTERSON AND ENFIELD

• Hi Gabriel! What's up? – Fine, just going to Henry’s

• He’s been hanging with this bloke Hyde, watch out! – Nah 
Henry's fine!

• Holy s**t you were right!!! Hyde's really bad.
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READING: SECRET PARAGRAPH

• Students work in pairs. 

• One chooses a paragraph from 
the article and retells the 
content to their partner.

• The partner identifies which 
paragraph it is.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• The text describes Dr Jekyll’s motivation for splitting 
himself into two personalities. He also describes a new 

society.

• Jekyll's future vision
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READING: QUESTIONING

• Students work in pairs. 

• Each asks their partner 
questions based on the text.

• The partner looks for the 
answer in the text.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Where did the idea for the story come from? – From a 
dream.

• What does Hyde do to a girl in the street and why? – He 
knocks her down because she is in his way.
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SPEAKING: SPLIT PERSONALITY

• Students work in pairs.

• One roleplays Jekyll (the 
gentleman) and the other Hyde 
(the hedonist).

• They debate the morality of topics 
or events in the real world. 

e.g. murder | democracy | education | 
ecology | the US elections | tsunami | 
scientific discoveries | iPhone
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS
environment

• Dr Jekyll: We must protect the environment not only for 
future generations but also for ourselves. If we destroy our 
environment animals will die and the air will be polluted.

• Mr Hyde: The environment does not matter as long as it 
does not stand in my way. If it does I will destroy it.

www.bridge-online.sk 39



SPEAKING: SILLY DIALOGUE

• Show students the Maturita
card and let them think about 
which subjects Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde would have likes as kids 
and why.

• In pairs, students roleplay “the 
school-age Jekyll and Hyde” 
discussing where they want to 
study and why.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• Dr Jekyll: My favourite subject is chemistry because I want 
to be a scientist and I like science.

• Mr Hyde: My favourite subject is sport because I have so 
much anger and I can let it out playing games.
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LISTENING: DICTOGLOS

• Explain what key words are.

• Tell students to write ten key 
words from the listening.

• Play the listening, then compare 
the key words.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• 19th century 

• England

• friends

• a scientist

• murder

• suicide
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LISTENING: DESCRIBING SHORT PARTS

• Play short parts of the listening.

• Students describe what is 
happening.
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POSSIBLE ANSWERS

• At first, they don’t hear about Mr Hyde.

• Then a terrible thing happens.

• Enfield tells Gabriel that Mr Hyde killed an MP.
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LISTENING: FINDING THE RIGHT PICTURE

• Play any short part of the 
listening.

• Students need to find the 
picture connected to listening.
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TONS OF OTHER EXERCISES

• For more tips you can use the 
whole LESSON PLAN provided in 
Teacher's File.
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...AAAAAND

THAT'S IT!

www.bridge-online.sk 50



PRESENTATION AVAILABLE 
TO DOWNLOAD

www.bridge-online.cz/sk/akcia
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JOSEF ŠORM

JOSEF.SORM@BRIDGE-ONLINE.CZ

+420 241 445 735 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PATIENCE

HERE'S YOUR REWARD:
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