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GRAMMAR FIXER: VERB CAN
In this Grammar Fixer we are going to look at the verb can. Use the article “The Healthy Vegan” on p. 8.

TEACHERS’ FILE
This Teachers’ File (TF) contains grammar, a lesson plan and activities based on  
the magazine and the CD. The TF, along with the recording scripts, is available for 
online users. Registration password: london.

JANUARY–FEBRUARY 05–06 / 2020

1

ABILITY, PERMISSION, ASKING FOR THINGS

SENTENCES WITH CAN

We can do this… with memes*!

Can is a modal verb. It has different uses: for ability, for permission, 
and asking for things. 

I can speak English. Can you jump further than four metres? = ABILITY

You can go to the cinema with your friend. Can I go to the toilet, please? 
= PERMISSION

Can I have a Coke please? = ASKING FOR THINGS

*GLOSSARY
meme – a picture,  
a video, a short text 
etc. that people send 
quickly from one to 
another. They often 
change them a little bit 
and make them funny.

WARNING! Sometimes, teachers make “jokes” about this. 
These jokes are not funny. 

Can I go to the toilet? = Permission

I don’t know, can you? = Ability

(This “joke” is a favourite for teachers. It is very annoying.)

To make a sentence with can, we use I / you / he / she / we / they + can + infinitive.
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Be Careful! 
You cannot / can’t go means It is not possible to go. It does not mean It is possible to not go.  
(You can use don’t have to for this.)
Mum: You can go, or you can stay.
Child: I don’t want to go.
Mum: It’s OK, you cannot go. 
	 It’s OK, you don’t have to go. 
 It’s OK, you can stay. 
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QUESTIONS

1  To make a yes-or-no question, we put can at the beginning.

2  To make a “question word” question with who, what, where, when etc.,  
      we put can after the question word.

For a “question word” question with how many etc., we put can after the question word and the object  
(if there is one). 

How many can you eat? 
How many dumplings can you eat?   
How many can you eat dumplings? 

When can we go to the cinema?

Note: Only cats in 

memes can say “I can 

has…?”

NEGATIVES

To make a negative, we use cannot or can’t.
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GRAMMAR CHECKER

Are these sentences and questions for ability (A) or permission (P)?

a Parents often say that their children can’t go vegetarian. 
b Can you get everything you need from a vegan diet?
c You can get calcium from many plant foods.
d I am a Muslim, so I can’t eat pork. 
e I can’t eat meat. It makes me ill.

Write the questions using can. (More than one answer may be possible.)

TASK 1

TASK 2

TASK 3

Look at the pictures and verbs. Make question-and-answer sentences using can and the verb.

Example: Can he swim? No, he can’t swim.

a Q: __________________________________________

    A: Yes, I can hear you.

b Q: __________________________________________

    A: No, not French, but I can speak English  
         and German.

c Q: __________________________________________

    A: No. You must wait for the end of the lesson.

d Q: __________________________________________

    A: Yes, but come home before 6pm. 

e Q: __________________________________________

   A: You can have three or four biscuits, not more.

a penguins, fly
Q: ____________________________________________
A: ____________________________________________

b polar bears, swim
Q: ____________________________________________
A: ____________________________________________

c monkey, take selfies
Q: ____________________________________________
A: ____________________________________________

d Justin Bieber, sing
Q: ____________________________________________
A: ____________________________________________

e can-can dancers, dance a can-can
Q: ____________________________________________
A: ____________________________________________
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Work with some friends to finish the crossword puzzle.

All the words are somewhere in the January–February 2020 issue of RR. Look at sentences 1–20 and think 
about where the answers can be. Across words go from left to right. Down words go from top to bottom.  
The number of letters is in brackets, like this (7). Two numbers, e.g. (3, 9), means there are two words (write 
two-word answers likethis).

1 A place where hot water shoots out of the ground 
 and into the air (6)
4 The first people in New Zealand (or their language) (5)
7 Better for the environment (7)
8 The month between February and April (5)
11 A square of cloth for blowing your nose (12)
12 A small, salty fish that’s good on pizzas (7)
14 Your body being hot because you are ill (5)
17 Below the sea, for example (10)
18 The stage name of Ella Yelich-O’Connor (5)
19 A little person with hairy feet (Bilbo Baggins,  
 for example) (6)
20 Plants that grow in the ocean (7)

2 This animated farm animal is white, fluffy,  
 and very clever! (5, 3, 5)
3 A shorter word for vegetarian (or vegetable) (6)
5 A bird that cannot fly but is very good at 
 swimming (7)
6 An animal that kills and eats other animals (8)
9 Tasty presents for Valentine’s Day  
 (or any other day!) (10)
10 When there are 366 days, and not 365 (4, 4)
13 It costs nothing (4)
15 To make a sound like “Atishoo!” (6)
16 To ask someone to marry you  
 (to be your husband or wife) (7)

THE GREAT BIG CROSSWORD OF THE ISSUE

ACROSS
DOWN

1 2

3

4

5 6

7 8 9

10

11

12 13

14

15 16

17

18

19

20
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WARM-UP 
Handout A

PUZZLE / HOMEWORK
Handout E

PRE-READING
Handout B

READING
p. 7, Handout B

5–10 MINS

10 MINS

15–20 MINS

VOCABULARY, PRONUNCIATION

VOCABULARY

READING, SPEAKING, VOCABULARY

READING, SPEAKING, VOCABULARY, WRITING

1 Whole Class
Write Valentine’s Day on the board. Ask the students: 
What is it?; When is it? Ask the students to write as 
many words connected with Valentine’s Day as possible 
(e.g. love, friends, valentine cards, hearts, red and pink, 
flowers). Write them on the board. Don’t give them any 
extra words yet. 

2 Individual Work / Pair Work
Ask the students to do the exercise in Handout A. They 
can work individually or in pairs. Check their answers as  
a class. Practise the pronunciation.

Pair Work 
Give the students Handout C. Ask them to do the exercise 
in pairs. Then check the answers as a class. 

1 Group Work
Divide the class into groups. Give each group one of the 
two poems from Activity 1 in Handout D. Ask them to read 
the poem and choose the right words from the box to 
finish the poem. 

2 Whole Class
When the groups are ready ask them to read their poems 
to the rest of the class. Compare the answers. Decide 
what the correct answers are. Then ask the groups to do 
Activity 2. Check the answers as a class.

This task revises the vocabulary students have learnt 
during the lesson. It can be given as an extra task to those 
students who finish earlier or as homework, depending on 
how much time is left at the end of the lesson.

Pair Work
Give the students Handout B. Ask them to answer the 
questions in pairs. Don’t give them the answers yet. When 
they have finished, check their ideas.

1 Group Work
Divide the class into three groups. Have each group read 
one of the three parts of the article together (“Why do 
people celebrate Valentine’s Day?”; “Which countries 
celebrate Valentine’s Day?”; “How do people celebrate 
Valentine’s Day?”). They should work together to look up 
and translate any unfamiliar words and make sure they 
understand the whole paragraph before continuing. Walk 
around the class, monitor their work and help them if 
necessary.

LEVEL: A1–A2 TIME: 45 mins 
LESSON AIMS 
Students will be able to:
•	 talk about Valentine’s Day
•	 use vocabulary and phrases related to this tradition
TOPIC: Valentine’s Day
MATERIALS: “The Day of Love” (p. 7); CD Track 4, January–February Recording Scripts, Handouts

SOLUTIONS    See page 12.

LESSON PLAN                                             THE DAY OF LOVE

5 MINS

LISTENING   
CD Track 4, Handout C

POEMS   
Handout D

5 MINS

10 MINS

LISTENING, VOCABULARY

READING, VOCABULARY

2 Group Work / Whole Class
Ask the groups to look at Handout B again. Each group 
should prepare answers to questions on the topic that 
they have just read about. Ask each group to present their 
answers to the class. The rest of the class should write 
the correct answers down. 
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HANDOUTS 

HANDOUT A 

HANDOUT B

Read the words. Which words are connected with Valentine’s Day? Circle them.

6

Work in pairs. Can you answer the questions? 

Valentine’s Day

VALENTINE’S DAY

love

a tree

kisses

friends green
chocolate

a snowman

pink valentine cards

red eggs
hearts

flowers turkey

Which holidays are the other words connected with?

Questions Answers

1 When is the day?

2 Why is it called 
Valentine’s Day?

3 What presents do 
people give each other?

4 Which countries 
celebrate Valentine’s Day?

5 Do children celebrate 
Valentine’s Day? 
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HANDOUT C                                 CD Track 4

HANDOUT D

7

Work in pairs. Listen to sentences 1–6 (CD Track 4). Write down the answers.

1   a _  _  _  _

2   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

3   a _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  

4   _  _  _  _

5   _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 

6   _  _  _  _  _  _

Activity 1

Work in groups. Read the two poems. Choose the right words in the boxes and finish the poems. 

POEM 1

1 ____________________ are red 
2 ____________________ are blue 
3 ____________________ are sweet 
And so are you

And so is the one 
That sent you this 
And when we meet 
We’ll have a kiss

carnations
sunflower 
violets  
roses 
snowdrop 

POEM 2

4 ____________________ is brown 
5 ____________________ are red 
If you are not my Valentine 
I’ll ask that other girl/boy instead

flowers
hearts 
chocolate
trees 

Activity 2

Read the two poems again. Decide what each poem is about. Write the numbers 1 or 2.

A If you don’t love me, I will love another girl / boy.   Poem _________

B You are great and I am, too. I love you.     Poem _________
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VALENTINE’S DAY SUDOKU
Write the right words in the sudoku puzzle.  
There must be all nine words in every row, column and mini-grid.
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HANDOUT E

Write the right word under each picture. 

sweets cards red love roses purple

roses kisses pink

kisses roses cards hearts

kisses cards sweets pink hearts

sweets hearts pink

roses love red hearts

sweets pink love kisses

love red cards

purple red hearts roses love sweets

a a a

a a
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ACTIVITIES 

AT THE DOCTOR’S                                 pp. 4–5

LORDE                                 pp. 24–25

READING, VOCABULARY, WRITING

LISTENING, READING, VOCABULARY, WRITING

What are the missing words? Write them in the puzzle. Read the grey boxes to finish the joke. 

Listen to the song “Royals”. Put the lines in the right order. Write numbers 1–7 to the boxes. 

Read the song lyrics and vocabulary in the Recording Scripts (online).

	Let me live that fantasy

	We crave* a different kind of buzz*

	And baby I’ll rule (I’ll rule, I’ll rule, I’ll rule)

	It don’t* run in our blood*

	And we’ll never be royals

	That kind of lux* just ain’t* for us

	Let me be your ruler, you can call me Queen Bee

1 He’s blowing his .............................................................................................................................. .

2 She’s holding his stomach. He’s ................................................................................................ .

3 He’s holding his face. He’s got ................................................................................................... .

4 She needs to take this .................................................................................................................. .

5 She’s got a cut hand. She’s got a ....................................................................... on her hand. 

6 He’s got a fever. He needs to go to ........................................................................................... .

7 She feels very hot. She’s got a .................................................................................................... .

1 N
2 S
3 T
4 M
5 B
6 H
7 T

*GLOSSARY
crave – want 
buzz – feeling of being excited 
blood – the red liquid that is in the 
bodies of people and animals
don’t – doesn’t
lux – luxury
ain’t – isn’t

A  JOKE 

Patient:  Doctor, sometimes I feel like I’m invisible.

Doctor:   
W h t t ?
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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS                                 pp. 14–15, CD Track 15

MAUI’S FISH                                 p. 36, CD Track 16

READING, LISTENING, VOCABULARY

READING, LISTENING, VOCABULARY

Read and listen to the comic strip (CD Track 15). Who does what? Draw lines to match the start and end 
of each sentence.

Read and listen to the comic strip (CD Track 16). Read the sentences. What happens first? What 
happens next? Write numbers in the boxes.

1 Gulliver A shows Gulliver the academy.

2 The King of Laputa B take the ship.

3 A ship from England C is floating in the sky.

4 Science D are trying to make food from poo.

5 Some pirates E finds Gulliver at sea.

6 The scientists F makes Laputa float.

7 The island G makes a camp on the beach.

1 Maui can’t go fishing with his brothers.

Maui and his brothers see the big fish.

Maui shows himself to his brothers.

Maui’s brothers try to help him pull the fish.

The fish and the canoe become New Zealand.

Maui hides in the boat.

Maui says that the fish is really, really big.

Maui starts fishing.

Maui feels a fish biting his hook.
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THE MYSTERY OF THE HAUNTED THEATRE                                 p. 23, CD Track 14

READING, WRITING, VOCABULARY, SPEAKING

Activity 1
Read and listen to the conversation (CD Track 14).  
The detective is talking to the theatre manager, Beverly Mirren.

Note for Teachers
Each issue of this school year’s RR magazine contains part of the mystery story. This is a flexible 
activity series which you can use as much or as little as you wish. There are three parts to each issue:

1 The article in the magazine (a bit of the story and one or two puzzles). Students can complete these 
entirely on their own, or together as a class. Students can solve the puzzles even if they haven’t 
completed previous parts of the story. Students who read all parts and solve all the puzzles will be 
able to use the clues to solve the mystery at the end of the school year.

2 A dialogue between the detective and another character, recorded by native speakers, which can be 
used as a listening or role-playing exercise. It is not necessary to do the article activities in order to use 
these dialogues, but they will be more interesting if the students have done the article first.

3 A writing activity. Students should do the article and/or the dialogue before doing this activity. It does 
not need to be done every time.

Detective: Hello, Ms Mirren.

Beverly: Please call me Beverly. How can I help you, detective?

Detective: I want to ask some questions about the ghost.

Beverly: Please, no. I don’t want to talk about the ghost any more. There isn’t a ghost. The theatre is 
completely safe.

Detective: What do you think is happening?

Beverly: I think two people got hurt by accident and told everyone that it was a ghost. Then that 
journalist wrote a bad article about my theatre. That photo of the ghost wasn’t real. Then that 
man had a panic attack and thought he saw a ghost, too. Now no one wants to come to the 
theatre because they’re afraid.

Detective: I’m sorry. Is the theatre OK?

Beverly: No. Not many people are buying tickets now. We don’t have enough money. I hope people stop 
talking about the ghost soon, or I might have to sell the theatre.

Detective: Oh, no... Does someone want to buy it?

Beverly: Yes. A big company wants to build a shopping centre here. It makes me so sad... The theatre is 
really old, you know.

Detective: I’m so sorry. I will try to solve this mystery quickly. If we can prove that there’s no ghost, 
maybe people will come to the theatre again.

Beverly: I hope so. Now please, I need to rest. I’m so tired. I’m not sleeping well.

Detective: Of course. Thank you for talking to me.

Activity 2
With a partner, read the recording script together. One person is the detective and one person is Beverly.
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SOLUTIONS FROM THE MAGAZINE

SOLUTIONS FROM THE TEACHERS’ FILE

At the Doctor’s; pp. 4–5
TASK 1: circle the following words: 
doctor, nurse, medicine, bandage (Perzil), 
toothache (Perzil), sick (Yo-Yee), stomach 
ache (Yo-Yee), temperature, fever (Yo-Yee), 
cough (Lucy), cold (Lucy)
1 Perzil has a bandage on his arm; 2 Perzil’s 
holding his teeth. He’s got toothache; 
3 Yo-Yee is sick. She’s got a high fever / 
high temperature; 4 Yo-Yee is holding her 
stomach. She’s got a stomach ache;  
5 Lucy’s got a cold. She’s coughing. 
TASK 2: The Answer: Take the spoon out 
of the glass.
TASK 3: hot cocoa; evergreen trees; 
thermostats; holidays; fireplace nights; 
winter dreaming
Leap to a Longer Year; p. 6
How many days are in a leap year? 366
TASK: A2; B1; C3; D2; E3; F3
The Day of Love; p. 7
TASK: 1 card; 2 chocolate; 3 handkerchief; 

4 keys; 5 flowers; 6 sweets
What’s the Matter?; p. 9
TASK 1: A Perzil; B Yo-Yee; C Lucy; D Yo-Yee; 
E Perzil; F Lucy; G Yo-Yee; H Lucy
TASK 2: 1 with; 2 go; 3 don’t; 4 wrong;  
5 hospital
Around the World; pp. 10–11
Why are New Zealanders called “Kiwis”? 
Because of the kiwi bird that lives there.
TASK 1: 1c; 2b; 3b; 4a; 5a; 6c
TASK 2: 1 from; 2 weather; 3 Island;  
4 whales
Simple Science Questions; p. 12
TASK: 1F (A cold is a virus.); 2F (When we 
sneeze, the air goes out of our noses.); 
3T; 4T; 5F (Vitamin C doesn’t stop the cold 
virus.)
Smart Phone, Smart User; p. 13
TASK: Apps to make your phone faster, 
apps to make your battery last longer and 
free antivirus apps usually don’t work and 
can be dangerous.

GRAMMAR CHECKER
TASK 1: aP; bA; cA; dP; eA
TASK 2: sample answers: a Can you hear 
me?; b Can you speak French?; c Can  
I go to the toilet?; d Can I go out with my 
friend?; e How many biscuits can I have?
TASK 3: sample answers: a Can penguins 
fly? No, they can’t fly; b Can polar 
bears swim? Yes, they can swim; c Can 
monkeys take selfies? Yes, they can take 
selfies; d Can Justin Bieber sing? No, he 
can’t sing; e Can can-can dancers dance 
a can-can? Yes, can-can dancers can 
dance a can-can.
CROSSWORD
Across: 1 geyser; 4 Maori; 7 greener;  
8 March; 11 handkerchief; 12 anchovy; 
14 fever; 17 underwater; 18 Lorde;  
19 hobbit; 20 seaweed; Down: 2 Shaun 
the Sheep; 3 veggie; 5 penguin;  
6 predator; 9 chocolates; 10 leap year; 
13 free; 15 sneeze; 16 propose 
LESSON PLAN
Handout A: Valentine’s Day – love, 
kisses, friends, chocolate, pink, valentine 
cards, red, hearts, flowers; a tree – 
Christmas; green – Christmas, Easter,  
St Patrick’s Day...; a snowman – 
Christmas; eggs – Easter; turkey – 
Christmas, Thanksgiving... 
Handout B: 1 February 14th;  

2 The tradition celebrates Saint 
Valentine;  
3 Cards, flowers, chocolates and other 
presents; 4 The tradition started in the 
UK, but today people celebrate it around 
the world; 5 Yes, they do. For example, in 
the US children give valentine’s cards to 
each other, often with sweets inside. 
Handout C: 1 card; 2 chocolate;  
3 handkerchief; 4 keys; 5 flowers;  
6 sweets 
Handout D: Activity 1: 1 roses; 2 violets; 
3 carnations; 4 chocolate; 5 hearts; 
Activity 2: A2; B1
Handout E: a kiss; a sweet; a (valentine) 
card; a rose; a heart 
ACTIVITIES
At the Doctor’s
1 nose; 2 sick; 3 toothache; 4 medicine; 
5 bandage; 6 hospital; 7 temperature
The Answer: Who said that?  
Lorde
7; 4; 6; 2; 1; 3; 5
Gulliver’s Travels
1G; 2A; 3E; 4F; 5B; 6D; 7C
Maui’s Fish
1; 8; 3; 6; 9; 2; 7; 4; 5

SOLUTIONS 

Activity 3
Writing: Dear Journal

Every detective has a journal. You are the detective. Write about Beverly Mirren.  
What do you think about her?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Little Blue Penguins; pp. 16–17
Why are little blue penguins called “fairy 
penguins”? Because they are so small.
TASK 1: 1 help; 2 nest boxes; 3 penguin 
family; 4 grass
TASK 2: Class: aves; Habitat: rocky coasts; 
Food: small fish and squid;  
Size: 25 cm; Weight: 1 kg;  
Speed: 6.5 km/h (swimming); Good sense 
of: smell; Hibernates?: no; Swims?: yes; 
Life span: 6–20 years
And the Best Animated Film Is...;  
pp. 18–19
TASK: 1d; 2c; 3a; 4e; 5b
Kids Like Us; pp. 20–21
TASK: 1 younger > older; 2 five > six; 3 day 
> week; 4 2016 > 2017; 5 guitar > piano; 
6 German > Spanish; 7 Pokémon Go > 
Minecraft
Chloe Kim: The Youngest Medallist;  
pp.  20–21

1 I don’t like learning tricks. (False: I like 
learning tricks.); 2 I am 19 years old; 3 I dye 
my hair crazy colours; 4 I have a cat named 
Reese. (False: I have a dog named Reese.); 
5 I love snowboarding; 6 I have a parrot.
Which Superhero Are You?; p. 22
Mostly As = Iron Man; Mostly Bs = Storm; 
Mostly Cs = Wolverine;  
Mostly Ds = Squirrel Girl

The Mystery of the Haunted Theatre; 
p. 23
TASK: Dear Ms Mirren, My company 
wants to buy your theatre. We can pay 
you a lot of money. No one goes to the 
theatre anymore. We would like to build 
a shopping centre there. Please call us to 
talk about it. 
Ticket Sales per month for 2019 ... April: 
475 ... July: 465 ... November: 210
Beverly’s phone ... Beverly’s scissors ... 
Beverly’s ruler
The Clues: 1 badly, not much; 2 buy;  
3 blue; 4 scissors
Lorde; pp. 24–25
How many books did Lorde read before 
she was 14? 1,000
Cambridge YLE Movers Practice Test;  
pp. 26–32
Listening Part 3: 1 his father – A; 2 his 
sister – F; 3 his daughter – H; 4 his cousin – 
E; 5 his aunt – G
Reading & Writing Part 4: 1 in; 2 who;  
3 quickly; 4 jumping; 5 than
Reading & Writing Part 5: 1 Grace’s mum; 
2 eat (a sandwich) / have a sandwich;  
3 music started (playing); 4 her head;  
5 (very) brave; 6 naughty; 7 gave his hat

Puzzle Time; pp. 33–35 
TASK 1: Abigail – an earache; Ava – a cold; Nick – a fever; Elijah – a stomach ache;  
Jemma – a headache; Brandon – a cut leg
TASK 2: Pictures: a kiss; a sweet; a card; red; a rose; purple; a heart; pink

sweets hearts cards red pink love kisses roses purple
love purple roses kisses hearts sweets pink red cards
red kisses pink purple roses cards hearts sweets love

kisses love red cards sweets pink purple hearts roses
cards sweets hearts roses purple kisses red love pink
pink roses purple love red hearts sweets cards kisses

hearts cards sweets pink love purple roses kisses red
roses pink love sweets kisses red cards purple hearts

purple red kisses hearts cards roses love pink sweets

TASK 3: location, device, lock, delete, app, antivirus, photos, password
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