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INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS
HOW TO PLAY THE GAME “LAND OF AWESOME”

GENERAL INTRODUCTION
Aim for Teachers:
•	 To	motivate	students	to	learn	and	practise	their	English	at	A1	–	A2	level	through	gamification		

Advantages:
•	 Motivation	-	students	love	games	and	fantasies
•	 Ready-made	lesson	plans	-	no	extra	preparation	needed
•	 Language	practice	at	A1	–	A2	level
•	 Practising	the	key	language	presented	(pp.	4	–	5,	17)	in	the	magazine
•	 All	skills	included
•	 A	new	part	every	month
•	 Engaging	students	using	arts	&	crafts

Methodology - Gamification

The	online	RR Methodology Newsletter	(found	in	the	TF	folder	at	http://www.bridge-online.cz/casopis-rr/rr-september-2016)	
contains	an	explanation	of	the	theory	behind	gamification	of	education,	and	how	it	can	be	used	to	teach	students	not	to	be	
afraid	to	try	and	fail,	and	not	to	feel	bad	when	they	make	a	mistake.	In	September	and	October	teachers	received	tips	and	
game	extensions	(online	Land of Awesome Methodology 1, 2,	found	in	the	TF	folders	at	http://www.bridge-online.cz/casopis-
rr/rr-september-2016/	and	http://www.bridge-online.cz/casopis-rr/rr-october-2016/)	in	order	to	get	as	much	as	possible	from	
the	game	in	their	English	classes.

The Story
The	Queen	of	the	Land	of	Awesome	has	got	a	group	of	heroes	and	she	sends	them	on	adventurous	missions	to	help	the	
citizens.	There	is	one	mission	in	each	RR	issue.	Their	missions	are	based	on	English	language	practice.	In	the	September	
issue	the	readers	could	prove	that	they	are	worthy	of	becoming	the	heroes	through	various	language	tasks.	In	the	October	
issue	the	readers	went	on	their	first	mission	to	help	the	ghost	squirrels	who	live	in	the	Haunted	Tree.	In	November	they	
travelled	to	Sandwich	Land	to	help	the	Sandwich	King	and	Queen	plan	a	big	party.

Characters
Each	student	creates	their	fantasy	character,	which	goes	on	missions	in	the	Land	of	Awesome.	Throughout	the	year	
students’	characters	collect	points	(=	ability	score)	for	each	fulfilled	mission	(i.e.	language	task	completed)	and	get	new	
things.	Characters	are	designed	and	coloured	when	students	are	first	introduced	to	the	game	(September	TF-Activity Tips	
also	found	in	the	TF	folder	at	http://www.bridge-online.cz/casopis-rr/rr-september-2016).	Their	ability	scores	will	come	
from	activities	and	will	increase	over	time.	The	character	sheet	has	a	space	for	each	of	the	four	scores	(i.e.	four	language	
skills:	reading,	writing,	speaking,	and	listening,	indicated	by	the	symbols	of	eyes,	hands,	mouth,	and	ears).	

DECEMBER QUEST
The	Snow	Bubs	are	very	upset	about	something.	They	explain	to	the	heroes	that	the	days	are	getting	shorter	and	shorter,	
and	they’re	afraid	the	sun	is	going	away	forever.	It’s	up	to	the	heroes	to	teach	them	about	the	seasons,	and	how	the	world	
goes	around	the	sun	-	and	to	convince	them	that	the	sun	will	come	back	very	soon.	In	fact,	the	days	will	start	getting	longer	
at	the	end	of	this	month.	Naturally,	this	is	a	good	reason	for	a	big	celebration.	The	heroes	will	design	their	own	holiday	to	
celebrate	the	return	of	the	sun,	including	gift-giving,	food	and	other	traditions.	

Because	this	month	is	short	for	schools,	there	are	only	two	parts	to	the	story	for	December.
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DECEMBER QUEST
(Language Practice / Activities / Ready-Made Lesson 
Plans)

•	 Students	should	be	familiar	with	pp.	4	–	5	
and	p.	17	in	the	December	magazine	before	
beginning.

•	 Text	in	bold italics	is	recorded.	It	can	be	either	
played	or	read	aloud.		

•	 The	recordings	are	found	on	the	CD	or	online	
at	http://www.bridge-online.cz/cd-rr/	in	the	
“RR	December	2016”	section.

•	 Follow	the	activities	in	the	given	order.
•	 Make	sure	your	students	understand	the	

following	words	before	each	part.

VOCABULARY
Christmas vocabulary from 
pp. 4 – 5 
Hobbies and interests  
(p. 8 + RR December 
Question Card)
Vocabulary from p. 16
Vocabulary from p. 17
castle [ˈkɑːsl]	hrad,	zámek
boots [buːts]	kozačky,	
pohorky,	vysoké	zimní	boty
gloves	[ɡlʌvz]	(prstové)	
rukavice
sledge	[sledʒ]	sáně,	sáňky
to cry [kraɪ]	plakat,	brečet

idea	[aɪˈdɪə]	nápad,	
myšlenka
sky	[skaɪ]	nebe,	obloha
moon	[muːn]	měsíc
telescope	[ˈtelɪskəʊp]	
dalekohled
rainbow [ˈreɪnbəʊ]	duha
superhero	[ˈsuːpəhɪərəʊ]	
superhrdina
squirrel [ˈskwɪrəl]	veverka
lightning	[ˈlaɪtnɪŋ]	blesk
notebook	[ˈnəʊtbʊk]	
zápisník,	notýsek

PART 1: THE SUN IS GOING AWAY

Speaking / Listening / Reading 20 – 30 mins Group / Pair Work

Language goal:	listening,	reading,	speaking,	writing	
Subject-matter goal: teamwork,	presentation,	explaining	and	summarizing

Before the lesson:

•	 Prepare	several	copies	of	the	December	issue	of	the	RR	magazine	(pp.	16,	17)

Have	a	short	conversation	as	a	class	and	try	to	imagine	why	the	Snow	Bubs	might	think	that	the	sun	is	going	away.	(The	days	
are	getting	shorter,	and	there	is	less	sun	every	day.)

Listening, CD Track 11

Introduction
Narrator: It’s snowing in the Land of Awesome. You look outside the castle. It’s beautiful. Today there are no problems. 
Everything is perfect. Right? 

Queen: Heroes! Heroes! 

Narrator: says the Queen of Awesome. 

Queen: Someone needs your help again.

Narrator: Oh, no. Who needs help now? 

Queen: It’s the Snow Bubs. They’re really scared about something. They think the sun is going away. 

Narrator: It‘s time to go visit Snow Bub Land.

Listening, CD Track 12

The Sun Is Going Away

Narrator: You put on your snow boots, coats, hats and gloves, and you ride a big sledge to Snow Bub Land. It’s really 
beautiful here. Everything is made from snow. The Snow Bub Mayor comes to meet you. He isn’t happy. 

Snow Bub Mayor (SB Mayor): Oh, heroes, thank you very much for coming. Everyone is so scared. Can you see how dark 
it is? It’s only four o’clock in the afternoon! Every day there is less and less sun. We think the sun is going away. But we 
need the sun. We’re scared of the dark. Please, can you help us? We’re so scared. 

Narrator: The Snow Bubs all start to cry. Oh, no! Do you know what the sun is really doing? Can you help the Snow Bubs?
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Ask	for	volunteers	and	see	if	anyone	understands	what	is	happening	to	the	sun.	If	anyone	is	already	aware	of	the	changes	
in	seasons	and	why	the	days	get	longer	and	shorter,	give	them	a	chance	to	explain	what	they	know.	Then,	have	all	students	
open	their	magazines	on	p.	16	and	read	/	listen	to	the	science	article	together	as	a	class	(CD	Tracks	9,	10).

Make	sure	all	students	understand	how	seasons	work,	what	the	solstice	is,	and	why	the	days	get	longer	and	shorter.	(This	
could	be	done	in	Czech.)	

If	you	have	time,	have	a	discussion	about	how	people	can	be	afraid	when	they	don’t	understand	something.	Ask	if	they	have	
ever	been	afraid	of	something	they	didn’t	understand	(e.g.	lightning	during	a	storm,	a	person	speaking	a	different	language,	
starting	to	learn	something	new	at	school,	etc.).	Offer	an	example	from	your	own	experience	if	possible,	or	invent	one.	Ask	
if	there’s	a	way	to	help	someone	who	is	afraid	of	something	new.	Guide	the	students	to	the	conclusion	that	learning	about	
something	takes	away	the	fear.	(This	could	be	done	in	Czech.)

Assign	students	to	groups	and	give	them	the	task	of	preparing	a	five-minute	lesson	to	teach	the	Snow	Bubs	about	seasons	
and	the	solstice.	It’s	their	turn	to	be	the	teachers.	Give	students	plenty	of	freedom	in	how	they	teach	their	lesson.	
Encourage	the	use	of	visual	aids	as	well	as	spoken	or	written	explanations.	Give	each	group	a	chance	to	teach	their	lesson	to	
the	class,	and	be	sure	to	give	them	the	authority	to	call	on	students	and	point	out	anyone	who	isn’t	paying	attention.	Make	
it	clear	that	anyone	who	doesn’t	pay	attention	to	all	the	lessons	will	not	get	their	listening	point.

When	all	lessons	have	been	given,	award	points	based	on	the	content	of	their	lessons:

•	 +1	reading	point	–	everyone	(for	reading	the	article)

•	 +1	writing	point	–	anyone	who	writes	something	for	use	in	the	lesson

•	 +1	speaking	point	–	everyone	who	speaks	during	the	lesson

•	 +1	listening	point	–	everyone	who	listens	during	all	the	lessons

End	of	Part	1.

PART 2: TIME TO CELEBRATE

Speaking / Listening / Reading / Vocabulary 30 –  45 mins Group Work / Pair Work

Language goal:	listening,	reading,	speaking,	writing	
Subject-matter goal:	teamwork,	presentation,	traditions

Before the lesson:

•	 Make	copies	of	the	Traditions	List	for	each	student	(this	TF,	p.	8)
•	 Copy	and	cut	out	the	Snow	Bub	Information	Cards	(this	TF,	pp.	8	–	9)
•	 Prepare	Snow	Ball	Badges	(this	TF,	p.	9)

Review	what	happened	in	Part	1.	What	do	they	think	the	Mayor’s	big	idea	will	be?

Listening, CD Track 14

Celebration Planning

Narrator: The Snow Bub Mayor is very happy. 

SB Mayor: Hello, heroes. My idea is ready. Now we know that the winter solstice is coming, and then the days will start 
to get long again. The sun is coming back very soon. Let’s make a new holiday on the winter solstice. We can start a new 
tradition, and we can do it every year. What do you think? Do you like my idea? Excellent. There’s just one problem.  
I don’t know how to celebrate. What can we do? Can you help us plan the celebration?

Listening, CD Track 13

Summary
Narrator: You finish teaching your lessons. The Snow Bubs are very good students. They listen to everything. They’re very 
happy. When you finish, the Snow Bub Mayor comes to talk to you. 

SB Mayor: Wow! That was great, 

Narrator: he says. 

SB Mayor: Thank you so much. We aren’t scared any more. Now we know that the sun is coming back. In fact, I’m getting 
an idea. Hmm, let me think about it. I’ll tell you my idea very soon.
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Ask	the	students	if	they	can	think	of	another	traditional	celebration	that	happens	around	the	time	of	the	solstice	(Christmas).	
Have	a	discussion	session	in	groups,	where	students	try	to	remember	as	many	Christmas	traditions	as	they	can	from	different	
countries.	They	can	use	the	articles	in	the	magazine	(pp.	6	–	7	and	p.	9)	to	help	them.	Give	them	the	Traditions	List	and	let	
them	fill	it	in	with	as	much	information	as	they	can	remember.	Point	out	that	they	can	also	suggest	new	traditions	which	are	
not	a	part	of	Christmas,	which	the	Snow	Bubs	can	use	for	their	new	holiday.	Set	a	time	limit	of	5	–	10		minutes.

When	the	lists	are	finished,	make	a	master	list	on	the	board.	Make	sure	that	gift-giving	is	on	the	list.

Put	students	into	pairs	or	groups.	Each	group	will	adopt	a	Snow	Bub	and	think	of	a	good	present	for	them.	Give	each	group	
a	Snow	Bub	Information	Card	and	a	blank	sheet	of	paper.	After	reading	about	the	Snow	Bub’s	likes	and	dislikes,	they	can	
decide	on	a	present	for	them	and	draw	it	on	the	sheet	of	paper.

When	all	groups	have	drawn	and	coloured	their	presents,	have	each	of	them	present	their	drawing	to	the	class.	They	should	
explain	what	the	present	is	and	why	they	are	giving	it	to	the	particular	Snow	Bub.

Distribute	the	Snow	Ball	Badges	for	students	to	colour,	cut	out,	and	attach	to	their	characters.	Also	award	points	to	all	
students:

•	 +1	listening	and	speaking	for	discussing	tradition	ideas
•	 +1	reading	for	reading	the	Snow	Bub	information
•	 Another	+1	speaking	for	everyone	who	spoke	English	while	presenting	their	drawings

End	of	Part	2.

The	story	will	continue	in	the	January-February	issue	of	RR.

Listening, CD Track 15

Presents
Narrator: The Snow Bub Mayor is happy. 

SB Mayor: Wow! So many ideas. This holiday is going to be great. I think the first thing we can do is get everyone  
a present. But who can bring the presents? Hmm... I know! Oh, heroes, you saved us - can you bring our presents, too? 
The Snow Bubs will all be so happy if you do.

Listening, CD Track 16

Summary
Narrator: You give the presents to the Snow Bubs. They are all very happy. 

SB Mayor: Thank you so much, heroes, 

Narrator: says the Mayor. 

SB Mayor: Now everyone is happy. We’re not scared. The sun will come back very soon. I can’t wait for our big party. 
Please, take these Snow Ball Badges to show everyone how you helped us. And Merry Christmas to you.
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SNOW BUB INFORMATION CARDS

Dipsy

“I	really	like	playing	
football.	I	have	a	very	nice	
football.	It’s	orange.	But	
I	don’t	have	any	football	
shoes.	I	like	reading	
books,	too.	I	don’t	have	
very	many	books.	I	like	
reading	about	animals.	
Tigers	are	my	favourite	
animals.	They	are	orange	
and	black.	Can	you	guess	
my	favourite	colour?	It’s	
orange.”

Trood

“I	like	riding	my	bike.	
It’s	yellow	and	purple.	
It’s	really	fast.	And	I	like	
skiing.	But	I	don’t	have	
any	skis.	I	don’t	like	
snowboarding.	I	don’t	
have	a	snowboard.	My	
favourite	colour	is	green.	
I	like	lots	of	green	things,	
like	grass,	trees,	and	my	
green	school	bag.	I	like	
green	animals,	too.”

Humpadump

“I	like	singing	and	playing	
the	guitar.	I	have	a	guitar,	
but	it’s	very	old.	It’s	not	
pretty.	I	don’t	like	playing	
sports.	I	like	dancing	
and	music.	My	favourite	
colours	are	grey	and	blue.	
I	like	to	wear	nice	clothes	
when	I	dance,	but	I	don’t	
have	any	clothes	just	
for	dancing.	I	don’t	like	
animals,	but	I	like	rainy	
weather	and	lightning.”

Puffa

“I	like	talking	on	the	
phone.	I	talk	to	my	friends	
a	lot.	My	phone	is	old.	
It’s	not	a	smartphone.	
It’s	black.	My	favourite	
colour	is	orange,	and	my	
favourite	food	is	oranges.	
I	have	an	orange	fish,	
too.	I	really	like	fish.	And	
I	like	other	animals	that	
live	in	the	ocean.	I	like	
swimming,	too.	But		
I	don’t	like	sharks.”

MATERIALS
Part 2

TRADITIONS LIST

Tradition Country
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Snick

“I	like	looking	at	the	sky	
at	night.	My	favourite	
things	are	the	moon	
and	the	stars.	And	my	
favourite	colours	are	
black	and	yellow.	I	have		
a	big	telescope	outside	in	
the	garden.	But	it’s	cold	
at	night	and	I	don’t	have		
a	good	jacket.	I	have	lots	
of	toys.	I	don’t	have	any	
pets	because	I	don’t	really	
like	animals.”

Toodoot

“My	favourite	thing	
is	snow.	I	like	skiing,	
snowboarding,	ice	skating	
and	sledging.	I	have		
a	good	jacket,	and	good	
snow	boots,	but	I	don’t	
have	a	scarf.	Sometimes	my	
neck	is	cold.	I	don’t	have		
a	favourite	colour.		
I	like	rainbows.	And	I	like	
colourful	animals,	like	
parrots	and	fish.	I	don’t	
have	any	animals	at	home.”

Foff

“I	like	running.	I	run	in	the	
summer,	and	I	run	in	the	
winter,	in	the	snow!	I	don’t	
have	very	good	running	
shoes.	My	shoes	are	old.	
They’re	green.	My	favourite	
colour	is	white.	When	I’m	
tired,	I	like	reading	comics.	
I	really	like	superheroes.	
My	favourite	hero	is	called	
Super	Squirrel.	Squirrels	are	
my	favourite	animals.”

Mizzit

“I	like	skating.	In	the	
summer	I	go	rollerblading,	
and	in	the	winter	I	go	
ice	skating.	I	have	good	
ice	skates,	but	not	good	
rollerblades.	I	like	to	go	
fast.	My	favourite	colour	is	
yellow,	like	lightning.	And	
my	favourite	animals	are	
corgis.	They’re	small,	but	
they’re	very	fast.	Like	me.”

Bopple

“I	like	sleeping.	It’s	my	
favourite	thing	to	do.		
I	have	a	very	small	bed.		
I	don’t	have	a	big	bed.	
And	I	don’t	have	good	
pyjamas.	My	favourite	
colours	are	green	and	
red.	I	really	like	animals,	
too.	My	favourite	animals	
are	pigs	and	dogs.	I	have	
a	dog	at	home.	She’s	big	
and	very	happy.	She	likes	
playing	with	her	ball.”

Shupp

“I	like	books.	I	like	reading	
books	and	I	read	every	
day.	I	like	writing,	too.		
I	like	writing	stories	
in	my	notebooks	and	
drawing	pictures	with	
them.	I	write	about	my	
friends,	my	family,	school	
and	cows.	Cows	are	my	
favourite	animal.	And	my	
favourite	colour	is	brown.	
Brown	cows	are	super.”

SNOW BUB BADGES

6



www.bridge-online.cz

SNOW BUB MAYOR
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