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A Tour Through The Outback
P ř e P i s  n A h r á v k y

A Close encounter of the Creepy kind
On one particular night we were in the Northern Territory. We 
were staying at a campsite near Uluru, the famous red rock 
formation.

The campsite had kitchen facilities and wooden huts for 
sleeping. A tour-mate and I were doing the dishes after dinner 
when suddenly we saw something flash across the floor. It ran 
under the sink area. Was it a rat? An insect? What was that 
creature?

We told our guide, a very knowledgeable Aboriginal man. 
Luckily, along with knowledge, he also had big steel boots. 
The creature came out briefly again and he stomped it dead.

Then he told us what it was. It was a centipede – a very large 
centipede with a venomous bite that can kill a child or an elderly 
person. Its poison wouldn’t kill a healthy adult, but it’d make 
them feel very bad indeed.

I couldn’t sleep well that night. The wind rattled our huts, and 
I imagined centipedes everywhere. But, thankfully, I didn’t see 
any more.

Train of Death
P ř e P i s  n A h r á v k y

Murder on the Orient Express by Agatha 
Christie
Bouc: Dr Constantine is of the opinion that death occurred at 
about 1 AM.
Constantine: It is difficult to speak exactly in these matters, but 
I think I can say definitely that death occurred between midnight 
and two in the morning.
Poirot: When was this Monsieur Ratchett last seen alive?
Bouc: He is known to have been alive at about twenty minutes to 
one, when he spoke to the conductor.
Poirot: Go on, doctor.
Constantine: The window of Monsieur Ratchett’s compartment 
was found wide open, leading one to suppose that the murderer 
escaped that way. But in my opinion that open window is meant 
to fool us. Anyone departing that way would have left distinct 
tracks in the snow. There were none.
Poirot: The crime was discovered – when?
Bouc: Michel! Tell this gentleman exactly what occurred.
Michel: The valet of this Monsieur Ratchett, he tapped several 
times at the door this morning. There was no answer. Then, half 
an hour ago, the restaurant car attendant came. He wanted to 
know if Monsieur Ratchett was taking breakfast. It was eleven 
o’clock. I opened the door for him with my key. But there was 
a chain, too, and that was fastened. There was no answer and 
it was very still in there, and cold – so cold. With the window 
open and snow drifting in. I thought the gentleman had had a fit, 
perhaps. I got the senior conductor. We broke the chain and went 
in. He was... Ah, it was terrible!
Poirot: The door was locked and chained on the inside. It was not 
suicide – eh?
Constantine: Does a man who commits suicide stab himself in 
ten – twelve – fifteen places?

Task 1
1C, 2A, 3B, 4C, 5A, 6B, 7B, 8A, 9A, 10A

Task 2
1 Northern, 2 red rock, 3 wooden, 4 dinner, 5 insect, 6 Aboriginal, 
7 boots, 8 dead, 9 large, 10 elderly, 11 very bad, 12 imagined, 
13 any more

A remarkable Writer
wrote, have sold, investigates, opened, has been running / has 
run, was, taught

reporter’s notes
The killing happened while the train was stopped, not just 
before. The man with the big moustache was not the victim, but 
Poirot. The victim was American, not Armenian. The witnesses 
heard screams, not a gunshot. The victim was stabbed. 
The assistant’s name is MacQueen, not Queen. Poirot is Belgian, 
not French. Princess Natalie Dragomiroff is Russian, not German. 
The nurse’s name is Estravados, not Chavez or Estrada. She 
is brunette, not blonde (the blonde is Mrs Hubbard). Gerhard 
Hardman is a professor, not a doctor.

The Detective in Action
1 midnight, two; 2 twenty minutes to one / 00:40; 3 (wide) open, 
tracks in the snow; 4 eleven (o’clock); 5 there was a chain on 
the door / the chain on the door was fastened / the door was 
chained on the inside, 6 was stabbed at fifteen / many places / 
was stabbed many times
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