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DEAR READERS,

It’s been quite a year, but no matter
what else happens, we have the freedom of
summer weather and the glorious outdoors
to look forward to. And until then, you lucky
guys have something else to enjoy, am
I right? Yes: the new Bridge!
You can take a road trip to San Francisco
with one of our writers and join another for
a semester in Tallinn, Estonia. You can learn
all about Canada with this issue’s map (and
don’t forget about the online stuff). And you
can discover some of the world’s craziest
amusement parks, too. Disney World is
nothing compared to these!
If you’re more interested in science than
geography, you can read up on “impossible
colours” (we’ll even show you how to hack
your brain so you can see them) and learn
some idioms to add a touch of colour to your
English. Or is technology more your thing?
We’ll tell you about some tech inventions
that are very clever, very unusual and very,
very stupid.
We’re desperately hoping for some live
music over the summer and have been
preparing for that by finding out about loads
of new music, so naturally, we’re sharing
our top finds with you. This summer brings
the Olympics, too, and we have an update
on that. We’ve got adventures and comedy
and puzzles and – Oh, that’s enough! Go read
and enjoy!

Paul Farrington-Douglas
& the Bridge team

PHOTO COMPETITION:

SHOOT A TREE!

Have you entered the competition
announced last month yet? Take
a picture of an interesting or special
tree and write 2–4 sentences about it.
Send your high-resolution photo and
text to competition@bridge-online.cz,
subject “Tree”, by June 30th. Don’t
forget to include your name and postal
address. The best photos will win small
prizes and be published in Bridge in
the next school year.

BRIDGE / May–June 2021

3

B1–B2 TRAVEL / USA

5

CD

Tracks
7–10

TF

Activity
Sheet

Girls on
the Road

1

A Road Trip to San Francisco
Michelle Freeman (USA)

The decision was made through
a series of text messages on
a Friday evening while I was on
break at the San Diego restaurant
where I worked. My friend Sarah
and I would go on a weekend road
trip to San Francisco! It would
be a 2,000km round trip in two
days, and neither of us had even
driven through the night before.
But we were young, without
a care in the world, and not afraid
of anything.

The Early Start
1 Sarah
picked me up from work at 1am.
I was exhausted from a busy night behind
the bar, and all I had with me was a dirty
apron1, my house keys and my wallet, but
Sarah insisted that we had to hit the road at
once. We would take turns driving while
the other got to be the DJ, keeping each
other awake for this long drive through
the night. We headed to the Interstate 5
highway, and our long journey began.

A Diner Breakfast
2 Five
hours into the drive, and we still

in sweat, the hot bright sun beaming down
through the windows. Time to get up. We
got back on the highway and finally could
see the skyscrapers of the great city of San
Francisco in the distance. What a sight!
The famous Millennium Tower (the tallest
residential building in the city),
the Ritz‑Carlton Club (the first skyscraper
built in California) and the Golden
Gate Bridge.

View
5 Bay
We drove through the hills and

day in San Francisco was almost over, and
we’d still done nothing except drive and
sleep! San Francisco, though, stays awake
late into the night, so we decided to go to
the Embarcadero district for dinner. This is
right at the shoreline of the bay, where
the port of the city is, and you can see
the 75-meter-high clock tower of the San
Francisco Ferry Building, built in the 1890s,
and the 7km Bay Bridge connecting
San Francisco to
the city of Oakland.

USA

RN
IA

finally arrived at our destination, a friend’s
apartment perched8 on a hill overlooking
San Francisco Bay. And that weekend was
special, as they would be hosting
the world-famous America’s Cup yacht
race, and we could see it from up above in
the apartment. However, we were so tired
from our overnight drive that we
fell asleep.

6 Evening
Six hours later we woke up. Our first

FO
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Back on the Road
4 Two
hours later we woke up covered

3

LI

4

started approaching the famous Bay Area
and merged4 with all of the city traffic of
workers commuting5 from the east. Now
this was a challenge. The Bay Area
comprises ten cities (including San
Francisco, Oakland, San Jose and Berkley)
and each has its own highway that spills
into Interstate 5. There is a train system
called the BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit
system) which connects all the cities but,
despite that, many people still prefer to
drive. We didn’t move one inch for maybe
about two hours. We were exhausted and
decided to pull off the highway and take
a quick nap6 somewhere. Sarah crawled into
the back seat of the car and I reclined7 my
passenger seat back, and we fell asleep
immediately.

CA

weren’t halfway there. We decided to stop
at an all-night diner to get some coffee to
keep us awake. American diners (also called
“greasy2 spoons”) serve hamburgers, French
fries, milkshakes and all things fried. They have
booths, which are big tables with one long seat
on either side that can hold up to six people.
Many also have counter3 seating where
you can sit on a stool and watch the chef
prepare all the food for the restaurant.
Diners are usually open 24 hours a day and
you can find them on most highway exits
and rest stops, so they are perfect for truck
drivers and for road trippers like us.

Midday Madness
3 After
about ten hours of driving, we

8

7
4

2

9

6

5

11

Beach
11 Magical
Soon we had to leave since we had
10

of the Beats
9 Home
Then we went to North Beach,
Bay by Night
7 The
After the dinner, we went for a walk
around the neighborhood. We saw
Fisherman’s Wharf, where they invented
the famous clam chowder sourdough bread
bowl (= a shellfish9 soup served in bread).
During the day you can also see Alcatraz
Island, which used to be a famous prison,
but in the evening there is always a heavy
fog so you can’t see too far in the distance.

Chinatown
8 That’s
The next day was our last day in
the city and we wanted to see everything.
We made a trip to Chinatown to eat the best
Chinese food the city had to offer.
Chinatown in San Francisco is one of
the oldest established Chinatowns in all of
America. There is the iconic Dragon’s Gate,
which welcomes you into a maze10 of streets
and alleys with bakeries, souvenir shops and
karaoke bars.

a popular neighborhood with Italian heritage.
There are many small Italian restaurants and
cafés, and you can feel the spirit of the Beat
Generation, who were young working-class
poets, writers and artists of the 1960s, very
anti-establishment and anti-war – the most
famous being Allen Ginsberg and Jack
Kerouac. In this neighborhood you can find
the famous City Lights bookstore, which
was the first bookstore in America to sell
only paperback books, and was also
a famous alternative publisher.

Hippy City
10 We
couldn’t miss Haight and Ashbury
streets, the heart of where the 1960s
revolution took place, celebrating love and
freedom. It was the birthplace of
the counterculture (= anti-establishment)
movement, where bands like The Grateful
Dead and The Doors played rock’n’roll to
accompany the expression of free love and
free speech, and also anger towards
the Vietnam war.

a long drive back home again. Instead of
taking the main Interstate 5, we took
the coastal Highway 1, which wraps around
the coastline and has the most incredible
views. We stopped briefly in the village of Big
Sur so we could use the restroom, and
discovered a place called Pfeiffer Beach,
where we watched the sunset. We had never
seen anything so beautiful before in our lives.

Again
12 Home
Another eight hours’ driving later,
and we were finally home early on Monday
morning. It was a very long drive for a super
short weekend in San Francisco, and both of
us regretted not having been able to stay
longer. But discovering that beach on
the drive home made it the perfect trip –
and we were already planning our next one.

VOCABULARY
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

apron [ˈeɪprən] – zástěra
greasy [ ˈɡriːsi, ˈɡriːzi] – mastný
counter [ˈkaʊntə(r)] – pult
to merge [mɜːdʒ] – vmísit se
to commute [kəˈmjuːt] – dojíždět (do práce)
to take a nap [ næp] – zdřímnout si
to recline [ rɪˈklaɪn] – sklopit
perched [pɜːtʃt] – usazený
shellfish [ ˈʃelfɪʃ] – korýš, měkkýš
maze [meɪz] – bludiště
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It’s a year late, but Tokyo 2020
is going ahead at last. 2020?
Yes! Even though the games are
happening in 2021 (thank you so
very much, pandemic), this is still
officially Tokyo 2020.

New Sports

At every Olympic Games, new sports are
added to spice things up a bit. This year we
will see five new sports: baseball/softball,
karate, skateboarding, sport climbing and
surfing. There is no surprise that karate
is making its Olympic debut in Japan,
the country where it originated. The other
sports have been added because of their
growing popularity.

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)
Anežka Špátová (CZ)
Japan has huge respect for traditions, but
also does not hesitate to experiment with
innovation. Japanese office workers still
use fax machines, but they would feel really
uncomfortable without their various vending
machines and fancy heated toilets. So what
exactly can we expect from the Olympics?
If you’re thinking a blend of tradition with
robots, tech-craziness and anime-like
mascots, you are definitely on the right track.

Covid Safe

How will the games be made safe during
an ongoing pandemic? There will certainly
be lots of testing and social distancing, and
athletes will probably not be allowed to leave
the Olympic Village. There also won’t be
many people watching in the stadiums; it has
been announced that no one from overseas
will be allowed to buy tickets. On the other
hand, how many of us had ever hoped to go?
Those of us watching from home can still
look forward to a thrilling event.

The Olympic Stadiums

The Japanese started to prepare for
the event as early as possible. The design of
the Olympic stadium was chosen in 2015, and
building began at the end of 2016. This has
been the most controversial part of Japan’s

6
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Mascots

preparations: plans for many of the most
exciting technological features, such as
a mechanical opening roof, were cancelled,
and the final cost was still much higher than
planned. However, the stadium now stands in
all of its modern beauty in the Shinjuku area
of Tokyo, waiting for its big moment.
The main stadium will host only
the opening and closing ceremony,
the athletics events and football matches.
A total of 44 Olympic venues will be used
during the games. Many of them were used
during the last Olympics held in Tokyo,
in 1964, which gives the event a bit of
a nostalgic atmosphere.
In another respectful gesture to tradition,
the marathon and race walking will follow
routes marked by iconic landmarks. The race
walking will pass through the Imperial Palace
Gardens, while the cycling routes will begin
in the beautiful Musashinonomori Park and
end at a location chosen for its stunning
view of Mount Fuji.

The games always have two mascots,
one for the Olympic Games and one for
the Paralympic Games. They represent
the spirit of the games and help finance
the event through the sale of merchandise.
For Tokyo 2020, designers invented several
characters, and Japanese schoolchildren
voted for which ones to use.
Miraitowa is a blue-and-white… well,
it’s hard to say what it is! Its name is from
the words mirai, meaning future (and
coincidentally the name of a popular
Czech band), and towa, meaning eternity.
The name represents the wish for everyone
to feel Olympic hope and passion forever.
Miraitowa can teleport anytime it wants,
so please don’t choke on your drink when
you’re watching the games on TV and
suddenly the cute mascot appears from
nowhere!
The bright pink Someity is the Paralympic
mascot. Its name and appearance were
inspired by the someiyoshino, or cherry
blossom; the name also sounds like
the English phrase “so mighty”. This mascot
is a proud representative of athletes who
overcame their life and sporting obstacles.
Someity has strong telekinetic powers, so
if the chairs start flying around, it is not

After the Olympics are over, the main stadium will be used for various
sporting and cultural events.

Miraitowa and Someity might look like a boy
and girl, but they are not – they both officially
use “it” pronouns.

a ghost, but an angry mascot who cannot
bear that a Japanese sportsman has just
lost the game.

Robots at the Games

Watch out for the robot versions of
Miraitowa and Someity, built by the car
maker Toyota. These cute little robots can
answer questions in both Japanese and
English, and do things like wave and shake
hands. They’ve been visiting Japanese
schools and will be at the games, too.

The Tokyo Olympics promise lots of robots doing all kinds of things.

The Olympic medals were made from gold,
silver and bronze extracted from recycled
mobile phones and other electronics.

They’re not going to be the only robots
at the games. Field support robots will be
helping with jobs like collecting javelins
and the balls used in the shot-put event.
Human support robots will help disabled
spectators, and delivery support robots
will bring people drinks and snacks ordered
via an app.
Other robots may help people experience
the games remotely, such as T-TR1,
a “tele‑presence robot” with a camera and
a large screen on top of a wheeled platform.
Someone using T-TR1 can “walk around” and
“meet” people at an event.

Being Eco-Friendly

Massive events such as the Olympics often
receive a lot of criticism because of their
environmental impact. Japan decided to
go green from the start. During a two-year
campaign the organisers collected nearly
80,000 tons of old electronics, which were
recycled and used to make the Olympic medals.
It is no secret that our mobile phones are
made using various metals including bronze,
silver and gold. But you probably would not
make a living out of collecting old phones
because only 32kg of gold were extracted
from this massive amount of electronics.
Tokyo 2020 also aims to be zero-carbon and
to produce zero waste, with the whole event
being powered by solar energy.

DO-IT-YOURSELF GLOSSARY

In the article, find words and phrases that mean:
1 the use of new ideas and methods: __________________
2 mixture: __________________
3 to be thinking or acting in the right way: __________________
4 to add interest or excitement to something: __________________
5 things you can buy that are connected with a particular event: __________________
6 time that never ends: __________________
7 something that stands in your way and blocks your progress: __________________
8 a long stick with a pointed end that is thrown in sporting competitions:
__________________
9 a sport where people throw a heavy metal ball: __________________
The newly added sports are expected to keep
the Olympics exciting even for youngsters.

S

Solutions in the TF and next
month on the Bridge website
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B1–B2 SCIENCE

A SORT OF
GREENISH
PURPLE
We live in full colour, but we
also know that colour is not
the same for everyone. Some of
us can see smaller differences
between colours than others,
some can see a wider range, some
are colour‑blind. You can never
know how I experience colour;
I can never be sure that you see
what I see. We are fascinated
by the fact that something so
universal is also so individual.
But the mystery of colour runs
deeper still.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

The Colours We Can’t See

Some colours are real and visible, yet
impossible to see! We see colours using
special cells1 in our eyes, each of which
reacts strongly to a different kind of light.
Technically, it’s the wavelength2 of light
that matters, but we don’t usually look at
things and think “What a beautifully long
wavelength the sky is this evening!” These
different wavelengths are what we call
colours. We have three types of the special
cells in our eyes, each of which can see
a particular range of colours.
The problem is that these ranges
overlap3: the “red-seeing” cell might be
jumping up and down shouting “That’s

8
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THE SCIENCE
OF IMPOSSIBLE

COLOURS

red, that is!”, but at the same time,
the “green‑seeing” cell is saying “Hang on,
I can see something too.” That means our
brains never get a clean signal. Every red is
redder than you can ever know, every blue
is bluer, every green greener. Weird, isn’t it?

Seeing the Impossible

Weirder still, though, is that we can see
colours that do not exist. They are called
chimerical colours, and they are physically
impossible! If we stare at a strong colour
for a while, the colour-seeing cells in our
eyes get tired. If we then look away, we
see an “afterimage” – an unclear image in
a colour that’s complementary (= opposite)
to the colour we looked at. If we look at
a strong colour when we do this, our brains
take in both the afterimage and the real
colour at the same time – and we see
the impossible.
One set of chimerical colours, known
as self-luminous (= shining on their own)
colours, seem to glow4 brightly even without
a light source. Stare at something green for

20–60 seconds, and then at a white sheet of
paper. The red afterimage you see will glow
brightly, possibly seeming even brighter than
the whiteness of the paper.
Some colours, known as Stygian colours,
look both bright and impossibly dark at
the same time. (Stygian means “as dark as
the River Styx in Greek mythology”.) Try
staring at a very bright yellow, then look at
a black surface. The exhausted colour‑seeing
cells in your eyes will make you see a blue
afterimage, at the same time as other cells
in your eyes see the blackness. The result is
Stygian blue: a blue both fiercely bright and
as dark as black.
Hyperbole is something that is
dramatically over the top (= exaggerated),
like saying “I’ll die if I miss my TV show this
evening!” Similarly, hyperbolic colours take
things to extremes. Try staring at a bright
cyan (= greenish blue), then moving your
eyes to something orange. The orange
afterimage will combine with the orange
you are looking at to give you hyperbolic
orange, an orange that is more orange than
your eyes can physically see.

VOCABULARY
1
2
3
4

cell [ sel] – buňka
wavelength [ˈweɪvleŋkθ] – vlnová délka
to overlap [ ˌəʊvəˈlæp] – překrývat se
to glow [ɡləʊ] – zářit

COLOURFUL
LANGUAGE
COLOUR IDIOMS

B1–B2 LANGUAGE

CD

Track 17

TF

Activities

Colours often find their way into language in
the form of idioms – and some colours seem to be
a lot more “idiom‑friendly” than others.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

RED FLAGS EVERYWHERE

Red usually has something to do with warnings, embarrassment
or anger. For example, when you get angry you see red. A red flag
is something that tells you to stay away. (“He spent the whole
date complaining about his ex, which was
a total red flag.”) The use of red print in
bank statements to show that you owe
money is the origin of the idiom in the red.
You can be red as a beetroot with either
anger or embarrassment, or both. Red
tape is bureaucracy, from
the string used to tie up
legal documents. Something
that is red hot can be one of
two opposite things: either
it’s stolen property that is
dangerous to own (and that
you don’t want to hold on
to), or it’s something new
that everyone wants.

IN A BLUE FUNK
Blue is another colour that finds its way into many idioms. To feel
blue or have the blues is to be miserable or depressed; that’s also
the origin of the blues for the music
genre, as many early blues songs
were about how hard life is. You
can also be in a blue funk, which
means the same thing. Don’t
confuse that with talking till
you’re blue in the face, which
just means to talk and talk
and talk without any effect
(the blue face is probably
because you run out of air and
die). When something comes
out of the blue it is unexpected
(also in the forms like
a bolt from the blue
or out of a clear
blue sky).

ALL ABOUT THE GREEN
Green is probably the most confusing colour, idiomatically speaking.
It can represent jealousy: you can be green with envy, and envy
itself is the green-eyed monster. Someone who is green may be
new to a job or naïve. To give something the green light, logically
enough, is to permit it to go ahead (= happen). Someone who has
a green thumb is good at gardening, someone who looks green
about the gills is probably about to be sick, and someone who is all
about the green only cares about money (from the greenish colour
of US dollars, also known as greenbacks).

A PAINTBOX OF IDIOMS

Here are ten more colour idioms, all used in the context of
real-life sentences. Can you guess what they mean?
1 My early romance novels were nothing but purple prose –
very embarrassing to read now.
2 Sean called me a liar – that’s the pot calling the kettle black!
3 My sister lives in Alaska, so I only see her once in a blue
moon.
4 My family loves my fiancé as much as I do, so they were just
tickled pink to hear that we’re getting married.
5 You need to take off your rose-tinted spectacles for
a moment and realise that there are serious problems in
the world that need fixing.
6 Reservoir Dogs and then Pulp Fiction made Tarantino
the golden boy of 1990s Hollywood.
7 She asked if I liked her dress, and of course I told a white lie.
8 There are many grey areas in the law related to stolen
animals.
9 After our exams finished, we all decided to get dressed up
and paint the town red.
10 The whole building was a white elephant, constructed at
enormous expense but never used.

S

Solutions on the CD, in the TF and
next month on the Bridge website
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B1–B2 HISTORY

We all love hearing about the clever tricks people
have used to escape from bad situations. Here are
some of our favourites.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

THE MAN YOU COULDN’T HOLD

Johnny Ramensky, born Jonas Ramanauskas in 1908, was the son
of Lithuanian immigrants to Scotland. He was a genius at getting
through security systems, and Glasgow’s criminal gangs hired him to
work for them. Unlike most of the people he worked for, Ramensky
was never violent, which is where he got his nickname, Gentle Johnny.
During the Second World War, Johnny turned his skills to good,
working as a saboteur for the commandos (elite soldiers like
the British SAS and US Navy SEALs). He was parachuted behind
enemy lines to steal documents, including
from Rommel’s headquarters in North
Africa and from Hermann Göring’s country
home. In Italy, in a search for secret
documents, he opened 14 safes in only one
day. He returned to the UK a hero, but went
back to a life of crime and soon ended up in
prison again. And again. And again.
You see, Gentle Johnny proved rather
good at escaping. When his wife died and
he was not given permission to go to her
funeral, he decided to let himself out. He
was the first person to escape from Peterhead Prison, the strongest
prison in Scotland, and even now no one knows how he did it. He
was quickly caught, but went on to escape a total of five times.

BORDER CROSSINGS

The Iron Curtain was a system of border fences that cut Europe
in half for 40 years. Thousands of people died trying to cross it,
but thousands more managed to get across – and some of their
stories are amazing.
Take, for example, the story of the “freedom tank”. It was
July 25th 1953. The border guards at Lísková didn’t pay much
attention to the small Czechoslovak tank driving slowly down
the road towards the checkpoint – until the vehicle suddenly
steered off the road, drove right through all three border
fences and didn’t stop until it was 30km into Germany! It had
not been a Czechoslovak tank at all. Three years earlier, a car
mechanic named František Uhlík had found the broken ruin
of an Austrian Saurer RR-7 (a vehicle similar to a small tank)
while working in the forest. He spent three years repairing it,
telling everyone that he was going to use it to pull logs out of
the forest. When it was working, he made it look as similar to
vehicles from the Czechoslovak army as possible, then made
his daring escape along with seven other people.
Many people decided to go either over or under the fences
rather than through them. Two East German families crossed
the border in 1979 using a hot-air balloon they made from a cloth
called taffeta. Taffeta is usually used to make beautiful dresses.
They bought lots of different pieces in different colours, so that
no one would think it was strange that they were buying so
much. It was probably the most beautiful escape balloon ever.
A former member of the Czechoslovak national cycling
team, the Slovak Róbert Hutyra, followed the Germans’
example a few years later in a balloon made from the fabric
used for windsurfing sails. He escaped with his wife, two
children and even his bicycle.

THE GREATEST

ESCAPES

UNDER THE WIRE

Stalag Luft 3 was a huge prisoner-of-war camp run by
the Luftwaffe during the Second World War. It was on soil that
was very bad for digging and had microphones in the ground to
listen for any signs of an escape attempt. Despite this, it was
the scene of two famous tunnel escapes.
For the first, some prisoners made a wooden gymnastics
horse – a piece of exercise equipment – from old boxes. Every
day they carried it outside to exercise. The secret was that two
men were hidden inside, along with eating bowls to use as tools.
All the jumping hid the sound of digging from the microphones.
It took three months to dig the 30 metres needed to get past
the fence. Three men used the tunnel to escape.
The prisoners decided to try again. They couldn’t repeat
the same trick to fool the microphones, so they had to dig very
deep: the escape tunnel was nine metres below the surface and
102 metres long, though only 60 centimetres wide. 600 people
were involved in making it, and 200 hoped to get away.
Unfortunately, the guards spotted the escaping prisoners.
Although it is known today as “the Great Escape”, almost all
the escapees were caught and more than 50 killed. Afterwards,
the guards searched the camp and learned that a lot of
things were missing: 4,000 pieces of wood from the bottoms
of beds, 90 complete beds, 635 mattresses, 192 bed covers,
161 pillow cases, 62 tables, 34 chairs, 76 benches, 1,219 knives,
478 spoons, 582 forks, 69 lamps, 246 water cans, 30 shovels,
300 metres of electric wire, 180 metres of rope and much
more – all used in the construction of the tunnel.

OUT OF THE DESERT

When the end of civilisation comes, French engineer Emile Leray is
going to be OK – he’s already proved that he can make a motorcycle
out of a car, by hand, in the middle of the desert!
In 1993, Leray drove to Morocco in his little Citroën 2CV. He
was travelling between two villages and found that the road was
blocked by the military police. They told him to go back, but instead
he decided to head into the desert and drive around. Unfortunately,
the Citroën 2CV is not a jeep: he hit a rock and destroyed
the bottom of the car. The nearest town was 30km away across
the Sahara – not a distance he could have safely walked.
He stayed where he was for 12 days and 11 nights. First, he
removed the body of the car and used it as a little house, then he
used the unbroken parts of the car to build a kind of motorbike.
It worked, and it didn’t just get him safely to the next village.
He rode it all the way back to France, and it still works today.
The only problem he had on the ride home? The police stopped
him and gave him a big fine. Apparently, “the vehicle didn’t match
the specifications of the Citroën 2CV”.

DO-IT-YOURSELF GLOSSARY
In the article, find words that mean:

1 a person who performs damaging operations in order to
prevent the success of the enemy: _______________________
2 metal boxes with special locks _______________________
3 a place where people are stopped and their identity papers
examined: _______________________
4 pieces of tree trunks or branches: _______________________
5 brave and risky: _______________________
6 a big piece of cloth that catches the wind to make a boat
move: _______________________
7 a place to hold captured enemy soldiers: _______________________
8 people who have escaped or are trying to escape:
_______________________
9 the painted metal shell of a vehicle: _______________________

S
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ARTS, NATURE
AND TECHNOLOGY
A SEMESTER IN ESTONIA
I’m embarrassed to admit that
I used to mix up the Baltic
states (Estonia, Latvia and
Lithuania) with the Balkans
(e.g. Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina). After four months
studying Estonian culture as part
of an Erasmus degree at Tallinn
University, I’ll never make that
mistake again.

industrial to trendy in the 21st century.
Telliskivi used to be known for warehouses*
and transportation. Today those industrial
spaces are covered in street art and filled
with restaurants, pubs, independent shops
and performing arts. The eastern side of
Tallinn has a more elegant (and expensive)
atmosphere, especially around Kadriorg
Park. This large green space has a palace,
a few ponds and fountains and multiple
museums inside its grounds.

Auburn Scallon (USA)

One thing that I really appreciated while
studying in Tallinn was an effort from both
government and society to make Estonian
culture accessible to outsiders. Estonians
are quite practical, accepting that they live
in a small country with a difficult language.
With that in mind, they created a program
called Culture Step to teach people

How do you sum up a culture in just a few
words? It’s not an easy task. When I try to
describe Czech culture to friends and family
members, I often talk about history, beer,
a love of the outdoors and a dark sense
of humor. If I think about my hometown
of Seattle, I’d probably say rain, coffee,
natural beauty and tech companies. If I had
to describe what I learned about Estonian
culture in just a few words, I would choose
nature, technology and the arts.

Tallinn’s Old Town is one of the best‑preserved
medieval towns in Europe.

The many murals turn some parts of Tallinn
into an outdoor gallery.

Old Town, New Neighborhoods

One of my first impressions of Estonia was
that the capital city Tallinn reminded me
a lot of Prague. The medieval Old Town is
beautifully preserved, complete with castle
walls, turrets* and cobblestoned streets.
Both capital cities are described as having
a fairy-tale atmosphere, and I have to
agree. I also learned to avoid the Old Town
on holiday weekends, when cruise ships
would arrive with thousands of tourists who
crowded into the city center.
Outside of Tallinn’s city center, each
neighborhood has its own personality. I lived
on the west side of town in an area called
Kalamaja, which means “fish house” in
Estonian. It’s on the edge of the Baltic Sea and
known for wooden houses from the 1920s and
1930s. South of Kalamaja is a neighborhood
called Telliskivi, which has gone from

12
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Connections Across Cultures

about the country’s history, arts, food,
government, architecture and environment
in some of the most popular languages
(English and Russian) while also offering
Estonian language classes. That way people
can work on getting to know the character
of the country while also learning how to
communicate.

The Artsy Side of Estonia

FIVE FAST FACTS ABOUT

ESTONIA

1

This tiny country (with more than
1,500 islands) sits right on the Baltic
Sea. Estonia shares borders with Latvia
to the south and Russia to the east, with
Finland just across the water to the north.

2

There are about 1.3 million people
in Estonia. Around 425,000 live
in the capital of Tallinn, and around
100,000 in the second-largest town,
the university town of Tartu.

3

Estonia’s history of independence
and occupation looks quite
similar to Czech history. Both Estonians
and Czechs declared independence in
1918, followed by invasion from Nazi
Germany, and then decades of outside
rule from the Soviet Union. Estonia
became independent again in 1991
and joined the EU in 2004, along with
the Czech Republic.

4
Estonia’s capital Tallinn is located right on the shore of the Baltic Sea.

Much of Estonian government and
society happens online, but there is still
a strong cultural appreciation for nature.
I got to see a documentary film about
Estonian wildlife called The Wind-Sculpted
Land. The filmmaker spent two years
filming in the forests and national parks to
capture the behavior of plants and animals
through all the different seasons. Some of
the animals that now remind me of Estonia
(and often end up on Christmas cards) are
the red foxes, grey wolves and moose with
giant antlers*.
The arts are also an essential part
of Estonian history and culture. One of
the biggest Estonian events is the Song
Festival, which began in 1869. It happens
every five years in July and brings
hundreds of choirs together to sing for
huge audiences. In the late 1980s, singing
actually helped with Estonia’s fight for
independence. Thousands of people began

gathering at the festival grounds, singing
Estonian music that was banned under
Soviet occupation. Within a few years,
the non-violent Singing Revolution had
helped to raise national spirits and led to
Estonian independence once again.
I got to experience Estonian arts in many
forms. I saw lots of dance performances,
including a classical Estonian ballet
called The Goblin. I attended an Estonian
folk‑dance festival, where all of the music
was played live, often on homemade wooden
instruments. Many of the traditional folk
dances move in circles around the room
with simple steps and stomping* feet.
In some parts of Tallinn, the streets
themselves are like an outdoor gallery,
with beautiful murals on the sides
of the buildings. One of my strongest
memories was a Christmas concert, where
an entire night of Estonian music was
played with bells of different sizes.

Estonian is the official language of
Estonia, but it’s not the only one.
There are also many Russian‑speaking
communities, especially in the east, as
well as indigenous languages, often on
the islands.

5

Estonians are very proud of their
“e-society”. Estonians can use
the internet to vote, pay taxes and
sign contracts. They are also proud
of their startup scene, which created
both Skype and Transferwise (used for
transferring money internationally).
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GLOSSARY*

turret [ˈtʌrət] – a small circular tower
warehouse [ˈweəhaʊs] – a large building for
storing things
antlers [ˈæntlə(r)z] – horns that grow from
the head of some animals (e.g. deer, reindeer,
elk) and that look like branches
to stomp [stɒmp] – to put a foot down on
the ground hard and quickly, making a loud noise

BRE X AME
Originally a fishing village, Kalamaja is now
known for its picturesque wooden houses and
bohemian atmosphere.

The industrial buildings in Telliskivi have been
turned into pubs, shops, galleries, theatres and
museums.

at weekends (BrE) x on weekends (AmE)
centre (BrE) x center (AmE)
humour (BrE) x humor (AmE)
neighbourhood (BrE) x neighborhood (AmE)
elk (BrE) x moose (AmE)
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WE’RE ALL

GEEKS
NOW

How Geek Culture
Became Mainstream

Back in the ’80s and ’90s, being labelled a geek or a nerd at
school was probably the worst thing that could happen to
you. It meant social death. It meant bullying. It meant being
hopelessly uncool. But then something happened. The things
that were associated with geeks and nerds started to
become mainstream. They started to become cool. Now geek
culture is everywhere. What on earth happened?
Liam Peach (UK)

What Makes a Geek?

We should probably start by looking at
just what a geek or a nerd is. Despite geek
culture being everywhere, dictionary
definitions are pretty negative. The Oxford
Advanced Learner’s Dictionary gives
the following definition: “a person who
is boring, wears clothes that are not
fashionable, does not know how to behave

in social situations, etc”. Ouch. It seems
the people at Oxford don’t like geeks much.
But they do provide a second definition, and
this gets closer to what it means these days
to be a geek: “a person who is very interested
in and knows a lot about a particular
subject”. Geeks are people who have
a passion for something. That’s something
pretty positive, wouldn’t you say?

Escape from Reality

Maybe because of bullying and social
alienation*, the things that geeks liked
tended to be escapist. They were worlds
they could get lost in: comics telling stories
of superheroes with special powers;
fantasy lands of wonderful creatures and
peoples; sci-fi universes with advanced
technology and alien races. When early
computers came along (especially in
the late 1970s and 1980s), the geeks were
ready. They could spend hours upon hours
programming, building, tinkering*. But
back then, it was hard to find others
who shared your enthusiasm, so
these were pretty lonely pursuits,
done alone or with small groups
of like-minded* enthusiasts. It wasn’t
until the internet became a thing (led by
tech‑savvy* geeks of course) that it became
clear just how many people were actually

Be nice to nerds.
You may end up
working for them.
into these activities. Geeks started to
realise that the niche* things they were into
were not actually all that niche.

Geek Power

Eventually the geeks grew up. But they did
not grow out of their obsessions. Instead, they
found themselves in positions of power. (As
political commentator Charles J. Sykes said,
“Be nice to nerds. You may end up working for
them. We all could.”) Bill Gates, who with his
glasses and unfashionable sweaters looked
like the archetypal* geek, revolutionised
home computing, becoming the richest man
on the planet. Tech geek Steve Jobs founded
Apple and started to make technology
sexy – an idea that used to seem impossible.
Other geeks didn’t reach such heights and
were not so into the new technology, but
still stayed true to their passions. They may
not have fitted the typical geek stereotype
with their ordinary jobs and seemingly
ordinary lives but they still filled their free
time learning every obscure* fact about
the things they loved. The geek snowball
rolled and rolled, and got bigger and bigger.

The New Normal

Fast forward to today and geek culture is
mainstream, and big business too. The DC
and Marvel comic books have become
big‑budget films that make hundreds
of millions of dollars and appear in our
cinemas more and more often. When
Avengers: Endgame was released in 2019
it became the highest grossing* film of all
time, making nearly $2.8 billion!
The popularity of the fantasy genre, once
limited to small groups of teens playing
table-top games like Dungeons and Dragons
(D&D), also exploded, giving us Peter
Jackson’s epic Lord of the Rings trilogy and
later the worldwide television phenomenon
Game of Thrones. Fans meet up at huge
comic conventions where they can meet
their heroes and dress up as their favourite
film, TV and video game characters and
celebrate their obsessions proudly.

GLOSSARY*

alienation [ˌeɪliəˈneɪʃn] – the feeling that you have no
connection with the people around you or that you
are not part of a group
to tinker [ˈtɪŋkə(r)] – to make small changes to
something in order to improve it
like-minded – sharing the same opinions or interests
savvy [ˈsævi] – having knowledge and experience
(tech-savvy = knowing a lot about modern
technology)

The Big Bang Theory, which starred a group of socially-inept science nerds,
quickly became one of the biggest shows in the world.

And geeks now appear in front of
the camera as main characters too.
The Big Bang Theory starred a group of
four socially-inept*, comic book-obsessed
science nerds at the California Institute
of Technology. It quickly became one
of the biggest shows in the world. More
recently the Netflix hit Stranger Things
featured another group of fantasy loving,
D&D-playing teens. “Geek chic” even
became a thing in the fashion world, with
models and celebrities wearing previously

unfashionable clothes that were thought
to be part of the geek uniform. Even
hardcore geek activities like computer
programming are becoming cool, and
the new billionaires like Jeff Bezos and
Elon Musk come from nerdy, tech-loving
backgrounds.
So it is clear that these days geek culture
and pop culture are nearly impossible to
separate. We have all become geeks. In fact,
maybe most of us were geeks all along – we
just no longer have to hide it.

GEEK PRIDE DAY

May 25th is Geek Pride Day, a celebration
of all things geeky. The date was
chosen because it is the anniversary of
the original premiere of Star Wars in
1977. At the first-ever Geek Pride Day in
Spain in 2006, attendees drew up a list
of the basic rights and responsibilities
of geeks, such as “the right to not
like football or any other sport” and
“the right to not be in style”. Obviously,
it is not a serious event!

niche [niːʃ] – interesting only to a small group of
people
archetypal [ˌɑːkiˈtaɪpl] – typical
obscure [əbˈskjʊə(r)] – not well known
highest grossing [ˈɡrəʊsɪŋ] – making the biggest
amount of money
inept [ɪˈnept] – not skilled (socially‑inept = not
knowing how to behave in social situations, how to
interact with other people)

GEEK
SPEAK
In current usage, you can be a geek
about almost anything that needs
specialist knowledge. People describe
themselves as geeks in different areas:
election geeks, opera geeks, grammar
geeks, marketing geeks, even car geeks
(sports fans should be sports geeks,
obviously, but they generally don’t like
the name).
When you get enthusiastic about
something in a way that only another
geek can understand, you geek out
over it. (“Yesterday we were geeking out
over the Ferrari F50.”) Of course, you
don’t have to be a movie geek to enjoy
a trip to the cinema, but some things
are only interesting or fun for people
with specialist knowledge, and these
can be described as geeky. (“Statistics
is a geeky topic.” “This conversation is
too geeky for me.”) A person can also be
described as geeky if their geekery is
a major part of their personality.
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B1 MATURITA / DIDAKTICKÝ TEST

CD

Tracks
1–4

LISTENING
PART FOUR

8 POINTS / 2 POINTS PER QUESTION

You will hear people talking in four different situations. For questions 1–4, choose the correct answer: A, B, C or D.

1

3

What kind of film are the people
going to watch tonight?

2

How does the woman feel about
her job now? She

A Thriller

A is bored with it.

B Comedy

B is angry about it.

C Romance

C is excited about it.

D Science fiction

D is satisfied with it.

Which photo is Max’s favourite
in Sophie’s album?
A Sunset over Rome
B Rainbow over a lake
C Mountains and flowers
D The Colosseum at night

4

Which activity will be delayed?
A The book signing
B The concert by a local singer
C The digital-painting workshop
D The talk on travelling in Africa

S
16
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Solutions in the TF and next
month on the Bridge website

T H E
E R
P U Z Z L

PUZZLE

1

2
3

Word Spiral

This puzzle comes with two sets of
clues. Use both sets of clues to solve
the puzzle. When it is completed, each
letter will be used twice, with one
series of words reading inwards from
the outside and another series of words
reading outwards from the centre.
Some of the words are quite high-level,
so if you get stuck on a clue, try solving
the words in the opposite direction.

36

107–102 Ten years (6)
101–96 Thousands of kilograms (6)
95–90 A small restaurant (6)
89–84 A foot–powered pleasure boat
of the kind you find on a river or
lake (6)
83–79 A beautiful (maybe French!)
woman; also, the name of
a Disney princess (5)

56

77

80

60

76

94

97

37

8

39

98

64
40

74

73

101
102

86

41

66

12

87

88
69

68
44

78–74 Using a lot of speech or writing
to say not very much (5)

15

16

45
17

22

49
89

43
14

72

71
48

70

67

42
13

90

103

23

50

104

85

24

51

105

100

25

52

106

91

84

65

11

75

93

99

26

53

92

83

63

9

10

82

62

27

54

95

96

81

61

28

55

78

79

107

38

From the centre:

59
35

29

57

58

34

6

30

33

5

7

31

32

4

47

21

20

46
19
18

73–70 Aid, assistance; a Beatles song!
(4)
69–63 A thing you must do in a video
game; it might be impossible if
you’re Tom Cruise! (7)
62–56 Illegal or forbidden; from
the Latin licitus, meaning legal
or permitted (7)
55–50 Packing boxes, e.g. for beer (6)
49–45 A student at school; the black
dot in the centre of your eye (5)
44–41 The Beehive State, home to Salt
Lake City (4)
40–35 Ordinary, not rare (6)
34–31 (Of a number) Not odd (4)
30–24 Makes (someone) a priest or
minister of the Church (7)
23–16 Thinks about one thing all
the time and is unable to stop
thinking about it (8)
15–9 A singer with a very
high‑pitched voice; or, possibly,
an American TV gangster! (7)
8–1 Anxious and worried (8)

S

From the outside:
1–7 A sweet dish eaten after a meal
(7)
8–12 A way of measuring distances
using sound, like a bat; commonly
used to explore the sea bed (5)
13–21 Owns (9)
22–27 A country bordered by Serbia,
Montenegro and Croatia (6)

67–72 Not complicated (6)
73–77 (Of technology, etc.) Connected
to water (5)
78–81 Healthy, not ill (4)
82–86 A virus first identified in South
Sudan and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo (5)

28–32 A pilotless aircraft (5)

87–93 Expels (a criminal, etc.) from
a country (7)

33–37 The injected poison of a snake or
other animal (5)

94–98 Henrik _______________ , Norwegian
playwright and author (5)

38–42 A hot drink made from coffee
and chocolate (5)
43–47 An upward–facing bell‑like flower
connected with Holland (5)
48–52 Unhappy or angry (5)
53–58 The very cold region around
the North Pole (6)

99–103 Significant, important; also
means noticed or written down
as a reminder (5)
104–107 Passed (an exam, etc.) with
the highest marks; in tennis,
made a legal serve that
the opposing player did not
touch (4)

59–66 The state bordering Indiana and
the Mississippi River (8)

Solutions in the TF and next
month on the Bridge website
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A long chain of mountain ranges called
the North American Cordillera runs along
the whole western side of the continent.
The Canadian Rockies are the best-known,
but the biggest are the Saint Elias Mountains,
which run from Canada into Alaska. Nineteen
of Canada’s 20 highest mountains are here,
including the highest of all, Mount Logan
(5,959m).

The Eastern Mountain
Ranges

Vancouver

Inuvik

Edmonton

Inuvik is not Canada’s most
northerly settlement, but it’s
the first that’s big enough to be
called a town. The population is
just over 3,000, and more than
two-thirds of the inhabitants
are indigenous, mostly Inuvialuit
(a branch of the Inuit). It’s inside
the Arctic Circle: the sun is in
the sky for 56 days in midsummer,
and the winter night lasts 30
days. That makes the winters quite chilly, normally between -20°C and -30°C,
though the record was -56.7°C. It’s very isolated, as the closest city, Anchorage
in Alaska, is over 1,000km away; the next closest is Edmonton, a 1,800km drive.
Grizzly bears, polar bears and lots of other wildlife can be seen in this area.

Polar Night

Toronto

Ottawa

Montreal

The central province of Manitoba has
only one large city: the provincial capital
of Winnipeg, which has a population of
around 700,000. No other city has more
than 50,000 people, and there are only
30 towns and cities with a population of
more than 1,000 in the province. Churchill, on
the Hudson Bay, just misses that list: it has
only 900 residents, but thousands of tourists
visit every year to see polar bears in winter
and beluga whales in summer.

Winnipeg

Churchill

CANADA
Belugas and Bears

The largest city in Quebec, and
second‑largest in Canada, is Montreal.
More than half the population are primarily
French-speaking, and only 15% are mainly
English-speaking, though around 60% of
people can speak both languages fluently.
These facts make it one of the most bilingual
cities in the world. Montreal is a cultural and
business centre. Its annual jazz festival is
one of the most famous in the world. It’s also
famous for its many churches; its nickname
is La Ville Aux Cent Clochers, the city of
a hundred steeples (= bell towers). The writer
Mark Twain said, “This is the first time I was
ever in a city where you couldn’t throw
a brick without breaking a church window.”

The French City

A large part of Canada is within the Arctic
Circle. This is a land of permafrost (= always
frozen ground). It includes the lowland area
known as the Canadian Shield as well as
mountainous regions.

The Far North

What are these
famous Canadian
landmarks? See
what you can guess
about each one,
then scan the QR code or go to
tinyurl.com/CompellingCanada
to check your answers and
learn more about them.

1

TASK: COMPELLING CANADA

Vancouver has the highest population
density in Canada, with over 5,400 people
per square kilometre. It is ethnically and
linguistically diverse: half its population
are native speakers of neither English nor
French. It’s regularly rated one of the top
five cities in the world for quality of life but
it’s also the most expensive city in Canada.
Its biggest industry is forestry, but it’s also
an important port, a centre for tourism and
a major centre for the film industry, hence
the nickname Hollywood North.

Hollywood North

2

Never heard of “oil sands”? To some,
Canada’s oil sands promise decades of
energy and economic growth for North
America; for others, it’s an environmental
catastrophe. Scan the QR code or go to
youtu.be/Ro0LWXPlTSA to watch a short
video that is a good introduction to the subject.

Edmonton is known as “the city of festivals”
because there are cultural events, concerts
and music festivals pretty much all the time.
Its other nickname is “the gateway to
the North” because it is the base for the huge
local oil industry. The massive oil sands
projects in northern Alberta, described
by some as the world’s most destructive
oil operation, are the main reason for
Edmonton’s economic success. The industry
is also represented in the name of the local
hockey team, the Edmonton Oilers
(the home team of Wayne Gretzky, hockey’s
greatest‑ever player).

Oil Town

3

4

5

Canada has around 3.5 million km2 of forest –
9% of all the forest in the world. In the west
are forests with huge conifers (= trees with
needles) that grow to around 100 metres. In
the east are beautiful mixed forests, with trees
including the Canadian maple. By far the biggest
is the boreal (= northern) forest, which in
Europe is known as taiga. It is the largest intact
(= undamaged by human activity) forest on earth.

Canada’s Great Forests

Toronto, located in Ontario, is Canada’s
largest city, and the fourth-largest city in
North America (only Mexico City, New York
City and Los Angeles are bigger). It’s one
of the most multiracial cities in the world.
Toronto lies at the heart of the Golden
Horseshoe, an area of almost continuous
towns and cities around the western end
of Lake Ontario (one of the Great Lakes). It
covers only 0.3% of Canada, but is home to
more than 20% of the population.

Canadian Crowds

6

Ottawa is the capital of Canada, though
only the fourth-biggest city. It’s home to
the Parliament Buildings and many other
historic buildings, and in general it’s richer
than most other Canadian cities. It’s officially
a French-English bilingual city, though most
people speak English as a first language. It’s
quieter than Toronto or Montreal, generally
more orientated towards sports than nightlife.

The Capital
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ou know the expression “there’s no such thing as
a bad idea”? Obviously, some things are bad ideas,
like trying to catch a moving train with your teeth or
dancing around on a mountaintop in a thunderstorm,
waving a lightning rod.
Nevertheless, I’m sure that someone, somewhere would look at
both of those ideas and think, “Well, it’s worth a try.” And someone
else would follow up with “I could make money out of that.” So
let’s celebrate the ability of really intelligent people to come up
with really terrible ideas. Here are a few awful things seriously
suggested by people who should know better.

The Big Warehouse
in the Sky
Amazon really loves getting patents on completely crazy ideas it
never expects to use. Like robot arms that throw products around
the warehouse (because carrying things is so boring, I guess) and
wheeled cages for workers (because if you’ve got robots throwing
packages around, you need to keep those soft, breakable humans
out of the way).
Or flying warehouses. After all, why have your huge warehouse
on the edge of town, where people have to drive delivery vans
along roads, when you can hang it from a massive balloon right
above the city and do deliveries by drone? “The AFC (airborne
fulfillment center) may be an airship that remains at a high altitude
(e.g. 45,000 feet),” the Amazon patent explains calmly. It’s hard to
imagine any possible problems with having a few thousand tons
of electronics and household items hanging from a balloon 13km
above a city full of people, right?

20
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How to Spot
an Opportunity
If you want to watch videos on your phone, there’s YouTube, with more
than 31 million channels, there’s TikTok and there are other apps that
give you videos for free (though not always legally). There are also
services you can pay for, like Netflix, HBO Max, Disney+, Amazon Prime
and Hulu. It takes a special kind of genius to look at all of this and think
“You know what the world really needs? A streaming video service!”
The people behind Quibi were sure they had a winning idea.
Their videos would be filmed for watching on mobile phones
(and only on mobile phones), nothing would be longer than ten
minutes and users would pay for every video. For some reason,
investors thought this was a brilliant idea. They put $1.75 billion
into the new company, which then spent over $1 billion on new
programmes. Quibi launched in April 2020, and was dead before
the end of the year, its billion-dollar video library sold off for under
$100 million. The company
blamed covid-19.
Yeah, we’re sure it
would have been
such a success
otherwise.

Digital Ghosts
Microsoft doesn’t have the most wonderful history with its
attempts at advanced chatbots. Chatbot Tay learnt about human
interaction from Twitter and took 24 hours to turn into an abusive
racist Nazi, and Zo, the “politically correct” update, ended up rudely
ending any conversation where anyone mentioned Islam or Judaism
(“like I’m better than u bye”).
With that in mind, our eyes almost popped out of our heads
when we read that Microsoft has applied for a patent to make
chatbots of dead people based on their social media activity. Yes,
someone at Microsoft thinks that after losing a loved one, we
might want to bring them back as an artificial (un)intelligence
chatbot, with a personality based on Twitter, Facebook and
TikTok. The patent also suggests people might want to use this for
celebrities or even to make chatbot versions of themselves. So if
you didn’t want to chat to a ghost, you could instead enter into
a creepy relationship with a digital stranger or a fake version of
yourself. It all sounds very healthy.

The Most Successful
Disaster

Sometimes, a bad idea succeeds. That
doesn’t make it a good idea. You
probably know what Bitcoin is:
a kind of money that doesn’t
need a bank, a country or
a mint (= a place where
coins and banknotes are
made). It can’t be forged
(= faked) and it can’t
usually be traced. It’s
really great if you want
to hide your money from
the government so you
don’t pay taxes or if you
want to buy something
illegal. Oh, and if you
forget the password to your
“wallet”, it’s just gone and
cannot be accessed in any way –
thanks to which Bitcoins with an
estimated value of $200 trillion have
been lost forever. But none of these are
why Bitcoin is such a bad idea.
To “mine” (make) a new Bitcoin, you need to
do some calculations on a computer. The way Bitcoin works, it’s
harder and harder to do this all the time. It needs more and more
computer power. And the computers that do this use electricity.
A lot of electricity. More electricity than Argentina. According
to calculations published on the Digiconomist blog, the carbon
footprint of a single Bitcoin transaction is the same as 52,043 hours
of watching YouTube. Guys… you do know there’s a climate crisis?

Slavery for
the Space Age

A few of the mega-rich of this planet, like
Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos, are busily making
plans to escape to Mars if Earth turns
into an environmental disaster zone full
of desperate poor people. Of course, very
few people would be able to afford to join
the new colony. Elon Musk has suggested
that those unable to pay the millions needed
for a first-class rocket to the red planet
could instead borrow the money and then
work to pay off the debt once they get there.
Of course, the nature of the work, the rate
of pay, the price of food and accommodation
and so on would all be set by the owners,
and anyone unhappy with the arrangement
would be trapped on a deadly planet 200
million kilometres from Earth. I can’t
remember what history teaches us about
privately owned colonies with workers who
have no way of going home, but there’s
probably no reason to worry.
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SHARING
YOUR FEELINGS

HEARTSTREAM
BY TOM POLLOCK

Part sci-fi, part romance, part thriller, Heartstream by
Tom Pollock is a short but tense and exciting read. The two
main characters, Cat and Amy, each face a nightmare
situation that’s only partly under their control, and where
the smallest mistake could have terrible effects.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

“Let Us Feel”

Amy Becker is one of a new generation of
social-media influencers. She shares much of
her life with her thousands of followers. Her
fans aren’t interested in the carefully curated*
“reality” of Instagram or TikTok. They don’t
want her because she’s a celebrity or because
she’s got a funny sense of humour. They want
to feel, and Amy has the very latest tech: three
coin-sized patches* attached to her head that
let her livestream her emotions directly via
the Heartstream application.
At the very start of the book, Amy is attending
her mother’s funeral, and has disconnected
from Heartstream. She is instantly flooded with
thousands of notifications from her followers,
all desperate to live her feelings. They are so

AMY

What is wrong with me? Feel something, Becker,
anything: your mum is dead!
But I can’t. I think I’m broken. Sitting here in
church with my full inbox and my empty heart
with every single person I love in the world
crying, and me with tear ducts* a cactus would
be proud of. It’s staggeringly* lonely.
And loneliness has always been my kryptonite*.
I thumb the icon in the top right-hand corner
of the app, the cutesy one of a blue heart giving off
radio waves. The patches heat up behind my ears.
A couple of seconds later, the responses start
to roll in.
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addicted to Amy’s emotions that they feel
entitled* (“You owe us!”), and some cannot
separate their own lives from Amy’s. “I’m so
lost right now. I don’t know what I’m going to
do without Mum”, one writes, as though it’s their
mother and not Amy’s that has died.
Amy and her younger brother find hundreds
of her most hardcore followers waiting in front
of the funeral home, eyes dark from lack of
sleep and wet with the tears of Amy’s sadness.
But that’s nothing compared to the shock
of finding a stranger waiting in her kitchen,
someone who has been inside her head and
who is now making cups of tea, offering sweet
buns – and wearing a bomb big enough to
completely destroy her home.

Thank youuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu!!!
Literally crying here, in floods. Thank you,
Ame!!!
OMG the numbness*!!!
So intense, so truthful!!!
I feel sick.
Copyright Tom Pollock.
Reproduced with the permission of the author.

Rock Star
Super‑Fan

Catherine “Cat” Canczuk’s relationship to social
media is different. It’s one that would feel very
familiar to fandoms* on Tumblr or TikTok. She’s
one of thousands of hardcore fans of a rock band.
The band’s media access is carefully managed
and controlled by their record label, but the fans
believe they can uncover “the truth”, in particular
about the romantic relationships they imagine
between different members of the band.
Cat loves her community, but even she can tell it
has a darker side. She’s seen her best friend taking
some pretty extreme action to stop people insulting
the band or rejecting the fan theories. She’s seen
how quickly even an anonymous commenter can
be hacked, doxxed* and destroyed. It’s a source of
pride: Start a fight with one of us, you start a fight
with all of us!
Then a chance meeting leaves Cat with a secret.
It’s a secret that could turn her very clever, very
dangerous best friend against her – not to mention
the business people behind one of the world’s
biggest and most profitable rock bands and a few
hundred thousand obsessed fans.

Two Stories
Become One

Amy and Cat tell their own stories
very naturally, using everyday
vocabulary, which means it’s not an
especially difficult read. On the other
hand, the book uses the everyday
vocabulary of two teenagers who spend
an extreme amount of time online,
so readers should be prepared for
plenty of internet-related slang (from
scrolling, streaming and reblogging to
concern trolls and cucks•).
The two stories don’t move at
the same pace. Cat’s story starts out as
a romance and takes place over several
months, while Amy’s is a tense thriller
that mostly happens over just a few
hours. At first it feels a bit confusing that
they are in one novel, but Heartstream
is full of twists* you won’t see coming –
and with each twist, the girls’ stories
gradually come together.

CAT

That’s the thing people don’t get about the fandom.
They think we believe Ryan and Nick are a couple
because the idea of two hot boys together is
a turn-on*, or because it’s some kind of weird way
of exerting* control over them. But it’s not about
the boys. Not really. Believing in Rick [= a blend of
Ryan and Nick] is what gets us up in the morning;
it’s what tells me who’ll be a good friend; it’s what
makes a joke so funny that we’ll snort* tea over it, all
the funnier for the fact that civilians [= non-fans]
don’t get it. It’s what makes us a community; it’s
what makes us us.
It’s the most precious thing in the universe.
Copyright Tom Pollock.
Reproduced with the permission of the author.

GLOSSARY*

kryptonite – a fictional material in
DC comic books that takes away
curated – managed and presented, as in
Superman’s powers
a museum or art gallery
patch – a piece of material that attaches numbness – lack of feeling
fandom – a subculture made of fans
to something
(from fan+dom, the second syllable in
entitled – having a right to something;
kingdom)
often used negatively and ironically
to dox (also doxx) – to reveal someone’s
tear duct – the hole by your eye that
identity and personal information
tears come out of when you cry
online
staggeringly – extremely

THE AUTHOR

London-based writer Tom Pollock’s
books include a young adult fantasy
trilogy set in London (The Skyscraper
Throne) and a psychological thriller called
White Rabbit, Red Wolf. Heartstream
is his latest book, published in English
in 2019 and in a Czech translation by
Fragment earlier this year.
This isn’t the first time Tom has
appeared in Bridge; we interviewed him
about young adult fiction in 2018 while he
was still writing Heartstream.
To read that interview
scan the QR code or go
to bit.ly/BridgeTomPollock.

turn-on – something causing excitement
to exert – to use or apply (a force, etc.)
to snort – to make a pig-like noise
through the nose, e.g. while laughing
twist – an unexpected event in a story
that changes everything

LANGUAGE POINT•

Extremely online slang
Reblogging is the Tumblr equivalent to
Facebook’s sharing and Twitter’s retweets.
A concern troll is someone who pretends
to be worried about an ethical aspect of
an issue in order to prevent discussion.
Cuck is an insult meaning a weak man who
is manipulated by women, used especially
by people on the political right.
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ACTION, ENTERTAINMENT
Marvel’s Two New Superhero Series
Marvel Studios has so far made
23 superhero movies, with more on
the way. They tend to tell stories of
superpowered heroes saving the earth, or
at least the US. However, the company has
also recently released two new streaming
series with slightly different themes,
including a focus on mental health.
Auburn Scallon (USA)

WANDAVISION

The series WandaVision takes two superhero
characters out of their usual action setting and instead
puts them in US sitcoms from different decades. This
sounds like a strange concept, but that’s part of what
makes it so much fun. In the first episode, Wanda
and Vision are living in the 1950s (filmed in black and
white), making jokes and meeting their neighbors as
a traditional housewife and her husband. They live in
a small town with a neighbor named Agnes and some
other townspeople. The second episode keeps the same
characters but changes the clothing, hairstyles and
furniture to those of the 1960s. Episode 3 jumps
forward again into the 1970s, and so on through to
the 2000s.
The feel of each episode is inspired by real TV of each
decade, but you don’t need to know the original shows
to enjoy WandaVision. Over nine 30-minute episodes,
the series slowly reveals why these superheroes are
living inside different television shows. Without spoiling
too much, I will say that mental health, especially grief
(= the sadness that comes from losing loved ones), plays
an important part.

WHO ARE THEY?
Wanda Maximoff (aka* Scarlet Witch)

grew up in the imaginary (= not real)
country of Sokovia, which is supposed
to be near Czechia and Slovakia. Wanda
has a twin brother named Pietro. Their
parents died while they were quite young,
and Wanda and Pietro volunteered to be
part of government experiments that
helped give them superpowers. Later in
life, Wanda became one of the Avengers,
a team of superheroes. She met and
fell in love with Vision, and the two
became a couple.

Vision is not actually a human

being. He is an artificial
intelligence inside a body made
from a very strong imaginary
metal called vibranium. He
also has a yellow jewel called
the Mind Stone in his head,
which gives him additional
powers. He is incredibly
intelligent and almost
always calm. Vision is one of
the Avengers and is in love
with Wanda.

GOOD TO KNOW

— The premieres of the seventh,
eighth and ninth episodes caused
Disney+ to go down (= stop
working) for ten minutes, due to•
too many people trying to watch
them.
— When filming the pilot episode,
which is set in the 1950s, crew
members came to set in ’50s-era
clothing. It was also filmed in
front of a live studio audience.
— Most of the black-and-white
sequences were shot in black and
white, not converted to black
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and white using a computer. This
meant that the colors of props,
costumes and makeup had to
be changed: Vision, for example,
had to be painted blue instead of
maroon (= reddish purple).
— A total of 47 different camera
lenses were used for the various
time periods covered in
WandaVision, modified to keep
the characteristics of actual
period lenses. Also, different
studio lighting was used for
each period.

AND… MENTAL HEALTH?
GOOD TO KNOW
— The Falcon and the Winter Soldier
was being filmed in Prague (with
locations including Olšany Cemetery
and the Monastery of Saint Gabriel
in Smíchov) when the covid-19
pandemic hit and production was
interrupted. The Prague scenes were
finally finished in October 2020.
— The actor playing “US Agent” –
Captain America’s replacement
– originally auditioned for (= tried
to get) the role of Captain America
years ago, but lost to Chris Evans.
— Audiences have noticed similarities
between events in the TV show and
the world of the covid-19 pandemic.
That’s partly by chance, but
the writers also made some changes
during lockdowns to make the series
even more relevant.

THE FALCON AND
THE WINTER SOLDIER
The newest Marvel series, The Falcon and
the Winter Soldier, has a more traditional action
feel. However, in addition to the fighting and
the military missions, this series also takes a look
at mental health. Bucky (aka the Winter Soldier)
is required to speak to a therapist to deal with his
years of being a brainwashed assassin (= killer).
The Falcon is another hero, Sam Wilson. Bucky
and Sam were in the Avengers together, and both
are ex-soldiers, but the two were never close.
Even when they were with the Avengers, they
half-joked about hating each other. Now they
have both lost their friend, Captain America, and
must even talk to a therapist together. The series
handles these mental health moments with
a combination of comedy and seriousness. Will
they become friends by the end of the series
(while fighting some kind of villain, naturally)?
You’ll have to watch and see.

LANGUAGE POINTS•

• aka stands for “also known as”. Each letter is pronounced
separately (a-k-a). Example: Peter Parker, aka SpiderMan, is from New York City.
• Due to can mean “because of” (“Closed due to illness”)
or “scheduled to” (“The train is due to arrive at 8pm”).
• In US usage, a veteran means anyone who has been
in the military but who is no longer in service. When
referring to the military in BrE, it means anyone with
long military experience, including serving soldiers.

— The series was originally due to•
be released in 2020. The delay
to 2021 meant it came out on
the 80th anniversary of the first
appearance of Captain America.

WHO ARE THEY?
Sam Wilson is from the US
state of Louisiana. He used
to be part of the US Air Force,
but is now a veteran•. He
met Captain America around
the year 2014 and they became
friends. Falcon does not have
any specific superpowers, but
he uses a mechanical suit with
wings and weapons to fly and
fight with the Avengers.

James “Bucky” Barnes is more than
100 years old. He and Captain America were
friends in the 1940s. Bucky has a complicated
history. He fought with the US Army in
the Second World War, but was later
brainwashed by a group of villains who trained
him as an assassin. In the 2000s, Captain
America helped Bucky remember who he really
was. Bucky spent some time with the people
of Wakanda (another imaginary country,
this time in Africa, as seen in the film Black
Panther) before he joined the Avengers again.
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CLASS
OF 2021
THE RETURN OF LIVE MUSIC IS COMING
SOON(ISH), WHICH MEANS IT’S TIME TO DO OUR
HOMEWORK ON WHICH NEW PERFORMERS TO
WATCH OUT FOR. I’VE DONE MINE ALREADY.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

PI C K YO EFAR
TH E

London-based Baby Queen is my personal pick* for best new
artist. She decided that she was going to be the new queen of pop
when she was an 11-year-old Taylor Swift superfan, but it was only
last May that she wrote and recorded her first single, “Internet
Religion”. Since then, she’s put out a stream of songs that are
incredibly catchy while also dealing with serious subjects, such
as mental health, obsession and internet addiction.
In the year or so she’s
been making music, Baby
Scan the QR code or go to
youtu.be/9wEc-vNdST0
Queen has made several
to watch Baby Queen
brilliant music videos,
performing her song
done a “virtual tour”
“Want Me”.
supporting* Yungblud,
had 100-person Zoom conversations with fans and has even
taken to speaking to some of her fans every day on WhatsApp
and FaceTime. She also has a tongue-in-cheek* video series
called The Baby Queen Show on her YouTube channel. She’s as
eager as everyone to move out of “virtual everything”, though,
and she’s working hard to make sure her live show is bigger and
better than anyone expects. “The world has no freaking* idea
what’s coming for it,” she promises.

G AR D EN
PARTY
DANCE

Porij (pronounced
Scan the QR code or go to
“porridge”, like
youtu.be/JIsp9x6GB_s to
the breakfast food)
watch Porij performing
play cool and very
their song “150” with vocals
streamed in via a smart TV.
danceable electro
pop. When they
started working together, the main thing they had in common
(apart from all being music students at the same college
in Manchester) was that they all wanted to play live. When
a friend’s band had to cancel a concert and asked if they could
step in, they jumped at the chance – then had to write most of
the music in just a week! Within months they’d earned a great
reputation in the north of England as a live band, their songs
were on the radio and major success lay just ahead.
Then 2020 happened. With all their gigs cancelled, they’ve
been limited to recording at home. At first, they each had to
work in a different room in their university accommodation.
Last summer, Tommy (vocals and guitar), Jammo (bass) and
Tom (drums) moved into a student house, so three-quarters
of the band was in lockdown together. They even played some
live sessions in their garden, with Eggy (vocals and keyboards)
streaming in via a smart TV. It’s enough to make us excited
about when they finally get to go on tour.

PO P-P U NSK
Q U EEN

If you are into punky pop music with heavy guitars and
danceable energy, get ready to love Meet Me @ The Altar
(shortened to MM@TA). Singer Edith, guitarist Téa and
drummer Ada met online, and for the first three years the band
mainly existed online as well: one lived in Florida, one in
Georgia and the third in New Jersey, so they couldn’t exactly
pop over to each other’s houses to rehearse* after school.
When covid-19 came along, they decided they’d rather be
locked down together than with their families, so they moved
into a “band house” and got down to work.
In 2020, MM@TA put
Scan the QR code or go to
out two new singles, one
youtu.be/SSFWTNbuteQ
in April and another in
to watch the video for
May. The second of these,
Meet Me @ The Altar’s
song “Garden”.
“Garden”, got a lot of
attention, and in October
they signed to Fueled By Ramen, the record label behind Twenty
One Pilots and Panic! At The Disco. The girls of MM@TD are now
desperate* to go on tour. “When bands can play again at the end
of the pandemic,” Téa says, “the scene is just ready to explode.”

PRACTISE PHRASAL VERBS

There are a lot of phrasal verbs in the article. Can you match
them to their meanings?
1 to watch out for sth
2 to step in
3 to get to do sth
4 to be into sth
5 to pop over
6 to get down to sth
7 to put out
8 to take to sth
9 to show off sth

S

A to be able or allowed to
do something
B to be ready to notice a specific
thing
C to enter into an activity or
situation
D to like something, to be
enthusiastic about something
E to make it possible for others to
see and admire something
F to release (a record, etc.)
G to start doing something
H to start doing something as
a habit
I to visit

Solutions in the TF and next
month on the Bridge website

A N EW
G ENRE
Odeal started to take music seriously when he was at
secondary school in south London, making R&B that showed
off his sweet voice but that was otherwise… well, pretty
average, to be honest. Then he went to Nigeria for a year,
where no one was interested in his sweet R&B pop. Instead,
young artists were busy inventing a new sound, Alté (from
“alternative”), mixing Nigerian Afrobeat with genres such as rap
and R&B. Odeal is now one of the first artists to be introducing
the Alté sound to an international audience, combining it
with elements of genres from grime (UK hip hop) to Jamaican
dancehall and reggae.
He’s still unknown
Scan the QR code or go
youtu.be/XebPpA5PmIg
to most music fans, but
and tell me you wouldn’t
music journalists are
fall in love dancing to
this in the sunshine.
starting to take note* and
he’s got a new record deal
with the major label Warner Records. His problem is that Alté is
new even to African audiences, and few in the UK or Europe have
even heard of it. It isn’t easy to introduce a new genre – how
will people find your music if it doesn’t fit a familiar, popular
category? If Odeal gets the opportunity to play at summer
music festivals, though, I’m sure things will change fast.

GLOSSARY*

pick – choice
to support [səˈpɔːt] – to perform before the main performer
tongue-in-cheek – joking, not to be taken seriously
freaking – a word used for emphasis instead of a swear word
to rehearse (noun: rehearsal) [rɪˈhɜːs, rɪˈhɜːsl] – to practise before a public
performance
desperate [ˈdespərət] – when you’re desperate to do something, you want to
do it very much
to take note – to pay attention
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Pooping Dogs,
Torture and the
Buddhist Hell
The World’s
Weirdest
Theme Parks
If you’re bored with the rollercoasters
and junk food of traditional theme
parks, then maybe you need something
a little weirder. How about crocodiles,
unicorn hell and psychological terror?
Here are some of the weirdest theme
parks in the world.
Damien Galeone (USA)

Crocosaurus Cove

Where on earth could there be a crocodile theme park? If you
answered “only in Australia”, then you are absolutely correct.
Crocosaurus Cove in Darwin offers visitors the opportunity to
meet crocodiles up close in lots of ways, some more frightening
than others. Visitors can hold a baby croc, watch big crocodiles eat
meat, or even fish for crocodiles. Don’t worry, the crocs don’t get
hurt and, hopefully, neither do the visitors. But the biggest – and
scariest-sounding – attraction is the Cage of Death. Visitors get
into the water with one of the world’s most terrifying predators:
the saltwater crocodile. They watch from behind safety glass as
the huge and aggressive crocs swim, hunt and dive. Crocosaurus
Cove hosts business events and Christmas parties. Nothing says
“Christmas” quite like crocodiles, right? Well, only in Australia.
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Survival Drama

If you ever think to yourself, “Geez, I’d really like to experience
the brutalities of Soviet communism,” then you’re in luck. Just 25km
outside of Vilnius in Lithuania is Survival Drama, a theme park that
transports visitors back to the Communist USSR. Visitors are stripped
of* their belongings and money and given flimsy* coats. Then they go
five meters underground, where they are interrogated* by aggressive
guards, threatened with dogs and forced to learn the USSR anthem.
It’s so intense that visitors need to sign a waiver* saying they won’t
sue the park for psychological and physical trauma. So, if you want
to add terror and scary dogs to your summer holiday, buy a ticket to
Vilnius and kiss your loved ones goodbye.

TASK

Read about one more theme park and
fill in the missing words (one word in
each gap).

Dickens World

Do you love the books of Charles Dickens,

Suoi Tien Amusement Park

Located close to Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam, this water park
is devoted to Vietnamese culture and Buddhism. The animals
depicted in attractions and rides all have Buddhist significance
(= importance) – the dragon, tortoise, phoenix and unicorn. There
are also scorpions, dogs and golden monkeys who run around
causing mischief* (don’t worry, they’re really park employees
in costumes). Visitors can even go to Buddhist heaven, or to
the so‑called Unicorn Palace. Though it sounds like a fun happy
place, it’s actually a rather shocking version of the traditional
Buddhist hell. Visitors descend (= go down) into the dark where
there are men screaming and being eaten and boiled. Yikes!
Perhaps the most disturbing attraction is the Crocodile Kingdom,
where visitors can feed the 1,500 live crocodiles with very few
safety measures. So be careful not to fall into the Crocodile
Kingdom, or you might end up in the Unicorn Palace!

like Oliver Twist, Great Expectations
and A Christmas Carol? Dickens World
was a re‑creation 1 _____________ Victorian
London. This was a bit less romantic
2 _____________you might be thinking since
visitors had to walk through run-down*
houses and dark, scary alleys. There was
a haunted house 3 _____________ belonged
to Ebenezer Scrooge, and a jail holding all
of Dickens’ criminal characters (Dickens
loved writing about scary villains and
invented a lot of them). Visitors watched
interactions 4 _____________ animatronic
Dickensian characters, such 5 _____________

BonBon Land

If you love rollercoasters and waterslides,
then run to BonBon Land right now! If you
don’t love poop, pee and farts, then run away
from BonBon Land right now! Located about
100 km from Copenhagen, the park was
inspired by a Danish sweets company which
made candy with funny names like “farting
dog” and “bird droppings”. BonBon Land’s
attractions and thrill rides are similarly
themed, with vomiting rodents*, pooping
dogs and peeing ants. One rollercoaster
carries people past big piles of poop (it’s
plastic, don’t worry). Sounds pretty weird,
right? Maybe, but BonBon Land is very
popular, especially with kids. Because all kids
love flying through the air past pooping dogs
while eating a bag of bird droppings, right?

orphans, prostitutes and pickpockets.
Unfortunately, it closed in 2016, so
6 _____________ you want to visit Dickens
World today, you’ll just have 7 _____________
read one of his novels.

S

Dwarf Empire

If you are now imagining a city of little people
living in little stone castles, then you are
100% correct. Dwarf Empire, aka* Kingdom
of the Little People, is located in Kunming,
China and is made up of about 100 little
people, who live nearby in dormitories*,
dress in costumes and do dance routines (=
performances) for visitors based on Chinese
fairytales. Their shows feature the “Dwarf
King”, a one-meter-tall royal who wears
a gold silk cape* and rides a motorcycle
around his kingdom. If you think this sounds
a bit inhumane, then you are not alone.
Many human rights organizations have
attacked Dwarf Empire for exploiting* little
people and basically being a “human zoo”.
On the other hand, some of the little people
who work there say that Dwarf Empire offers
them jobs and a community which they
wouldn’t have elsewhere.

Solutions on the CD, in the TF and next
month on the Bridge website

If you could open a theme park
re‑creating the world of a writer or
a particular novel, which writer or
which book would you choose? What
attractions would you include?

GLOSSARY*

stripped of – when you are stripped of something,
it’s taken away from you
flimsy – thin, easily broken, of poor quality
to interrogate – to ask a lot of questions in order
to get information, sometimes violently
waiver – a document saying you agree to give up
certain legal rights
mischief – slightly bad but usually harmless and
fun behaviour
rodent – an animal with two large sharp front
teeth (mouse, rat, squirrel, etc.)
aka – an acronym for “also known as”
dormitory – a building where people can sleep
cape – a type of coat / cloak
to exploit – to use someone unfairly
run-down – in a bad condition
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COMEDY
A1–C2 FUN

Do you want to see how far your English
has progressed since those dim-and-distant
days of Class 1? Are you curious about what lies
ahead? This article on comedy takes you through the years
of your study, beginning with that super-easy A1 stuff and
going right through to C2. Bring your sense of humour with
you, and see how far you can get before your head explodes!
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

SLAPSTICK

Do you like clowns? Here is a clown now:
he has a white face and a red smile. He
has very big feet. Look, he fell on the floor.
Very funny. Look, there is another clown.
He has a red nose. He has a bucket of
water. What will he do? Will he fall?
But look, it is OK. There is no water,
only paper.

CRINGE

For many people, clowns are rather scary.
Who is behind that white face and red
smile? Clowns are sometimes the bad
guys in movies and comic books. You
probably know the Joker, or Pennywise
in the film (and the book) IT. But mostly,
clowns are embarrassing. When I watch
a circus clown, I want to shut my eyes.
Every joke is more embarrassing than
the one before. Almost nobody is
laughing. But the clown can’t stop. He has

STANDUP

Standup is not a type of humour – it is
a type of performance. One comedian
stands in front of an audience and
tries to make them laugh. Standup
began in the age of vaudeville, when
groups of actors, comics, magicians,
jugglers, singers and other performers
travelled from town to town. Many
of the performers needed special
equipment on the stage. A curtain came
down after each act. Behind the curtain,
the performers set up the stage. In front
of the curtain, a “front-cloth comic” told
jokes. These front-cloth comics were
the first real standup comedians.
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This comedy is “slapstick” (and I don’t like
it). People fall down, fart loudly and things
like that. It is very simple. It is funny… for very
little children. There is also slapstick in old
comedy films. Do you know Charlie Chaplin,
Buster Keaton or Laurel and Hardy? They
made slapstick comedy, too. Not all of
their comedy is slapstick, but some is.

a job to do. Please, I think. Just go away!
That feeling is called “cringing”. And some
comedy wants to make you feel like that!
In “cringe comedy”, the people are often
stupid or embarrassing. They say and
do the wrong things. They make mistakes
and you laugh at them (or if you are like
me, you shut your eyes!). Examples of
“cringe comedy” films include Dumb and
Dumber and There’s Something About
Mary. On TV, try The Office.

These days, most standups don’t just
tell jokes. They talk about their lives,
experiences, ideas and so on. Each comic
has their own “persona”, a personality and
style that they use in their performances.
Some are quite “true to themselves” –
that is, their persona is almost the same
as their real personality. Others have
a completely fictional persona. This can
be difficult for audiences, especially
when the comedian has a dark sense of
humour – sometimes, it is difficult to
know if the comedian is making funny
jokes about terrible things, or if they are
just a horrible person.

A1
A2

B1

LADDER
B2

DARK

C1

SATIRE

C2

ANTI-HUMOUR

How can you joke about death and suffering?
Some people feel that these are inappropriate
topics for humour. They may even feel that
enjoying such humour is in some way a sign that
you are a sick or cruel person. But many people
deeply love dark humour and defend it fiercely.
Sometimes, dark humour is about breaking
taboos and creating shock. That’s different from
“being offensive”. As the dark-humour comedian
Jimmy Carr puts it, “People often say to me after
my shows, ‘I’m not offended, but I’m sure plenty

Satire is distinct from the other forms of
humour discussed here. It’s not just meant
to make you laugh, or even to make you
think. Satirists present people, organisations,
ideas and so on in a way that exposes
their hypocrisy or foolishness. Satire is
weaponised humour.
Satire isn’t defined by its comedic feel. It
can be parody, it can be darkly funny, it can
be knowing and intellectual – it can even be
close to slapstick. The British comedy group
Monty Python used absurdist humour but some
of their movies and sketches were satirical
(most notably Monty Python’s Life of Brian). At

There’s an entire genre of comedy based on
jokes that aren’t jokes.That doesn’t mean
“jokes that aren’t funny”. There’s plenty of
disagreement over what is and isn’t funny
even in the world of professional comedy (as
the comments under any YouTube comedy
video will readily confirm). Humour is subjective
and dependent on culture, one man’s trash is
another man’s treasure and so on.
Fundamentally, though, even bad jokes work
in accordance with a few basic rules. We hear
the opening to a joke, and we know to expect

people will be.’ But in fact, most people get it, as
long as there’s no hate or genuine prejudice.”
Many people also find humour a good way of
coping with fear and suffering, as with “gallows
humour”. A gallows is the structure used to
execute someone by hanging, so “gallows
humour” is literally the jokes told by people about
to die. If a cancer sufferer who has lost their hair
due to chemotherapy jokes about saving money
on trips to the hairdresser, that’s gallows humour.
It is perhaps the ultimate form of dark humour.

the other end, the movie Fight Club is a satire
so dark it almost doesn’t seem like comedy.
Because satire holds up a mirror to reality,
good satire can sometimes be hard to tell from
the truth – and sometimes, the truth imitates
satire. The Onion, a satirical newspaper and
website, once parodied the marketing gimmicks
used by the razor brand Gillette with an article
headlined, “F**k everything, we’re doing five
blades”. At the time, readers’ responses were
basically, “Ha, ha, that’s almost believable.” Almost?
A few years later, Gillette actually did launch
a 5-bladed razor. And that’s far from the only time
that an Onion satire ended up becoming reality.

a twist, pun or punchline. Anti-jokes often
subvert this, following a joke-like opening line
with a “punchline” that is blandly factual (“What
do you call a person with no legs?” “An amputee.”),
depressing (“When I drink alcohol, people call me
alcoholic. But when I drink Fanta, no one calls me.
Or texts me. I'm so lonely, pls help.”) or just stupid
(“Why did the plane crash?” “Because the pilot
was a sandwich.”). As anti-humour works solely
because of how well we understand humour, it
is perhaps the highest form of comedy of all.
But probably not.
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COOLIOSITIES
B1–B2 NEWS

COOL AND CURIOUS FINDS
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

#RELATABLE
In recent years, scientists have
been learning how to create real,
living organelles (= small organs
or body parts) in the laboratory.
You might have heard about some
of these experiments, such as the
“minibrains” – artificially created
“brains” about the size of a pea.
In the future, this technology will
enable new medical treatments,
but for now it is all about the
experimentation. Recently,
scientists made living simplified
copies of human tear glands
(= organs producing tears). Growing
these glands from human cells was

relatively easy, the scientists said.
The problem was making them cry.
In a human being, chemicals from
the brain cause tear glands to make
tears. It took the scientists months
and months to perfect the right mix
of chemicals, but they finally worked
it out (= solved the problem). The
glands were simplified versions of
the real things, though, with no tear
ducts (= the holes that let the tears
out), so when the tears began, the
glands just filled up like balloons.
Look, in my brain I know they’re just
cells in a petri dish, but… Ouch! In
2021, this feels so relatable.

WHAT IS
THE WORLD
LISTENING TO?

Find out with Radio Garden. This app presents you
with a Google‑Earth-like globe. You can rotate it
to anywhere you like, and listen to the local radio
stations there. You can also search for specific
countries, cities or radio stations.
It’s a very interesting way to discover new music
from around the world. Explore the coolest or most
popular radio stations in Los Angeles, New York
City or London. Discover what’s hot in Trinidad
and Tobago or in the mountains of Chile. As I write
this, I’m listening to Radio Paysan San in Mali, and
discovering fantastic new Malian artists. Earlier on,
a radio station in the heart of Indonesia was playing
a kind of blues-flavoured music that I’d never heard
before. Before that, I found a Korean polka station,
which was… interesting.
You can find plenty of talk radio, too, which is
great for language practice (there are hundreds
of English-language stations) or just for feeling
transported to another country and culture. It can
be fascinating to hear the news as it is reported in
West Africa or eastern Australia, say (= for example),
and it’s fun simply listening to adverts from distant
places, such as tiny, isolated towns in the far north
of Canada.
Find it online at http://radio.garden or get
the Radio Garden app.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF GLOSSARY
In the article, find words that mean:

1 a small clear round container used in scientific tests and experiments
(2 words): ___________________________
2 you can understand it or feel sympathy for it: ___________________________
3 replacing the buildings in an area with new ones: ___________________________
4 an official agreement that something new can be built (2 words):
___________________________
5 brightening of the night sky caused by man-made lights (2 words):
___________________________
6 easy to see: ___________________________
7 to have or show a strong feeling of respect for a god: ________________________
8 a strong wish for more money and things than you need: ___________________

S

Solutions in the TF and next
month on the Bridge website

A DARK NIGHT
IN PARIS

The lights we use all the time in cities are not great
for the environment. They use electricity and cause
light pollution that affects wildlife. Environmentalists
in France argued that illuminated (= lit up) shop signs
could easily be switched off at night, the government
agreed, and rules were put in place. Unfortunately,
a lot of shop owners don’t bother to obey the rules.
This was especially noticeable during lockdowns,
when the lights were on day and night even though no
one was using the streets and the shops were closed.
Some groups of environmentalists decided to take
direct action. All over France, they started switching
off shop lights. French shops have power switches on
their outside walls, but they are designed for the fire
services to use and are high up, out of reach. Well,
they’d be out of reach for most people – but not for
France’s parkour groups. They climbed and jumped
across their towns and cities, switching off the lights.
They did no damage but saved the shop owners
money, reducing electricity use and giving nature
a brief period of darker nights. And getting plenty of
TikTok views, too, of course.

THE DEATH OF A GOD

JUST SAY NO

How many times have you seen an ugly office building
destroying a beautiful neighbourhood, or a precious bit of
countryside covered with new building developments? How
many historic buildings have been left to fall apart from lack of
care just so that the owner can sell them for redevelopment?
A few years ago, a building company in London bought
a historic pub, planning to knock it down and build a big, very
profitable office complex in its place. They didn’t have planning
permission, and in fact knew it would be impossible to get.
So they just sent in the machines and knocked the pub down
anyway. They knew it was illegal, and expected to get fined – but
they could pay a few thousand pounds, even tens of thousands.
The office building would make millions.
For once, the bad guys didn’t win. The local government ordered
them to rebuild the whole pub, exactly as it was. Every brick,
every piece of furniture, every window. It was incredibly difficult
and very, very expensive, but they had to do it – and the pub has
just reopened. It often seems like big, powerful companies can
do anything, so it feels very good when someone just says “No!”

In April, Prince Philip, the husband of the British Queen
Elizabeth, died at the age of 99. It’s a great loss for his family,
and especially for the Queen, to whom he was married for
73 years. For a small tribe in Vanuatu in the south Pacific,
the loss means something else. It means the death of a god.
For more than half a century, a few hundred members of
the Kastom tribe on the island of Tanna have included Prince
Philip among the gods they worship. This isn’t because they love
their former colonial rulers, the English, so much! The Kastom
had a myth about a pale-skinned spirit, the son of a mountain
god. The spirit took on a human form and left the islands to
find a powerful wife in a distant land. When the Kastom learned
about the British Queen and her husband, they began to include
the royal couple in their stories, with the Queen as the “powerful
foreign bride” of their myths and Prince Philip as their pale
mountain spirit.
According to anthropologist Kirk Huffman, “Ruling the UK
with the help of the Queen, the spirit was trying to bring
peace and respect for tradition to England and other parts of
the world. If he was successful, then he could return to Tanna.
The thing preventing him was white people’s stupidity, jealousy,
greed and war.” Now that the Prince is dead, his spirit may be
able to return to Tanna at last.
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B1–B2 NATURE

AN

IMAL M

The natural world never
stops amazing us with
the weird and wonderful, and
sometimes things get so weird that
they are almost impossible to believe.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

I Don’t Need Any Body

Japanese scientists recently discovered that the sacoglossan sea
slug1 can cut off its own head – and still live! The headless body
dies fairly quickly, but the head does just fine. Just as a starfish2
that loses an arm can grow a new one, the sacoglossan sea slug can
regrow its entire body, including a new heart and digestive system3.
You might wonder how the sea slug head can live for the month
or so it takes to regrow its stomach and so on. Well, the ability
to regrow their bodies isn’t their only trick. They eat algae4, and
in the process they take the machinery that the algae use for
photosynthesis (= getting energy from sunlight) and put it to work
in their own cells5. This is what lets the slug stay alive while it waits
to grow a new digestive system: the head without a body runs on
solar power.
As to why it does this at all,
scientists are not completely
sure. Most probably, it’s a way
to deal with parasites – if
the sea slug gets attacked by
a parasite that would kill it, it
cuts off its entire body and lets
the attacker die with it.
Scan the QR code
Or it might just be
or go to
youtu.be/6vQFbxfIYNg
showing off6, because it’s
to see more.
an amazing trick.

VOCABULARY

1 slug [ slʌɡ] – slimák
2 starfish [ ˈstɑːfɪʃ] – mořská
hvězdice
3 digestive system [daɪˈdʒestɪv
sɪstəm] – trávicí trakt
4 algae [ˈældʒiː] – řasy, chaluhy
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5
6
7
8
9

cell [ sel] – buňka
to show off – předvádět se
glow-in-the-dark – svítící ve tmě
faint [ feɪnt] – slabý
dorsal fin [ ˈdɔːsl fɪn] – hřbetní
ploutev

C
I
AG

A Light in Dark Places

A glow-in-the-dark7 shark might sound like something from a bad
horror movie. In fact, there are several small species of shark that
give off a natural light in the darkness, known as bioluminescence.
Now we’ve learned of a bigger, scarier one: the kitefin shark –
a two‑metre shark with huge teeth and an incredibly powerful bite
– can also glow with a blue-green light.
All the bioluminescent sharks are deep-sea species. The kitefins,
for example, live hundreds of metres below the surface. This fact
gives us the first clue as to why they glow. When you’re swimming
around in the deep, dark sea, anything under you can see the dark
shape as you swim between them and the faint8 light of the sky.
Watching for such passing shadows is one of the best ways both to
hunt and to look out for danger. If you can make your body light up
to match that distant sunlight, you can become almost invisible.
The large kitefin sharks, though, also have a nice big group of
the glowing cells on their dorsal fin9. This can’t be seen from below,
so it must have a different use: communication. The thought of
glowing blue-green sharks in silent conversation with each other,
hundreds of metres deep, is a bit spooky!

Scan the QR code or go to
youtu.be/Pq7K0EsJgjY
to learn more.

B2 LANGUAGE PRACTICE

CD

Tracks
21–22

CRAZY ENGLISH
COMPETITIO
NS
Nigel Haward (UK)

Read about some weird English events taking
place in the summer and do the tasks.

WORLD PEA-SHOOTING
CHAMPIONSHIP

TASK
to allow
to be
to compete

Fill in the correct forms of the following verbs.
Use each verb once.

LAWNMOWER RACING

TASK

Write one word in each gap.

Cutting the lawn can 1 __________ a slow, boring job.
People with large lawns often buy a ride-on lawnmower

to decide
to hear
to need

to provide
to take
to win

You 1 _________________ of shooting

2 __________ get the job done quicker.
One summer evening, a few friends 3 __________
having a pint in a West Sussex pub, chatting about
their various lawnmowers. One of them suggested

championships, but probably not

4 __________ might be fun to try racing their mowers

pea-shooting.

against each other. What 5 __________ great idea!

In the 1970s, the small village of

At that moment, the British Lawnmower Racing

Witcham in the English county of

Association was born.

Cambridgeshire, 2 ________________

The association organises events 6 __________ April

a new village hall. The headmaster

to October, but 7 __________ main event is a 12-hour

of a local school 3 ________________

which is 12 inches in diameter and

race in August. 8 __________ team in this race has three

to hold a fundraising event to help

12 feet away. New technological
innovations 7 _________________

drivers, and they drive through the night. It’s, fun, fast

pay for it. He wanted something
sporty and exciting – but what?

(for example, the 2016 winner

toughness and mechanical reliability. The machines

He thought that a pea-shooting

in the women’s category used

competition 4 _________________

10 __________ reach speeds of 55 to 65 km/h.

a special laser-guided peashooter)

a good idea.

but the pea must always be fired

The lawnmowers can be modified except 12 __________

by being blown and only peas

the engine, which must be standard. The cutting blades

It was meant to be a one-off
event, but it turned out to be

8 _________________ by the official

so popular that it was repeated

organisers may be used. Although

the next year, and the next. Now

most participants and winners

the competition 5 ________________

are locals, the championship

place each July. Men and women

9 _________________ by an American

6 _________________ by blowing

as well.

and furious, and a true test 9 _________ both human

All money raised 11 __________ to charity.

13 __________ removed for safety reasons.

a dry pea through a pipe – known
as a peashooter – and aiming at
a target. The peas stick to the target,

S

Solutions on the CD, in the TF and
next month on the Bridge website
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WEIRDLY MISHEARD
Commonly misheard phrases: what do people imagine they mean?

Right from the get-go means from the very beginning.

MIND BOTTLING
–BOGGLING

To boggle is an old word meaning to shock.
It is very rare outside the idiom mind-boggling,
meaning shocking or unbelievable.

CUT TO THE CHEESE
CHASE

A DAMP SQUID
SQUIB

To cut to the chase means to go straight to the most
important part of something.

A squib is a small firework, and damp means wet, so
a damp squib is something you thought would be
exciting – and isn't.

A HARE'S BREATH
HAIR'S BREADTH

A BOWL IN A CHINA SHOP
BULL

Breadth is a synonym for width, so to miss something
by a hair’s breadth means to only just miss it.

China, in this context, means ceramics. A bull in a china
shop is someone who breaks things whatever they do.

Illustration: Júlia Macáková

RIGHT FROM
THE GECKO
GET-GO

