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ACTIVITY SHEET
Teaching materials selected 
from the English magazine 
Bridge. Copying and free 
distribution permitted.
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WHAT’S THE TOPIC?

loch • ATM • osprey • tartan • 
castle • leek • sporran • Nessie • 

shamrock • Dundee cake

Don’t open your magazines yet! First, 
look at these pictures. What does each 
of them show? Write the name of 
each thing under the correct picture. 
All the names are in the box, plus 
there are two that you won’t use. 
If you don’t know any words, try to 
guess and then check your guess in 
a dictionary. 
What links them all? If you read only 
the first letter from each answer, 
you’ll get the answer!
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FREE TEACHERS’ PACK
Teachers ordering 11 or more 
subscriptions receive the 
following teachers’ pack for free: 
a magazine, a teachers’ file, a CD, 
a poster, a card and a calendar.

The im
ages are for illustrative purposes only.

TEACHERS’ 
FILE

CLASSROOM 
POSTER

FREE 
MAGAZINE

	 Describe the pictures. What kind of 
accommodation does each one show?

	 What are the differences between 
the pictures?

	 Which type of housing is most common in 
the area you live in?

	 What are the advantages or 
disadvantages of these types of housing?
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CLASSROOM 
ACTIVITY CARD

© Bridge 
Publishing 

House

SEPTEMBER
2020

DESKTOP 
CALENDAR 

FOR TEACHERS

CD WITH 
LISTENING 
EXERCISES

CROSSWORD
Now that you know the topic of this 
Activity Sheet, look at the map of 
Scotland in the magazine (or at the end 
of this file). Read the texts there to find 
the answers to the crossword puzzle.

Across
 2 Britain’s largest lake (4, 6)
 4 Prehistoric monument on 

the island of Harris (9, 6)
 5 An old textile-making centre, still 

a major town (10)
 7 The nickname of Sir William 

Wallace (10)
 8 Stone-age village on one of 

Scotland’s northernmost islands 
(5, 4)

 9 The UK’s tallest mountain (3, 5)
 13 A Roman construction still visible at 

Kirkintilloch, for example (8, 4)
 18 Famous lake near Inverness (4, 4)
 19 The rock of which Orkney’s cliffs are 

formed (9)
 20 The western islands that are 

farthest from the mainland (5, 8)
 21 A famous street in the capital, 

running between the castle and city centre (5, 4)
 22 A part of the capital dating to 1765 (3, 4)
 23 Britain’s greenest city (9)

 Down
 1 The oldest university in Scotland (2, 7, 10)
 3 The nickname given to the area around Glasgow (6, 8)
 6 Fife’s major town (2, 7)
 10 The site of a famous battle between the Scottish and 

the English (11)
 11 The most mountainous part of Scotland (9)
 12 Scottish city that’s home to a castle and a famous 

monument (8)
 14 The traditional industry in Fife’s coastal villages (7)
 15 A textile from the Borders used by Chanel and others (8)
 16 Scotland’s biggest city (7)
 17 Glasgow’s famous waterway (5, 5)
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DISCUSSION
Imagine you’re going on a trip to Scotland with a friend. 
Your time is limited, so you can only visit THREE of 
the eight areas described in the magazine. Discuss the pros 
and cons of each as a holiday destination, agree on what 
your shared priorities are and decide where to go. Which 
three areas would you choose, and why? Did you disagree 
about anything? How did you settle on your final choices?
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THE SCOTTISH TOURIST BOARD

Next, work with a friend or a small group. Brainstorm as 
many things connected to Scotland as you can. Write all 
ideas down (even if you aren’t sure they are Scottish). 
When you have run out of ideas, read through the list 
together. Discuss what you know about each thing 
(or person etc.) on your list and remove any that you 
decide are not directly connected to Scotland. 

Now think about the following questions:

1 Which things on your list really represent Scotland?

2 Which are interesting? Which are uninteresting, 
irrelevant or cliched?

3 Which could be used to give an interesting message 
about Scotland?

Design your poster. You can use any of the things on your 
list or take inspiration from the magazine. Try to think 
of a good slogan for your poster, too. Draw the design. It 
doesn’t have to be great art – you can imagine that it is 
instructions for a real artist or designer. 

At the end, you could have a competition in your class. 
Who made the best posters? Why do they work?

With a friend or group, you’re going to design a new poster 
promoting visits to Scotland.

First, look at these images. They are all real Scottish 
tourism posters. Could you recognise them as “Scotland”? 
What “Scottish” icons, symbols and images are there? 
Do you recognise any of the places or landmarks? What 
does each poster say to you about Scotland? Do they make 
you want to visit, and why or why not? 
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THOMAS DOHERTY’S SCOTTISH SLANG SCHOOL
Do you know what any of these Scottish slang phrases mean? Try to guess, then watch the video and try again from 
memory. If you don’t know our teacher, Thomas Doherty is an actor known for his roles as Sean Matthews on the Disney 
Channel musical series The Lodge and Harry Hook in the Descendants film franchise.

I dinnae ken  _____________________________________________________

I’m goin tae the pictures ________________________________________

Geein me the boak  ______________________________________________

Taps aff  _________________________________________________________ 

Aye right  ________________________________________________________

Yer gettin’ skelped  ______________________________________________

Yer clatty, yer mingin  ___________________________________________

Yer a chancer  ___________________________________________________

You’re a bonnie lass  _____________________________________________

Heid doon arse up  _______________________________________________

Hau’s it gaun?  ___________________________________________________

No, ah umnae  ___________________________________________________

Awa’ an bile yer heid  ____________________________________________

Bye for noo, see ye after  ________________________________________

Now choose two or three of the words or phrases and learn them. Thomas says them slowly and clearly first, then like 
a real Scot. Can you get good enough to fool a Scottish person?

(By the way, it’s not really accurate to call this “Scottish slang”. These phrases are Scots, which is a different language 
from English, though very closely related and with a lot of English influence.)

Skara Brae: A Stone-Age Settlement 
Watch the video and answer the following questions:

1 Did each house have its own entry to the outside? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

2 Why are the entrances low? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

3 What was opposite the door? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

4 What was in the middle of the house? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

5 Who would have lived in this house? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

6 When did people on the Orkneys stop living with a whole 
family in one room? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

7 How did the stone-age Orkney Islanders get food? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

8 What was the grinder for? 

 ____________________________________________________________________

ONLINE ACTIVITIES
There are several links and QR codes on the map that let you explore even 
more of Scotland. The activities below will help you get the most out of them.
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Edinburgh’s Royal Mile 
Before watching the video, match each of these 
words and phrases to its definition. Use a dictionary 
if you need help, but watch out – some words may 
have more than one meaning and you might need to 
think a bit to get the right definitions!

WORDS

main drag

colourful jumble

filth 

congested

wretched

frontage 

skinny 

reeked

strikingly

surge

DEFINITIONS

crowded 

distinctively

extremely poor 

central street 

thin, narrow

push forward powerfully 

exciting mess 

extreme dirtiness 

smelled badly

space (width) for building 

Bonus: “Auld Reekie” is Scots. How would you say 
this in English? 

Now watch the video and decide if the following statements are 
true (T) or false (F).
 T F

1 The Royal Mile connects the castle to the palace.  

2 It is a very touristy area.  

3 Edinburgh’s tall skyscrapers and clean streets  
were famous.  

4 Poverty used to be very bad here.  

5 The thin lanes and tunnels are called “closes”.  

6 Buildings were built tall and narrow because there  
was not much room.  

7 Edinburgh used to be nicknamed for the rooks  
(= big black birds) nesting on its roofs.  

8 Holyrood Palace was the home of the Scottish  
Parliament for 500 years.  

9 There was no Scottish Parliament from 1707 to 2000.  

10 The Scottish parliament building was designed  
by an American architect.  



SCOTLAND

Edinburgh

Galashiels

St Andrews

Glasgow

Stirling

Stirling and the Trossachs
The Trossachs is an area famous for its 
history and beautiful natural scenery. You 
can visit the site of the Battle of Bannockburn 
(a famous Scottish victory over the English in 
1314) as well as Loch Lomond, the largest lake 
in Great Britain by surface area.

Stirling has a rich history and is home to 
Stirling Castle and the Wallace Monument, 
which is dedicated to the 13th-century 
knight Sir William Wallace. You might know 
him better by his nickname, Braveheart; 
the famous Mel Gibson movie is about him 
(though it is not at all historically accurate).  

Orkney 
Seventy islands make up Orkney, also known as 
the Orkney Islands. Only 17 are inhabited. There 
are sandstone cliffs and sandy beaches as well as 
many prehistoric sites and standing stones.

 
The 5,000-year-old Skara Brae on Orkney is 
Europe’s most complete stone-age village. Go 
to youtu.be/1pvJ9_Q88Y0 or scan the QR code 
to learn more. 

The Outer & Inner 
Hebrides
The name Hebrides comes from a Norse 
word which means “the isles at the edge 
of the sea”. The Hebrides are the most 
western islands off the Scottish coast. One 
of the best-known islands here is Skye. 
The St Kilda island group is famous for its 
bird life, and the Callanish Stones on Harris 
(an arrangement of ancient standing stones) 
are older than the Egyptian pyramids.

Fife
Officially named the Kingdom of 
Fife, the region has a pretty coastline 
with charming fishing villages, lovely 
countryside and many historical 
sites. St Andrews is the most famous 
town in the area and is known as 
the birthplace and home of golf. The town is also home to 
the oldest university in Scotland, St Andrews University.

The Highlands 
Situated in the north of Scotland, the mountainous Highlands are 
the largest region of the country, spanning over 1,600 km². Although 
it is big, there are few people – just over 235,000. It is home to many 
lochs (lakes) and to Ben Nevis, the highest peak in Great Britain 
(1,345m). You can also visit the largest national park in Great Britain, 
the Cairngorms National Park, and the numerous castles which are 

a reminder of the country’s 
fascinating history. 
Inverness is the largest city 
in the region and sits close 
to the legendary Loch Ness. 
The wide-open skies, rugged 
landscape and beautiful 
scenery of the Highlands are 
what many people imagine 
when they think of Scotland. 

Inverness



LEARN THE LINGO!
Want to learn a bit of 
Scottish slang? Go to 
youtu.be/HZttZHwNVck or 
scan the QR 
code for a short 
tutorial with 
actor Thomas 
Doherty. 

Edinburgh
Queen Victoria once described Edinburgh as “a city so 
beautiful it breaks the heart again and again”. The capital of 
Scotland originated as a Roman fort and grew around a castle 
built by the Normans.

Although it is the national capital, Edinburgh is relatively 
small, with a population of around half a million. Its centre 
is split into two parts: the New Town and the Old Town. 
The medieval Old Town is full of narrow, cobbled streets 
and has some of the city’s most famous landmarks, such as 
Edinburgh Castle, the Royal Mile and the colourful Victoria 
Street. The New Town has grand, wide streets and elegant 
townhouses, the oldest of which date back to 1765. 

The city is extremely green: satellite mapping in 2016 
found it to be 49% green space (the greenest in the UK by 
far). It is also home to over 4,500 protected historic buildings, 
second only to London. Scotland’s capital hosts the largest 
arts festival in the world, the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, every 

August. The city’s population doubles during 
the 25 days of the festival.
Go to youtu.be/r4tYOugo-R8  or scan the QR code to learn 
a bit about Edinburgh’s most famous street, the Royal Mile. 
You can display subtitles if you want them.

Glasgow  
and the Clyde Valley
Glasgow, which sits on the River Clyde, is 
the largest city in the country and a centre 
for industry. It is known as a city rich in 
arts, music and culture. The Clyde Valley 
is sometimes called “little Scotland” as it 
represents the country’s character and 
landscape so well. To the north of Glasgow 
sits Dumbarton Castle, just one of many in 
the region. The Falls of Clyde Reserve (named 
after its three waterfalls) is rich in wildlife. 
And you can find the remains of the Roman 
Antonine Wall in Kirkintilloch and Bearsden.

The Borders  
The Scottish Borders region is at the border 
between England and Scotland (which is 
where it gets its name). The landscape 
is green and hilly, with market towns, 
a pretty coast and several medieval abbeys. 
The largest town is Galashiels, which is 
situated right in the heart of the region. This 
was one of the important towns for textile 
production during the 19th century, and 
the whole area is known for this industry: 
cashmere and wool from the Borders are still 
used by big names in fashion, such as Chanel.

UNIQUELY SCOTTISH 
What are these 
famous Scottish 
cultural icons? 
See what you can 
guess about each 
one, then scan the QR code or 
go to bit.ly/uniquelyscottish 
to check your answers and 
learn more.

SCOTLAND 
MOVIES TOUR
Want to see 
Scotland? Can’t 
afford the trip? 
Scan the QR 
code or go to 
bit.ly/scotlandmovies to find 
out about movies you can 
watch to “explore” Scotland. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZttZHwNVck
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