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ACTIVITY SHEET
Teaching materials selected 
from the English magazine 
Bridge. Copying and free 
distribution permitted.
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STUDENTS 
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A1–A2
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STUDENTS 

(AGED 13–16)

B1–B2 
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STUDENTS  
(AGED 16–19)

ACTIVITY SHEET1

ROALD DAHL
DAHL QUIZ
What do you know about the author Roald Dahl? Take this 
quiz and then read the article to check your answers.

1

1 Before he became a writer, Dahl was:

A a dentist 

B a fighter pilot 

C a child psychologist 

D a sweet-shop owner 

2 Which of these is NOT one of Roald Dahl’s books 
for children?

A Matilda 

B Chitty Chitty Bang Bang  

C Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

D Danny the Champion of the World 

3 As well as stories and novels, Dahl wrote TV and 
movie scripts. Which of these movie franchises did he 
write for?

A Godzilla 

B James Bond 

C Planet of the Apes 

D The Texas Chainsaw Massacre 

4 Which famous American director made TV versions of 
some of Roald Dahl’s stories?
A John G. Avildsen  

(known for Rocky and The Karate Kid) 
B Steven Spielberg  

(known for Jaws, E.T. and Indiana Jones) 
C Alfred Hitchcock  

(known for The Birds, Psycho and Rear Window) 
D Chris Columbus (known for Home Alone and 

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone) 

5 Dahl isn’t famous as a poet, but he did write a few 
books of rhymes (= rhyming poems) for children, 
including:

A Revolting Rhymes, funny versions of fairy tales 

B Green Eggs and Ham, a book about awful food 

C Murder Most Horrid, a book of funny horror poems 
D Dahl’s Chickens,  

parodies of Charles Dickens stories 

6 Which of these unlikely things did Dahl do for his 
daughter when she was 11 years old?

A He bought her a gun. 

B He taught her to drive. 

C He gave her a chocolate factory. 

D He published a book they wrote together. 

7 Which of these was NOT one of Dahl’s “golden rules 
for writing children’s stories”?

A Bad things happen 

B Finish with a smile 

C Adults can be scary 

D Films are fun, but books are better 
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FREE TEACHERS’ PACK
Teachers ordering 11 or more 
subscriptions receive the following 
teachers’ pack for free: a magazine, 
a teachers’ file, a CD, a poster, 
a card and a calendar.

TEACHERS’ 
FILE

CLASSROOM 
POSTER

FREE 
MAGAZINE

CLASSROOM 
ACTIVITY CARD

DESKTOP 
CALENDAR 

FOR TEACHERS

CD WITH 
LISTENING 
EXERCISES

The im
ages are for illustrative purposes only.

INVENTED WORDS
In his books for children, Roald Dahl invented over 500 words, 
from new adjectives to the names of imaginary vegetables. 
Enough, in fact, for there to be a whole book of them: 
The Oxford Roald Dahl Dictionary. Sometimes they come 
with explanations. Sometimes the reader has to guess what 
they mean from context. Here are 10 of our favourites given 
in context. 

Try to write a definition or synonym for each one. To start 
you off, you can find a definition of the first one in 
the Roald Dahl article.

“Some is scrumdiddlyumptious 
and some is uckyslush.”
The BFG

“You must not be giving up 
so easy,” the BFG said calmly. 
“The first titchy (= tiny) bobsticle 
you meet and you begin shouting 
you is biffsquiggled.” 
The BFG

“A walnut fresh from the tree is 
scrumptious-galumptious.”
The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me

“I’ll bet if you saw a fat juicy little 
child paddling in the water over 
there at this very moment, you’d 
gulp him up in one gollup!” 
The Enormous Crocodile

“Now hang on a mintick.” 
The BFG

“Everyone is whizzpopping, if 
that’s what you call it,” Sophie 
said. “Kings and Queens are 
whizzpopping. Presidents are 
whizzpopping. Glamorous film 
stars are whizzpopping. Little 
babies are whizzpopping. But 
where I come from, it is not polite 
to talk about it.” 
The BFG

“Wales is whales,” the Giant said. 
“Don’t gobblefunk around with 
words.” 
The BFG

“The fact that it was none 
other than Boggis’s chickens 
they were going to eat made 
them churgle with laughter every 
time they thought of it. 
The Fantastic Mr Fox

scrumdiddlyumptious (adj.) – 

uckyslush (adj.) – 

bobsticle (n.) – 

biffsquiggled (adj.) – 

scrumptious-galumptious (adj.) – 

gollup (n.) – 

mintick (n.) – 

whizzpop (v.) – 

gobblefunk (around with sth) (v.) – 

churgle (v.) – 



www.bridge-online.cz | www.bridge-online.sk | www.bphi.de

BRIDGE MARCH 2021 ACTIVITY SHEET3

VENGEANCE IS MINE, INC.
TASK 1
You’re going to read a comic in Bridge magazine and listen 
to an adaptation of Dahl’s story “Vengeance is Mine, Inc.”. 
This version is simplified from Dahl’s original story, but 
the basic plot is the same. 

Answer the following questions by reading the comic 
adaptation of “Vengeance is Mine, Inc.” by Roald Dahl. 

1 Who or what is “Pantaloon”? 

2 Why does George think that Womberg will be angry? 

3 What does George’s friend think that Womberg might 
give them money to do? Why does he believe so? 

4 What is the name of their “business”? Who do they 
say will be its customers? 

5 What does George do before getting out of the car? 

6 What is happening in the final picture? 

Scan the QR code or go to  
www.bridge-online.cz/bridge, March 2021 issue 
and play the track “Vengeance Is Mine 1”.

TASK 2
What do you think will happen next? Choose from 
the following events (choose at least one and as many as 
you like). Listen to the end of the story and mark which 
events do happen. Then give yourself a score:

• Give yourself one point for every event you predicted 
correctly.

• Subtract one point for each event you thought would 
happen but didn’t, and for each event you did not 
predict.

A The men get arrested. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

B Pantaloon hits his head on the road and dies. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

C They got the wrong man – it wasn’t Pantaloon. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

D Womberg kills them. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

E They leave town the same night. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

F They get paid. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

G They don’t get paid. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

H They decide to gamble their money. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

I They crash the car. 
My prediction  Did it happen? 

Scan the QR code or go to  
www.bridge-online.cz/bridge, March 2021 issue 
and play the track “Vengeance Is Mine 2”.

http://www.bridge-online.cz/bridge
http://www.bridge-online.cz/bridge


www.bridge-online.cz | www.bridge-online.sk | www.bphi.de

BRIDGE MARCH 2021 ACTIVITY SHEET4

SYNOPSIS OF THE EXISTING ADAPTATION
Tom and George are poor, and sick of 
it. Then Tom happens to read a regular 
column by Lionel Brewster, a gossip 
journalist. Brewster has written that 
a man named Wilbur has a mistress. It 
occurs to Tom that men like Wilbur who 
have been in Brewster’s column might 
pay to see him beaten up. 

Tom and George make a list of beatings 
and other punishments that they 
can offer for sale. They call their new 
business “Vengeance is Mine, Inc.”. They 
deliver their “menu” of punishments 
to several people and receive a lot of 
interest, including from Wilbur himself. 
They receive one unexpected contact – 
from Wilbur’s wife. She wants to 
meet. They agree, worried about what 
she knows. 

To Tom and George’s surprise, Wilbur’s 
wife agrees with what they’re doing. 
Her only worry is that they might be 
recognised and caught, which could 
get her husband in trouble. She tells 
them she used to be an actress and 
offers to help give George a really 
convincing disguise so he can carry out 
the attack safely. 

George and Tom send telegrams to all 
their clients, telling them where and 
when to wait if they want to watch 
the action, then drive to Brewster’s 
residence. There’s a doorman, and 
the cleverly disguised George gives 
the doorman money to take a note to 
Brewster. Brewster comes out, and 
George breaks his nose. 

As George runs for the car, he passes 
a man. The man calls out that he is 
Wilbur, that he saw the whole thing and 
that it was wonderful. George doesn’t 
stop or look at him, but as he passes, we 
see that George’s disguise made him 
look almost exactly like Wilbur himself – 
and Wilbur notices, too. 

Men come running from the house and 
grab Wilbur. His mistress is with him 
and starts screaming as he is shoved 
into a police car, and we hear him 
shouting “When I get hold of those two, 
they’ll wish they’d never been born.” We 
also see the unclear figure of another 
woman, watching.

Meanwhile, Tom and George are driving 
off. George is filled with enthusiasm, 

but Tom is shocked. He tells George 
that he caught sight of Wilbur and 
saw how alike they looked. As he says 
this, he takes his eyes off the road and 
loses control of the car. It swerves off 
the road and they crash – right into an 
advertisement for Brewster’s column 
in the newspaper. 

DISCUSS
What changes were made for 
the TV version?

What changes made it better, 
if any? What changes made it 
worse?

Were any of the changes similar to 
your own ideas? Which ones?

Having seen / read about the 1980 
version, do you have any new ideas 
for your own adaptation?

FROM PAGE TO SCREEN
DISCUSS
Imagine you are going to adapt “Vengeance is Mine, Inc.” for 
a new streaming series. Of course, screen adaptations usually 
make changes – and you can, too. What changes would you 
like to make? Talk about some possible ideas and agree on 
three important changes.

AN EXISTING ADAPTATION
You’re not the first to adapt this story for TV. Like many 
of Dahl’s stories for adults, “Vengeance is Mine, Inc.” was 
filmed as part of the British series Tales of the Unexpected 
(1980). Some changes were made to the story then 
as well. Either read our synopsis (below) or go to 
https://youtu.be/rA1pjgesJuU to watch the adaptation.  
(Note: If it is removed from YouTube, search for Tales of 
the Unexpected, season 3, episode 4.)

1 

2 

3  

“It should go 
wrong somehow.” 

“I think it would 
work better if 

they got caught at 
the end.”

“I’d make it more 
up-to-date… Have 
them get paid in 

bitcoin…”
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LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER
“Lamb to the Slaughter” is another of Dahl’s stories for 
adults. We’ve adapted it as a play for three voices. It’s about 
a clever but horrible murder. In Dahl’s original version, 
the killer, the method and the motive are revealed at 
the beginning. In our version, we’ve left that part out: we’ve 
made it into a mystery. 

The characters are Mrs Maloney, the middle-aged wife of 
a police sergeant, and two police officers, Sergeant Alex 
O’Malley and Detective Joseph (or Josephine) Noonan. All 
three know each other, and the two officers are old friends of 
Mrs O’Malley’s husband Patrick. 

Read the play in groups of three (via Zoom or similar if you 
are studying at home). By the end, see if you can answer 
these questions:

1 Who is the killer?

2 What was the motive?

3 What was the murder weapon?

SCENE 1
Mrs Maloney 

A doorbell rings dimly. Pause. 
The doorbell rings again.

Mrs Maloney (calling through the door): 
Patrick, darling, are you there? Can 
you open the door for me? I’ve got 
my arms full. (She sighs, then speaks 
softer, slightly annoyed, to herself.) 
Never mind, you just relax, dear, I can… 
oh, blast, where are… Keys… Ah. In we go. 
(Louder, calling down the hall) Patrick? 
Are you asleep darling? I was calling 
through the door, but I suppose you – 
(she gasps) Patrick! Are you – oh. Oh. 
Oh. Oh. Oh god oh oh god… (She dials 
the phone and waits anxiously.) Oh pick 
up, pick up, pick up… Hello, yes, please, 
quick! Come quick! Patrick’s dead! 
(pause) Mrs. Maloney. Patrick Maloney’s 
wife. I – (pause) Yes, I think, I mean, he’s 
lying on the floor there’s such a lot of 
blood, and. Oh my god. (pause) Yes. Yes, 
of course. Th-thank you, constable. 
(hanging up) Oh, Patrick. 

SCENE 2
Sergeant Alex O’Malley and Detective 
Jo(e) Noonan

Mrs Maloney (later)

Noonan: So, what’s our timeline?

O’Malley: Well, Mrs Maloney said that 
Patrick – um, Sergeant Maloney, 
I mean – came home early. About 4.30, 
4.40, she says.

Noonan: Well, we know he left the police 
station today. He must have gone 
straight home. 

O’Malley: Sergeant Maloney – Patrick – 
was tired and wanted to cancel their 

usual Thursday evening out. So she put 
a leg of lamb straight from the freezer 
into the oven. She seemed quite 
worried about whether that had been 
a good idea, poor dear. I told her my wife 
does it all the time.

Noonan: I suppose it doesn’t matter 
now, anyway. Poor Patrick – Sergeant 
Maloney – has eaten his last meal. 

O’Malley: Yes, well, she said she hadn’t 
planned on cooking, so she popped out 
to the grocer just before 5. 

Noonan: Have we spoken to the grocer?

O’Malley: Yes. I sent Constable Williams. 
I have his notes here, haven’t read them 
yet… Let me see. Yes, his statement 
agrees with hers. Came in around five… 
He says she acted quite normal, “very 
cheerful”. Wanted to give her husband 
a good supper... Bought peas, potatoes, 
cheesecake – that’s what we found in 
her bag. The neighbours confirm what 

time she got home, too. Shortly after 
half-past five. 

Noonan: So that’s our killer’s window of 
opportunity: just over 30 minutes. 

O’Malley: It’s not long. 

Noonan: Enough time to kill, though. 
He must have been waiting for an 
opportunity, whoever he was. I just 
can’t imagine why. Do you know if 
Sergeant Maloney – Patrick – had any 
money problems or anything?

O’Malley: Well, Mrs Maloney did mention 
that Patrick – uh, Sergeant Maloney – 
got home late quite a lot. She said “late 
from work”, so I didn’t want to say 
anything in front of her, but, well, you 
and I know it wasn’t the job. 

Noonan: Yes. Well, we can protect poor 
Mrs Maloney from learning about her, at 
least. Unless… You don’t think there was 
a jealous boyfriend or something, do you? 
Patrick never said anything, but…
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O’Malley: We will look into it of course. 
And we’ll check that there weren’t any 
money problems. But Mrs Maloney 
certainly didn’t seem to think there 
was anything like that. 

Noonan: Well… We can get the team 
to follow those possibilities up. Have 
we made any progress on the murder 
weapon? The doctor said that Sergea – 
that Patrick’s head was completely 
smashed in. 

O’Malley: Yes. The doctor suggested 
a big piece of metal, a sledgehammer 
maybe. We’re looking for it. I think – 

Mrs Maloney comes in

O’Malley: Oh, beg pardon, Mrs Maloney.

Mrs Maloney: Hello Jo(e)… Sorry, I mean, 
Detective Noonan. Sergeant O’Malley… 
um, Alex…

Noonan: Yes, Mrs Maloney? 

Mrs Maloney: Would you do me a small 
favour – you and the other officers?

O’Malley: We can try, Mrs. Maloney.

Mrs Maloney: Well, here you all are, 
and good friends of dear Patrick’s too, 
and helping to catch the man who 
killed him. You must be terrible hungry 
by now because it’s long past your 
suppertime. Why don’t you eat up that 
lamb that’s in the oven? It’ll be cooked 
just right by now.

Noonan: We wouldn’t dream of it.

Mrs Maloney: Please, please eat it. 
I couldn’t touch it now, and it would be 
such a waste to throw it away. And it’s 
such a big leg of lamb – it’ll feed you 
all. It’d be a favour to me if you’d eat it 
up. Then you can go on with your work 
again afterwards.

O’Malley: Well, in that case…

Mrs Maloney: Please, just – help 
yourselves. If you don’t mind, I’ll lie 
down for a bit. I want to… (her voice is 
exhausted and near to tears) to be alone. 

Noonan: Of course, Mrs Maloney. 
O’Malley, come on. Let’s leave Mrs 
Maloney alone. The kitchen’s this way… 
Shut the door, won’t you. I don’t want 

the poor woman to hear us discussing 
these details. 

Noonan: You were saying – about 
the weapon.

O’Malley: Yes. I really don’t think it’s 
the sort of thing a man carries around 
in the street, you know? Not something 
so big. Pass me the oven glove… Thanks.

O’Malley: Oh, that smells good. Poor 
Patrick, missing out on this. No, I’m 
quite sure the weapon is the key to 
the whole thing. Pass me a carving 
knife, will you? You can’t just make 
a bloody sledgehammer disappear.

Noonan: True. Whoever did it isn’t going 
to be carrying a thing like that around 
with them longer than they need. 

O’Malley: Alright, better call the lads 
to table. And let’s try and get rid of 
this fairly quicky, yeah? We’ve got 
work to do. Find that sledgehammer 
or whatever it is. I’m sure it hasn’t left 
the house. It’s probably right under our 
very noses. Mmm, this really is a good 
bit of lamb. 
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D ahl’s children’s books feature 
clever, good-hearted children as 
heroes, while the adults are often 
scary, cruel and stupid. Most of 

these stories are surprisingly violent and even 
frightening in places, though they always have 
positive messages for their young readers.

In his works for children, Dahl delighted 
in having fun with words. He invented new 
words by putting parts of words together 
or swapping letters around*. His character 

the BFG (Big Friendly Giant) is particularly 
famous both for inventing new words – 
“scrumdiddlyumptious”, for example, 
to mean excellent or delicious – and for 
playing games with the different meanings 
of words: “I cannot always be right; quite 
often I is left instead”.

Dahl’s shortest children’s book is 
Revolting Rhymes. It contains six parody 
versions of traditional fairy tales. In Little 
Red Riding Hood, for example, the little girl of 
the title shoots the wolf and makes his skin 
into a coat. She appears in The Three Little 
Pigs, too, and ends up with two wolfskin 
coats,  and “a pigskin travelling case”! 

 Dahl wrote many stories for adults, 
too. He particularly liked writing very dark, 
macabre* stories with unexpected twists*. 
The American director Alfred Hitchcock 
filmed several of these as episodes of 
his TV horror series Alfred Hitchcock 
Presents; others were later filmed as 
episodes of the British horror series Tales of 
the Unexpected, which was introduced by 
Dahl himself.

Dahl also wrote the scripts for two films, 
both adaptations of novels by Ian Fleming. 
One of these was the famous children’s 
movie Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, about 
a magical flying car, and the other was You 
Only Live Twice, the fifth James Bond movie. 

GLOSSARY*
to swap sth around [swɑːp] – to change the order 

of sth
macabre [məˈkɑːbrə] – connected with horror and 

death
twist – a sudden turn or change in a story
wicked [ˈwɪkɪd] – evil, very bad

A Little 
Nonsense

THE WRITINGS OF 

ROALD DAHL

Roald Dahl (1916–1990)  
is one of Britain’s best-loved 
authors. He wrote children’s 
fantasy novels such as Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory, Matilda 
and The BFG (all of which have 
been made into films) as well as 
short stories for adults. 

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

CURIOUS FACTS 
Dahl was a pilot in the Second World 
War. His plane crashed and he was badly 
injured. He said the dreams he had with 
a head injury gave him the ideas for his 
first stories. He also needed surgery to 
replace both hips, and kept one of his 
hip bones as a decoration.  

Dahl’s third child suffered an injury 
and developed hydrocephalus, where 
liquid builds up in the brain and has to 
be released through a special medical 
device. The devices of the time were 
not very good, so Dahl helped invent 
a better version that was later used to 
help 3,000 children. 

In Danny the Champion of the World, 
the nine-year-old hero saves his father’s 
life by driving a car to rescue him. It 
seemed perfectly realistic to Dahl, who 
taught his own daughter to drive when 
she was only 11.

EIGHT GOLDEN RULES
Dahl claimed to follow eight golden 
rules for writing children’s literature. 
They were: 

1 
JUST ADD 

CHOCOLATE

2 
ADULTS CAN BE 

SCARY

3 
BAD THINGS 

HAPPEN

4 
REVENGE IS SWEET

5 
KEEP A WICKED* 

SENSE OF HUMOUR

6 
PICK PERFECT 

PICTURES

7 
FILMS ARE FUN, 
BUT BOOKS ARE 

BETTER

8 
FOOD IS FUN

“A little nonsense 
now and then is 

relished (= enjoyed) 
by the wisest men.”

Roald Dahl,  
Charlie and the Chocolate  

Factory

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
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GLOSSARY*
vengeance – revenge
Inc. – incorporated; used in 

the names of companies that 
are legally established

mistress – a woman who 
has a relationship with 
a married man

what will happen to george and 
his friend next? scan the qr 
code with your smartphone or 
tablet, or go to the “Bridge - 
March 2021” section on our 
website, www.bridge-online.cz, 
to hear the end of the story.
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