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A0–A1 
PRIMARY-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 
(AGED 8–11)

A1–A2
PRIMARY-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 
(AGED 10–13)

A2–B1
PRIMARY- AND 

SECONDARY-SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

(AGED 13–16)

B1–B2 
SECONDARY-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS  
(AGED 16–19)

ACTIVITY SHEET1

A ROAD TRIP TO SAN FRANCISCO
SOUVENIR POSTCARDS
Michelle bought a few postcards while she 
was walking around San Francisco. All of 
these places are mentioned in the text. 
Read the article and identify them. 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

AN EMAIL TO MUM
Michelle emailed her mum from San Francisco to let her know how the trip was 
going. Michelle’s mum worries a lot, though, so the email includes a few little 
white lies*. What things in the email are not true?

Hi mum, just to let you know we’re here, we arrived safely and we’re fine of 
course! We arrived late in the evening – I took Friday off work so we could 
drive during the day, when we weren’t tired. The journey was long but mostly 
fine, except for some heavy traffic when we were getting into SF. We’re 
staying in a hotel above the bay, with great views. It’s the America’s Cup 
this weekend, did you know that? We’ve been exploring the Embarcadero 
and Fisherman’s Wharf this morning. We’re both working on Monday, so 
obviously we will start the drive home on Sunday morning. I think we’ll take 
a different route back, along the coast. Anyway, will write/text later. 

Michelle
* Note
This is only an exercise. 
Michelle would never 
really lie to her mum! :-)

A

F
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D

E

B
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New message
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The Bridges of San Francisco
When Michelle was entering San Francisco from 
the highway, she saw this famous landmark: 

What is it called? 

                  
     

Anagram: Getting A Bolder Hedge

About the bridge 
It’s a suspension bridge, which means the roadway hangs 
from large cables that pass through towers. This type of 
bridge is great for crossing wide gaps; it also means that 
the roadway can move a bit, which helps it survive strong 
winds. Its orange color is to make it more visible in fog. 

Here are some other “facts” about the bridge. Which of 
them are true and which are false? Use your own 
knowledge or try to guess.

1 It is named for its distinctive  
(= specific and noticeable) color. 
T  F 

2 It is not the only suspension bridge in San Francisco. 
T  F 

3 It is also known as the Bay Bridge. 
T  F 

4 It is the shortest of three major bridges in San 
Francisco. 
T  F 

5 It’s over 7 km long in total. 
T  F 

Now scan the QR code or go to  
www.bridge-online.cz/bridge, May-June 2021 issue 
and play the track “The Bridges of San Francisco” 
to check your answers.

SAN FRANCISCO LANDMARKS: LISTENING ACTIVITIES
City of Skyscrapers
Michelle talks a little about the buildings that form 
the skyline of San Francisco: its skyscrapers. Listen to 
a description of some of these. Match the names to 
the buildings in the pictures below and write in their heights. 
Bonus question: Why is the Millennium Tower famous?

Scan the QR code or go to  
www.bridge-online.cz/bridge, May-June 2021 issue 
and play the track “City of Skyscrapers”. 

A 
Height: 

C 
Height: 

B 
Height: 

D 
Height: 

http://www.bridge-online.cz/bridge
http://www.bridge-online.cz/bridge
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The Prison in the Bay
Michelle mentions something you can see from Fisherman’s 
Wharf, but only on a clear day. What is it called?

                 

Anagram: Lizards at canal

Listen to a description and answer the following questions.

Scan the QR code or go to  
www.bridge-online.cz/bridge, May-June 2021 issue 
and play the track “The Prison in the Bay”. 

1 How far from San Francisco does it lie? 

2 What was there before the 1930s?  

3 How many prisoners escaped and are known to have 
survived?  

4 What can you do there today? 

At the Water’s Edge

In its early years, San Francisco was an important port. 
Later on, new cities along the coast became more 
important for shipping, but it’s still part of the city’s 
heritage. Michelle visited Fisherman’s Wharf, once 
the center for the city’s shipping and now a tourist area.
Which of the following things can you see or do at 
Fisherman’s Wharf? Complete the checklist.

Scan the QR code or go to  
www.bridge-online.cz/bridge, May-June 2021 issue 
and play the track “At the Water’s Edge”. 

 Tour San Francisco’s 100 piers

 Go shopping

 Visit Madame Tussauds museum

 Dine out at a restaurant called Ripley’s Believe it Or Not

 Catch a water taxi

 Take a trip in a submarine

 Get a boat to Alcatraz Island

 See sea lions on Pier 39

http://www.bridge-online.cz/bridge
http://www.bridge-online.cz/bridge
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TWENTY (VACATION) QUESTIONS
Think of a real road trip or vacation that you’ve had – preferably one that was particularly unusual or exciting in some 
way. Write a short article about the trip below.

Next, pair up with another student who has also 
written about a trip or vacation. Take turns to 
ask each other yes-or-no questions. You can 
each ask up to 20 questions. Do not answer with 
anything except yes or no, but always answer 
truthfully. 

How much can you find out about where your 
partner went and what they did? Which of you 
learned the most information?

Example questions
Was it in this country?

Did you go with your family?

Did you do sports activities there?

Have you been there more than once?

Is it somewhere you’ve told me about before?

FREE TEACHERS’ PACK
Teachers ordering 11 or more 
subscriptions receive the following 
teachers’ pack for free: a magazine, 
a teachers’ file, a CD, a poster, 
a card and a calendar.

	 Describe the pictures. What ways of 
enjoying culture does each one show?

	 What are the differences between 
the pictures?

	 Which types of cultural events / 
activities are most popular among 
people of your age?

	 Which types of cultural events / 
activities do you prefer and why?
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The decision was made through 
a series of text messages on 
a Friday evening while I was on 
break at the San Diego restaurant 
where I worked. My friend Sarah 
and I would go on a weekend road 
trip to San Francisco! It would 
be a 2,000km round trip in two 
days, and neither of us had even 
driven through the night before. 
But we were young, without 
a care in the world, and not afraid 
of anything. 

1 The Early Start 
Sarah picked me up from work at 1am. 

I was exhausted from a busy night behind 
the bar, and all I had with me was a dirty 
apron1, my house keys and my wallet, but 
Sarah insisted that we had to hit the road at 
once. We would take turns driving while 
the other got to be the DJ, keeping each 
other awake for this long drive through 
the night. We headed to the Interstate 5 
highway, and our long journey began.

2 A Diner Breakfast
Five hours into the drive, and we still 

weren’t halfway there. We decided to stop 
at an all-night diner to get some coffee to 
keep us awake. American diners (also called 
“greasy2 spoons”) serve hamburgers, French 
fries, milkshakes and all things fried. They have 
booths, which are big tables with one long seat 
on either side that can hold up to six people. 
Many also have counter3 seating where 
you can sit on a stool and watch the chef 
prepare all the food for the restaurant. 
Diners are usually open 24 hours a day and 
you can find them on most highway exits 
and rest stops, so they are perfect for truck 
drivers and for road trippers like us. 

3 Midday Madness 
After about ten hours of driving, we 

started approaching the famous Bay Area 
and merged4 with all of the city traffic of 
workers commuting5 from the east. Now 
this was a challenge. The Bay Area 
comprises ten cities (including San 
Francisco, Oakland, San Jose and Berkley) 
and each has its own highway that spills 
into Interstate 5. There is a train system 
called the BART (Bay Area Rapid Transit 
system) which connects all the cities but, 
despite that, many people still prefer to 
drive. We didn’t move one inch for maybe 
about two hours. We were exhausted and 
decided to pull off the highway and take 
a quick nap6 somewhere. Sarah crawled into 
the back seat of the car and I reclined7 my 
passenger seat back, and we fell asleep 
immediately.

4 Back on the Road 
Two hours later we woke up covered 

in sweat, the hot bright sun beaming down 
through the windows. Time to get up. We 
got back on the highway and finally could 
see the skyscrapers of the great city of San 
Francisco in the distance. What a sight! 
The famous Millennium Tower (the tallest 
residential building in the city), 
the Ritz-Carlton Club (the first skyscraper 
built in California) and the Golden 
Gate Bridge.

5 Bay View 
We drove through the hills and 

finally arrived at our destination, a friend’s 
apartment perched8 on a hill overlooking 
San Francisco Bay. And that weekend was 
special, as they would be hosting 
the world-famous America’s Cup yacht 
race, and we could see it from up above in 
the apartment. However, we were so tired 
from our overnight drive that we 
fell asleep.

6 Evening  
Six hours later we woke up. Our first 

day in San Francisco was almost over, and 
we’d still done nothing except drive and 
sleep! San Francisco, though, stays awake 
late into the night, so we decided to go to 
the Embarcadero district for dinner. This is 
right at the shoreline of the bay, where 
the port of the city is, and you can see 
the 75-meter-high clock tower of the San 
Francisco Ferry Building, built in the 1890s, 
and the 7km Bay Bridge connecting 
San Francisco to 
the city of Oakland. 

Girls on 
the Road

A Road Trip to San Francisco

5

Michelle Freeman (USA)

3

1

CA L I FO R N I A

U S A
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7 The Bay by Night 
After the dinner, we went for a walk 

around the neighborhood. We saw 
Fisherman’s Wharf, where they invented 
the famous clam chowder sourdough bread 
bowl (= a shellfish9 soup served in bread). 
During the day you can also see Alcatraz 
Island, which used to be a famous prison, 
but in the evening there is always a heavy 
fog so you can’t see too far in the distance.

8 That’s Chinatown 
The next day was our last day in 

the city and we wanted to see everything. 
We made a trip to Chinatown to eat the best 
Chinese food the city had to offer. 
Chinatown in San Francisco is one of 
the oldest established Chinatowns in all of 
America. There is the iconic Dragon’s Gate, 
which welcomes you into a maze10 of streets 
and alleys with bakeries, souvenir shops and 
karaoke bars.

VOCABULARY
1 apron  [ˈeɪprən] – zástěra
2 greasy  [ˈɡriːsi, ˈɡriːzi] – mastný 
3 counter  [ˈkaʊntə(r)] – pult
4 to merge  [mɜːdʒ] – vmísit se
5 to commute  [kəˈmjuːt] – dojíždět (do práce)
6 to take a nap  [næp] – zdřímnout si
7 to recline  [rɪˈklaɪn] – sklopit
8 perched  [pɜːtʃt] – usazený
9 shellfish  [ˈʃelfɪʃ] – korýš, měkkýš

10 maze  [meɪz] – bludiště

9 Home of the Beats 
Then we went to North Beach, 

a popular neighborhood with Italian heritage. 
There are many small Italian restaurants and 
cafés, and you can feel the spirit of the Beat 
Generation, who were young working-class 
poets, writers and artists of the 1960s, very 
anti-establishment and anti-war – the most 
famous being Allen Ginsberg and Jack 
Kerouac. In this neighborhood you can find 
the famous City Lights bookstore, which 
was the first bookstore in America to sell 
only paperback books, and was also 
a famous alternative publisher.

10 Hippy City 
We couldn’t miss Haight and Ashbury 

streets, the heart of where the 1960s 
revolution took place, celebrating love and 
freedom. It was the birthplace of 
the counterculture (= anti-establishment) 
movement, where bands like The Grateful 
Dead and The Doors played rock’n’roll to 
accompany the expression of free love and 
free speech, and also anger towards 
the Vietnam war.

11 Magical Beach 
Soon we had to leave since we had 

a long drive back home again. Instead of 
taking the main Interstate 5, we took 
the coastal Highway 1, which wraps around 
the coastline and has the most incredible 
views. We stopped briefly in the village of Big 
Sur so we could use the restroom, and 
discovered a place called Pfeiffer Beach, 
where we watched the sunset. We had never 
seen anything so beautiful before in our lives. 

12 Home Again 
Another eight hours’ driving later, 

and we were finally home early on Monday 
morning. It was a very long drive for a super 
short weekend in San Francisco, and both of 
us regretted not having been able to stay 
longer. But discovering that beach on 
the drive home made it the perfect trip – 
and we were already planning our next one.
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