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Dear Readers,
What a long year the past month has 

been! This has been a challenging issue to 
put together. We’ve all been working from 
isolation, and so much of what we had 
planned to write about in this issue has been 
cancelled – from summer concerts and film 
festivals to the Olympics. We don’t even 
know if you’ll be reading this in the classroom 
or just on your laptops at home. If it’s part 
of your home study programme, though, 
we hope it will be the bit you look forward to 
most of all.

So what is there to look forward to? We 
take a look at what music stars like Dua Lipa 
and Billie Eilish can offer a quarantined world 
without festivals and live gigs. We go behind 
the scenes in the world of TV and movies to 
see how designers get the look just right. 
We’ve got fun and lighthearted stories from 
around the world, including some of the new 
slang associated with the coronavirus and 
quarantine.

All this, plus lots more. We’ve got 
the winners of our Tiny Stories competition, 
of course (and what a good job you all did!). 
An article on the language of politeness, 
which is much more than just saying please 
and thank you. A basic intro to the immune 
system, how it works and the role of 
vaccines. Something on George Orwell’s 
dystopian novel 1984… Oh, you know what to 
do: open, read and enjoy.

Paul Farrington-Douglas 
& the Bridge team

MAY–JUNE BONUSES
for subscribers who receive 11 or more 
copies of the magazinecopies of the magazine
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B1–B2 NEWS / FUN

Damien Galeone (USA)

OUR 
FUNNY 
LIVES 

There’s been way too much bad news recently. But there 
have been plenty of fun and funny things going on, too. We’ve 
pulled some of our favorites together here, so let’s set aside 
the headlines full of doom and gloom and have a good laugh. HUNGRY BEAR 

Police in a Californian town were 
ordered to fi nd out why a dumpster* 
was shaking and making noises. 
The police offi  cer who went over to 
look inside had the shock of his life 
when a huge bear put its head out. 
The bear wasn’t a stranger, though. 
His name is T‑Shirt and he’s known to 
locals as pretty relaxed, and usually on 
the lookout for food. He is often seen 
going through trash to fi nd leftovers 
to eat. In this case, he got stuck while 
looking for dinner. With a little help, he 
was able to get out. Maybe he’ll learn 
not to eat so much junk food in future.

A HOT SITUATION
When his church was closed due 
to the coronavirus, Simon Beach, 
vicar* of St Budeaux Parish Church 
in Plymouth, UK, bravely decided to 
try streaming his prayer service via 
YouTube. Church of England services 
are usually rather quiet, thoughtful 
events, but this one took an 
unexpectedly dramatic turn. Beach’s 
viewers at home were shocked when 
near the end of the service he said in 
a calm but surprised tone, “Oh, I’ve 
just caught fi re.” We may never know 
if he was fi lled with a burning passion 
or just got too close to a candle, 
but either way, he was fortunately 
unharmed and 
only burned his 
jumper a bit.

unharmed and 
only burned his 
jumper a bit.

WILD PARROTS
Flocks of parrots have become a problem 
for poppy farmers in India. The parrots are 
raiding* the farmers’ poppy fi elds and eating 
there up to 40 times a day. Well, birds eat 
seeds, so it’s no surprise. Except that these 
poppies are being grown for opium, which will 
be used in medicines. Along with the seeds, 
the parrots end up eating opium‑rich 
poppy milk, which gives them feelings of 
euphoria* and relaxation. After the parrots 
eat, they have been seen crashing into 
trees and lying sleepily 
around in the fi elds. IF YOU CAN’T TRUST 

YOUR PLANTS...
For two years, Caelie Wilkes took care 
of her favorite succulent* plant. Oh, 
how she loved that plant, watering it 
every day and making sure it got plenty 
of sunlight. To give it room to grow, she 
bought a new pot for it... and that’s when 
she discovered her leafy* friend was 
made of foam and rubber. She couldn’t 
believe it. “I feel like the last two years 
have been a lie,” she said sadly. 

There’s been way too much bad news recently. But there 
have been plenty of fun and funny things going on, too. We’ve 
pulled some of our favorites together here, so let’s set aside HUNGRY BEAR 



BRIDGE / May-June 2020 5

FILTER FUN (AGAIN) 
Last month, we told you about 
the weatherman who accidentally switched 
on a Facebook fi lter and gave himself 
fi ve minutes of funny faces on TV. We 
also mentioned the Pakistani  politician 
who gave himself an Instagram cat face. 
Such a mistake could never happen three 
times, right? Yes, of course it could. Four 
times, actually. Lizet Ocampo, a director 
at an American charity, made herself into 
a potato for a top‑level virtual meeting. 
She was unable to change herself 
back into a human, so she had to lead 
the whole meeting as a potato. And in Italy, 
a livestreamed mass took a surprising 
turn when the priest accidentally turned 
on video fi lters instead of turning up 
the volume. He ended up saying prayers 
wearing a series of funny things including 
a space helmet, sunglasses and fl owers.

SENSITIVE SHARK
Auckland native Nick Minogue was paddling 
his surfboard off  Pauanui Beach in New 
Zealand when he was attacked by a very 
large and very aggressive great white 
shark. Instead of panicking when it sank 
its teeth into his surfboard, Nick began 
punching the shark in the eye and shouting 
(unpublishable) obscenities*. The shark 
decided to leave Nick alone, 
though shark experts 
are unsure if it was 
because of the taste 
of the surfboard, 
the pain of 
the punches or 
(and this is our 
guess) shock 
at the bad 
language.

a space helmet, sunglasses and fl owers.

A SMELLY SITUATION
A doctor in the US city of Pittsburgh claims 
that American football player Antonio 
Brown repeatedly farted in his face during 
medical procedures, and still owes him 
$11,000. OK, technically the $11,000 was 
not linked to the farting, but rather to 
unpaid fees. Still, it makes you wonder 
why the doctor would keep giving Brown 
appointments.

OFFICER 
GRANDMA
Speeding* drivers got used to 
slowing down as they passed through 
one Montana town: they’d learned that 
there was often a police offi  cer waiting there with 
a radar gun (the handheld device used by police to 
measure drivers’ speed). Except that the offi  cer was 
actually a local grandmother, Patti Baumgartner, 
who had grown tired of cars speeding down 
the road in front of her house, and the radar gun 
was just a hair dryer. Montana highway patrolman 
Noah Pesola said it was a funny, clever way to 
solve the problem and even gave her the special 
title of Honorary Montana Trooper*.title of Honorary Montana Trooper*.

WHAT WAS LOST 
HAS BEEN FOUND
Stella Wedell was on holiday in 
Stockholm when she went to an 
exhibition by Mandy Barker, an artist 
who specializes in marine* photography 
and “sea artifacts” (objects found on 
beaches and in oceans). A cassette tape 
in one of the artworks caught Stella’s 
eye. It had been found on a Canary 
Island beach in 2017. Astonished*, Stella 
recognized it as her own mixtape – one 
that she’d lost in Spain 25 years earlier!

punching the shark in the eye and shouting 
(unpublishable) obscenities*. The shark 

because of the taste 
of the surfboard, 
the pain of 
the punches or 
(and this is our 
guess) shock 
at the bad 
language.

A doctor in the US city of Pittsburgh claims 
that American football player Antonio 
Brown repeatedly farted in his face during 
medical procedures, and still owes him 
$11,000. OK, technically the $11,000 was 
not linked to the farting, but rather to 

GLOSSARY*
vicar [ˈvɪkə(r)]	–	local	priest	(in	the	Church	of	England)	
succulent [ˈsʌkjələnt]	–	a	plant	with	thick	hard	leaves,	
such	as	a	cactus

leafy [ˈliːfi	]	–	having	leaves
dumpster [ˈdʌmpstə(r)]	–	a	big	garbage	bin
to raid [reɪd]	–	to	a�	ack	for	the	purpose	of	stealing	
(like	Vikings)

euphoria [juːˈfɔːriə]	–	extreme	happiness
speeding [ˈspiːdɪŋ]	–	driving	too	fast
trooper [ˈtruːpə(r)]	–	a	soldier	or	(in	the	US)	state	
police	offi		cer

marine [məˈriːn]	–	related	to	the	sea
astonished [əˈstɒnɪʃt]	–	very	surprised
obscenity [əbˈsenəti	]	–	a	bad	word

GRANDMA
Speeding* drivers got used to 
slowing down as they passed through 
one Montana town: they’d learned that 
there was often a police offi  cer waiting there with 
a radar gun (the handheld device used by police to 
measure drivers’ speed). Except that the offi  cer was 
actually a local grandmother, Patti Baumgartner, 
who had grown tired of cars speeding down 
the road in front of her house, and the radar gun 
was just a hair dryer. Montana highway patrolman 
Noah Pesola said it was a funny, clever way to 
solve the problem and even gave her the special 
title of Honorary Montana Trooper*.
solve the problem and even gave her the special 
title of Honorary Montana Trooper*.
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Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

Quarantine Corner
We have been social distancing just like 
everyone else and have gone slightly mad as a 
result – which might be why we think these 
coronavirus‑related stories are kind of fun.

A Coronavirus Meme
Unless you’re a fan of surreal British comedy, you probably won’t 
know Matt Lucas, a comedian who rose to fame playing a gigantic 
baby on the 1990s comedy show Shooting Stars. But he has a huge 
fan following in the UK. 

On March 24th, Matt posted 
a video on Twitter with 
the comment “A VERY 
important message”. 
The message was a song about 
a baked potato’s advice on how 
to act during the coronavirus 
epidemic:

Wash your hands, stay 
indoors
Thank you baked potato
Only go to grocery stores
Thank you baked potato
If you want to have a better day
You must listen to what 
the baked potatoes say... 
The 55‑second clip went viral, 

and soon other videos started 
appearing. First it was young 
children recording their own 
versions, then musicians and 
singers. Groups got together 
to sing it on Zoom (a video 
conferencing app). Hospital 

nurses have choreographed 
dances to it. Someone used a 
bit of simple video editing to 
make it seem like prime minister 
Boris Johnson was singing 
it (though if Johnson had 
listened to the baked potato, 
he wouldn’t have got the virus). 
People have translated it into 
other languages (including sign 
languages). A download to raise 
money for nurses went straight 
to the top of the charts. 

It’s always fun to see a meme 
begin and grow, especially one 
as fun and joyful as this.

Scan the QR code or go to 
https://bit.ly/2wUWP7a 
to watch the original 
video.

© Andy Gotts

IF YOU 
WANT TO HAVE 

A BETTER 
DAY…

B1–B2 NEWS / HUMOUR TF Activities
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What’s in a Name?
Near the beginning of the coronavirus outbreak, journalists and 
medical scientists tried to pin a name on the disease. The World 
Health Organisation settled on the official name “COVID-19” 
(from COronaVIrus Disease 2019), though most of the world has 
been calling it “the coronavirus” instead.

Before the offi  cial name, the disease was mostly called things 
like Wuhan pneumonia, Wuhan coronavirus, China fl u and so on – 
names based on the origin of the disease. It’s been controversial.

On the one hand, it’s quite normal for diseases to be named 
after places. Examples include West Nile Fever, Middle East 
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS), Lyme Disease (named after a town 
in Connecticut in the USA), Ebola (named after a river in Zaire in 
Africa), Norovirus (Norwalk in Ohio) and Zika Fever (the Zika Forest 
in Uganda). And a place name does not always indicate the place of 
origin. For example, the Spanish Flu, which killed millions of people 
in 1918–20, was not from Spain; it got its name because Spain was 
the fi rst country where the media were allowed to report on it 
(the UK, US, Germany and other countries had strict censorship at 
the time because of the war). 

On the other hand, there can 
be bad consequences to names 
like this. They lead to people 
and places being discriminated 
against, which is why the WHO 
prefers descriptive disease 
names. That’s not the same 
as saying these names were racist. But naming a disease after 
a place certainly can be racist. The most famous example is syphilis, 
a sexually transmitted disease. Everyone wanted to blame this on 
immigrants. To the British and Italians, it was the French disease. 
To the French, it was the Neapolitan disease. The Russians called 
it the Polish disease, the Poles called it the German disease, and 
the people of Flanders and North Africa called it the Spanish disease!

Coronalanguage
One of the unexpected side effects of the coronavirus pandemic 
has been a whole new area of language to explore.

Within a few weeks of the start of the pandemic everyone was 
using terms like self‑isolating, social distancing and contact tracing 
as if we’d known them all our lives. Concepts from epidemiology 
(the science of how diseases 
spread) such as viral load 
(the amount of virus in a blood 
sample) and shedding (releasing 
virus from your body) went from 
being specialist terminology to 
everyday language. 

New slang rapidly evolved, 
too. Australians, who can’t 
see a word of more than two 
syllables without inventing 
a shorter version, started 
talking about buying sanny (hand sanitiser) and going into 
iso (isolation) to avoid the rona (coronavirus). Other people 
started inventing new, pun‑based words, like covidiot (someone 
who refuses to do proper social distancing), Quarantini (based 
on Martini, a cocktail for drinking while self‑isolating) and 
coronapocalypse. One that caught on among young Americans 
was “
coronapocalypse. One that caught on among young Americans 

teen” as netspeak for quarantine, based on a jokey 
mispronunciation (“corntine”). And a girlfriend or boyfriend 
you start living with so you’re not alone in quarantine is your 
apocalypse husband or wife.

Young Americans have long used the expression 
“the freshman 15”. It refers to the 15 pounds (7 kg) of weight that 
fi rst‑year university students (freshmen) are said to put on because 
they are in control of their own diet• for the fi rst 
time. This turned into “the corona 15” for the weight 
you gain when you’re stuck at home without 
exercise and with nothing to do but eat (though 
some people pointed out that “the covid 19” was 
a better term). 

And it’s not just English‑speakers 
inventing such expressions. 
Germans, for example, 
transformed “Kummerspeck” 
(“grief bacon”, the weight 
you put on due to 
comfort‑eating after 
a break‑up) into 
“Coronaspeck” 
(the weight you gain in 
quarantine).

LANGUAGE POINT•
Your	diet is	what	you	eat,	and	you	
can	have	a	good	or	bad	diet.	You	can	
also	follow	a	specifi	c	diet	for	health	
or	ethical	reasons	(e.g.	a	high-protein	
diet	or	a	vegan	diet).	The	verb	to diet	
and	the	expression	to go on a diet	
usually	refer	to	a	weight-loss	diet.	

SORRY, 
WHAT WAS 
YOUR NAME 

AGAIN?

Australians 
started talking 
about buying 

sanny and going 
into iso.

Naming a disease 
after a place can 

be racist.

OH, 
SWEET 
19…



8 BRIDGE / May-June 2020

B1–B2 HEALTH TF Activities

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

FIGHTING OFF 
INVADERS

HOW THE IMMUNE 
SYSTEM AND VACCINES 

KEEP US SAFE

An immune system is common to all life. Even 
bacteria are constantly evolving2 to fight off attack 

(that’s what happens when they become immune 
to antibiotics). We talk about the immune system 

in easy, casual ways, like “vitamin C is good for your 
immunity”, but how much do you know about it? 

And how do vaccines fit into the picture?
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higher and higher fevers in an attempt to 
burn out the enemy, for instance). And with 
some illnesses, it can be enough time for 
the pathogen to do permanent damage to 
your body or even kill you.

This is where vaccination comes in. 
A vaccine is a way to get those vital 
antigens to your B cells so that your 
adaptive immunity is ready to get to work, 
but without the dangerous initial infection. 
Some vaccines use a weakened or dead form 
of a pathogen, while others use just the bits 
that have the antigens on them. Some of 
the laboratories working on a coronavirus 
vaccine are trying a new technology where 
the outside of the pathogen (including 
its antigens) is built around a harmless 
organism such as a yeast9 cell.

Are Vaccines Dangerous?
The short answer is no, but there are 
exceptions. They can be dangerous for 
people with damaged immunity. There 
can also be side‑eff ects or temporary 
symptoms, such as fever as the innate 
immunity does its thing. A tiny percentage 
of people can even have more severe10 
reactions (but autism is not one of them). 
Remember, though, that the vaccine is 
always a better option than the disease. 

A few times, a new vaccine that wasn’t 
tested properly has  had unexpected bad 
eff ects. That’s why it takes so long to get 
a new vaccine out: proper testing takes 
time. Vaccines are used on huge numbers of 
people, so even a very small risk matters.

The Walls Around Us
All organisms have innate3 immunity. These 
are the defences that are there all the time. 
For us, this begins with the skin, which keeps 
attackers out. Our nose, mouth and eyes 
have mucus4 to trap invaders. Our stomach is 
full of powerful acid. Our intestines contain 
“good bacteria” that prevent potentially 
harmful bacteria from settling. These are 
our walls – and our walls have armed guards. 
Break the skin, for example, and cells in our 
blood rush to block the gap.

A lot of the physical signs of illness 
are the results of our innate immunity at 
work protecting us. If pathogens5 get past 
the outer barrier of our skin, other cells in our 
blood rush to attack and destroy them (that’s 
what causes infl ammation6 and pus, the clear 
or white liquid from infected cuts and 
sores). Eyes run with tears and noses drip 
with snot (nasal mucus) to wash enemies 
away. Fever burns invaders to death. 

Our Secret Weapon
Anything that gets past all that will run into 
our natural killer cells, which are just as 
badass as they sound. These search out and 
destroy any cells that shouldn’t be there – 
whether those are pathogens or cells from 
our own bodies that have been damaged. 
And behind the natural killer cells, we have 
yet another and far more sophisticated7 line 
of defence: adaptive immunity. 

Our adaptive immunity works by learning 
to recognise specifi c attackers and then 
hitting them with powerful weapons called 
antibodies8 that kill or disable them fast and 
eff ectively. A healthy person can produce 
millions of antibodies a day, fi ghting off  
invaders so eff ectively that most of the time 
we don’t even know we’ve been attacked. This 
is what we mean when we talk about having 
immunity to a disease. But how does it work?

The System That Learns
It’s time to meet dendritic cells. These 
are found in the skin, eyes, nose, mouth, 
intestines and everywhere else 
that comes in contact with 
the outside world. When they 
fi nd pathogens, they eat them 
and chop them up into bits. 

The dendritic cells share 
those bits with cells from 
the adaptive immune system, 
which copy them and share 
them again. The bits are called 
antigens, and they can be used 
(like a fi ngerprint) to identify other 
pathogens of the same type.

Cells called B cells then search your 
body for more copies of that antigen, 
knowing that where there’s an antigen, 
there’s an enemy. If one of these B cells 
fi nds its matching antigen, it switches 
to making huge numbers of antibodies. 
Once the antibodies are released into 
the blood, they lock on to cells that have 
the antigens on them and attack them. And 
the best part? Your body has up to 10 billion 
diff erent B cells, and they constantly get 
replaced with new B cells that can still 
recognise the same antigens. 

Protection Without Pain
The fi rst time your body meets a new 
pathogen, there are no B cells ready to fi ght, 
and it can take days for your body to prepare. 
That lets the disease get established in 
your body, which means recovery might be 
slow even when your adaptive immunity 
gets to work. During that time, your innate 
immunity keeps fi ghting even if it is doing no 
good at all, or even doing harm (giving you 

VOCABULARY
1	 invader  [ɪnˈveɪdə(r)]	–	votrelec,	útočník
2	 to evolve  [ɪˈvɒlv]	–	vyvíjať	sa
3	 innate  [ɪˈneɪt]	–	vrodený
4	 mucus  [ˈmjuːkəs]	–	hlien,	sliz
5	 pathogen  [ˈpæθədʒən]	–	patogén,	pôvodca	
choroby	(vír,	baktéria	apod.)

6	 infl ammati on  [ˌɪnfl	əˈmeɪʃn]	–	zápal
7	 sophisti cated  [səˈfɪstɪkeɪtɪd]	–	dômyselný
8	 anti body  [ˈænti	bɒdi]	–	proti	látka
9	 yeast  [jiːst]	–	droždie
10	 severe  [sɪˈvɪə(r)]	–	vážny

The innate immunity defences 
sometimes get it wrong and mistake 
a harmless chemical or cell (in food, for 
example) for an invader and try to fight 
it off. This is called an allergic reaction. 
Sometimes they even attack our own 
healthy cells. This is auto-immune disease. 

Some people have weaker 
adaptive immune systems. For one 
reason or another, their bodies don’t 
produce the antibodies they need. 
Such people are at risk all the time 
because when they get attacked by 
a pathogen, they just get ill. The people 
around them can get infected by 
a pathogen and fight it off easily, but 
they can still pass the pathogen to 
the immune-compromised person.

A lot of the physical signs 
of illness are the results 

of our innate immunity at 
work protecting us.

IT’S NOT 
GOING TO 
HURT…

IMMUNITY, ALLERGIES 
AND OTHER PROBLEMS



10 BRIDGE / May-June 2020

Stars and Stripes on Display
The American fl ag is everywhere on July 4th – 
I’m talking• T‑shirts, swimsuits, cupcakes, car 
windows and of course its offi  cial position 
on top of fl agpoles2. Lots of people also wear 
red, white and blue to get into the spirit*. 
The symbolism of the American fl ag 
connects history with the present day: there 
are 13 stripes for the original 13 US colonies 
that declared independence in 1776, and 
50 stars for the 50 states in the union today.

Fire Up the Grill*
The Fourth of July is defi nitely an outdoor 
celebration, with lots of backyard 
barbecues and community get‑togethers 
at lakes, beaches and parks. So what 
do you eat outdoors? The Fourth of July 

is the biggest day to throw some hot dogs 
and hamburgers (or vegan alternatives) 
on the grill. Potato salad is an essential 
side dish. Diff erent US regions, or even 
diff erent family members, have their own 
recipes, and of course each believes theirs 
is the best. These might include diff erent 
combinations of potatoes, mayonnaise, 
mustard, boiled eggs, pickles, onions, celery, 
salt, pepper, paprika*, lemon juice and other 
creative ingredients. Red, white and blue 
foods, like berries and whipped cream3, 
watermelon or multi‑colored popsicles4 can 
also add pops of color to the table.  

Light Up the Sky
One line from the US national anthem5 is 
“And the rockets’ red glare6, the bombs 
bursting7 in air, gave proof through the night 
that our fl ag was still there.” Fireworks aren’t 
just entertainment on the Fourth of July, as 
they are on New Year’s Eve. They symbolize 
how the US had to fi ght for its independence 
from Britain. Most cities have an offi  cial 
fi reworks display with a soundtrack of 
patriotic songs like “God Bless America” or 
more modern hits like “Party in the USA”. 
The laws for individual people setting off  
fi reworks diff er from state to state. Private 
fi reworks are especially popular in areas 

with communities of Indigenous Americans. 
The laws against selling fi reworks 
don’t apply on reservations•, and many 
non‑native people drive in to buy fi reworks, 
then take them home and risk punishment 
for lighting them illegally.
Auburn Scallon (USA)

GLOSSARY*
to get into the spirit –	to	do	things	that	
are	typical	for	a	celebrati	on	or	holiday

to fi re up the grill –	informal	phrase	
meaning	to	light	the	fi	re	and	start	
cooking

paprika –	a	red	spice	used	to	give	fl	avor	
to	food	(not	the	actual	vegetable,	
which	is	called	a	pepper	in	English)

Independence Day in the United 
States is a loud, lively holiday. 
School is out for the summer, 
the weather is usually good, and 
the overall vibe1 is light‑hearted 
and proud. When I think about 
the Fourth of July, three things 
come to mind: flags, food and 
fireworks. 

CULTURE POINT
Between 2% and 3% of US lands today 
are special areas, called reservations, 
for Indigenous Americans. This comes 
from an 1851 agreement that moved all 
Indigenous Americans onto these lands 
so that European settlers could have 
more space. These reservations have 
some exceptions to US laws around 
things like fireworks and casinos.

CELEBRATING THE FOURTH OF JULY

B1 HOLIDAYS TF Activities

FLAGS, 
FIREWORKS 
AND FOOD

VOCABULARY
1	 vibe  [vaɪb]	–	atmosféra	
2	 fl agpole  [ˈfl	æɡpəʊl]	–	stožiar
3	 whipped cream  [wɪpt	kriːm]	–	šľahačka
4	 popsicle  [ˈpɒpsɪkl]	–	nanuk
5	 anthem  [ˈænθəm]	–	hymna

LANGUAGE POINT• 
You	can	use	the	phrase	“I’m talking…”	to	
give	examples	in	informal	conversati	ons.	
Example: This store has everything. 
I’m talking food, clothes, electronics, 
sports equipment, everything.
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DISCUSS

BRIANNA

NATHANIEL

 • If you could write the etiquette rules for 
concerts, what are five things you would 
include?

 • Think about yourself as a performer on 
the stage. Would you rather see a whole 
crowd of people recording you or a whole 
crowd of faces watching you? Why?

 • What kind of smartphone etiquette 
rules do you think people should follow
… at a movie theater?
… at an outdoor festival?
… at a play or a ballet performance?
… at a sporting event?
… at a children’s school performance? 
… while watching street performers in 
a city?

I CAN’T SEE 
THROUGH YOUR 
SCREEN!
Video cameras have shrunk from large devices 
to smartphones in almost everyone’s pocket. 
Stadium concerts used to be filled with audiences 
holding lighters in the air during certain songs. 
Today there’s more likely to be a sea of smartphone 
screens raised over people’s heads. 

I get so annoyed when 
someone in front of me at 
a concert pulls out their 
smartphone and starts 
recording. You bought a ticket to 
see this person perform live, and then 
you watch the whole thing through 
a screen? What’s the point*?

I’m not very tall, so I often have a hard 
time seeing the stage. Then, if fi ve people 
in front of me lift their phones up, I have to 
start moving my neck around like an owl, 
trying to fi nd the best view in between 
all the arms. Sometimes I wish concerts 
had the same rules as movie theaters. 
At least then I’d be able to see the show, 
which is the reason I paid to be there!

I’d also love to know why these people 
are recording. Are they actually going to 
watch the whole concert again someday? 
I doubt it. Maybe they’re hoping to 
share it on social media. Seriously, I wish 
people could enjoy themselves and not 
have to brag* to the world about what 
a good time they’re having, especially 
when artists only come to town maybe 
once every few years.

Oh yeah. As soon as I hear 
the first few notes of my 
favorite song, my phone 
goes straight up in the air. 
It’s what everyone does these days – 
we all want to remember being in that 
moment together. Besides, I can still 
record without looking at the screen, so 
it’s like having two views of the show. 
Plus, if I miss something because I was 
excited, I can go back and watch it again 
later. There are so many little details that 
I could watch it 100 times and always fi nd 
something new. 

I’ve never heard anyone around me 
complain about recording at concerts. If 
the view is really important to someone, 
they should probably get a seat in 
the balcony so they can see over 
everyone’s heads. I go to concerts to hear 
the music. 

One thing I do hear when I share my 
videos on social media is thanks from 
people who couldn’t go to the concert. 
I also love when my friends share clips of 
a show I wasn’t able to get tickets for. 

GLOSSARY*
What’s the point?	–	what	are	the	reasons	for	or	
benefi	ts	of	doing	sth?

to brag –	to	speak	too	proudly	about	sth

YONDR: A FUTURE 
WITHOUT PHONES?
Yondr, a California company, makes a small 
pouch (= small bag) for smartphones. When 
people arrive, they put their devices inside 
and lock the pouch. They keep their phones 
with them, but are unable to use them. 
The pouch stays locked until the show is 
over and then opens automatically. Some 
musicians, like Childish Gambino, Justin 
Timberlake and Madonna, have required this 
at recent concerts. 

SHOULD PEOPLE 

RECORD CONCERTS 

AND EVENTS? 

Auburn Scallon (USA)

B1 SOCIAL MEDIA
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Cardiff

Snowdonia 
National 

Park

Irish Sea

W A L E S

The “ring of iron” castles
1 Caernarfon Castle
2 Beaumaris Castle
3 Conwy Castle
4 Harlech Castle

1
2 3

4

Located in the northwest of the country, 
Snowdonia National Park is the largest 
national park in Wales. It contains a wide 
range of diff erent landscapes, with 
everything from beaches to mountaintops. 
It is home to the biggest natural lake 
in Wales (Bala Lake, or Llyn Tegid) and 
plenty of pretty villages, as well as 
the second‑highest mountain in the UK, 
Mount Snowdon (1,085m).

A Giant’s Grave
The name Snowdon comes from Old English 
and, pretty boringly, just means “snow 
hill”. The Welsh name for this mountain, Yr 
Wyddfa, is, however, more imaginative: it 
refers to a legend that a giant is buried there. 
The story goes that Rhudda Gawr was a giant 
king who lived in Snowdonia, and who killed 
many other British kings, using their beards 
to make a cloak1 for himself. The one king 
who wasn’t prepared to lose his beard (or 
his life) was King Arthur, who killed Rhudda 

and ordered a barrow (a small hill of earth 
and stones on top of a grave) to be made 
on top of the mountain for the body of 
his defeated enemy. Eventually the story 
of the giant was forgotten by most, and 
Gwyddfa Rhudda (Rhudda’s barrow), simply 
became Yr Wyddfa (the barrow). 

On Top of the World
The challenging slopes of Snowdon are very 
popular with climbers, and the fi rst person 
to climb Mount Everest, Sir Edmund Hillary, 
did a lot of training for his expedition there. 
Luckily, you don’t need climbing equipment 
to reach the top – there are many diff erent 
paths you can take to get there on foot, 
though you should allow yourself between 
fi ve and eight hours to get up and down 
again. While you’re at the top, you can 
reward yourself for all your hard work by 
getting a cup of tea from the highest café 
in the UK. Or, if you are feeling a bit lazier, 
there is a railway that will take you directly 

up there from the town of Llanberis, 
allowing you to take in the scenery without 
moving a muscle. Beware, though, as 
the Welsh proverb states: Hedyn pob 
drwg yw diogi – laziness is the seed of 
all evil! Whichever route you take, you’ll 
have a chance of seeing some of the best 
views of Britain: on a clear day, you can see 
Ireland, the Isle of Man, England and even 
as far as Scotland. To be honest, it’s only 
a fairly small chance, though, as Snowdon 
is one of the wettest places in the UK, and 
the mountain is often to be found hiding 
under dark clouds. 

A LITTLE LAND
OF BIG BEAUTY 
DISCOVERING WALES

Wales is a little country, but it’s one that is full of natural 
beauty, with green valleys, sandy beaches, spectacular 
mountains and dramatic coastlines. While the south is home 
to the capital, Cardiff, it’s the north of the country we will 
explore. But don’t worry, there’s no need to rush. As the Welsh 
say, araf deg mae mynd ymhell – go slowly, and go far.

Liam Peach (UK)

Snowdonia (Eryri)

B1–B2 SERIES: ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES CD Track 6 TF Activities

Mount 
Snowdon

Great Britain
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Though Wales is well known for its fantastic 
scenery, it also has another claim2 to fame. 
Did you know that it has more castles per 
square metre than any other European 
country? And in the north, you can find 
some awesome examples of military 
architecture that tell stories of vast power 
and brave rebellion. 

Rebel Nation
There is a reason there are so many castles 
in Wales: Welsh people don’t like being told 
what to do! Over the centuries various kings 
and rulers tried to bring this mountainous 
nation under their control, and the Welsh 
fought them every step of the way. In 
fact, it wasn’t until Edward I became king 
that England would finally take control of 
the whole of Wales. Sick of• rebellions from 
Welsh princes, Edward invaded in 1282, 
defeating the rebels and taking the whole 
of the country for England. In the years 
that followed, in order to keep control 
over North Wales, he started building new 
castles, bigger and stronger than anyone 
had seen before.

A Ring of Iron
Edward wanted a “ring of iron” to keep 
the troublesome Welsh under control, so 
he started construction of four enormous 
fortresses3 in a circle around North Wales. 
Those castles still stand today at Conwy, 
Harlech, Caernarfon and Beaumaris. 
Together they make up a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and are described as being 
“the finest examples of late 13th and early 
14th military architecture in Europe”. 

Caernarfon Castle
The historical town of Caernarfon was built 
to be a safe home for the English settlers 
that Edward introduced. It was protected 

by the largest and most imposing4 of 
Edward’s new castles and by walls that 
completely surrounded the original town. 
Today, Caernarfon Castle is used to crown 
the Princes of Wales. The current prince, 
Charles, received his official title there in 1969.

Conwy Castle
Conwy Castle is also connected to a walled 
town, and you can still walk along most 
of the 1.3 kilometres of those walls and 
look down on the modern town of Conwy. 
The walls have 21 towers. The castle 
is popular with painters thanks to its 
picturesque location at the mouth of 
the River Conwy, with the mountains of 
Snowdonia behind it. 

Harlech Castle
Harlech Castle is probably best known for 
the siege5 that took place there during 
the War of the Roses in the 15th century. 
It lasted for seven years, the longest in 
British history, and still the castle remained 
standing. The siege is the subject of 
the song “Men of Harlech”, which is an 
important part of Welsh national culture.

Beaumaris Castle
You can find Beaumaris Castle on Anglesey, 
Wales’ largest island. It was supposed to 
be Edward’s masterpiece, the biggest and 
most impressive of all the “iron ring” castles. 
But before it could be finished, Edward had 
picked another fight, this time with Scotland. 
There was no more money for Beaumaris 
and construction stopped, leaving it known 
as “the greatest castle never built”.

VOCABULARY
1	 loak  [kləʊk]	–	plášť
2	 claim  [kleɪm]	–	nárok
3	 fortress  [ˈfɔːtrəs]	–	pevnosť
4	 imposing  [ɪmˈpəʊzɪŋ]	–	impozantný
5	 siege  [siːdʒ]	–	obliehanie

LANGUAGE POINT•
To	be	sick usually	means	to	be	ill,	but	to	be	sick of	
something	(or	sick and tired of	something)	means	to	
have	had	too	much	of	it	(e.g.	I’m sick of homework).

Caernarfon 
Castle

Beaumaris 
Castle

Conwy 
Castle

Harlech 
Castle

Welsh Castles
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The Masters of Fear 
1984 is one of the most famous 20th‑century 
dystopias•. It is set in an imagined country 
called Oceania, ruled by a totalitarian 
government called the Party. The Party has 
had absolute control for as long as most 
people can remember. The country is always 
at war, people’s every act is controlled by 
the government, and they are taught not to 

question anything. According to the Party, 
this is necessary for the greater good of all. 

The Party’s three slogans are “war is 
peace”, “freedom is slavery” and “ignorance 
is strength”. Do they sound contradictory*? It 
does not matter. You should trust the Party 
over your own judgment*. When your 
instinct tells you one thing, but the Party 
another, it is the Party which must be right.

The Place without Darkness
The novel tells the story of Winston Smith, 
who works at the information‑controlling 
Ministry of Truth but who, very secretly, 
does not feel any love for the Party. 
Winston is a classic antihero; he isn’t 
particularly heroic, brave or clever. 

He falls in love with a woman named 
Julia and starts a relationship with her. 
He also discovers a group of people who 

oppose the regime. The leader of this group, 
O’Brien, assures Winston that they will 
meet, one day, in a place where there is 
no darkness. Winston believes he means 
in a future where everyone is happy. For 
a while, we think the dull, grey, world of 
Oceania might have some life in it after all. 
Together with his love and his new friends, 
Winston is going to fi ght for freedom and 
the right to love. 

Have you heard the phrase 
“Big Brother is watching you”? 
It was invented by George 
Orwell in 1984, his novel about 
a society where the state has 
control not just of actions, but 
also of feelings, hopes, desires 
and dreams. 

WAR IS PEACE, 
FREEDOM IS SLAVERY, 

IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH
GEORGE ORWELL’S 1984 

Many people believe 
that Orwell’s vision of 

the future could become 
a reality at any time.

B1–B2 LITERATURE CD Track 7 TF Activities
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Throughout his life British author 
George Orwell (1903–1950) 
was interested in the impact of 
politics on normal human life. His 
other famous work, the political 
allegory Animal Farm, tells 
the story of farm animals who 
rebel hoping to create a society 
where they are all equal but 
end up under a dictatorship. It 
reflects the Russian Revolution 
of 1917 and the Stalinist era of 
the Soviet Union.

Throughout his life British author 
George Orwell (1903–1950) 
was interested in the impact of 
politics on normal human life. His 
other famous work, the political 
allegory Animal Farm, tells 
the story of farm animals who 
rebel hoping to create a society 
where they are all equal but 
end up under a dictatorship. It 
reflects the Russian Revolution 
of 1917 and the Stalinist era of 
the Soviet Union.

But 1984 is not famous for its happy 
ending. Athough Winston does end up in 
“a place where there is no darkness”, it is no 
happy future. He comes face‑to‑face with 
O’Brien under the bright, terrible lights of 
the torturers* at the Ministry of Love, where 
those guilty of “thoughtcrime” (having 
politically wrong thoughts) are broken until 
they love the Party once again. 

A World without Privacy
In Orwell’s invented world, every action 
is observed. Each house is installed with 
telescreens that pick up your every 
movement. Children are encouraged to spy 
on their parents, and any dangerous act can 
be registered by the Thought Police and may 
result in vaporisation: killing the person and 
removing all evidence of their existence. 
One of Winston’s jobs is to rewrite 
newspaper articles so that the names of 
vaporised people disappear from history. 

Orwell wrote the book in the 1940s, 
when 1984 was a year in the far future. 
The Communist regimes of Eastern Europe 
were young and had not yet put in place 
the level of surveillance* state that was to 
come. The technology in Orwell’s Oceania 
was pure science fi ction. 

These days, the technology is all around 
us. It’s no great surprise that many of 
the terms in Orwell’s book have entered 
our daily vocabulary (see “Orwell’s Words”). 
Many people believe that in a world of 
surveillance cameras and electronic 
passports, public information on the internet 
and anti‑terrorism laws where people can 
be arrested without trial, Orwell’s vision of 
the future could become a reality at any 
time. If it hasn’t done so already.
Joanna Coleman (UK)

TASK: ORWELL’S WORDS
Some of the terms that Orwell invented 
for 1984 have become part of our 
everyday language. 

First, see what they meant to 
the citizens of Oceania. Then look at 
the sentences taken from modern 
newspapers. Can you fit the correct 
Orwellian word into each gap? What 
do you think they mean? 

Big Brother
At one end of the hall was a coloured 
poster. It showed an enormous face, more 
than a metre wide: the face of a man about 
forty-five, with a heavy black moustache 
and ruggedly handsome features.
This is Big Brother, the leader of the Party. 
We never learn if he exists or not, but we 
learn that to live in Oceania you must love 
him.

Doublethink
In Oceania, it is not enough to show loyalty 
through your language and your actions. 
You also must be loyal in your thinking. 
Winston, for example, knows that 
the people he deletes from newspaper 

articles once existed. Yet to be loyal in 
his thinking, he must also know they 
didn’t. Doublethink is: To know and not 
not to know, to be conscious of complete 
truthfulness while telling carefully 
constructed lies.

Newspeak
It is not just people’s behaviour that must 
be controlled. Newspeak is an invented, 
simplified language which aims to reduce 
thought. Winston’s colleagues, who are 
writing Newspeak dictionaries, aim to 
get rid of all irrelevant words until all that 
is left is the bare minimum necessary to 
function and obey: In the end we shall make 
thoughtcrime impossible, because there 
will be no words in which to express it. 

Memory hole
In every room at the Ministry of Truth is 
a hole where any unauthorised document 
can be instantly made to disappear: 
It would be whirled away on a current 
of warm air to the enormous furnaces 
(= fires) which were hidden somewhere in 
the building.

GLOSSARY*
contradictory –	very	diff	erent	from	each	other	
(so	they	cannot	both	be	true)	

judgment –	opinion
torturer –	a	person	who	causes	great	physical	or	
mental	pain	to	somebody

surveillance –	careful	watching	of	a	person	or	
place,	especially	by	the	police	or	army

LANGUAGE POINT•
A	dystopia	is	a	nightmarish,	terrible	world	(or	
a	story	set	in	such	a	world).	It	comes	from	its	
opposite,	the	word	utopia,	which	was	invented	by	
a	16th-century	English	writer	describing	a	fi	cti	onal	
island	where	everybody	is	happy.	He	took	the	word	
from	the	Greek,	meaning	“nowhere”.

1 The term “attitude adjustment” was the very first example of ________________ 
by the junta. 

2 The result is a curious form of ________________ , where global warming is literally 
happening in backyards, while global warming is a hoax, a big lie.

3 Last week, the Boston Globe became the latest news outlet to ________________ one of 
its own pieces.

4 Americans realise ________________ is watching them online, but don’t know why.

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

Stranger than fiction: a British movie adaptation 
made in 1956 was secretly funded by the CIA. 
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When videos of people singing and playing music on their 

balconies appeared on the internet at the beginning of 

the quarantine, it gave us a great opportunity to remind ourselves 

how important a role creativity plays in our lives. In the critical 

situation of isolation, people relied on art as a way to share 

their feelings about what is going on in society and how it is 

aff ecting our lives. The eff ect of art on our everyday lives is often 

overlooked, but at that moment, it helped people communicate 

in a new situation. 01   . That brings us to one of 

the purposes of art, communication.

Global quarantine is a situation none of the present living 

generations has ever had to deal with.  02   . We still 

cannot fully understand how it will change society but while for 

many people it is a moment of loss, it is also a chance to make 

new discoveries.  03   . It is an opportunity to think about 

how much in our lives depends on ourselves or on being part of 

a community.

Music is a great example of how art aff ects our everyday lives. 

Making music may appear at fi rst to be a simple, almost physical 

activity but it can become a very private experience.  04   . 

People singing and playing music together spontaneously was 

common in the past. Being confronted with something as unusual 

as a global quarantine makes us re‑discover our need to be creative 

which makes this moment in our history so interesting.

Everyday Art
Read the article about creativity. 
Fill in gaps 01–07 with the correct sentence (A–J). 
There are three extra sentences that will not be used.

READING PART 1 7 points
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In the busy digital world we live in, spontaneity and 

real personal contact have become rare to find.  

05   . Isolation makes us look inward and 

think about ourselves but also makes us aware of 

the need to share our thoughts with others. This is 

how we re‑discover what the origin and at the same 

time purpose of being creative is – communication.  

06   .

Many people think of creativity only in terms of art but 

it is actually our ability to re‑invent ourselves in any 

situation in which old ideas don’t serve us anymore.  

07   . We benefit from our creativity every day 

which is independent from our interest in art. Creativity 

varies as much as people do and that is the reason why 

sometimes art is based on emotions while other times it 

challenges our intellect. It helps us every day and being 

open towards other people’s creative ideas is the best 

way to make use of ours.

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

B2
A) When this mental or spiritual experience is shared, it helps people 

gain a new point of view on each other. 

B) What makes it so particular is that in order to re-discover it, we 
needed to go through a lack of opportunities to share.

C) Art is a reflection of how constant this need of re-invention is. 

D) As soon as we start to miss this creative freedom, we realize its 
place in our lives.

E) Ignoring this side of our personality lowers the quality of our life.

F) With other people but also in terms of trying to get to know 
ourselves better. 

G) Expressing ourselves freely is essential for human nature.

H) The inability to freely deal with our time makes us reflect on its value. 

I) It enabled them to share their emotions and to release them.

J) It has a huge impact on the whole world, our thinking, approach 
towards life and our lifestyle.

B1
A) Not being able to fully decide about how to spend our time makes 

us think of its value.

B) Art shows us that this need for re-invention never ends.

C) That means everybody.

D) It made them able to show and share their emotions.

E) It was very important to have a chance to decide how to deal with 
such a situation.

F) It is interesting that in order to realize it, we had to experience 
a lack of human contact.

G) When this personal experience is shared, it helps people get to 
know each other better.

H) It was a time of huge changes.

I) It is changing the whole world, our thinking and way of life.

J) With other people but also with ourselves.

EXTRA ONLINE ACTIVITIES
No doubt you have heard of The Decameron. This collection of one hundred 
stories was written in the 14th century by Giovanni Boccaccio in a situation 
similar to ours - only way more difficult. Ten young people leave the city of 
Florence to escape plague (= mor) and to make their isolation more fun, every 
day each one of them tells a story.

How much do technologies affect our lives? James Monaco, an American film 
critic, made an interesting point in his book How to Read a Film. He put together 
photos of families from different eras: the 1920s, 1940s, 1960s and 1980s. 
The photos showed perfectly how technological advance can cause us to have 
less personal contact with each other than the previous generations had.

If you want to learn more about The Decameron or the Monaco’s study, scan 
the QR code and download extra sheets with more information and activities. 
It might come in handy during the speaking or writing part of the Maturita exam.



18 BRIDGE / May-June 2020

B2 Communication and its Forms (no. 17)
How do electronic devices and the internet influence 
the way we communicate?
Do you think online communication leads to repeating 
the same expressions and therefore to not developing 
your communication skills?
How does understanding a piece of art in English 
separate you from a person that doesn’t speak it?
Do you think a song can be a way to communicate?

B1 Free Time, Hobbies and Lifestyle (no. 7)
What is your favourite way of spending your free time?
Do you prefer activities you can do alone or do you 
enjoy company?
Do you have any outdoor hobbies?
How do you think your hobbies shape your personality?

The oral exam takes twenty minutes. 
Before it starts, you randomly choose your topics and then you have twenty minutes for preparation. 
The exam itself consists of three parts and each of them is about a different topic – they are written on the paper you choose.

SPEAKING

PART 1: VISUAL INPUT 5 minutes

PART 2: MAIN QUESTION 10 minutes

PART 3: SIMULATION 5 minutes

B1 Arts and Culture (no. 14) 
Look at the following pictures. What type of enjoying 
music do they represent? 
What are the differences between them?
What is more common for you? 

B2 Arts and Culture (no. 14) 
How can a particular situation influence a person’s 
enjoyment of an artistic experience?
Which situation is more satisfactory in your opinion?

B2 Science and technology (no. 21)
React to the following situation:
Online universities have become quite common. What 
do you think about them? Would you like to study at 
such a school? Can you imagine you would have to do all 
the exams, written and oral, online and the collective of 
schoolmates as we know it nowadays wouldn’t exist? 
Do you think it would affect your knowledge or the way 
you work with the information you learn at school?

B1 Human Relationships (no. 23)
React to the following situation: 
You are the only one from your group of friends who 
was born during summer holiday. All of your friends 
get a birthday party except you since in the summer, 
everybody’s routine is different. Do you care? If not, 
do you still enjoy throwing a party for somebody else? 
If you are bothered by being forgotten, how do you deal 
with the situation? Do you prepare a party for your 
friends yourself or do you just ignore the whole issue?

B1–B2 MATURITA
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B1 Is creativity connected only to art? 
How can having a creative attitude help you when 
studying for an exam, for example? 
What type of schooling is more effective – a creative 
one or a traditional one based on memorizing? 
How can having a creative hobby help you at school or 
at work?

TOPIC: What does it mean to be Creative
Often, creativity is seen as something we don’t need in everyday life. People who don’t give up on their creativity are 
sometimes judged as lazy or irresponsible. In reality, creativity is something that can be useful in any unexpected 
situation. When we are in touch with our creative self, we are not afraid to follow our ideas and by doing that, we can 
come to interesting results that, instead of merely fixing a problem, can turn it into an opportunity to find a new 
potential. Highly creative people often follow their own rules in life and even though communicative, spending time 
alone is important for them. Why do you think that is?

WRITING

Write a short essay on why you think we should all try to cultivate our creativity. Use the following points:

B2 How much do you think creativity is connected to 
isolation?
To what extent does a creative idea depend on society?
Does an artist need an audience?
Can extreme situations like isolation enhance our 
creativity?
In what way do uncomfortable situations inspire us?
Is pressure good or bad for creativity?

B1–B2 MATURITA
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AMERICA
Argentina is home to 45 million people 
and around 11,000 species of plants and 
animals, and its ecosystems range from 
subtropical to subarctic. You can find 
jaguars in the northern rainforests, condors 
in the mountains, giant anteaters in 
the grasslands and penguins in the south.

A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS
Before the Spanish explorers arrived in 
1502, what is now Argentina was populated 
by a variety of indigenous groups. 
The Spanish were not gentle with them: 
their descendants make up no more than 
2.6% of the population today. 

The country became a Spanish colony 
but declared independence in 1816, and in 
the 19th and early 20th centuries Argentina 
had a series of leaders who worked to 
establish the country’s economy by 
encouraging mass immigration, especially 
from Europe. It worked so well that in 1908, 

Argentina was the seventh‑wealthiest 
nation in the world (it is now 57th). Most 
modern Argentines• are descendants of 
immigrants from this time. 

The national language of the country is 
Spanish, so it might surprise you to learn that 
of the 96% of the population with a European 
background, more than half are Italian. There 
is also a community of settlers from Wales 
who still speak the Welsh language.

CALM AND DANGER
Argentina is a popular tourist destination today, 
but much of its history has alternated between  
periods of calm and periods of danger. 
This was due to a decades‑long struggle 
between a right‑wing military and a political 
movement called Peronism that blends* 
nationalism with pro‑working‑class policies. 

Peronism was created by Juan Domingo 
Perón, who along with his first wife Eva 
(the heroine of the musical Evita) was very 

popular with the working classes. Perón 
was elected prime minister in 1946 and 
1952, replaced by a dictatorship in 1955, 
then re‑elected in 1973. After his death, 
the struggle between the military and 
the Peronists led to a “dirty war”, when 
30,000 Argentines were “disappeared” by 
the military. Since then Argentina has tried 
to correct this terrible history, change its 
public image and make the country safe 
both for its citizens and visitors. 

THE COOL CAPITAL
My trip to Argentina was only long enough 
to explore the capital city of Buenos 
Aires. Approximately 15 million people 
live in the Buenos Aires area, and it is 
the fourth‑largest city in the Americas by 
population. To me, it felt like a collection of 
neighborhoods – every few blocks, I would 
enter a different neighborhood and it felt 
like I was in a different city. This meant that 
there was plenty to see during my four days 
in the center of the city. 

Although I had heard lots of stories about 
Buenos Aires as a lively city, I visited in June. 
This meant that it was the start of winter 

COLORFUL ARGENTINA
Stretching from its northern borders with Brazil, Paraguay 
and Bolivia to the southern tip of Cape San Pío, Argentina is 
the second‑largest country on the South American continent. 
It might be very far away, but the culture, lifestyle and attitudes 
make it feel similar to Europe, with a South American flair*.

EUROPE IN 

B1–B2 TRAVEL
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and the streets were pretty empty. Luckily, 
the main sights were open and probably 
less crowded than usual. I got to learn 
about Latin‑American art at the MALBA 
(Latin‑American Art Museum) and wander 
through the San Telmo antique market. I also 
made sure to eat a steak at a parrilla, or 
steakhouse, and go to a local flamenco show.

BUENOS HIGHLIGHTS
One of my favorite sights was the La 
Recoleta Cemetery. It has been called one of 
the most beautiful cemeteries in the world 
and is the resting place of many famous 

Argentines, including politicians, writers 
and Nobel Prize winners. There are very few 
green spaces, but rather rows and rows of 
mausoleums that almost create a small city. 
Many are decorated with statues and show 
different architectural styles. While it is 
a sad place, it was also very beautiful. 

My biggest adventure was going to visit 
El Caminito, a colorful street museum in 
the notoriously* dangerous neighborhood 
of La Boca. I decided to take the bus along 
the Matanza River, even though taxis 
and cars are more common in Buenos 
Aires. The bus left me a few blocks from 
the tourist area, so I walked cautiously until 
I saw the brightly painted buildings. While 
El Caminito felt like it was more for tourists 
than for locals, there were a lot of cute 
shops and local art to explore. 

NIGHTTIME WEDDING
Just as when I was in Guatemala, I went to 
an international wedding. This time, my 
friend and her husband blended Argentine, 
American and Catholic wedding traditions. 
Argentina has a late‑night culture and so 
the wedding did not start until 8:30pm. 
At this time, we met at the San Isidro 
Cathedral for a full, two‑hour mass that was 
conducted* in both Spanish and English. 

After the wedding, we went to 
the reception at a French‑style palace that 
was designed by an Argentine family in 1918. 
There, we had a large dinner of steak and 
other dishes at approximately midnight. 

The rest of the night was full of dancing and 
games that lasted until 6am. Even though 
this was not my normal evening schedule, 
it was worth adjusting my normal dinner 
and bedtimes for a truly international 
celebration. 

A BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
The wedding didn’t take place in Buenos 
Aires proper but in San Isidro, a suburb 
of the city where I stayed for three days. 
The night before the wedding we went to 
a bar recommended by one of the locals. 
The moment we arrived, I was surprised 
to recognize words like muž and žena on 
the bathroom doors, and pivo on the menu. 
It turned out that the bar was called Vasilly 
Zatec and was inspired by the Czech beer 
tradition. I was shocked! What were the odds* 
that I would find myself at such a place just 
outside of Buenos Aires?
Mariel Tavakoli (USA)

GLOSSARY*
flair [fleə(r)]	–	stylishness
to blend [blend]	–	to	mix
notoriously [nəʊˈtɔːriəsli]	–	in	a	way	that	is	famous	
for	something	bad

to conduct [kənˈdʌkt]	–	to	perform
what were the odds	[ɒdz]	–	how	probable	was	it

LANGUAGE POINT•
The	noun	and	adjective	for	a	person	or	thing	from	
Argentina	is	Argentine	or	(only	in	BrE)	Argentinian.

It felt like a collection 
of neighborhoods – 
every few blocks, 

I would enter a different 
neighborhood.

La Recoleta Cemetery is a magnificent 
city of the dead.

The busy streets of Buenos Aires, 
a city of 15 million people.

Argentine artist Benito Quinquela 
Martín painted El Caminito in the 1950s, 
creating a cultural icon that has kept its 
importance ever since.
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Don’t Tell Me What to Do
The idea of personal independence is very 
important in British culture. It’s clear in 
expressions like “An Englishman’s home is 
his castle.” It’s even one of the main things 
behind Brexit. 

This cultural characteristic is very 
important to understanding politeness 
in English. It is why in English the use of 
the imperative is very limited: we try not to 
sound like we’re telling the other person what 
to do (even when we are!). Even instructions 
are often phrased like questions, such as 
“Won’t you have a seat?” instead of “Sit down.”

Don’t Tell Me What to DoDon’t Tell Me What to Do
The idea of personal independence is very 
important in British culture. It’s clear in 
expressions like “An Englishman’s home is 
his castle.” It’s even one of the main things 
behind Brexit. 

This cultural characteristic is very 
important to understanding politeness 
in English. It is why in English the use of 
the imperative is very limited: we try not to 
sound like we’re telling the other person what 
to do (even when we are!). Even instructions 
are often phrased like questions, such as 
“Won’t you have a seat?” instead of “Sit down.”

“SORRY, 
COULD YOU 

JUST...”
Do you know how to be polite 
in English? You know to say 
“please” and “thank you”, of 
course. But although that is 
the first rule that we teach to 
children, among adults it’s not 
even close to being the most 
important part of politeness.  

Indirect Is Better
Any time you ask someone to 
do something for you, it costs 
them something, even if it is only 
a tiny bit of inconvenience*, like 
getting out of the way. Broadly 
speaking, the more inconvenient* 
your request, the less it should 
sound like an order. And that 
means being indirect*.

The second conditional is 
especially useful for this. You 
know it as a way of talking 
about unlikely things (“If I had 
a million dollars…”), but it’s also 
very, very frequently used for 
polite requests. “Would you 
mind if I borrowed this?” means 
“Can I borrow this, please?”, but 
is more polite, even though you 
don’t say “please”. 

BEING POLITE IN ENGLISH
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Don’t Be Inconvenient
This idea that being inconvenient is impolite 
is very strong. For example, you want to off er 
a guest a coff ee. “Would you like a coff ee?” 
you ask politely. If the other person says 
“yes”, then they are (indirectly) asking you to 
do something for them. It’s because of this 
that English speakers often say things like, 
“I’m just getting myself a coff ee; would you 
like one?” This promises the other person 
that they will not be rude if they say yes. 

Just Be Sorry
“Just” is another useful little tool. You 
probably know that it means “only” in 
contexts like “I have just one brother.” It’s 
also very commonly used in polite phrasing. 
You might hear requests like “Could you 
just open the window a bit?” or “Could I just 
squeeze past you…?”. In this context, its job 
is to promise the person you’re only asking 
for one little action.

It might surprise you that native English 
speakers say “sorry” more often than 
“please” when being polite. They often 
introduce a request with a quick “sorry” 
or “sorry, but…”. Of course, this is also 
combined with “indirect” language that 
does not sound like an order – so rather 
than saying, “Please pass me the ketchup”, 
a native speaker might say, “Sorry, could you 
just pass me the ketchup?” 

Don’t Be Too Formal
In many languages, formality is a key way 
of being polite. Even in formal contexts 
like business meetings, English speakers 
often try to establish a personal, informal 
connection very quickly (“Allow me to 
introduce Dr Franks.” – “Do call me Bill. So 
glad to meet you at last.”). Both people try 

to get to the same level of familiarity even if 
their status is diff erent. 

Using formal language can tell 
the other person that you don’t want to 
be on personal terms with them. This 
is occasionally appropriate (talking to 
the police, for example), but in many 
contexts it can seem rude. 

Show Interest
Imagine you meet someone in the street 
whom you haven’t seen in a long time, 
perhaps a former teacher. You might reach 
for one of the phrases from your textbooks, 
like “I am glad to see you.” or “I’m very 
pleased to meet you again.” 

If you do this, the other person might be 
a bit confused. These phrases would sound 
more suitable for distant colleagues at 
a conference. It’s polite to show enthusiasm 
and happiness. Your words should establish 
a connection (“I haven’t seen you for 
years!”) and show delight or interest (“Are 
you still teaching?”). 

Why This Matters
To English speakers, the lack of politeness 
isn’t neutral: if you’re not polite, it sounds 
like intentional rudeness. This is not just 
a problem for non‑native speakers, by 
the way; people on the autistic spectrum, 
for example, often get this wrong and end 
up being seen as aggressive and rude.  

When judging your politeness, native 
speakers consider how good you seem to 
be at English. The better you are, the more 
they expect. If you’ve understood this 
article, you are good enough at English to 
be properly polite. 
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

TASK
1 How many adjectives and nouns 

with negative prefixes can you find 
in the article? Which other negative 
prefixes do you know? Can you think 
of any words with them?

2 How many nouns created by the suffix 
-ness can you find in the article? Can 
you think of several more?

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

GLOSSARY*
inconvenience –	the	loss	of	comfort
inconvenient –	causing	problems	or	diffi		culti	es	
indirect –	not	saying	things	openly

EASY TIPS 
AND COMMON TRAPS

 • Great to meet you: Only use 
meet after the first face-to-face 
introduction. After that, use see. 

 • It’s so good to see you / Thank you so 
much: Use so instead of very to sound 
more personal and sincere.

 • How do you do?: Only for quite formal 
introductions, especially to a higher-
status person.

 • How are you (doing)? / How’s it going? 
Usually said without emphasis; 
the answer is formulaic (“Fine”, “Not 
bad”, etc.). 
– Use emphasis to show if you want 

a real answer (“How are you?”), but 
only do this if it would not be too 
personal for the relationship.

 • Thank you: Suitable for a significant 
favour, job, gift, etc. 

 • Thanks / Cheers: Suitable for a small 
favour. Can be rude if used for 
something big (a gift or an important 
job), but can be intensified to show 
more gratitude (“Thanks so much”).
– It is rude not to thank someone even 

for doing something they are obliged 
to do (stepping out of the way, for 
example). “Thanks” and “Cheers” 
are usually best for this, as stronger 
expressions can sound sarcastic.

 • You’re welcome / My pleasure: Suitable 
for a favour etc. that caused you 
significant effort or inconvenience. 

 • No problem / No probs / It’s nothing: 
Suitable for a favour etc. that caused 
you a little effort or inconvenience.
– If someone thanks you for a very 

small favour or for something you 
were obliged to do, and you say, 
“You’re welcome”, it sounds as 
though you think you were doing 
a lot for them – which is not polite.  

“I’m just getting 
myself a coffee; would 

you like one?”

“Could you just open 
the window a bit?”
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Charity Begins at Home
One of the fi rst and biggest online music 
events was the iHeart Living Room Concert 
for America, which featured a long list of 
music stars performing from their own 
homes. Highlights included Alicia Keys 
doing an amazing jazzy version of her hit 
“Underdog” and Billie Eilish singing “Bad 
Guy” from her mum’s sofa, with her brother 
Finneas on guitar. The British star Elton 
John was the virtual host, playing some 
of his biggest hits (on his son’s electronic 
keyboard, because he was stuck in the only 
one of his houses that doesn’t have a piano). 

Normally an event with so many stars 
would have to be planned months or years 
in advance. The Living Room Concert for 
America was pulled together in just a few days, 
and raised $8 million for coronavirus charities. 

Regular Concerts
Concert series are also proving to be popular. 
Global Citizen (an anti‑poverty campaign 
group) and the World Health Organisation 
set up the Together At Home virtual concert 

series “to encourage people to stay home 
and to help reduce the feelings of isolation 
and anxiety by bringing people together 
through music”. It has included a pretty 
varied selection of artists, featuring people 
from Coldplay frontman Chris Martin to 
Oscar‑winning songwriter John Legend and 
legendary rapper Common. 

MTV has launched Unplugged at Home, 
where artists perform two or three acoustic 
versions of their greatest hits and “discuss 
the meaning and inspiration behind each 
song from the comfort of their own homes”.  

A Wider Audience
It’s fun to feel that you’re in the living room 
with your favourite star. But for many artists 

it is more important than that. These days, 
very few artists make much money from 
selling their music. In the digital age, music 
is mostly pirated or streamed by services 
such as Spotify that pay very little to artists. 
As much as 90% of a musician’s income can 
come from gigging (= live performances).

Thanks to living‑room concerts musicians 
and fans can help each other through this 
diffi  cult period. But the audio and video quality 
of these concerts‑from‑home is usually 
pretty low. How long will that stay fun?

Some artists think that there’s a real 
opportunity here. When Seattle jazz 
saxophonist Sherik had to cancel the last 
three gigs of a tour, he and his band 
converted the recording studio in his garage 
into an online concert stage. “It’s very 
complicated if you want it high quality,” he 
explained. The band lost money on the fi rst 
gig because of the costs (it took 12 people 
24 hours to set the stage up), but ticket 
sales were more than double what they’d 
expect when touring. Sherik hopes that once 
the pandemic is over, his band can combine 
touring with streaming concerts, and maybe 
be able to spend more time at home with their 
families. Can a new form of entertainment 
be emerging from these diffi  cult times?

FROM 
MY HOME 
Are Livestreamed 
Concerts the Future?
With thousands of concerts and festivals cancelled all over 
the world, the coronavirus quarantine has been a miserable 
time to be a live music fan. It’s been an even worse time to 
be a musician whose income comes from live performances. 
Musicians have been exploring how to connect with fans 
online, including streaming concerts from home. Could these 
experiments lead to new ways of enjoying music?

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

Billie Eilish and Finneas play “Bad Guy” from 
the couch where it was written, exactly a year 
after its initial release.

“We love you. We’re in this together”: Camila 
Cabello and Shawn Mendes perform “My Oh My” 
at home in Miami.

TO 
YOURS
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it is more important than that. These days, 
very few artists make much money from 

Concerts the Future?
With thousands of concerts and festivals cancelled all over 
the world, the coronavirus quarantine has been a miserable 
time to be a live music fan. It’s been an even worse time to 
be a musician whose income comes from live performances. 
Musicians have been exploring how to connect with fans 
online, including streaming concerts from home. Could these 

TO 
YOURS



A TALE OF TWO ALBUMS
It was almost two years before Dua released her fi rst single, 
“New Love”. Her fourth single became her fi rst UK hit, while her 
fi fth got her onto the US Billboard chart. Her fi rst album, Dua 
Lipa, came out in 2017 and was a huge success.

Her new album started with an idea that she got while 
wandering around Las Vegas, for a kind of “retro record from 
the year 2050”. The phrase “future nostalgia” popped into her 
head. “I messaged my manager and said, I’ve got my album title, 
and I’m going to start working backwards from there.”

The album was released on March 27th and, instead of making 
public appearances, Dua threw herself into livestreaming and 
interacting with fans via social media. And the new album shot 
instantly to the top of the charts all over the world. 

“I considered delaying the launch because of the coronavirus, 
then thought: I made this record to get away from the anxieties 
and pressure of life, and I made it with so much love and I had so 
much fun making it,” said Dua Lipa. “So maybe the time to put it 
out (= release it) is now. Maybe now is the time we need music.”

Dua Lipa schooled us all in how to do a “Zoom gig”, with her whole 
band (including backup dancers!) taking part when she performed 
her song “Don’t Start Now” from her home.

TAKING OVER 
THE CHARTS
FROM QUARANTINE

DUA LIPA 
AND HER NEW 
ALBUM

The launch (= release) of an album 
usually comes with concert tours 
and interviews, things which 
have become impossible for 
now. No one would have been 
surprised if Dua Lipa’s new 
album, Future Nostalgia, had 
been postponed till after 
the coronavirus outbreak. 
Instead, Dua decided to 
release the album early as 
a gift for self‑isolating 
pop fans. 

WHO IS DUA LIPA?
Dua was born in London in 1995, the child of refugees. Her 
Bosnian mother and Kosovan father had escaped from war 
in Kosovo three years before she was born. Her given name, 
Dua, is the Albanian word for love; it was suggested by her 
grandmother. She grew up thinking of herself as both British 
and Kosovan, going to school with other British children and 
speaking Albanian at home.

When Dua was 11, her parents decided to return home to 
Pristina, the capital of Kosovo. But when she got there, she found 
she was far behind her new classmates in maths and science. 
She could speak Albanian but not read or write in it. She quickly 
grew to hate school.

CHILD SINGER 
Dua decided she wanted to sing. Aged just 14, she told her parents 
she would like to go back to London. She told them that she 
wanted to go to a good English university and would need to 
do her secondary‑school exams in English. In fact, she wanted to 
be a pop singer and thought that Kosovo was a bad place to start. 

Her parents agreed. She moved back to London aged 15, 
living with a family friend and going to school. She also took 
singing classes, blogged, modelled and worked in nightclubs and 
restaurants to earn money for recording sessions. Ben Mawson, 
Lana del Ray’s manager, heard Dua’s demo and off ered her 
a contract when she was 18 years old. 
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B1–B2 FILM TF Activities

Real Retro
Stranger Things (2016–present) is one of 
the biggest TV hits from the last few years. 
One of the things that makes the show 
special is its detailed recreation• of early 
1980s America. And that was the job of 
property master Lynda Reiss.

“I wanted it to be the ’80s,” Lynda told 
Wired magazine. “I didn’t want it to be what 
everyone just thinks is the ’80s. Our aim 
was the reality of the Midwest• in 1983.” 
To achieve the look, she studied photos 

from the time and looked at catalogues 
and magazines to fi nd out what things 
the locals could have bought. She then had 
to search for the things everywhere from 
professional props companies (who have 
huge collections of objects from every era) 
to eBay and local second‑hand shops.

She also had to think about what each 
person could have aff orded. Jonathan 
Byers, for example, is very serious about 
photography, but not rich. She needed to 
fi nd a camera that an enthusiastic teenage 
amateur might have got with money from 
his part‑time job – in this case, a Pentax ME, 
which was a good camera but a few years old 
by that point. Once she’d chosen the right 
model, she had to fi nd not just one, but 
several: the camera gets smashed (= broken), 
so she had to buy enough for several takes*. 

Some of the props used were modern 
replicas. After all, originals from 40 years ago 
tend to look 40 years old, and in the world of 
the show they should be new, or nearly new. 
Even with those, Lynda had to fi nd originals 
to work from. The Dungeons & Dragons 
books the boys play with, for example, were 
careful copies of an original set owned by 
one of the show’s art directors. For tins of 
chocolate pudding (not made any more) 
they put replica labels on tins of meat.

An Eye 
for Detail
THE ART OF PROPS

What makes a movie or TV show 
feel real? Few people are more 
important in bringing fiction to 
life than the art directors, set 
designers and property masters* 
who have the job of making 
everything look just right. Let’s 
take a look at how they made 
some of our favourite movies and 
shows look so good.

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

Stranger Things: Bringing the Midwest of 
the 1980s to life.

(UK)
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A Child’s 
History
As with Stranger Things, the movie 
JoJo Rabbit (2019) has a real historical 
setting – in this case, wartime Germany – 
and the production design team wanted 
everything to be right for the place and 
time. But they didn’t want it to look like 
“just” a war movie, either.

JoJo Rabbit is told through the eyes of 
a young child with a very active imagination, 
and the movie had to fi t the sense of 
a child looking at an adult world. It was also 
important that it didn’t feel too realistic. To 
get the right eff ect they fi lled JoJo’s world 
with beautiful furniture, pieces of art and so 
on that were right for the time (in fact, many 
were real pieces they found in the area), 
and then used just a bit more of them than 
was realistic. Everything was completely 
authentic, but just a bit too much. 

They also used warmer colours. Warm, 
bright colours were more common in 
the 1930s than most of us think (because 
we’re so used to seeing faded antiques and 
black‑and‑white photos), but the production 
designers made everything just a bit too 

warm, to give a sense that this is JoJo’s 
loving home. 

Production designer Ra Vincent 
explained in an interview with 
GoldDerby.com that visits to old, 
often unmodernised villages along 
the Czech‑German border directly inspired 
the designers. However, all the rooms of 

JoJo’s house were built in a studio and 
specifi cally designed to hold the props and 
furniture they wanted to use, and to give 
the movie the right feeling. “Building a set 
piece specifi c to the story means we can 
take ideas from all the other locations and 
just incorporate (= include) them into that 
particular place,” Vincent explained.

Future Perfect
Getting the look right for the big‑budget 
sci‑fi  movie Blade Runner 2049 (2017) 
involved a completely diff erent set of 
challenges. The fi lm makers had to imagine 
a future 30 years on from the original Blade 
Runner. As prop master Doug Harlocker 
explained in a Tested.com interview, this 
gave them some rules for how the world 
should feel. “It’s an analogue‑looking world. 
There are no iPads or iPhones.” 

Unlike in Stranger Things and JoJo 
Rabbit, most of the props for Blade Runner 
2049 were made specifi cally for the fi lm, 

though there were a few 
exceptions. “Occasionally you 
come across something and go, 
heh, that’s so cool.” One such 
item was an old Russian military 
radio, which Doug painted with 
Chinese lettering. 

For a sci‑fi  movie, there 
was a lot less CGI (= computer 
generated imagery) than 
you might expect: most of 
the props were real. Showing 
an eye scanner, Doug explained 
that only the screen was added in 
post‑production*. “It has mechanical parts, 
real electronics... But then it gets thrown 
around, so we needed to make another 
version for that, lighter and made with more 
rubber so we didn’t get a lot of broken props.” 

 Various knives feature in the fi lm. Again, 
there were at least two versions of every 
knife: one real and made by a professional 
knife maker, the other a perfect rubber 
copy. “For the close‑ups we wanted 
the knives to be clearly metal, clearly sharp. 
You want to see it, it has to glisten (= shine), 
it has to be metallic.” 

Because of current technology, it’s no 
longer possible to do the kind of cheap 
work that prop makers used to do. Video 
is extremely high defi nition and cinema 
screens are bigger than ever, so props 
these days have to look real in every detail. 
A single gun from the Blade Runner 2049 
set could be made of 40 diff erent parts. 
“We tried making them out of fewer parts 
but you could see that it wasn’t real... We 
can 3D print everything, we can do amazing 
paint work, but what really makes it look 
convincing is a bit of old aluminum here and 
there, real bolts, real screws.”

CULTURE POINT
The Midwest is the north-central 
region of the United States of America 
(North Dakota, Michigan, Ohio, Kansas 
and the states in between). Its 
geographically confusing name dates 
back to when European settlements 
were mostly in the northeast.

MOVIE GLOSSARY*
property master –	the	person	in	charge	of	all	
the	objects	used	in	a	fi	lm,	called	properti es or	props

take –	each	a�	empt	to	fi	lm	a	scene
in post-producti on 	–	a�	er	fi	lming	has	been	
completed	

LANGUAGE POINT•
Recreati on	has	two	diff	erent	meanings.	Pronounced	
[rekriˈeɪʃən],	it	means	a	leisure	acti	vity	or	hobby.	
Pronounced	[riːkriˈeɪʃən]	it	means	a	copy	of	something	
(i.e.	“re-creati	on”).

JoJo Rabbit surprises us with the richness of 1930s German style.  

The future has a dirty, brutalist look in Blade Runner 2049.
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CAN YOU BELIEVE
YOUR EYES?
We use our senses to help us navigate the world. We might 
not have the powerful noses of dogs or the sharp hearing of 
bats, but at least we can trust our senses to give us accurate 
information about the world around us. Or can we? It turns 
out our senses aren’t quite as honest as we would like. In 
fact, they lie to us all the time. Here are just a few examples.

EYES
A lot of what we see 

is just guesswork. Our eyes 
are simply not that good. For 
example, did you know that we 
can only focus on a tiny area at 
once? Everything outside of that 
focus area is just a blur1 fi lled in 
with guesses from our brains, 
so what we “see” is often full of 
mistakes. 

You might also have heard of 
your “blind spot”, the spot in your 
vision where you can’t see at all 
because it’s where your optic 
nerve connects. You usually don’t 
notice it, because your brain is 
pretty good at guessing what must 
be there, but you can prove to yourself that 
it exists with some optical illusions. 

What you might not know is that you’re 
completely blind for about 40 minutes 
every day. How is that possible? We don’t 
usually realize it, but humans don’t actually 
see movement very well. When things are 
moving, they get blurry, and too much blur 
leads to motion sickness2. To protect us 
from that, we become totally blind every 

time we move our eyes quickly. Don’t 
believe it? It’s easy to prove. Stand in front 
of a mirror and look at your left eye. Now, 
look at your right eye. Did you see your eyes 
move? No. In fact, for the time it took your 
eyes to move, you didn’t see anything: you 
were blind! This happens thousands of times 
per day. It only lasts about 50 milliseconds, 
but it is possible to miss quick things like 
fl ashes of light during these blind moments.

EARS
Our ears take in all the sound 

around us at the same time, but the average 
person doesn’t actually hear most of it. In 
fact, our brains throw away everything that 
doesn’t seem important at the moment. So 
when you go into a crowded cafe to meet 
a friend, your brain basically throws away 
almost everything that isn’t your friend’s 
story about how unfair their teachers are. 

A lot of crazy stuff  could be happening in 
the background, and you wouldn’t even 
notice. (In fact, all of your senses do this, 
not just your ears. Your brain just doesn’t 
care that much about anything you’re not 
focusing on at the moment.) 

If you think that’s a shame, well, it 
happens for a reason. There are people 
whose brains don’t ignore background noise. 

This is called auditory processing disorder 
and it’s most common among autistic people. 
Sounds like a superpower, right? Well, not 
so much. People with this disorder have 
problems understanding what they hear, 
because they can’t separate, for example, 
one person’s voice from the sounds of 
other people talking in the background. 
Maybe it’s OK for your ears to lie to you.

Megan LeBoeuf (USA)

The artist M. C. Escher delighted in confusing the eye 
with strange perspectives and impossible shapes.
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NOSE
Everyone has heard 

about “stinky4 cheese”. Sometimes 
expensive cheese seems to smell 
like unwashed feet. But does it 
really smell that bad?

Yes, it does. Even parmesan, 
a cheese that most people 
think smells good, smells 
like feet. It actually contains 
the same scent5 chemical 
as smelly feet. So why don’t 
we feel sick when we put 
delicious parmesan on our 
spaghetti? Our senses are lying 
to us. In this case, they see cheese and 
think “Oh, yummy cheese.” They expect 
it to smell tasty. When they see dirty 

socks, they expect 
a bad smell. To prove 
this, researchers did 
a test. People were 
blindfolded6 and given 
a scent sample. First, 
they were told it was 
a parmesan sample. 
They said it smelled 
good. Then they were 
given the exact same 
sample and told it was 

smelly socks. They said it 
smelled terrible.

But now that you know your spaghetti 
smells like feet, will you still enjoy it? 
Maybe it’s better not to think about it.

TONGUE
You’ve probably heard that 

your taste buds7 are aff ected by your 
sense of smell. In fact, they don’t sense 
very much at all, and smell does play 
a big part. But your nose isn’t alone. 
Your eyes also interfere8 with how 
something tastes. Again, researchers 
have tested this. They gave professional 
wine tasters two glasses of wine. One was 
red, and the other was white. The wine 
tasters tried each of them and described 
the fl avors. They were very diff erent, of 
course. Except they weren’t diff erent at 
all. The “red” wine was the exact same 
wine as the white one, it just had red food 

coloring in it. Similar tests have been 
done several times.

And it’s not just our eyes that decide 
how something will taste. In another test, 
professional wine tasters were given two 
glasses of red wine. They were told that 
one of them was cheap, and the other was 
expensive. After tasting, they again gave 
very diff erent descriptions of each, with 
the more expensive one getting a better 
rating. But once again, they were the exact 
same wine. This means that when we 
expect something to taste good or bad, 
it probably will. Remember that the next 
time you’re afraid to taste something new. 

What can we do?
So it’s clear that we can’t trust any of 
our senses. What should we do about 
it? Well... nothing. Our brains prioritize9 
important information and use shortcuts10 
to make the most of our limited abilities. 
It’s interesting to learn how our bodies 
and brains work, but most of these little 
white lies11 exist for a reason. 

SKIN
Yes, even our sense of touch lies to us. In this 

case, majority rules3. If two of our very sensitive fi ngers 
sense something, our brains can decide that all our fi ngers felt 
that same thing. This is easy to test: put two coins in the freezer 
for a bit and leave a third coin on the table. Then put them down 
with the warm coin between the cold ones. Touch the cold coins 
with your index and ring fi ngers. Your brain is now thinking, 
“Aha! Coins are cold.” Now touch the middle coin with your 
middle fi nger. It feels cold, even though it isn’t. 

VOCABULARY
1	 blur  [blɜː(r)]	–	rozmazaná	škvrna
2	 moti on sickness  [ˈməʊʃn	ˈsɪknəs]	–	kinetóza,	nevoľnosť	pri	
cestovaní

3	 majority rules  [məˈdʒɒrəti		ruːlz]	–	rozhoduje	väčšina
4	 sti nky  [ˈstɪŋki]	–	smradľavý
5	 scent  [sent]	–	pach,	pachový
6	 to blindfold sb  [ˈblaɪndfəʊld]	–	zakryť	niekomu	oči
7	 taste buds  [bʌdz]	–	chuťové	bunky
8	 to interfere  [ˌɪntəˈfɪə(r)]	–	zasahovať,	miešať	sa
9	 to prioriti ze  [praɪˈɒrətaɪz]	–	preferovať,	upredňostňovať
10	 shortcut  [ˈʃɔːtkʌt]	–	skratka
11	 white lie –	neškodná	lož

Yes, even our sense of touch lies to us. In this 
. If two of our very sensitive fi ngers 

sense something, our brains can decide that all our fi ngers felt 
that same thing. This is easy to test: put two coins in the freezer 
for a bit and leave a third coin on the table. Then put them down 
with the warm coin between the cold ones. Touch the cold coins 
with your index and ring fi ngers. Your brain is now thinking, 
“Aha! Coins are cold.” Now touch the middle coin with your 
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Many writers have had fun trying to fit a lot of meaning into just 
a few words, and in September we asked you to do the same. You 
sent us wonderful stories, from spine‑chilling horror to sharp‑eyed 
comedy. Choosing just five favourites was a difficult task. We’ve 
decided to award several other stories with honourable mentions 
and print them here as well. A big thank you to all of you who took 
part, and congratulations to our winners. We hope you’ll enjoy 
the stories as much as we did. 

Alza vouchers 

worth 
80 EUR

THE WINNERS
Each winner gets Alza vouchers 
worth 80 EUR.
Every winner’s teacher gets 
a voucher for the Bridge e-bookshop.

Barbora Mikanová 
Gymnázium Josefa Ressela, Chrudim
Teacher: Daniel Rop

A girl cooked soup for her family.
It wasn’t enough to feed everyone,
So she divided it among them
And gave them dessert spoons.
They all got fed
Up.

BRIDGE COMMENT
Until the very last word, we were expecting 
this to be a cutesy little fable about 
sharing – it wouldn’t have surprised us if 
the last line had been something about 
being filled with love. The real ending made 
us laugh out loud. It feels a lot more true to 
life than any cutesy fable, too.   

 VOUCHER FOR  THE BRIDGE  E-BOOKSHOP 

Sarah Straková
Gymnázium Ružomberok 
Teacher: Darina Matušovicová
Not while you’re under 15, not while you’re 
under 18, not while you live under my roof, 
not while you are my child.

BRIDGE COMMENT
This is like that illusion where you see 
a young girl one minute, an old woman 
the next. It is a story of restrictions, of 
promises of freedom that get broken again 
and again until there is only an emotional 
prison. But it’s also the story of desperate 
attempts to hold on to a child who is 
growing up. Brilliant.    

Eliška Synková
Dvořákovo gymnázium a Střední odborná 
škola ekonomická, Kralupy nad Vltavou
Teacher: Miroslava Faltejsková

Two people appeared in a glimpse of light.
“... works.”
“One mistake in a million. That still makes 

me a genius.”
“If you say so.”
“Look. This would have gone much 

quicker if you just stopped yapping.”
“All right, keep working. I’ll just explain to 

these people who are about to kill everyone 
that your ego got hurt and so...”

“It’s done.”
“Finally!”
“Why would I expect a word of 

gratitude...?”
“I’ll thank you when this actually...”
Two people disappeared in a glimpse of 

light.

BRIDGE COMMENT
Who are these people? Time travellers? 
Angels? Is this magic, or science? We love 
this accidental sight of powerful beings 
who are engineering reality but arguing like 
a couple of siblings. It’s funny – and a bit 
scary, too. What terrible thing is about to 
happen?
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Adéla Klára Palečková
Gymnázium J. K. Tyla, Hradec Králové
Teacher: Soňa Čapková

“May I see your ticket please?”
That single question resonated inside her 

head. 
Was she brave enough?
Was she ready?
Was it all worth it?
Looking around she saw a taxi pulling 

over outside the glass door and a tall fi gure 
rushing out, waving at her frantically. 

She closed her eyes and touched 
the fresh bruise on her arm, letting out 
a sigh of relief.

Her mind was fi nally made up. 
“May I see your ticket please?”
She opened her eyes and smiled. 
“Yes. Yes, you may.”

BRIDGE COMMENT
The opening question is simple, practical 
and neutral, so why does it carry so much 
emotional weight? What is going on? This 
tiny story is full of hints but no answers; 
each new detail raises new mysteries. It’s 
wonderfully intriguing. 

Veronika Vališová
Kubík English, Břeclav
Teacher: Břetislav Kubík

“No...”
It would have been hard to say where all 

this had started.
“Please... I’m begging you...”
They’d always been best friends. 

Inseparable.
“Don’t do this.”
Yet now they’re standing here, one of 

them so close to death.
“You know...” He took two steps towards 

his sister, “people make mistakes.”
She had tears streaming down her face. 

She stood at the very edge of the cliff , gun 
to her head.

“But they need to pay for them.”
She watched his fi nger pull the trigger 

and closed her eyes.

BRIDGE COMMENT
Veronika manages to get a lot of dramatic 
tension into just a few  lines, gradually 
revealing the characters and the situation. 
She sets up the twist in the ending perfectly 
and leaves us hungry to know more.  

HONOURABLE MENTIONS
Jakub Jirsák
Gymnázium Opatov, Praha

My son was crying all night. I went to his 
grave and I asked him to stop. It didn’t help.

Jolana Kampfová
Gymnázium Jiřího Gutha-Jarkovského, 
Praha

He gazed at her again – the beautiful 
blonde hair, gorgeous cerulean eyes, and 
the soft, taff y lips. He could spend days 
staring.

“Look how he’s watching you!” Lea 
nudged her friend. “He’s totally in love! 
And guess who with!”

“You think so?” May tilted her head.
“Go and talk to him! He isn’t that bad 

looking, maybe you should try a date!”
May stood up.
He watched, stunned with amazement, 

as the most beautiful girl in the world 
approached him. Oh, how he wished he 
looked like her…

Dana Hollá
Střední škola společného stravování 
Ostrava-Hrabůvka

My mother always taught me to forgive 
people for what they do. Now that she’s 
gone, I am trying to forgive my father for 
what he did.

Pavla Blahová
Gymnázium Nad Kavalírkou, Praha

I hate buying shirts. They never fi t me. It’s 
like I always said: the clothing industry 
just doesn’t care about people like me. 
I always have to go home and cut out 
the holes for the wings myself...

Johana Svobodová
Gymnázium Pierra de Coubertina, Tábor

Thirty degrees. Long sleeves. Are those 
tears?

Natálie Cintulová
Gymnázium Jana Blahoslava a Střední 
pedagogická škola, Přerov

I woke up some time ago and it’s still so 
dark. I wish I could stretch my arms or 
move my legs. I know there are people 
outside – I can hear them. I don’t think 
that they can hear me, though. If I had 
known it would be like this, I would’ve 
asked to be cremated instead.

Marek Hoza
Obchodní akademie, Střední odborná 
škola a Jazyková škola, Hradec Králové

“I see.”
“The meadow’s quite beautiful. Can 

you see it, Father?” she asked him.
“I can, my beloved,” he replied again.
“The animals, plants and waterfalls. 

Can you hear the birds singing, Father, 
and the air whispering?”

“Yes, beloved. Stunning.”
“Look here!” she said and guided his 

hand to the foreground of her painting. 
“There we are!”

He felt the painting’s rough surface 
and smiled through tears. His cane rested 
next to him.

“I see.”

Klára Lieblová
Gymnázium Jiřího Gutha-Jarkovského, 
Praha

A crosswalk.
Like a crosswalk. That’s how I feel. 

Being the middle child has never been 
easy. Never being the praised one, and 
never being the pampered one. 

Just like a crosswalk between two 
pavements.

Michael Baraník
Gymnázium a Střední odborná škola, 
Jilemnice 

It is hard, sometimes, to love someone 
who is destroying your home. That’s why 
I can’t love myself.

Gymnázium Pierra de Coubertina, Tábor

She watched his fi nger pull the trigger 

Thirty degrees. Long sleeves. Are those 
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A BIZARRE CRIME 
OF CONSCIENCE

In 1961, a famous Goya painting of the Duke 
of Wellington was stolen from the National 
Gallery. At fi rst the police thought the crime 
had been carried out by a clever gang, and 
the identity of the thieves became such 
a popular question that the painting even 
appeared in the fi rst James Bond fi lm 
Dr No. In the fi lm, the famous agent 007 is 
taken into his enemy’s living room, where 
he sees the Goya hanging on the wall and 
says, “So there it is!” Of course, it was just 
a copy made for the fi lm. In fact, it turned 
out that the man responsible for stealing 
the painting was a retired bus driver, 
Kempton Bunton, who kept the stolen 
painting in a locked cupboard in his cellar 
for fi ve years before deciding to give it back 
to the nation.

Bunton was far from being a career 
criminal. He had never stolen anything 
before in his life. Instead, he was quite 
well known (and often admired) as a very 
politically active citizen – especially on 
the issue of the TV licence. In the UK, 
everyone who owns a TV must pay 
the government for a licence, which is used 
to fund the BBC. Bunton wanted old‑age 
pensioners to get their licences for free, 
but the government said that there was no 
money available.

It was during this time that a rich American 
bought the Goya painting of the Duke 
of Wellington from the National Gallery, 
intending to take it back to the US for his 
private collection. The British government 
said that it was a national treasure and 
paid £140,000 to keep the painting in 
the country. Bunton was enraged at this 
because he wanted the money to go to 
pensioners’ TV licences instead.

Bunton was fascinated by the publicity 
around the attempt to keep the Goya 
painting in Britain. He was a lorry driver 

at the time, and during one of his trips to 
London he went to the National Gallery 
and had a long friendly conversation 
with the guards in front of the painting. 
They talked about the security protecting 
the artwork. The guards said that it was 
impossible for even the bravest criminals to 
get near the painting, but also accidentally 
shared the information that everything was 
automatically switched off  very early every 
morning so the cleaners could do their job.

This got Kempton “Robin Hood” Bunton 
thinking. He later told detectives of his 
adventure: “I am sure that the guards were 
playing cards. I got in at 8am using a ladder 
left by the builders. I climbed in through 
a toilet window I’d left open on the previous 
day. When I grabbed the picture, 
the security systems remained quiet, so 
I just waited till the museum opened and 
then walked away from the building with 
the Goya under my arm. The government 
did not allow free television for pensioners 
and paid for the painting instead. That is 
why I took the painting.”

Surprisingly, as he actually returned 
the painting, the court did not fi nd him 
guilty of the theft. 

Kempton 
Bunton

B1 EXTRA LANGUAGE PRACTICE

TASK
Read the article about a strange crime. 
For questions 1–5, choose 
the best of answers A–D, based on 
the information in the text.
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1 What did you learn from 
the 1st paragraph?
A The film made the thief famous.
B The crime was solved by 

the police.
C The Goya portrait was included 

in a film.
D The stolen picture was hanging 

on the wall of a living room.

2 What does the author say 
about Kempton Bunton in 
the 2nd paragraph?
A He was an unknown man.
B He was an experienced thief.
C He was a government supporter.
D He was interested in social 

problems.

3 How could you best 
replace the word “enraged” 
in the 3rd paragraph?
A angry 
B excited
C nervous
D satisfied 

4 What did the guards do during 
Bunton’s first visit to 
the National Gallery?
A They turned the alarm off.
B They mentioned secret 

information.
C They showed Bunton round 

the paintings.
D They explained to Bunton how to 

operate the alarm.

5 How did Bunton manage to take 
the painting?
A He used his own ladder to get in.
B He hid the painting in the toilets.
C He made good friends with 

the guards.
D He took advantage of 

a switched-off alarm.

Solutions on the CD, in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS
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In 2007, two young men from San Francisco, 

Brian Chesky and Joe Gebbia, were having 

1 _________________ paying their rent. They 

heard there was a design conference 

coming up and the city’s hotels were fully 

booked. They made a 2 _________________ : 

they would buy three airbeds* and 

rent them out on their living‑room 

floor to make some money. They would 

also cook breakfast for their guests. 

The 3 _________________ day they created 

a website, airbedandbreakfast.com, and six 

days later their first three guests arrived: 

an Indian man, a woman from Boston and 

a man from Utah. The guests paid $80 

a night each, even though the airbeds were 

hardly 4 _________________ .

This 5 _________________ success gave 

Chesky and Gebbia an idea. Other people 

would surely like to make an extra bit of 

cash from renting out their spare rooms 

as 6 _________________ . Why not turn their 

site into a service connecting travellers 

with homeowners? They settled on 

GLOSSARY*
airbed –	an	air-filled	rubber	bed
listing –	a	small	advert	offering	something	for	sale

Solutions on 
the CD, in the TF 
and next month on 
the Bridge website

S

1 DIFFICULT

2 DECIDE

3 FOLLOW

4 COMFORT
5 EXPECT

6 ACCOMMODATE

Need a Bed 
for the Night? 

a fee of 15% of the cost of the booking. 

A computer 7 _________________ friend, 

Nathan Blecharcyzk, developed the website. 

They launched in Denver in summer 2008, 

two weeks before Barack Obama’s visit 

for the US 8 _________________ election 

campaign, when 80,000 people were 

expected to come. Within a week they got 

800 listings*. 

9 _________________ , in 2012, and with 

more than 10 million listings on their 

site, Chesky and Gebbia were still renting 

the same flat. At the time, Chesky said that 

he didn’t like owning things.

Today, Airbnb is worth billions of dollars. 

You can rent simple 10 _________________ 

rooms as well as a castle, a boat, 

a tree‑house and even an island in Fiji – all 

because two guys didn’t have money to pay 

their rent.

TASK
Read the article about an unlikely success story. 
Change the word given in capitals at the end of 
the line to complete the text.

7 PROGRAM

8 PRESIDENT

9 BELIEVE

10 AFFORD

B1 EXTRA LANGUAGE PRACTICE



Which caption do you think truly describes the picture?

1 Over the tundra in northern Siberia, lightning sometimes 
turns storm clouds a brilliant blue, like a special effect at a Pink 
Floyd concert. This is due to the methane released by melting 
permafrost.

2 A volcano in Indonesia is remarkable because its lava flows are not 
red, but blue. Kawah Ijen is one of the world’s main sources of sulphur. 
Sulphur is bright yellow, but sulphuric gas burns with a blue flame.

3 You wouldn’t expect to find this at the bottom of the ocean; 
it even astonished the scientists who found it earlier this year. 
The effect is caused by bioluminescent* organisms living at 
a hydrothermal vent*.

GLOSSARY*
bioluminescent –	shining	due	to	biochemical	reacti	ons
hydrothermal vent –	a	deep	crack		from	which	geothermally	heated	water	rushes	out

Solution on the CD, in 
the TF and next month 
on the Bridge website

S | Last month’s solution: the tail of a moth 
caterpillar which mimics snakes as a defence 
mechanism

IT’S SAID THAT A PICTURE IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS. 
BUT SOMETIMES THEY’RE PROBABLY IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE. 

STRANGE WORLD

Bilal: Mr. Whitman! It’s such a pleasure to 
see you again. 

Whitman: And you, detective Bilal. It’s been 
too long. It was very kind of you to invite 
me down to the station for a chat.

Bilal: I don’t suppose you’d like to tell me 
where the stolen jewels are?

Whitman: Oh, but detective, how could 
I know where they are unless I stole 
them? Surely you don’t expect me to 
confess to a crime right in the middle of 
the police station.

Bilal: I wouldn’t dream of it. But it would be 
very helpful if you could describe your 
day to me, if it’s not too much trouble.

Whitman: Certainly, detective. I’m afraid 
it’s rather boring, though. I hate to waste 
your time. 

Bilal: Not at all, Mr. Whitman. I’m sure it will 
be fascinating.

Whitman: Very well, then. I got up early, 
had my usual tea and toast, then went 
out for a walk. I like a bit of exercise in 
the morning. Then I had some errands* to 
run. I picked up a package, then stopped 
by the butcher and the greengrocer. After 
stopping at home, I was on my way to 
meet a friend for lunch when I received 

your call to come in for this lovely 
chat. And that’s all, I’m afraid.

Bilal: I see. Well, you’re probably 
aware that some of my colleagues 
have already visited your home, and 
they’re certain that the stolen jewels 
aren’t there.

Whitman: Of course not! What kind of fool 
would have stolen property in their own 
home?

Bilal: And you are no fool, Mr. Whitman. Oh, 
how rude of me – I haven’t off ered you 
anything. Would you care for a coff ee?

Whitman: I wouldn’t want to be any trouble.
Bilal: Not at all. I’m getting one for myself. 

I’ll just get you one as well. Cream? Sugar?
Whitman: Just sugar, please.
Bilal: No cream? Are you lactose 

intolerant*? 
Whitman: No, it’s not that. I’m vegan. 
Bilal: Ah, of course. Well, here is your coff ee, 

then. 
Whitman: Thank you. Actually, as much as 

I always enjoy our conversations, I can’t 
stay much longer, I’m afraid. I still have 
that friend to meet for lunch. 

Bilal: I don’t think we’ll need to keep you 
much longer. Where are you meeting your 

friend? We can send them a message so 
they don’t worry.

Whitman: That’s not necessary, thank you. 
I’ll just give them a call when we’re done.

Bilal: As you wish. Could I ask you to just 
wait here for another few minutes?

Whitman: Of course, detective. I’ll enjoy my 
coff ee.

Detective Bilal makes a phone call to an 
offi  cer out in the city and tells them where 
to fi nd the stolen jewels. Ten minutes later, 
Samuel Whitman is arrested. Assuming 
everything Mr. Whitman said was true, 
where were the jewels?

A FEW QUESTIONS
Gentleman thief Samuel Whitman is at the police station being questioned 
by detective Fatima Bilal. She knows he stole some valuable jewels this 
morning, but she has no evidence. She needs to find out where he hid them, 
or the police will have to let him go – again! To get the information she needs, 
she’s going to have a polite conversation with Mr. Whitman.

GLOSSARY*
errand –	a	short	journey	to	do	some	task
lactose intolerant –	unable	to	easily	digest	lactose	
(a	type	of	sugar	found	in	milk)
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A comic by Kateřina Zapletalová, 
a winner of last year’s student competition.


