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So You Think You Know

Thanksgiving?
You’ve certainly learned about
Thanksgiving before. Probably many
times. Probably every November since
you started learning English. Surely you
know everything there is by now. Right?
Well, let’s see if you can separate fact
from fiction.
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

True or False?

Decide if the following sentences are true or false, then read
the texts to work out the correct answers.
1 Americans have been celebrating Thanksgiving Day for
exactly 400 years.
2 Some people hold Unthanksgiving Day instead of
Thanksgiving.
3 Many Americans celebrate Thanksgiving by feasting on
deep‑fried turkey.
4 The big shopping day after Thanksgiving is called Black Friday
because it’s when many shops go “into the black”, meaning
they start making profit for the year.
5 Thanksgiving is a more important family holiday than
Christmas.
6 The symbolic presidential pardon of the White House turkey
began as a joke.
7 Abraham Lincoln organised the first Thanksgiving football
game in 1863.

O

n Thanksgiving Day, Americans remember how, in 1621,
the English settlers feasted with the local Wampanoag
tribe, who had helped them to survive their first year.
Many Native Americans remember a different history, though.
Just 15 years after that famous feast, several Native American
tribes got involved in a conflict between Dutch and English
settlers (including the same settlers who had feasted with
the Wampanoag in 1621). The English destroyed a whole tribe,
the Pequot, killing around 700 people and selling hundreds
more as slaves. Their leader announced another Thanksgiving
feast, this time to celebrate “the bloody victory, thanking God
that the battle had been won”. So it’s no wonder some people
prefer to hold Unthanksgiving Day instead of Thanksgiving,
remembering the Native Americans’ fight to survive after
the arrival of Europeans.

I

t’s most traditional to roast your Thanksgiving
turkey, but quite a lot of people have been
deep‑frying them instead since at least the 1930s.
The deep-fried turkey was invented in the Southern
states, but it spread across the country in the 1970s,
’80s and ’90s thanks to being featured on TV cooking
shows. Deep-frying leads to a very unhealthy, fatty
meal. If it’s done badly (which it often is) there’s
a risk of food poisoning. There’s also another danger:
every Thanksgiving, the emergency services have to
deal with thousands of fires caused by deep‑frying
disasters. But who cares? If everything goes wrong,
you can always put the video on YouTube.
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T

his year marks the 400th anniversary of an occasion that
many Americans think of as “the first Thanksgiving”,
when the mainly English Christians who had settled
in New England held a three-day feast to thank God for their
first successful harvest in 1621. In reality, such celebrations
were nothing new. Having celebratory feasts to thank God for
everything from harvests to military victories was quite common
in lots of Christian communities, but they were local events and
could take place at any time. The first national Thanksgiving
holiday wasn’t held until Washington announced it in 1789, and it
celebrated victory over the British, not the 1621 feast. Even then,
it was a one-off special occasion; Thanksgiving didn’t become an
annual national holiday until 1863.

P
I

n the US, most people only get ten days of paid holiday each
year (and many don’t even get that). Christmas can fall on any
day of the week, and only December 25th is a public holiday, so
if you want to visit family across the country, you need to use your
vacation days. Thanksgiving is always on a Thursday, so if you
take just one day off work, you get a four‑day weekend. Thanks
mainly to this, Thanksgiving has become the biggest day of
the year for extended family. About 50 million Americans travel
to join the family Thanksgiving get-together.

resident Lincoln made Thanksgiving an annual national
holiday in 1863, but he had nothing to do with the football
games that started up six years later. The first official
Thanksgiving football game, strangely, was between two
cricket clubs – but the idea caught on very quickly, and within
a few years there were Thanksgiving football games all over
the country. The reason was very simple: it was a public holiday,
so none of the players or fans had to go to work. The football
games made a big difference to the popularity of the holiday.
Because the new Thanksgiving Day was connected with Lincoln
(who led the northern side in the American civil war), many
whites from the southern US at first refused to celebrate it.
The football games helped make Thanksgiving the favourite
holiday that it is today.

E

very year since 1947 the US president has
been given a live turkey (or two) in a ceremony
called the National Thanksgiving Turkey
Presentation. Until the 1970s, most of these turkeys
were eaten. Later, they were sent to live on a farm
instead, but there was no special announcement or
big fuss about it. Then, in 1987, President Reagan
was caught in the middle of a big political scandal
along with a man called Oliver North. At the Turkey
Presentation, Reagan was asked if he was going
to pardon North, and he joked that he’d pardon
the turkey instead. After that, the turkey pardon
became a tradition. It doesn’t mean the president
eats only tofurkey (= vegan “turkey” made from
tofu) at Thanksgiving – it just means he doesn’t have
a formal introduction to his dinner first.

T

hanksgiving is always on
a Thursday, so people often take
the Friday off work to have a long
weekend with family. It’s also not long
before Christmas. Shop owners realised
it could be a great day for making big
profits, so they started offering really
big discounts and a new tradition was
born. It wasn’t shopkeepers that made
up the name, though. The day quickly
became connected with huge crowds,
busy streets, awful traffic and even
fights between shoppers. It certainly
wasn’t a holiday for local police, who had
to work extra hours – and those unhappy
cops gave it the name Black Friday.

S

Solutions on the CD, in the TF and
next month on the Bridge website
Bridge / November 2021

5

