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What do the 
pictures show?Task 1

Read the back of the 
card and present five 
new facts about the city.

Task 3

Discussion

Have you been to London? If you 
have, did you like it?

What did you see?

If not, would you like to go? Why? 
What would you like to see?

What adjectives can you use to 
describe the city?

How does London compare to the 
capital city of your country?

Do you know any festivals or events 
that take place there?

How are these words 
connected with London?

Task 2

A The Thames

B The tube

C The London Eye

D 10 Downing Street

E Buckingham Palace



Location: south-east of England, on the River 
Thames

Population: around 9 million people. Its 
inhabitants come from all over the UK, the former 
British Empire and the world. Over 300 different 
languages are spoken in London.

HistoRy

London was founded by the Romans in the 
1st century. It became their capital city and they 
called it Londinium. The city was abandoned when 
the Roman Empire fell in the 5th century.

The West Saxon King Alfred then “refounded” the 
city inside the old Roman walls. By the 11th century 
it was the biggest city in England. After the 
Norman invasion in 1066, William the Conqueror 
became king and built the Tower of London.

The city continued to get bigger and bigger. 
In the 16th century London became the most 
important North Sea port and Britain started to 
become a major sea power. The 17th century saw 
some major disasters, with the Great Plague in 
1665–1666 and the Great Fire of London in 1666. 
It took ten years to rebuild the city.

However, by the early 19th century it was the 
biggest city in the world and the capital of the 
British Empire. London was heavily bombed in the 
Second World War and many parts of the city were 
destroyed.

After the war, London got a reputation as a young, 
cool city full of music, fashion and art that has 
continued ever since. The Olympic Games were 
held there in 2012 and London remains one of the 
world’s most important cities.

FAmous PLACEs

Buckingham Palace is the home of the British 
royal family. London is also home to the Houses of 
Parliament in the Palace of Westminster where the 
government works. The Tower of London is where 

the Crown Jewels are kept and it is home to the 
famous ravens. London also contains a number 
of beautiful royal parks including Hyde Park, 
St James’s Park and Regent’s Park. Tower Bridge 
is one of the most iconic bridges in the world. 
The West End is home to London’s most famous 
theatres and contains Soho, London’s main 
entertainment district. The giant ferris wheel 
known as the London Eye is one of the biggest 
tourist attractions, as well as the Elizabeth Tower 
(commonly called Big Ben), St Paul’s Cathedral and 
Westminster Abbey, where English queens and 
kings are crowned.

tRAnsPoRt

The London Underground was the world’s first 
underground railway system when it opened in 
1863. Today the Tube has 11 different lines that 
carry around five million passengers every day. 
There is also an overground train network and, of 
course, London’s world-famous red double-decker 
buses. Just as iconic are the city’s black taxis. You 
will also see plenty of bikes on London’s streets.

EvEnts AnD tHings to Do

There is always something happening in London. 
Some of the bigger events include the Notting 
Hill Carnival, Europe’s biggest street party and 
celebration of Caribbean culture, Wimbledon, 
a prestigious tennis tournament, London Fashion 
Week, the Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race and 
Trooping the Colour, the annual celebration of the 
Queen’s birthday by the armed forces.
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soLutions
task 1: 1 Trafalgar Square, 2 The Tower of London, 3 The Shard 
and Tower Bridge, 4 The Notting Hill Carnival;
task 2: A the river in London, B London’s underground 
system, C observation wheel in London, D the office of the 
Prime Minister, E the London home of the British royal family


