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What things do you associate 

with New York City?

Would you like to visit it? 

Why / Why not?

What would you like to see?

What adjectives can you use to 

describe the city?

How does New York City compare 

to the capital city of your 

country?

How are these 

words connected 

with New York City?Task 2

A The Hudson

B Wall Street

C The Yankees

D Yellow cab

E Broadway

Read the back 

of the card and 

present five new 

facts about the city.
Task 3

What do the pictures 

show? What do you 

know about them?
Task 1
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Though curling comes from Scotland, it has become 
quite popular in the United States. Read about 
winter sports in the US and UK in our article.28

KEY TO ICONS

Listening on CD

Extra materials in the Teachers’ File (TF)

What’s
Inside

You don't get to see much of the face of Pedro 
Pascal who plays the Mandalorian, as Mandalorians 
should never remove their helmets in public.26

dear  readers ,
Happy New Year! Gate is back with 
a double issue to get 2021 off to a good 
start and give you lots to read until the 
spring. February is Valentine’s Day in many 
English-speaking countries, a day when we 
celebrate love and relationships. And there 
is no greater love story than Romeo and 
Juliet, a tale that has been around for more 
than 400 years and is just as popular as it 
has ever been. We have a comic adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s masterpiece for you, 
so you can see what it is all about. But 
romantic relationships are certainly not the 
only kind. Our relationships with our friends 
are also some of the most important in our 
lives. And that is true not only for people, 
but for some animals too. We take a look 
at some interesting animal cooperation. 
How can a frog and a tarantula be friends? 
You’ll soon find out. And another important 
relationship is actually your relationship 
with yourself. Our feature article in this 
issue looks at loneliness and how it can 
affect our health and what we can do 
when we are feeling lonely. We also visit 
the beautiful island of Madeira, take a trip 
to Philadelphia and try out some typical 
British restaurants. And loads more!

Happy reading!

Your Gate Team

Congratulations to the winners from
the October and November issues!
Brain Training October: Magdaléna 
Černohorská, Vladimír Kryštof, Jasmína Zlonická,
November Puzzle: Jarmila Hečková, Márk Mits, 
Adéla Pavelková

4 Psychology 
An Epidemic of Loneliness

6 Literature 
Shakespeare’s Famous Lovers

7 Literature 
Romeo and Juliet (How They Met)

10 Interview 
Czech, Please! Interview with Gavin Roy

12 Where I’m From 
Gate Writers and Their Home Towns: 
Philadelphia

14 Profile 
The Magical Career of Anya Taylor‑Joy

16 Music / Trend 
Stream On!

18 Food / English-Speaking Countries 
A Bite to Eat: Eating Out in England

20 Animals 
Animal Friends

22 Travel 
Madeira – The Island of All‑Year Spring

24 Language / Grammar 
Grammar Trouble: Prepositions of 
Place: In, On, At

26 Television 
The Mandalorian – Sci‑Fi Cowboys 
in Space

27 Puzzle 
Brain Training – Who Stole the Cookie 
from the Cookie Jar?

28 Sport 
Out in the Cold: Winter Sports in the 
US and the UK

30 Test 
LanguageCert A2
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Recently we have all had to get used to doing things alone because of

the pandemic and social distancing1. Many places we used to go with

our friends and family are closed and even things like school and work

now take place online. But even

before Covid-19, the situation

wasn’t all that great. In fact,

we are lonelier than we’ve

ever been before.

LIAM PEACH (UK)

B1 PSYChOlOgY Activitiestf

An Epidemic of 
l o n e l i n e s s

or
Lonely  Alone?

It is important to say that loneliness and 

being alone are not the same. Many people 

enjoy spending time on their own and this 

is perfectly healthy – more introverted 

people especially need time away from 

others. But loneliness is a different thing. 

This is the feeling of being unhappy 

because you don’t have the social contact 

you would like. Scientists speak about 

objective (= faktický, objektivní) loneliness 

(physically being away from people) and 

subjective (= osobní, subjektivní) loneliness 

(feeling alone and unhappy). We can 

experience subjective loneliness even when 

we are around other people.

Feeling lonely certainly can have a bad 

effect on your mental health, but you might 

be surprised to know that it can affect2 

your physical health too. Lots of studies 

have shown that people who are lonely live 

shorter lives than those with a good social 

support network3.. In fact, the health risks

of being lonely are said to be about the

same as smoking 15 cigarettes a day.

Other studies have shown that being

isolated from other people can be as bad

for your health as obesity, high blood

pressure4 or heart disease.

On the other hand, being around people 

can have a positive effect on your health. 

Women with breast cancer5 are four 

times more likely to survive6 if they have 

an active, face-to-face social network. 

Humans are social7 animals, and interacting 

with other people is a basic need. Scientists 

at Massachusetts Institute of Technology  

have found that feelings of loneliness cause 

the brain to react in a very similar way as 

when you are hungry. Just like hunger tells 

us we need to eat, loneliness tells us to 

reach out8 to other people.

lonely
and

 hungry?
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1 social distancing  [səʊʃl ˈdɪstənsɪŋ] – 
udržování společenského odstupu

2 to affect  [əˈfekt] – ovlivnit
3 social support network 

 [səʊʃl səˈpɔːt ˈnetwɜːk] – síť sociální podpory
4 high blood pressure  [haɪ ˈblʌd preʃə(r)] – 

vysoký krevní tlak
5 breast cancer  [brest ˈkænsə(r)] – rakovina prsu
6 to survive  [səˈvaɪv] – přežít
7 social  [ˈsəʊʃl] – společenský
8 to reach out  [riːtʃ ˈaʊt] – kontaktovat
9 feed  [fiːd] – zeď s příspěvky
10 peer  [pɪə(r)] – vrstevník
11 lifeline  [ˈlaɪflaɪn] – životně důležité spojení
12 to scroll  [skrəʊl] – rolovat, skrolovat
13 occasionally  [əˈkeɪʒnəli] – příležitostně
14 well-being  [ˈwel biːɪŋ] – pocit pohody
15 to give sb a boost  [buːst] – povzbudit někoho
16 passionate  [ˈpæʃənət] – vášnivý
17 like-minded  [laɪk ˈmaɪndɪd] – stejně smýšlející
18 low self-esteem  [ləʊ self ɪˈstiːm] – 

nízké sebevědomí

Vocabulary

FOMO – fear of missing out
warts and all – showing everything, including 
the negative things (wart = bradavice)

Glossary

Can we really be so lonely when we are so connected? Thanks to the internet and 

social networks, we can be in touch with other people more than ever before. But 

studies show that the more people use social media, the lonelier they actually feel. 

It doesn’t help that most social media posts show an ideal version of reality. How 

many photos do you have to take to get the perfect one for Instagram?

But we still compare our normal lives to the more exciting and fun images we see 

on our feeds9. This can leave us feeling down and like we are missing out on all the 

amazing things others are doing. FOMO* is real. We know social media sites don’t 

show the real world, yet it is still hard not to be affected by what we see. When we 

meet our friends in the real 

world, we see them warts and 

all*. It’s important to know your 

peers10 are not all perfect.

There are lots of things we can do to feel more connected to others. Even 
just trying to make more eye contact with people can give us a boost15.

If you are passionate16 about something, join a local club. It can be 
a wonderful feeling to share the things you love with other like-minded17 
people. And if your passion involves exercise, all the better. Doing 
physical activity doesn’t only help our bodies, but can help with low self-
esteem18 and stress too. Playing a team sport is also a great way to make 
new friends.

Helping other people also has psychological benefits and by working 
with a charity you can make a real change to other people’s lives. Even 
small acts of kindness can have a big effect on your mood (as well as the 
person you help).

But most importantly of all, remember that feeling lonely sometimes is 
absolutely normal. It’s fine to want to be alone sometimes, just make sure 
you make time for other people too and try to meet in the real world as 
often as you can. Life isn’t an Instagram story. Get out there and live it.

Discuss

Do you like spending time alone?

When do you feel lonely? What do you do when 
you feel lonely?

What social activity did you miss doing most 
during the pandemic?

Could you limit your social media time to just 
30 minutes a day?

Task
Does social media make you 
feel lonely or connected? 
Write your opinion.so

Not  Social
Networks

That said, social media is certainly not all bad. Especially at times when meeting 

in person is difficult, the internet can give us an important connection to those we 

care about, and for people whose friends or family live in another city or country 

it can be important for staying in touch. The key thing is balance. Spending all 

day scrolling12 through other people’s lives can leave us feeling unhappy, but just 

checking in occasionally13 can 

improve our feelings of well-

being14. In one experiment, 

students were asked to limit 

their social media use to just half 

an hour a day, and after three 

weeks they reported feeling 

significantly less depressed and 

lonely. Would 30 minutes a day 

be enough for you?

An
Important

lifeline11

get
Out

There!
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When you describe the story of Romeo and 
Juliet, it sounds almost like a teen soap opera*. 
Two rich teenagers fall in love at a costume 
party1. Then they find out that their parents 
hate each other, so they can’t be together.
They can’t imagine life apart, so they
make a plan to stay together.
AUBURN SCALLoN (US)

A2–B1 lITERATuRE

Shakespeare’s Famous lovers

Romeo 
and Juliet

Now, let’s imagine Romeo and Juliet’s story 
in real life. In Shakespeare’s play, Romeo 
Montague  [ˈrəʊmiəʊ ˈmɒntəɡjuː] is 16 years 
old and Juliet Capulet  [ˈdʒuːliət ˈkapjələt] is 
13. If your parents told you not to see the 
person you loved, would you:

Shakespeare’s teenagers can be a bit 
dramatic.

Romeo and Juliet on the 
Screen
Somehow, this tragic story of teenage love 
in the 1590s has become a part of pop 
culture as well as classic literature. Romeo 
and Juliet has been a play, a ballet, 
and many, many films. There are 
also adaptations that tell the same 
story but are not called “Romeo 
and Juliet”. A 2013 movie called 
Warm Bodies told the same 
story again, but with 
a zombie called R and 
a girl called Julie.

One of the most famous 
adaptations is West 
Side Story, a musical 
set in5 New York City. In 
West Side Story, the two 

families are actually two gangs, a Latino 
group called the Sharks and a white group 
called the Jets6. The main characters who 
fall in love are called Tony and Maria. 
Steven Spielberg made a new movie 
adaptation of the musical starring Ansel 

Elgort as Tony and Rachel Zegler as Maria. 
The movie should be released next year.

In addition to teen romance, 
Romeo and Juliet is also 
famous for its family feud7, 
another common theme in 
both history and pop culture. 
Shakespeare never explains 
why the Montagues and 

Capulets hate each other. 
He only shows that the 
hate leads to the death 
of the young lovers.

1 costume party  [ˈkɒstjuːm pɑːti] – 
maškarní ples

2 to date sb  [deɪt] – chodit s někým
3 secretly  [ˈsiːkrətli] – tajně
4 to fake  [feɪk] – předstírat
5 to be set in – odehrávat se
6 jet  [dʒet] – tryskáč
7 feud  [fjuːd] – nevraživost

Vocabulary

soap opera – a programme 
about people and their lives and 
problems that is on TV many times 
a week

Glossary

c)
get married secretly, then make 
a plan to run away together, 
fake4 your own death to get 
out of the house, and decide 
you must die because you think 
your love is already dead?

b)
continue to meet each 
other secretly3?

a)
listen to your parents and 
stop dating2 them?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

Task read and listen to the comic and complete 
the sentences with the right words.

1 When Romeo comes to the party, he is in 
love with a girl called _______________ .

3 But then Romeo spots _______________ and wants to meet her.

4 He tells her that she has the most 
beautiful _______________ and lips.

5
The nurse warns Juliet not to say Romeo’s name in 
front of her parents because he is a _______________ . 
The only son of her parents’ worst _______________ .

2 His friend named _______________ wants to cheer Romeo up.

Bonus question: Do you know in which town the play takes place?

On the following 
pages you can read 
the beginning of the 
love story of Romeo 
and Juliet. 

You can listen to 
how the story of the 
meeting continues 
on the CD. there 
is also a dialogue 
discussing the 
events after Romeo 
and Juliet fell in love.

track 3CD Activitiestf
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tracks 1–2CD Activitiestf





palm – dlaň, enemy – nepřítel, to trust – věřit, to figure out – zjistit

Will Romeo and Juliet meet again? Will 
their parents keep them apart? Listen 
to the second part of the story on the 
Gate CD. Do you know how their story ends?

9Gate January-February 2021



A2-B1 INTERvIEW track 4CD

Not many foreigners choose to learn Czech, and even fewer choose to teach themselves. 
But Gavin Roy is not your typical foreigner. this American has a fascination with 

languages which started when he taught himself Brazilian Portuguese. His next project 
was Czech. He set up the Youtube channel tadyGavin to show his progress. Now, with 

over 200,000 subscribers and many appearances1 in the Czech media, Gavin is quickly 
becoming a Czech language star. Gate asked him a few questions.

Czech, Please!
Interview with Gavin Roy



Why did you start learning Czech back 
in 2016?
I wanted to learn another language. I’d 
recently taught myself Portuguese and 
had great success with that and developed 
a YouTube following2 and I wanted to 
prove3 that it was possible in another 
language. I chose Czech because it’s very 
different from English and Portuguese. 
I wanted to show that my methods of 
teaching yourself a language could work 
with something completely different. 
Yet I did Czech 
specifically because 
my family is Czech. 
My great-great-
grandparents 
emigrated to the 
United States from 
Bohemia, in the 
Austro-Hungarian 
empire4, in 1885 
or so. I wanted to 
reconnect with this 
aspect5 of my past.

You don’t have 
a teacher. how 
do you teach 
yourself?
At the beginning 
it was a mixture 
of studying flash 
cards6 for at least 
half an hour a day 
so I could build my 
vocabulary, also 
grammar books 
and then definitely 
conversations with 
natives. That’s 
what’s helped 
me develop my 
informal7 Czech. 
Thanks to my 
YouTube channel 
I can speak to my followers and put a smile 
on a Czech’s face when I say something 
like “Přišel jsem k tomu jak slepý k houslím” 
or other random8 phrases – “Tý jo!” “Ty 
brďo!” “Nooo.” Those are things that aren’t 
in textbooks. I need native speakers to 
help me through mistakes and teach me 
informal ways to express myself.

What is the biggest difference 
between Czech and English in your 
opinion?
I mean, declension9! All I wanna do when 
I’m speaking Czech is just say a wallet 
or a bottle. I don’t wanna have to think 
about how I’m using it, like in the bottle 
or with the bottles. The nouns just change 
so much.

Do you have any tips for someone 
learning a foreign language?
Yes, flash cards and then speak with 
natives as soon as possible. At least one 
conversation a week just to lose your 
shyness10. And as for vocabulary, learn 
the random things we say. Like, instead 
of saying “oh, very easy” say “a piece of 
cake”. Saying something like this to a native 
speaker will make them impressed with11 
your English. And know that you’re gonna 
make mistakes. In fact try to make as 

many mistakes as 
possible. There’s 
a famous polyglot, 
Bennie Lewis, 
who says that you 
should try to make 
200 mistakes every 
day in your foreign 
language. If you’re 
not making those 
mistakes it means 
you’re not studying 
enough, so don’t 
be afraid to make 
mistakes.

how many 
times have you 
visited the Czech 
Republic?
I have visited twice. 
First time was in 
2018 for my 30th 
birthday. I stayed at 
a friend’s house in 
Prague 5 and then 
after that I saw 
Brno for a couple 
of days and then 
after that I went to 
České Budějovice 
and I walked from 
České Budějovice to 
Písek to try to see 

some of the country where my ancestors12 
were from. The second time I was based in 
Prague and Brno again. I also got the chance 
to go to Kladno and see a hockey game 
with Jaromír Jágr. It was awesome because 
I followed him in the US and then saw him 
play in his hometown. Some of my ancestors 
were also from Kladno so I saw the house 
they used to live in back in the 1700s.

What Czech food and drink have 
you tried?
In terms of food and drink, I really love 
svíčková, that’s got to be one of my top ten 
favourite foods. I just love the mixture of 
dumplings, the tender13 meat, the savoury14 
sauce and the sweet whipped cream15 and 
the cranberries – oh, so good! I also like 

1 appearance  [əˈpɪərəns] – vystoupení
2 following  [ˈfɒləʊɪŋ] – sledující
3 to prove  [pruːv] – dokázat
4 the Austro-Hungarian Empire 

 [ɒstrəʊ hʌŋˈɡeəriən ˈempaɪə(r)] – 
Rakousko-Uhersko

5 aspect  [ˈæspekt] – stránka, aspekt
6 flash card  [ˈflæʃ kɑːd] – 

kartička na studium slovíček
7 informal  [ɪnˈfɔːml] – hovorový
8 random  [ˈrændəm] – náhodný
9 declension  [dɪˈklenʃn] – skloňovaní
10 shyness  [ˈʃaɪnəs] – ostych
11 to be impressed with sth  [ɪmˈprest] – 

být ohromený něčím
12 ancestor  [ˈænsestə(r)] – předek
13 tender  [ˈtendə(r)] – měkké (maso)
14 savoury  [ˈseɪvəri] – lahodný
15 whipped cream  [ˈwɪpt kriːm] – šlehačka
16 herbal  [ˈhɜːb] – bylinkový
17 to dedicate  [ˈdedɪkeɪt] – věnovat

Vocabulary

CD Task

Listen to the CD with parts of the 
interview. Can you catch answers to 
the following questions? Gavin speaks 
fast, so play the recording twice or 
three times.

What level of difficulty is Czech ranked 
by a language institute in the US?

What does Gavin find hard about 
learning Czech? What combination of 
letters is hard for him?

Which Czech TV shows or films has he 
seen? What does he still want to watch?

What has he seen more of than TV 
shows and films?

You can follow Gavin on 
YouTube at TadyGavin.

Kofola a lot. I didn’t like it at first but I had 
a couple more glasses and I like the herbal16 
taste of it. It’s really different from anything 
that we have here  [in the States].

how has being a successful YouTuber 
changed your life?
More than anything it’s allowed me to 
dedicate17 time to hobbies, and make my 
hobbies my full-time job. So now I don’t 
have to fit in Czech studying when I finally 
come home from work. I can actually do 
this as a full-time thing and dedicate more 
time to it and earn money from it, which 
is really cool. I love being able to make my 
YouTube videos and not having a boss, and 
choosing my own direction.
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Not only have people lived in 
Philadelphia since the late 1600s, it’s 
where America was born. It’s where 
the Declaration of Independence3 
was signed during the Revolutionary 
War in 1776. The Declaration (and the 
war) showed Britain that America 
was no longer one of its colonies. 
The Declaration was signed in 
Independence Hall, which still stands 
in the neighborhood of Center City. 
Philadelphia also had America’s 
first medical school, first zoo, first 
library and first newspapers. And 
Philadelphians have been walking on 
Elfreth’s Alley4, the oldest street in 
America, since 1703.

A2–B1

Philadelphia
uS

DAMIEN GALEoNE

Activitiestf track 5CD

Philadelphia sits on two rivers – the Delaware and 
the Schuylkill (local pronunciation  [ˈskuːkəl]). On the 
Schuylkill is Boathouse Row, which has housed5 the 
city’s many rowing6 clubs and boats since the 1800s. 
It’s where many of the city’s regattas* take place.

A historical City of Firsts

I’m from Philadelphia, which is a city in Pennsylvania 
in the northeastern united States. Philadelphia 
is a great city and Philadelphians have a unique 

attitude1. What makes Philadelphia, aka2 Philly and 
the City of Brotherly love*, so special?

Independence Hall

Boathouse Row
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Philadelphia has many famous residents15, 
but our most famous resident is fictional16. 
Rocky Balboa, the boxer played by Sylvester 
Stallone in the film Rocky, is loved in 
Philadelphia. A Rocky statue stands outside 
the Art Museum and the 72 stone steps 
leading up to the Art Museum’s entrance are 
called the Rocky Steps. This is because Rocky 
ran up the steps in the movie, a scene which 
has become an iconic part of movie history. 
Philadelphia loves Rocky because he is 
a tough, lovable underdog*, and so is our city.

CD Task

Listen to a recording about 
Philadelphia english.

Task Correct the mistakes in these 
sentences about Philadelphia.

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1 The Declaration of Dependence 
was signed in Philadelphia in 1976.

4 The Philadelphia Dadder’s Parade 
takes place every Christmas Day.

5 Philadelphia’s most famous food is called 
milksteak and contains pork, onions and milk.

6
Philadelphia has many sports teams – the 
67ers play hockey, the Phillies are the city’s 
basketball team and the Hawks play football.

2 The city is known as the City of Sisterly Love.

3 In the film Rambo, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
ran up the stairs to the Science Museum.

Philadelphians 
are obsessed 
with7 their local 
sports teams. 
We have teams 
for each of 
the four major 
sports: the 76ers 
play basketball 
and the Flyers play hockey; the Phillies won the World Series in 2008 in 
baseball; and the football team, the Eagles, won the Super Bowl in 2017. 
Our fans have a reputation for being aggressive. We’ll even boo8 our own 
teams if they aren’t playing well. But sports bring Philly together. People 
always talk about local sports on the street, in restaurants and in shops.

Sports

Philadelphia is home to lots of 
delicious foods that will make 
you fat. Our favorite street food is 

soft pretzels, which come with mustard. Others 
come filled with cheese. By far Philadelphia’s 
most famous food is called a “cheesesteak” – 
a sandwich of beef, onions and cheese on a soft 
roll14. After a month in Philadelphia, you will be 
very fat, but you will be very happy.

Food

Rocky

Philadelphia – the name of the city comes 
from Greek and means “brotherly love”
regatta – a boating competition
underdog – a person, team etc. that is not 
expected to win

Glossary

1 attitude  [ˈætɪtjuːd] – přístup
2 aka (also known as)  [eɪ keɪ ˈeɪ] – známý jako
3 the Declaration of Independence 

 [ðə ˌdekləreɪʃn əv ɪndɪˈpendəns] – 
Deklarace nezávislosti

4 alley  [ˈæli] – ulička
5 to house  [haʊz] – být domovem
6 rowing  [ˈrəʊɪŋ] – veslování
7 to be obsessed with sth  

[əbˈsest] – být posedlý něčím
8 to boo  [buː] – vypískat
9 parade, to parade  [pəˈreɪd] – 

průvod, jít v průvodu
10 elaborate  [ɪˈlæbərət] – 

propracovaný do detailu
11 to host  [həʊst] – pořádat
12 convenience store  

[kənˈviːniəns stɔː(r)] – večerka
13 gasoline  [ˈɡæsəliːn] – benzín
14 roll  [rəʊl] – houska, bageta
15 resident  [ˈrezɪdənt] – obyvatel
16 fictional  [ˈfɪkʃənl] – vymyšlený

Vocabulary

On New Year’s Day, the 
Mummers Parade9 runs 
through downtown 
Philadelphia. Local clubs 
and groups parade in 
elaborate10 costumes and 
perform music and dance 
routines. Philadelphia 
hosts11 the Wing Bowl, 
which is a huge chicken 
wing eating contest. And 

every Philadelphian loves Wawa, our local chain of convenience 
stores12. Wawa is a shop where you can get food, gasoline13 and 
drinks. But Wawa also has a milkshake machine and is famous for its 
iced tea lemonade (yum!). The best part is a touch screen sandwich 
ordering system where you order a sandwich exactly how you want it. 

unique Places and Customs
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A2–B1 PROFIlE

Anya Taylor-Joy says her career success “feels
like magic”. She wanted to be an actress since she was 

a child. But she didn’t know how to make it happen. She 
told her parents: “I’m going to be in the right place at 

the right time” – and one day she actually was!
JACKIE Fox (NEW ZEALAND)

14 Gate January-February 2021



1 to audition for  [ɔːˈdɪʃn] – dělat konkurz na
2 part  [pɑːt] – role
3 lead  [liːd] – hlavní role
4 to refuse  [rɪˈfjuːz] – odmítnout
5 to force  [fɔːs] – donutit
6 well versed  [wel ˈvɜːst] – dobře znalý
7 spell  [spel] – kouzlo
8 to be bullied  [ˈbʊlid] – být šikanován
9 weird  [wɪəd] – divný
10 on set  [set] – na place, při natáčení
11 co-star  [ˈkəʊ stɑː(r)] – 

jeden z hlavních představitelů
12 vicious  [ˈvɪʃəs] – zlý
13 rescue dog  [ˈreskjuː dɒɡ] – pes z útulku
14 baboon  [bəˈbuːn] – pavián
15 praise  [preɪz] – pochvala
16 prodigy  [ˈprɒdədʒi] – 

génius, zázračné dítě
17 addiction  [əˈdɪkʃn] – závislost
18 move  [muːv] – tah
19 wig  [wɪɡ] – paruka
20 sorcery  [ˈsɔːsəri] – čarodějnictví

Vocabulary

Task

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1 … two moments important to Anya’s career.

2 … two examples of magic in her life.

3 … two challenges she has dealt with.

4 … two animals’ names.

5 … two places she lived in as a child.

6 … two TV shows that she has starred in.

Find in the text …

From the Street to 
the Stars
When she was 16, she was walking 
her dog on the street and a modelling 
agent discovered her. On only her third 
modelling job she met Downton Abbey 
star Allen Leech. He recommended her to his acting agent. After 
that she auditioned for1 parts2 and got her first big role when she 
was only 18 years old. It was the lead3 in a horror movie called 
The Witch. Now at the age of 24 she has already made more than 
20 movies and TV shows and has won eight acting awards.

in the 1950s in the 
US. The series follows 
Beth’s battles in the 
competitive world 
of professional chess 
dominated by men, but 
also her problems with 
addiction17. The show 
went to number one in 
over 60 countries. After 
getting the role she 
studied chess theory to 
understand the game. 
But she only learned 
the actual moves18 she had to do five minutes before filming. 
Fortunately, years of ballet training when she was a child helped 
her. She thought of the moves as “dance choreography for your 
fingers”. However, chess was not the hardest thing about this role. 
The acting was also difficult. At times she had to play different 
ages in one day: “I’d be changing my wig19 and trying to play 
being 15, and then jump forward to being 21, and then being 19.”

Her other big film that came out last year was The New Mutants. 
She played a Russian mutant who knows sorcery20. Her dream 
now is to do a musical. And she already sings and dances, so she 
probably won’t need any more magic for her wish to come true.

Film Family
Her early life was not easy. Because of all 
the changes she didn’t feel like anywhere 
was home. She was bullied8 at school 
because she was too weird9 for the other 
kids. She spent a lot of time “crying in 
bathrooms”. Fortunately after she left 
school she went straight into acting and 
it was “a way of finding a home”. She made close friends on set10, 
such as the directors M. Night Shyamalan and Robert Eggers.

Chess Challenge
Anya’s many movies and shows so far include the 
crime series Peaky Blinders and the films Split and 
Emma. And most recently she has been receiving 
a lot of praise15 for one particular role. She plays 
a young chess prodigy16 called Beth Harmon in the 
TV series The Queen’s Gambit, which takes place 

But perhaps the most surprising friend she made 
while filming was Charlie the goat. Charlie was her 
co-star11 in The Witch. Although the director said 
the large and vicious12 goat was a “nightmare”, 
Anya loved him. She said “He hated anybody that 
wasn’t me.” Perhaps it is no surprise, because Anya 
describes herself as the “biggest animal lover in 
the world”. She has been a vegetarian since the 

age of 8 and adopted a rescue dog13 named Khala when she was 
16. But there is one exception to her love of animals: baboons14. 
She says: “I have an unhealthy fear of baboons. They really, really 
panic me.” Thankfully she has not starred in a movie with any 
primate co-stars yet.

“Wingardium learnEnglish”
A kind of magic also helped her learn 
English. Anya only learned English at 
the age of 8 by reading the Harry Potter 
books. Until then she spoke only Spanish. 
Her family is a mix of cultures. Her mother 
is Zambian-British-Spanish and her father is 
Scottish-Argentinian. Anya herself was born in 
the USA but when she was a baby her family moved to Argentina. 
At the age of six they moved again to London. She was very 
unhappy because she loved her life in Argentina.

She even refused4 to speak English for two years. She thought 
this would force5 her parents to move back. Finally she realised 
it wasn’t going to work. Then she had to learn English because 
she was very lonely and wanted to make friends. But for her the 
characters from the books became her first friends. And she jokes 
that reading Harry Potter also helped her become “well versed6 
in spells7 at a very young age”.

Peaky
Blinders

Emma

the Queen’s Gambit
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Musical 
Discovery
One of the biggest attractions of 
using music streaming services is that 
they let us hear the songs we love, but 
they also allow us to discover new stuff 
without even trying. We can simply let 
the algorithms do all the work! And the 
more we listen, the more the apps can 
offer us new things we might like.

But thankfully, it still seems that 
recommendations from real humans 
are just as important as what our tech 
tells us.

Bohúš explains, “I listen to many artists 
and bands, so I know about every 
planned comeback and album. But 
I find new music thanks to friends, 
siblings11 and the charts too.“ For 
Nicolas, it is a mixture of personal 
recommendations and tech. “I find out 
about most new music from friends, 
from games – especially Geometry 
Dash – or from Spotify’s algorithm. 
When I hear a track I like, I look the 
artist up and listen to their album on 
Spotify.” Amalie says she learns about 
new music either from friends or from 
TikTok and Instagram.

Stream On!
how do you get your music? Thanks to apps
like Spotify, YouTube Music and Soundcloud, 
listening to your favourite tunes1 and finding
new stuff has never been easier. We spoke to
a few readers to find out how they get
their music fix2 and looked at some
of the most popular music
streaming options.
LIAM PEACH (UK)

going with the Stream
Most of what we listen to (and watch) 
these days comes directly from 
a streaming service. There are lots 
to choose from, but right now the 
biggest is definitely Spotify. Like other 
streaming services it uses a “freemium” 
model, meaning you can enjoy it 
for free with advertising3, but if you 
want to listen to your favourite artists 
without the ads you need to pay.

And it seems people are willing4 to do 
that – more than 140 million people 
around the world pay for Spotify 
Premium. Many others are happy to 
use the free service too though, and 
with over 50 million songs to choose 
from there’s something for everyone. 
As Matyáš says, “I only use Spotify. I’ve 
had an account5 there for two years 
and I think it’s better than YouTube. 
Of course, there are ads too, but not 
before every song. When I listen to 
Spotify there’s an ad before every sixth 
song, I think.”

YouTube is another incredibly popular 
way to listen to music. It’s the most 
visited website in the world. However, 
with around 30 milion subscribers6 
YouTube Music doesn’t have as many 
subscribers as Spotify. In 2018 YouTube 
said that more than a billion users 
a month come to YouTube to “be a part 
of music culture and discover new 
music”. For many of us, YouTube is all 
we need. As Bohúš simply says, “I use 
YouTube. That’s all.”

Tech for Tunes
We also have more ways to listen to 
music than ever before, wherever we 
are. Thanks to our phones’ portability7 
and ability to connect to the internet, 
it’s easy to see why they are our 
favourite way to access8 our music. As 
Honza puts it, “I use my headphones 
and my phone, I don’t need anything 
else.” Nicolas combines headphones 
with other equipment, “I have two sets 
of headphones (wireless9 earbuds for 
travelling and over-ear headphones for 
listening at home) and a speaker10 for 
listening with friends.

Another popular method is on 
a games console. Matyáš says, “I use 
everything – I use my smartphone, 
computer, console, everything that 
exists. But mostly I use my PlayStation. 
It’s just faster, I just turn it on and in 
two minutes I have Spotify on.”

A2–B1 MuSIC / TREND

How We're Listening to Music



1 tune  [tjuːn] – píseň
2 fix  [fɪks] – dávka
3 advertising  [ˈædvətaɪzɪŋ] – reklama
4 willing  [ˈwɪlɪŋ] – ochotný
5 account  [əˈkaʊnt] – účet
6 subscriber  [səbˈskraɪbə(r)] – předplatitel
7 portability  [pɔːtəˈbɪləti] – přenosnost
8 to access sth  [ˈækses] – 

dostat se k něčemu
9 wireless  [ˈwaɪələs] – bezdrátový
10 speaker  [ˈspiːkə(r)] – reproduktor
11 sibling  [ˈsɪblɪŋ] – sourozenec
12 respondent  [rɪˈspɒndənt] – dotazovaný
13 varied  [ˈveərid] – rozmanitý
14 lyrics  [ˈlɪrɪks] – text písně
15 gig  [ɡɪɡ] – živý koncert

Vocabulary

I listen mainly to the K-pop (Korean
pop) group BTS. They have beautiful
stories, lyrics14 and music in which
they share positive energy and 
happiness with others. There are
seven members, each special in
his own way. They are great rappers, 
vocalists, dancers, music composers
and just awesome inspiring people.

Creep-P because I like the 
way he combines dark 
themes with electropop.

Phoebe

Two of my recent faves are LemKuuja and Creo. 
LemKuuja is an artist and producer from
Amman, Jordan who makes upbeat “future
funk” that’s fun to listen to. I love that it’s
very varied13 but always has a happy beat.
Creo makes EDM (electronic dance
music), but it’s interesting because
he uses instruments you don’t often
hear in such music, like saxophones. 
A lot of people know Creo because his
music is featured in a lot of games.

Nicolas

Bohúš
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WhAT’S ON YOuR 
PlAYlIST?

Share a playlist of your favourite 
music with us via email at 

competition@bridge-online.cz, 
subject: Playlist by January 
31st. We will publish the best 

ones in the magazine and use 
them as inspiration for future 

music articles.

Respondents'12 Tips
Finally we asked our respondents if they had 
any music tips they’d like to share for a Gate 
playlist. Here are their recommendations.

At the moment I’m listening to a lot of 
rap, I would recommend for example 
XXX Tentacion. He died, but he made
great music. I’d never heard
piano or guitar or trumpet in
rap music before and it sounds
perfect. I seem to listen to
a lot of dead people! That’s
kind of sad because just when
I discover a new rapper, I find
out the rapper is dead!

Matyáš

The bands I am listening to
at the moment are Mother

Mother, Arctic
Monkeys and The
Neighborhood.
They are all
popular among
TikTokkers now.
My big love

is Billie Eilish,
whom I saw live

in Prague. It was
my first ever

live gig15.

Amalie
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Eata Bite to
Eating Out in England

Everyone knows that 
English food is bad, 
right? Well, let’s take 
a walk down an English 
high street* and see if 
we can find a good place 
to eat. here are the best 
and worst of “proper1 
English” eateries.
PAUL FARRINGToN-DoUGLAS (UK)

These days there are plenty of 
international-style coffee chains2 like 
Starbucks and Café Nero, but they’re 
not what most English people think of 
when they think of a café (also known 
as a “caff”). A proper café is basically 
like a working-class restaurant serving 

simple home-made food. Don’t expect 
anything fancy3 here. The main drink is 
tea, usually made with a teabag4 in a big 
mug5 and served with milk (often known 
as “builder’s tea”). If there’s coffee, it’s not 
going to be a Frappomochhiatoccino. 
It’s going to be a big mug of ordinary 
coffee with milk. Food options will be 
things like beans on toast, pie and chips, 
or the traditional English breakfast (served 
all day). Many cafés are family-friendly, 
but some are traditionally for working 
men. They are usually dirtier, cheaper and 
with bigger portions of food, and are often 
known as “greasy6 spoons.”

A2–B1 FOOD / ENglISh-SPEAKINg COuNTRIES track 6CD

Eat

thE Café

There’s nothing 
more English 
than a fish and 
chip shop, right? 
These days, 
some fish and 
chip shops can 
have separated 

dining areas with cheerful7 tablecloths and interesting 
menus. But the traditional chippie is a takeaway. You order 
from a limited menu and your food is fried in front of you. 
The fish is usually cod8 or plaice9. It’s fried in batter10 (never 
breadcrumbs11) and served with chips, which are like French 
fries but much thicker. You can get ketchup if you really 
want it, but normally you have salt and vinegar12. Some 
people get mushy peas13, too. Especially in the north of 
England, a popular cheaper menu option is a chip butty. 
That’s a sandwich made with chips inside a large soft bread 
roll, normally with margarine.

thE Chippy typical food or Drink

What is it Like?

typical food or Drink

What is it Like?

Activitiestf
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There’s a huge choice of 
“ethnic” food in England 
thanks to the country’s 
very diverse14 population, 
but the Indian takeaway is 
one of the most typically 
English eateries you could 

think of. They usually serve a similar selection of “curries” that everyone 
in the UK knows but that not many people in India would recognise. 
In fact, curry is such a British favourite that the UK 
celebrates National Curry Week every October! The 
most popular is chicken tikka masala, made from 
pieces of roasted marinated chicken in a yoghurt 
curry sauce. It’s almost certainly a British invention. 
Another favourite, vindaloo, is also not found 
anywhere in India (there’s a dish with that name, 
but it isn’t the same thing).

Many pubs are adults-only in the 
evenings but quite family-friendly 
at lunchtime, and the pub lunch is 
a popular family activity. A traditional 
pub lunch is relatively cheap and quite 
simple. Roast dinners (such as roast beef 

or chicken, roast potatoes, carrots, peas and gravy15) are Sunday favourites. Other 
classic options include steak-and-kidney16 pie, chicken tikka masala (see: The Indian) 
and a ploughman’s17 lunch, a plate of cheese, ham, bread and so on. These days you’ll 
usually find more modern options, too, such as burgers and salads.

There are two kinds of tea drinker in England. There are the ones who 
like a big mug of “builder’s tea” made from a teabag. And there are those 
who make their tea in a teapot18 and drink it out of a china cup19. They 
usually use tea leaves and sometimes spend years experimenting with 

different mixes of teas to get just the right flavour. If you 
want a good mug of builder’s tea, go to a café. For the 
other experience, you need a tea shop or tea room. 
These are usually prettier-looking, often with quite an 
old-fashioned style. As well as tea, they often serve 
selections of sandwiches and cakes. Especially in the 
southwest of England, a favourite is a kind of cake called 
a scone served with thick cream and jam: a “cream tea”.

1 proper  [ˈprɒpə(r)] – řádný
2 chain  [tʃeɪn] – řetězec
3 fancy  [ˈfænsi] – fajnový, speciální
4 teabag  [ˈtiːbæɡ] – čajový sáček
5 mug  [mʌɡ] – hrnek
6 greasy  [ˈɡriːsi] – mastný
7 cheerful  [ˈtʃɪəf] – veselý
8 cod  [kɒd] – treska
9 plaice  [pleɪs] – platýs
10 batter  [ˈbætə(r)] – těstíčko
11 breadcrumbs  [ˈbredkrʌmz] – strouhanka
12 vinegar  [ˈvɪnɪɡə(r)] – ocet
13 mushy peas  [mʌʃi ˈpiːz] – hráškové pyré
14 diverse  [daɪˈvɜːs] – různorodý
15 gravy  [ˈɡreɪvi] – omáčka
16 kidney  [ˈkɪdni ] – ledvina
17 ploughman  [ˈplaʊmən] – oráč
18 teapot  [ˈtiːpɒt] – čajová konvice
19 china cup  [tʃaɪnə ˈkʌp] – porcelánový šálek

Vocabulary

high street – the main street in a town

Glossary

Task 1

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1 … a traditional English lunch?

2 … a special sandwich?

3 … a cheap English breakfast?

4 … a special cake with cream and jam?

5 … a spicy ethnic dish?

6 … a strong cup of tea from a teabag?

Based on the article, make 
recommendations for the right 
place. Where would you go if 
you wanted to try …

Task 2
Choose a city in england and look 
online to find specific examples 
of the eateries from the article.

Task about a tea room in the TF.TF

thE inDian

thE pub

typical food or Drink

What is it Like?

typical food or Drink

What is it Like?

typical food or Drink

What is it Like?

thE tEa 

ShOp
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I am in the sea, a few 
centimetres above the coral and 

rocks, moving as little as I can. 
Below me a small fish sits in the 
doorway of its sandy home. And 

right next to it, so close that 
they touch, is a shrimp.

PAUL FARRINGToN-DoUGLAS (UK)

They look so like a couple of animal 
buddies2 from a Disney cartoon 
that I almost expect them to start 
singing. This fish, a goby (= hlaváč), 
and the pistol shrimp (= kreveta 
pistolník) at its side have formed 
a very special working partnership.

The pistol shrimp is small but 
mighty3. It acts as home-maker4 
for the pair, digging5 the sandy 
hole that they live in and keeping 
it clean and tidy. Although the 
shrimp is strong for its size, it is 
almost blind6. This makes it an 
easy lunch for passing fish. So the 
goby watches for any predators 
and keeps them both safe. It is true 
teamwork.

And this is certainly not the only 
unlikely7 looking pairing in the 
animal kingdom. Let’s look at a few 
of the partnerships that show us 
that, even for animals, it’s always 
good to have a friend.

A2–B1 ANIMAlS track 7CD

Nature’s lessons

in Teamwork

Anemones (= sasanka mořská) are soft-bodied animals 
with venomous• tentacles9. They usually live on 
rocks, but sometimes they live on hermit crabs (= rak / 
krab poustevníček). This is not by chance: the crabs put 
them there! This helps both the crab and the anemone, 
though the brainless anemones probably don’t know it.

For the crab, the advantage is an extra defence10. With 
their hard bodies, strong legs and powerful pincers11, crabs 
already look like science-fiction war machines. But the 
sea is a dangerous place, and living, venomous armour 
protects them from more enemies.

The anemone gets more food (bits going up from when the 
crab eats). It is also protected from many of the things that 
eat anemones. Anemone-eating animals aren’t prepared 
for their lunch to get up and walk away.

The Perfect household1

Fish + Shrimp living Armour8

Anemones + Crabs
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across much of South America. It 
eats small animals, including many 
frogs – but not the dotted humming 
frog (= parosnička pavoučí).

Although the dotted humming 
frog is snack-sized, it is poisonous. 
But the spider and frog don’t just 
politely avoid each other. They live 
together! This gives the frog some 
protection, because nothing that 
wants to eat a tiny frog is going to 
fight a giant tarantula.

And what does the spider get 
from the deal? One of the biggest 
dangers to tarantulas comes from 
ants, which eat their eggs. For 
a dotted humming frog, though, 
a team of egg-stealing ants is like an 
Uber Eats lunch delivery13. Yummy!

The next pair of animal buddies 
might look more like Disney’s 
nightmare than Disney’s dream, 
but it’s ever so cute really. The 
Colombian lesserblack (= sklípkan 
strašlivý) is a favourite of tarantula 
lovers, partly because it is so big (its 
body is about 7 cm long). It’s found 

At first sight, ravens (= krkavec) 
only seem to cause problems for 
wolves. Naturalists at Yellowstone 
Park in America say that there 
can be over a hundred birds at 
a single wolf kill14 and that they 
sometimes eat more than the 
wolves themselves.

But although ravens steal from 
wolves, the relationship may help 
both of them. People have seen 
ravens leading wolves to prey15 
that are downwind of them (i.e. 

that the wolves cannot smell) 
and to frozen carcasses (= dead 
animals).

Most interestingly of all, ravens 
play games with young wolves, 
even bringing them sticks16 as 
toys. Ravens are among the most 
intelligent animals, able to solve 
puzzles and make tools, and 
some scientists think that they 
deliberately17 “adopt” wolf pups, 
creating raven-wolf hunting teams 
that could last for years.

1 household  [ˈhaʊshəʊld] – domácnost
2 buddy  [ˈbʌdi] – kámoš
3 mighty  [ˈmaɪti] – silný
4 home-maker  [ˈhəʊmmeɪkə(r)] – hospodyňka
5 to dig  [dɪɡ] – kopat
6 blind  [blaɪnd] – slepý
7 unlikely  [ʌnˈlaɪkli] – nepravděpodobný
8 armour  [ˈɑːmə(r)] – brnění
9 venomous tentacle  [ˈvenəməs ˈtentəkl] – 

jedovaté chapadlo
10 defence  [dɪˈfens] – obrana
11 pincer  [ˈpɪnsə(r)] – klepeto
12 nightmare  [ˈnaɪtmeə(r)] – noční můra
13 delivery  [dɪˈlɪvəri] – dodávka
14 kill – úlovek
15 prey  [preɪ] – kořist
16 stick  [stɪk] – klacek
17 deliberately  [dɪˈlɪbərətli] – záměrně

Vocabulary

Listen to a recording about another animal 
friendship between meerkats (= surikaty) and 
birds called drongos. Answer the questions.

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

CD Task

Where do these animals live?1

How do drongos signal 
there is a predator near?

3

What do meerkats typically 
eat that the birds like?

2

What do drongos sometimes 
do to get free food?

4

Task 1 Which animal 
from the article…

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

eats its partner’s enemies for lunch?

has become the eyes for its animal friend?

actually lives on top of its partner?

leads its partners to a source of food?

eats animals that are a similar size to its friend?

looks like something from sci-fi?

looks after the home for the two animals?

gets a toy from its partner?

Task 2 Can you find other examples 
of animal friendships?

 Language Point

Poisonous or venomous? Poisonous animals 
use their poison passively. It hurts other 
animals when they touch the poisonous 
animal. Venomous animals use their
venom to attack. It often comes from
a tooth, stinger (= žihadlo), etc.

Disney’s Nightmare12

Tarantulas + Frogs

Brains
and Muscle
Wolves + Ravens
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Madeira

The Island of All-Year Spring

The last week of October, my family and I left the 
golden autumn behind and travelled to Madeira, 
the island of “all-year spring”. The warm climate 
and rich soil1 make the island look like paradise2, 
exploding with plants and flowers of all kinds.
SoNIA FURLoNG (UK)

In the Capital
Although Madeira belongs to Portugal, 
it is closer to Africa – approximately 500 
kilometres west of the African coast in the 
Atlantic Ocean. We stayed in the island’s 
capital city, Funchal, which was quite an 
adventure in itself. The capital was built 
into high hills, so the roads are narrow, 
steep3 and twisty4. Our accommodation 
was quite high up, so we had a lovely 
view of the city and the sea, but whenever 
we wanted to go down into the centre, 
it meant a tiring walk coming back up.

Funchal has a historical centre, full of 
small squares, churches, cobbled5 roads 
and colourful houses. One street in the 
centre, however, stood out. On Rua de 
Santa Maria every door was covered in 
a colourful painting. The city had this idea 
to try and give new life to the area, and 

asked local artists to paint whatever they 
wanted on the doors. There are now more 
than 200 painted doors, which gives the 
street a lively6 character and each house its 
own personality.

levadas
On the first day, we went into the foothills7 
of the island. We were all shocked by the 
change in our surroundings. Not only was it 

a little colder there, it seemed as if we had 
entered a jungle. The green plants were 
growing together in all sorts of shapes. We 
followed steep muddy8 paths that led us 
to one of the main attractions of Madeira: 
levadas. This is a system of irrigation 
canals9 which runs all across the island, 
carrying water from the north to the drier 
south. Throughout the week, we saw lots 
of these little streams, flowing around 
mountains and through forests. Tourists 
can go hiking on the pathways along the 
different levadas and enjoy beautiful views 
from the mountainsides.

On Mars and Above the 
Clouds
Madeira, however, is not just about levadas 
and beautiful forests. There are many 
different types of landscapes. We visited 
the easternmost point of the island, Ponto 
do São Lourenço, where the land was dry, 
rocky and red, like the surface of Mars. 
We also managed to climb the highest 
mountain in Madeira, Pico Ruivo (1,862m). 
The mountain was so high that we were 
above the clouds. While it was raining 
down in the valleys, here the sun shone 
down on us as we watched the white 
clouds slowly floating10 around us.

A2–B1 TRAvEl track 8CD Activitiestf
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Madeira and Its People
Every time we got back after a tiring walk, 
there was a delicious dinner to look forward 
to. The cuisine11 was special. Madeirans like 
to combine meat with all sorts of sauces 
and side dishes, such as fish with a passion 
fruit12 sauce. Every day there were different 
starters and desserts, for example mousse13 
with olive caramel or passion fruit sorbet. 
Actually, passion fruit is one of the most 
popular fruits in Madeira. At the markets 
you can find other exotic fruits too, like 
custard apples and tamarillos, a cross 
between a plum and a tomato.

The people were incredibly kind and 
talkative, always willing to explain 
something to us and making jokes. We also 
witnessed14 their daily life. In the morning, 
we would see the steep, narrow roads 
fill with cars and we could hear the loud 
talking of all the parents dropping their 
children off15 at school. The Funchal market 
was always busy with people shopping or 
stopping to talk to friends.

history
After travelling all over the island 
we realised that Madeira has quite 

an interesting history to tell. The 
uninhabited16 island was discovered and 
colonised by Portugal in 1425. It was 
used for growing sugar cane17, using 
the work of African slaves18. Recently, 
however, a discovery was made that in 
fact the Portuguese were not the first 
to discover Madeira. Mouse bones were 
dug up on the island and, by analysing 
the DNA, scientists found out that the 
mouse bones were from the 10th century. 
Historians believe that mice must have 
come to the island from Viking ships, 
meaning that the Vikings in fact found 
the island first. Another interesting part 
of local history is that after the First World 
War, the Austro-Hungarian emperor19 
Charles I was exiled20 to Madeira after 
his empire broke up and many European 

states, including Czechoslovakia, became 
independent.

It’s not a bad place to be exiled to.

1 2 3 4 5 6

Task read the text and label the pictures. Can you 
make sentences about each of these things?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1 rich soil  [sɔɪl] – bohatá půda
2 paradise  [ˈpærədaɪs] – ráj
3 steep  [stiːp] – strmý, příkrý
4 twisty  [ˈtwɪsti] – klikatý
5 cobbled  [ˈkɒbld] – dlážděný kostkami
6 lively  [ˈlaɪvli] – živý
7 foothills  [ˈfʊthɪlz] – podhůří
8 muddy  [ˈmʌdi] – blátivý
9 irrigation canals  [ɪrɪˈɡeɪʃn kəˈnælz] – 

zavlažovací kanály
10 to float  [fləʊt] – plout
11 cuisine  [kwɪˈziːn] – kuchyně
12 passion fruit  [ˈpæʃn fruːt] – marakuja
13 mousse  [muːs] – pěna
14 to witness  [ˈwɪtnəs] – být svědkem
15 to drop sb off  [drɒpˈɒf] – 

vysadit někoho
16 uninhabited  [ʌnɪnˈhæbɪtɪd] – 

neobydlený
17 sugar cane  [ˈʃʊɡə keɪn] – cukrová třtina
18 slave  [sleɪv] – otrok
19 emperor  [ˈempərə(r)] – císař
20 to be exiled  [ˈeksaɪld] – 

být poslán do exilu

Vocabulary

1

4 5

2 3

6
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Prepositions are a bit like the spiders of the grammar 
world – tiny little things that make some people really 
nervous. They are only a few letters long, so how can

they cause so many problems? Unfortunately, for many 
learners of English, they are one of the most difficult 

things to get right. Well, don’t worry. Gate is here
to help. Here are some tips on how to become 

a preposition professional.

LIAM PEACH (UK)

Three little Words
When speaking about where something is, we use three main 
prepositions: IN, ON and AT.

Can you correct the mistakes in 
these sentences? They all contain 
common mistakes learners make 
with prepositions of place.

Task 1

Where is your mum? 
Oh, she’s still in work.

4

My sister is on university. 
She is studying economics.

3

There is a great documentary 
in TV today. Can we watch it?

2

At the weekend I was on my 
cottage on the countryside.

1

I’m in the train. We will 
arrive at 10 o’clock.

8

They are on 
holiday on Italy.

7

Are you on this photo? 
Yes, that’s me in the right.

6

Usain Bolt is the fastest 
person on the world.

5

P r e P o S i t i o n S  o f 
P l a C e :  i n ,  o n ,  a t

We use IN for enclosed
 (= uzavřený) spaces.
If the thing we are talking
about is inside a space that
is limited by walls, borders etc.,
we use IN. We use it with continents, 
countries, cities and towns, etc.

I live in Spain.

We are staying in Manchester at the moment.

I’m in the dining room.

Your dinner is in the dog!

IN

Activitiestf
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IN or ON for vehicles?
Generally, if you can get up and walk during the journey, 
we use ON – on a plane, on a train, on a tram, on a bus, on 
a ship (also on public transport).

If you just sit and can’t walk anywhere, we use IN – in a car, 
in a taxi.

BuT – on a bicycle, motorbike, on a horse.

IN or AT for Buildings?
We can often use both without a change in meaning. 
However, we use AT when we think about the building in 
terms of its purpose (= účel), and IN when we think of it as 
a physical structure. Compare:

Troy is at the theatre. (He’s seeing a play.)

There’s an acting workshop taking place in the theatre 
today. (Inside the building.)

ON or AT for Streets?
If you know the exact address, we use AT. 
He lives at 19 Greengate Street.

If you only know the street, we use ON. 
The police station is somewhere on Letsby Avenue.

Other Phrases with IN
in a queue  in the world

in a photograph / picture / painting  in bed

in the sky  in a newspaper / book / magazine

in hospital  in the countryside / in the mountains

in the middle  in the north / south

Other Phrases with ON
on a map

on the internet / on television / on the radio / on the news

on the first floor / second floor

on the left / on the right  on an island

Other Phrases with AT
at school / at university / at home / at work

at the airport / station

at my grandparents’ (house) / at Becky’s

at reception  at the back / at the front of st (BrE)

Fill in the gaps with the correct 
prepositions: AT, ON or IN.

Task 2

I’m staying ______ my 
grandparents’. It’s so boring!

4

The TV can go ______ 
a wall or ______ a table.

3
Our flat is ______ 
the third floor.

2

We like to spend our holidays 
________ the mountains.

1

She read about it ______ a book 
and now it’s all she talks about.

8

I’m still ______ the bus. This 
journey is taking forever.

10

The PlayStation is locked ______ the cupboard. You 
can play it when you’ve finished all your homework.

7

They live ______ 34 Copeland Road. 
It’s ______ the north of the city.

9

I’ve been waiting ______ this queue all morning.6

Go to the end of the street and then turn left ______ 
the post office. The restaurant is ______ the right.

5

We use ON
to speak about
something positioned
on a horizontal or vertical 
surface (= povrch).

The poster is on the wall.

The bottle is on the table.

Write your phone number on this piece of paper.

ON

We use AT
when something
is next to, or close 
by something. 

AT

We also use AT when we describe a place you go 
to do a specific activity. We are more interested in 
the activity than the physical position or place.

They are at the theatre this evening.

I have an appointment at the doctor’s tomorrow.

What? I’m at a concert. I can’t hear you!

We are all at the table, where is our food?

She’s waiting at the end of the street.

Turn right at the traffic lights.
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A2–B1 TElEvISION

1 Rebellion  [rɪˈbeljən] – Povstalci
2 Resistance  [rɪˈzɪstəns] – Odboj
3 Force  [fɔːs] – Síla
4 universe  [ˈjuːnɪvɜːs] – vesmír
5 chaos  [ˈkeɪɒs] – zmatek, chaos
6 government  [ˈɡʌvənmənt] – vláda
7 religion  [rɪˈlɪdʒən] – náboženství
8 target  [ˈtɑːɡɪt] – cíl
9 warlord  [ˈwɔːlɔːd] – vojenský diktátor
10 species  [ˈspiːʃiːz] – druh

Vocabulary

A Space Western

The Mysterious
Mandalorian

The Mandalorian is one of 
these stories. It’s a “space 
western”, which means it
uses the tropes* from old 
American western films,
but out in space. It takes
place five years after
the original three Star
Wars films. The Empire
is gone and the New
Republic has started,
but it doesn’t have
much control yet. The
galaxy is still in chaos5,
and many places
don’t have a real
government6.

The main character is a
Mandalorian (from the planet
Mandalore), and people call him Mando because 
he never says his real name. Mandalorians have 
a secret religion7. They’re expert fighters, great 
bounty hunters* (like Boba and Jango Fett from 
the films), they never ask questions about the 
missions they get, and never take off their helmets. 
They live in small groups, called “coverts”, in secret 
places, and only come out one at a time to work.

trope – something you often find in 
a type of media, like “misunderstandings” 
in romantic comedies or “burning 
a secret document after you read it” in 
a spy story
bounty hunter – someone who catches 
or kills people for money

Glossary

Mission One

getting Baby
Yoda home

In the first season of The Mandalorian, 
Mando gets a mission to capture 
a target8 and take it to a warlord9 from 
the old Empire. When he finds it, he’s 
surprised to discover it’s a cute baby 
alien, the same species10 as Jedi master 
Yoda. At first, he finishes his mission 
and gives the baby to the warlord, but 
he doesn’t feel right about it. Later he 
returns to take back the baby – which 
fans like to call Baby Yoda – and starts 
a new mission to find the baby’s 
people and return him to them.

Unfortunately, Mando’s whole covert 
is killed in the fight. At the start of 
season two, Mando is all alone, and 
needs to find another covert to help 
him get Baby Yoda home. It sounds 
like it should be a simple mission, but 
the galaxy is not a simple place, and 
everywhere he goes, Mando gets 
pulled into local problems. Will he ever 
find Baby Yoda’s people? Do they even 
exist? We’ll have to watch the series 
to find out.

Sci-Fi Cowboys in Space

The Mandalorian
When most people think of Star Wars, they 
think of the Empire (= Impérium) and the 
First Order (= První řád), the Rebellion1

and the Resistance2, the force3,
and, of course, the Jedi. But
what about all the other
people in the Star Wars
universe4? There are many
other stories that can
be told about people
who aren’t fighting
for the future of the
whole galaxy.
RYAN LEREVE (US)
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A2–B1 PuZZlE

A mother calls her family to the kitchen. The last 
cookie is missing from the jar on top of the fridge, 
and she wants to know who stole it. Read what 
everyone says and guess who you think the thief is.

Who stole the cookie? Why do you think they did it?
Can you figure out who took the last cookie? And why do you think they 

did it? Send your answers to competition@bridge-online.cz, SUBJECT: 
Cookie by January 31st? Three of you will win little gifts from Bridge 
Publishing House. Don’t forget to include your name and address.

1 jar  [dʒɑː(r)] – dóza, sklenice
2 temptation  [tempˈteɪʃn] – pokušení
3 honest  [ˈɒnɪst] – upřímný
4 to crack a code  [kræk kəʊd] – vyřešit kód

Vocabulary

Who Stole the 
Cookie From 
the Cookie Jar1?

RYAN LEREVE (US)

An alien watched everything from their

spaceship. They write a note to the family

explaining it. Unfortunately, the note is in

alien letters! Can you crack the code4

and solve the mystery?

(Tip: The two most common 3-letter

English words are the and and.)

luKE (older son)

That's it. I'm not buying 
cookies anymore. We can't 

have this temptation2 in 
our house.

I can't believe one 
of my children is 
a thief. They're 

normally so honest3.

When could I have 
taken the cookie? 

Either mom or dad was 
in the kitchen all day.

How could
I steal the cookie?

I was doing my 
homework with Dan

all afternoon.

It wasn't me! I'm 
eating healthily now: 

no sugar.

TAShA (mother) NAThAN (dad)
AShlEY (daughter)

DAN (younger son)
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The US A Winter 

Sports Wonderland

When we think of American sports, we think of baseball, American 
football and eating hamburgers. But Americans enjoy a number
of winter sports too. On mountains, in the wilderness1 or on ice,
we do a lot in the wintertime… as well as eating hamburgers.
DAMIEN GALEoNE (US)

On Mountains
In the west and northeast of America, 
there are lots of high mountains that get 
very snowy in winter. And in the 1950s 
and 1960s, Americans seemed to suddenly 
realize that skiing down those mountains 
was a lot of fun. Since then, skiing has been 
a popular recreational winter sport. In the 
northeast, people ski in the mountainous 
states of Vermont, Maine and New 
Hampshire. Out west, the Rocky Mountains 
in Colorado have the most popular ski 
spots. But there’s also great skiing 
in Utah and Montana.

Snowboarding was developed in 
the mid-1960s when some very 
creative (and maybe confused) 
people combined surfing, skiing, 
sledding2 and skateboarding. 
It was highly popular in America 
in the 1990s and early 2000s, but 
has since lost popularity to skiing.

In the Wilderness
Being transported by dogs 
(mushing) in winter has been 
a mode of transportation3 in 
Alaska for about 2,000 years. 

So it’s not surprising that at some point one 
musher said to another: “I bet4 my dogs are 
faster than your dogs.” And the sport of 
dogsled racing5 was born.

The most famous dogsled race in America is 
the Iditarod, a 1,500-kilometer race through 
the Alaskan wilderness. The race takes place 
in early March over about 8–15 days. Mushers 
race 14 dogs through snowstorms with 
temperatures often below zero Fahrenheit 
(-18 °C). In fact, the gale-force6 winds can 
make the temperature with wind chill* an 
unbelievably cold -100°F (-73°C). There are 

also the very real threats7 of getting lost in 
the Alaskan wilderness, falling through the 
ice, or meeting moose8 or wolves.

On Ice
Curling was invented in Scotland in the 
early 16th century, but has recently become 
popular in the US. It involves a “curler” 
sliding9 a 17 to 20-kilogram granite10 stone 
along the ice towards four circles (sort of 
like an archery target11). The object of the 

game is to get the stone closer to 
the center of the circles than the 
opponent’s stone.

After a curler releases the stone 
on the ice, two teammates use 
brushes to quickly sweep12 the 
area in front of it as it slides 
towards the circles. This gives the 
ice less friction13, which makes the 
stone slide straighter on the ice, 
so it doesn’t curl14.

All these options mean there 
is something for everyone. 
America really is a winter sports 
wonderland.

A2–B1 SPORT Activitiestf
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uk British “Winter” 

Sports? Try Not 

to Laugh
Britain and winter sports is a different story. Once, 
when I was a kid, my dad drove us out of the city to 
go sledging. If you are waiting for the point of the 
story, you can stop now. That was the point. As far as 
I remember, that was the only time in my childhood 
that I saw enough snow to use a sledge.
PAUL FARRINGToN-DoUGLAS (UK)

The great British Winter 
Snows
I’m exaggerating15, but only a tiny bit. In 
fact, on the day I’m writing this article, 
British newspapers are describing the 
possibility of “brief snow showers” and 
temperatures as low as 1°C as “an Arctic 
blast16.” Very dramatic. On average across 
the UK, there are only 15.6 days a year 
when snow is on the ground, and most of 
that is just a few centimetres on the tops 
of the highest hills.

British Winter Sports
The point is that there’s really not 
such a thing as winter sports in the UK. 
Scotland gets most of the UK’s snow, and 
there are even several small and very 
expensive ski centres there, but that’s 
not enough to make winter ski trips 
a tradition.

For the most part, our “winter sports” 
are football and rugby. Unlike other 

European countries, there is no winter 
break in Britain. Teams often try to keep 
playing these sports no matter how bad 
the weather, and YouTube is full of very 
funny videos of games played in high 
winds and heavy rain.

Skiing Without Snow
British people who like winter sports 
go to the Alps and, until quite recently, 
that meant it was something for the 
rich. These days snow sports are more 
popular, and about 1.5 million Brits (a bit 
over 2% of us) go skiing or snowboarding 
at least once a year.

But that’s only on snow. The UK also has 
artificial ski slopes17 made of plastic. Both 
of the UK’s Olympic snowboard medal 
winners, Jenny Jones and Billy Morgan, 
learned on these “dry slopes”. They are 
not exactly popular (I’ve never tried one), 
but for Brits who really want to learn to 
ski and snowboard, they are often the 
only option.

1 wilderness  [ˈwɪldənəs] – divočina
2 sledding, go sledding  [ˈsledɪŋ] – 

sáňkování, sáňkovat
3 mode of transportation  [məʊd 

trænspɔːˈteɪʃ(ə)n] – způsob dopravy
4 I bet  [bet] – vsadím se
5 dogsled racing  [ˈdɒɡsled ˈreɪsɪŋ] – 

závod psích spřežení
6 gale-force  [ɡeɪl ˈfɔːs] – silný jako vichřice
7 threat  [θret] – hrozba
8 moose  [muːs] – los
9 to slide  [slaɪd] – sunout
10 granite  [ˈɡrænɪt] – žulový
11 archery target  [ˈɑːtʃəri ˈtɑːɡɪt] – 

lukostřelecký terč
12 to sweep  [swiːp] – zametat
13 friction  [ˈfrɪkʃn] – tření
14 to curl  [kɜːl] – zahnout
15 to exaggerate  [ɪɡˈzædʒəreɪt] – přehánět
16 Arctic blast  [ɑːktɪk ˈblɑːst] – arktický úder
17 artificial ski slope  [ɑːtɪˈfɪʃl ˈskiː sləʊp] – 

umělá sjezdovka

Vocabulary

wind chill – the effect of low temperature 
combined with wind

Glossary

go sledging (BrE) × go sledding (AmE)
transport (BrE) × transportation (AmE)

BrE vs AmE

Discuss

How popular are winter sports in your 
country? Are there mountains / good 
weather conditions?

Which sports are the most common?

Name some famous ski resorts.

Is there a unique winter sport in your 
country? Can you describe it?

Task Answer the 
following questions.

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1 Why are winter sports popular in 
the US and not so much in the UK?

3 What makes the Iditarod 
race challenging?

2 Where do Americans go 
skiing and snowboarding?

4 How is curling played?

5 Where can British people 
learn to ski / snowboard?

6 What are British “winter sports”?
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Access A2
International ESOL
LanguageCert International ESOL is a set of general English 
language qualifications available all over the world, including 
the Czech Republic. They are ideal for candidates who need to 
prove their skills for education purposes. Besides international 
recognition, they are recognised by the Czech Ministry of 
Education and listed in the MŠMT “MATURITA” list.

More information at www.languagecert.org.

a) b) c)

Listening Part 1
You will hear some sentences. You will hear each sentence twice. 
Choose the correct answers.

1.

a) b) c)

2.

a) b) c)

3.

a) b) c)

4.

a)

£15.90

£50.90

£15.19

b) c)

5.

a) b) c)

6.

a) c)

7.

tracks 9–12CDA2 TEST

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

drawing
test

b)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

driving
test

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

driving
test
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Listening Part 2
You will hear some sentences. You will hear each sentence twice. 
Choose the best reply to each sentence.

a) Yes, it’s yours!

b) Yes, you can!

c) Yes, I love it!

1.

a) It’s at Mark’s.

b) It’s tomorrow.

c) It’s really good.

2.

a) You can do it for me.

b) I can explain it to you.

c) He can’t understand you.

3.

a) Yes, of course.

b) Yes, that’s it.

c) Yes, he is.

4.

a) Congratulations.

b) No problem.

c) Thank you.

5.

a) I’m not sure.

b) I think he did.

c) I said goodbye.

6.

a) He can look later.

b) He’s tall and slim.

c) He really likes it.

7.
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Listening Part 3
You will hear some short conversations. You will hear 
each conversation twice. Choose the correct answer for 
each conversation.

Listening Part 4
You will hear someone talking. You will hear the person twice. 
Complete the information. Write short answers of one to 
three words.

Message pad

1. Type of cake:

2. Spelling of name on cake:

3. Daughter’s age:

4. Colour of cake:

5. Day to collect cake:

6. Telephone number:

The man wants the woman to

a) work late today.

b) tell him the time.

c) have dinner early.

Conversation 1

The woman thinks the curtains at home are

a) the wrong colour red.

b) a bit boring.

c) quite old now.

Conversation 2

What’s the boy doing?

a) Watching television.

b) Studying for a test.

c) Sleeping in bed.

Conversation 3

The speakers are

a) brother and sister.

b) manager and worker.

c) customer and shop assistant.

Conversation 4

The woman thought the cartoon was

a) interesting.

b) fantastic.

c) funny.

Conversation 5

The speakers are in

a) their own office.

b) the man’s kitchen.

c) a new restaurant.

Conversation 6
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Reading Part 1
Read the texts. Choose the correct answer to complete each text.

a) Dawe

b) Daniel

c) Douglas

a) bedroom

b) kitchen

c) bathroom

a) Oranges

b) Pizza

c) Tea

Today's main courses

Hamburgers  £ 5.50

Fish and chips  £ 7.90

____________  £ 5.25

Spaghetti  £ 3.50

1.

4.

a) Since

b) When

c) Then

5.

6.

Mum,

I left my school bag 

in the ______ . It’s 

next to the cooker. Can 

you bring it to school 

for me?

a) but

b) so

c) because

2.

a) small

b) full

c) hard

3.

Sammy,
Thank you so much for 
the puzzle you gave me. 
It’s really _______ 
so my mum is helping 
me to finish it.

The weather is going to be 
sunny today _______________ 
tomorrow there is going to be 
some rain in the afternoon.

Student 5-a-side Football Team
in alphabetical order

Ahmed
Davies
__________________
Dillen
Stephens
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Reading Part 2
Read the text. Choose the correct words to complete each 
sentence. There is one extra word or phrase you will not need.

Hi Simon, thanks for your letter. How are you?

We’re going to buy a new house soon. Downstairs, it 

has (1) _______________ Upstairs, there (2) _______________ 

In the garden, we’re going to (3) _______________ My mum 

says we can swim there (4) _______________ She’s also 

going to buy a large, wooden table (5) _______________ 

I hope (6) _______________ My mum says you can visit us, 

along with your family, in the summer.

Mike

A it’s going to be sunny this year.

B when it’s warm outside.

C I didn’t like the bathroom.

D so we can have dinner.

E a lovely, new kitchen.

F build a swimming pool.

G are two bedrooms.

Reading Part 3
Read the four texts. Which text gives you the answer to each 
question? Choose the correct text (A–D) for each question.

Which text tells you:

1. who can enjoy themselves at the farm? 

2. how much tickets cost? 

3. where the farm is? 

4. why the farm is selling things? 

5. what time the farm closes? 

6. why someone didn’t like the farm? 

7. that the farm wants to get bigger? 

Animal Farm
Come and learn about different animals from all 
over the world.
Price: £14
Special prices for groups
Open: 9-5 seven days a week
Restaurant open: 12-2

A

Hi Manny,

We visited an animal farm with our school. I was sad 
because I wanted to see animals from America but there 
weren’t any. They sell lunch there but it wasn’t very good 
either and it cost a lot!

Carl

B

Animal Farm Shop

We are trying to buy new animals from other countries to 
add to our farm. Help us get more money by visiting our 
shop. You can buy toys and books about all the animals 
we have.

Closed on Mondays.

C

The animal farm on Dunst Street is small. Our writer 
visited the farm. She said it doesn’t have a large 
variety of animals but school children can have fun 
there. There are also cheaper tickets for groups.

D

34 Gate January-February 2021



Reading Part 4
Read the text and the questions. Choose the correct answer for 
each question.

What is Jesse best-known for now?

a) Dancing.

b) Singing.

c) Writing.

In the film Captain J, Jesse

a) goes to Tokyo.

b) sings a sad song.

c) saves the world.

Jesse’s most popular album was

a) My Life.

b) Fever.

c) Dance.

What does Jesse’s home still have?

a) A zoo.

b) A train.

c) A lake.

How many sons were there in the Jones family?

a) Five.

b) Six.

c) Four.

What is Jesse’s daughter’s name?

a) Jane.

b) Lisa.

c) Marie.

What did the president of the USA do?

a) Asked Jesse to sing a song for him.

b) Thanked Jesse for helping other people.

c) Invited Jesse to go on television with him.

Jesse Jones was born on 5 November 
1960, in Michigan, USA. His dad, Joe, 
played the guitar and his mum, Anna, 
stayed at home.

Jesse was well-known as a dancer and 
song writer, but today he’s most famous 
for his singing. He started singing with 
his four older brothers in a group called 
The Jones, but they had a sister too. 
She joined them later. In 1978, Jesse 
decided to sing on his own and made 
many albums, including Dance, My Life 
and Fever. The first was also his best-
selling album.

Jesse earned a lot of money from his 
music and advertisements on television, 
but he also gave a lot to people with 

problems. In 1984, the president of 
the United States thanked him for this. 
Jesse also acted in several movies. 
One of these was ‘Captain J’. In it, he 
sings to a sad queen who wants war. 
His song makes her happy and then 
she is not bad anymore. After that, the 
world is safe again. The film came out in 
America in 1986 and in Tokyo in 1987.

Jesse had two children, a boy and a girl, 
with his wife, Lisa. His son is also called 
Jesse. He was born in 1991 and Jane was 
born one year later. Jesse built a zoo, 
a train and a lake with boats in the 
garden of his house. The children loved 
these but now they are grown up and 
only the lake is left.Jones

Jesse

1. 5.

3. 7.

2. 6.

4.

Solutions in the TF
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What type of flower shouldn’t 
you give on Valentine’s Day?

Cauliflower.

I used to open so many 
Valentine’s Day cards. 

Eventually, the post 
office fired me for it.

nappy – plenka, to fire sb. – vyhodit někoho

Santa:
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