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Hidden 
word 
puzzle – 
and online 
quiz!
There’s a special word for all the 
skills of a spy. It’s hidden in this 
grid. To find the words, take our 
screen spies picture quiz – one of 
the words is in each quiz question. 
The definitions are below.

Enter this link into your browser or 
scan the QR code: https://tinyurl.
com/GateScreenSpies

Learning New Vocabulary

1.	 A professional killer

2.	 (About a man): Older, with greying hair, 
a bit rough, with the beginning of a beard

3.	 Two brilliant people who work very well together (2 words)

4.	 Tough, dangerous and cool

5.	 Smooth and sophisticated like 007

6.	 Seen, noticed, recognised (informal)

7.	 Someone who doesn‘t follow the 
rules of an organisation, independent

8.	 A person with no fear who loves to do dangerous things

9.	 A beautiful but very dangerous woman who men 
fall in love with, French expression (2 words)

10.	 Different from what is usually done or accepted
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Prediction – Reading 
Comprehension

Real Spies
You’re going to read about a real-life spy who worked for the 
CIA. Before you start, see if you can guess the answers to these 
questions. When you’ve finished, read the article and check 
your answers.

Now read the article once more and 
answer the following questions:

After-Reading Activity

 Why are spy agencies like the CIA, MI6, Mossad 
etc. called “intelligence agencies”?

A	 They are the brains of a country.
B	 You need to be very intelligent to work there.
C	 “Intelligence” also means “information”.

1

What is a “covert source”?1

What is “COMINT”?

A	 Communications intelligence
B	 Community interaction
C	 Command integration

2

Why is it important for an intelligence officer to 
have empathy for their sources?2

What does an “arms smuggler” sell?

A	 Human body parts (for transplants)
B	 Illegal weapons (guns, explosives, etc.)
C	 Drugs

3

What was Amaryllis Fox doing at university when 
the CIA noticed her?3

Which of these is the best CV for a spy?

A	 Decades of training as a soldier, athlete and 
martial artist

B	 A warm, friendly personality and a good eye 
for detail

C	 The ability to let people die when it is 
necessary

4

What did the CIA teach Amaryllis? (Write 2 things)4

Why does Amaryllis say a “chase scene” would be 
a disaster for a real spy?5

Why did “Jakab” decide to help Amaryllis?6

What was Amaryllis’ biggest fear, and why?7
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Can you match each 

country with its flag?

Task
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Discussion
Can you guess which English-

speaking countries are shown in 

the photos? What do you know 

about them?Which other countries have 

a good level of English?

A MaltaB IndiaC PakistanD The Philippines
E JamaicaF Trinidad and Tobago

G NigeriaH KenyaI MalawiJ Zimbabwe
K Zambial UgandaM Cameroon1
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Učitelé, kteří objednávají 
11 a více kusů předplatného, 
dostávají učitelskou sadu – 
časopis, CD, Teachers’ File, 
karta, výukový plakát 
a kalendář – zdarma.

I. Nepravidelná slovesa se stejným tvarem

II. Nepravidelná slovesa se stejným tvarem minulého času 
a příčestí minulého

III. Nepravidelná slovesa se stejným tvarem infinitivu 
a příčestí minulého

IV. Nepravidelná slovesa se změnou samohlásky i-a-u

V. Nepravidelná slovesa s -o v minulém čase a příčestím 
končícím na -n

VI. Nepravidelná slovesa s -ew v minulém čase a příčestím 
končícím na -own

Grammar Box
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Irregular Verbs
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All these verbs were in the article. Decide if they are regular 
or irregular verbs. Write the correct past simple and past 
participle form.

Grammar Activity

Nepravidelná slovesa v angličtině je nutné naučit se 
nazpaměť (např. be was / were been). Nejlepší je zapsat 
si u každého nového nepravidelného slovesa jeho tvary 
v minulém čase a příčestí minulém. Při učení nám může 
pomoci rozdělení do skupin podle podobnosti tvarů.

Help 1

U sloves, která se liší ve všech třech tvarech 
(infinitiv, minulý čas a příčestí minulé), se dají slovesa 
seskupit podle změn uprostřed slova. Zjednodušeně 
řečeno, slovesa zní podobně v jednotlivých tvarech, 
např. drive drove driven, rise rose risen atd.

Help 2

amaryllis fox  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

james bond  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

ethan hunt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

myself  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

the president  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

a cia agent  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Write sentences in the past simple about the following 
people. Choose any verbs from the list above.

Task

cost  cost  cost hit  hit  hitcut  cut  cut

begin  began  begun

forget  forgot  forgotten

throw  threw  thrown

swim  swam  swum drink  drank  drunk

speak  spoke  spoken break  broke  broken

know  knew  known blow  blew  blown

send  sent  sent

lose  lost  lost keep  kept  kept

run  ran  run

come  came  comebecome  became  become

Znáte další nepravidelná slovesa,
která by se dala zařadit do těchto
skupin? Napadají vás další možné

skupiny nepravidelných sloves? Ve kterých
nepravidelných slovesech děláte nejvíce chyb?



B1  Phenomenon

J a m e s  B o n d .

E v e l y n  S a l t .

J a s o n  B o u r n e .

T h e i r  o n - s c r e e n  a d v e n t u r e s  a r e

d r a m a t i c ,  e x c i t i n g  a n d  a   l o t  o f 

n o n s e n s e 1 .  S e c r e t  g ove r nm e n t 2  a g e n t s 

d o  e x i s t ,  b u t  t h e  l i f e  o f  a   r e a l  s p y  i s

a   l o n g  w a y  f r o m  t h e  m o v i e s .

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)
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1	 nonsense �[ˈnɒnsns] – nesmysl
2	 government �[ˈɡʌvənmənt] – vláda, vládní
3	 former �[ˈfɔːmə(r)] – bývalý
4	 to provide �[prəˈvaɪd] – poskytnout
5	 source �[sɔːs] – zdroj
6	 to convince �[kənˈvɪns] – přesvědčit
7	 to get engaged �[ɪnˈɡeɪdʒd] – zasnoubit se
8	 covert �[ˈkʌvət] – tajný
9	 arms smuggler �[ɑːmz ˈsmʌɡlə(r)] – 

pašerák zbraní
10	to torture �[ˈtɔːtʃə(r)] – týrat
11	 special forces �[ˈspeʃl ˈfɔːsɪz] – zvláštní 

jednotky
12	 refugee camp �[refjuˈdʒiː kæmp] – 

uprchlický tábor
13	 pattern �[ˈpætn] – model
14	 invisible �[ɪnˈvɪzəbl] – neviditelný
15	 to juggle �[ˈdʒʌɡl] – žonglovat
16	chase �[tʃeɪs] – honička
17	 arms dealer �[ɑːmz ˈdiːlə(r)] – 

obchodník se zbraněmi
18	act �[ækt] – jednání
19	 fake �[feɪk] – falešný
20	in the long term – dlouhodobě

Vocabulary

CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) – 
US government agency that collects 
information about other countries

Glossary

Ex-CIA* officer Amaryllis Fox is one of 
a few former3 intelligence officers who has 
decided to tell people about the real life 
of a spy. As you will see, the job is difficult 
and often dangerous, but it’s not what you 
might expect.

Getting Close to the Source
The people who speak to intelligence 
officers are called covert8 sources. A covert 
source could be someone who works for 
a government (like Robert Hanssen, a top 
FBI agent who sold thousands of secrets 
to the KGB for millions of dollars).

Getting information from terrorist 
organisations and from arms 
smugglers9 is far more difficult. 
People in such groups often have 
very complicated feelings about 
what they’re doing. They usually 
have reasons to not trust British 
or American officers. If they 
get caught, they may be put in 
prison, tortured10 or killed, so the 
ideal is to have a lot of trust and 
empathy for your sources.

Agent Skills
Some of the skills the CIA taught her 
were like those in the movies, such as 
how to shoot and how not to give away 
any information if tortured, but mostly 
the lessons were in how to be invisible14. 
For the 90 % of the time you’re not on 
a job, she says, you’re being as boring as 
possible. “All that roof-jumping and gun-
juggling15 in the movies? One chase16 scene 
and it’s finished. You’re either out of the 
country or you’re in jail.” James Bond, in 
other words, would be a terrible agent.

The Perfect Spy
When the CIA noticed Amaryllis, at the age 
of 20, she wasn’t a special forces11 soldier, 
highly skilled thief or a fan of extreme 
sports. She had skills that were much more 
useful. In her teens, she had worked in 

a refugee camp12 in Thailand. 
Then, at university, 

she spent hundreds 
of hours finding 

data on historical 
terrorist attacks 
and looking for 
new patterns13. 
She loved and 

cared about people, 
and she was good at 

doing careful, boring 
research. A million 

miles from James Bond, and 
exactly what the CIA wanted.

The CIA once 
showed her a photo 
of herself alone in 
her bedroom. It had 
been taken by the 
Chinese spy, then 
stolen from the Chinese by the Americans. 
This was one of the biggest stresses of the 
job. Being watched the whole time means 
you can never be yourself. “In that situation 
it’s very lonely,” she says.

Her biggest fear was whether she was 
really saving lives in the long term20. “You 
might know you’ve saved lives in the short 
term by killing a terrorist leader, but it could 
mean more deaths in the future because 
you’ve made a new enemy. We all worry 
about that all the time.”

The Killer Who Turned
One of Amaryllis’ successes was “turning” an 
illegal arms dealer17. “Jakab” was a scary and 
dangerous criminal from a former communist 
country. She learned that he thought 
that selling weapons to terrorists was OK 
because they were used to fight against bad 
governments. Slowly, she helped him see 
how terrorist attacks give bad governments 
the excuse for bad acts18. At last, he decided 
to help her and she was able to stop a plan 
to use a radiation bomb in Karachi, Pakistan. 
“That’s the work that human intelligence 

officers do,” she says, “and it’s very 
quiet and it takes a long time.”

Living Under the 
Microscope
As an intelligence agent, Amaryllis had 

a fake19 identity and a fake job as an art 
dealer in Shanghai. This gave her good 
reasons to travel and meet people. She 
and her husband lived in a house with 
a cleaner. Sounds nice? Well, the cleaner 
was a Chinese spy.

Intelligence Test
First, a quick explanation. 
Intelligence agencies (= tajné 
služby) provide4 intelligence 
(“intel”) to governments. In this 
context “intelligence” or “intel” 
means information, not brains! 
Most of it comes from public 
sources5 or from things like 
hacking computers and phones. 
This is called communications 
intelligence, or COMINT.

Spying is called human intelligence, 
or HUMINT, and the agents are called 
intelligence officers. They don’t get inside 
enemy organisations themselves. They find 
people already inside and “turn” them – that 
is, convince6 them to provide information.

Amaryllis explains the difference between 
COMINT and HUMINT: 
“It’s like the difference 

between the friends 
you follow on social 

media and the 
friends you meet 
once a week for 
a drink. On social 

media, you know if 
they’ve had a baby, or 

if they get engaged7. 
But if you meet 

them once 
a week you know 
how they feel.”

Discuss

Find in the text the skills and personal 
qualities you need to be a good intelligence 
officer.

What are some challenges of the job?

Do you think you would make a good agent? 
Why / Why not?


