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B1–B2 LITERATURE CD Track 23

A Timeless Classic
Why has Jane Eyre remained popular for 

so long? Partly it is the descriptiveness 

of Charlotte Brontë’s writing. She drew 

on images from her personal life and 

1  her stories seem real. 

Readers can 2  with 

Jane and understand the pressures she 

lives under, despite how much society has 

changed since Brontë wrote. The heroine’s 

life is 3  by struggle, 

with challenging experiences pushing her 

forward until she learns to find the beauty 

and happiness of life that come after pain.

Jane Eyre’s Places
Each episode in Jane’s life 

4  place in a different 

location – and each location symbolises an 

important part of her life, whether a place 

of happiness or misery. As she moves 

on from place to place, she visibly grows 

and 5  into a wise and 

independent woman.

We first get to know Jane Eyre as 

a child living with a cruel aunt. The child 

is sent to Lowood School, where she 

6  with poor living 

conditions that badly affect her health (this 

is inspired by Brontë’s own experience). 

Despite that, she 7  

a teacher. 

Jane 8  for the position 

of governess at Thornfield Hall, the home of 

a wealthy gentleman named Mr Rochester. 

She teaches Adele, Mr Rochester’s 

stepdaughter. It doesn‘t take long for 

Jane to 9  in love with 

her employer. Her feelings are returned, 

and the two eventually agree to marry. 

Unfortunately, a man 10  

up at the wedding, revealing that 

Mr Rochester is already married. Though 

Mr Rochester still wants to be with her, 

Jane runs away – the move once again 

11  a new stage in her 

growth to adulthood and maturity.

Jane is lost and alone; sick and 

homeless in a faraway, unfamiliar place. 

She is 12  from misery by 

a clergyman, St John• Rivers, and his sisters. 

They 13  care of her and 

are later found to be her distant relatives. 

St John offers to marry Jane, though she 

ultimately 14  .

Jane returns to Thornfield Hall and finds 

that Mr Rochester is no longer there. Nor 

is the Hall itself: Mr Rochester’s former 

wife 15  the house to 

the ground and took her own life. Jane 

16  Mr Rochester, leading 

to one of literature’s most famous lines: 

“Reader, I married him.” Jane can finally 

start her own family.

Currer, Ellis and Acton? 
Charlotte Brontë was born in 1816, the third 

of six children. Her two younger sisters, 

Emily and Anne, 17  writers 

as well. Today, Emily’s Wuthering Heights, 

Anne’s Agnes Grey and Charlotte’s Jane 

Eyre are known and loved as classics of 

English literature. At the time, however, 

women weren’t 18  

to write, and those that did could 

attract a lot of criticism. Like their 

contemporary Mary Ann Evans, better 

known as George Eliot, the Brontë sisters 

initially 19  under male 

pseudonyms as Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell. 

Charlotte 20  the sisters’ 

true identities in 1850, after Emily and Anne 

were already dead. Charlotte herself died 

five years later.

A LIFE IN PLACES
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë
Jane Eyre is one of the most 
famous novels of 19th-century 
English literature. It was 
first published as Jane Eyre: 
An Autobiography 175 years ago, 
originally with the author’s name 
given as Currer Bell. It was an 
almost immediate success and 
has remained popular ever since.

Kristýna Šeděnková (CZ)
Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

Solutions on the CD, in the online TF 
and next month on the Bridge websiteS

TASK
After reading the comic in the magazine 
and listening to the ending of 
the story, read this article that 
gives some more information about 
Charlotte Brontë and Jane Eyre. Fill 
in the missing verbs. Then listen to 
the recording to check your answers.

applies
became
becomes
burned
empathise
expected
fall

finds
made
matures
published
refuses
revealed
saved

shaped
shows
signifies
struggles
take
takes

CULTURE POINT
St John is both a family name and a given 
name in the UK. As a given name it is very 
uncommon and usually upper-class.  

Charlotte 
Brontë
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