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UČITEĽSKÁ SADA K ČASOPISOM
Učitelia, ktorí si objednávajú 11 a viac kusov predplatného, získavajú 
ku každému vydaniu časopisu učiteľskú sadu. Učiteľská sada je nepredajná.

KAŽDÝ MESIAC RAZ ZA ROK

KĽÚČ K UČITEĽSKEJ SADE
Čím viac časopisov objednáte, 
tým viac sád dostanete.

11–20 ks 1 ks
21–60 ks 2 ks
61–90 ks 3 ks
91–120 ks 4 ks
121–150 ks 5 ks
151–180 ks 6 ks
181–200 ks 7 ks
201–260 ks 8 ks
261–300 ks 9 ks
301 ks a viac 10 ks a  viac
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AKO OBJEDNAŤ
 www.bridge‑online.cz/sk/objednavka

 objednavky@bridge‑online.sk
 +421 949 306 413

Číslo účtu pre Slovensko (EUR): 
SK4009000000005128196156

A1–A2
základné školy
5.–7. trieda ZŠ

A2–B1
základné a stredné školy
8. trieda ZŠ–1. ročník SŠ

B1–B2 
stredné školy
2.–4. ročník SŠ

A0–A1 
základné školy
3.–5. trieda ZŠ

CENY ROČNÉHO PREDPLATNÉHO 2022/23
1–10 ks

predplatného


14 EUR
+ 9 EUR poštovné a  balné

11–30 ks
predplatného


13 EUR

31 a viac ks
predplatného


13 EUR*

* Zľava pre objednávajúceho 
učiteľa 1 EUR za každé 

predplatné
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GET IN TOUCH!
Is there anything you’d like us to 
write about, from a topical issue 
to your favourite stars? Would 
you like to try co-writing an 
article with one of our editors? 
Or do you have any ideas for 
how to make Bridge better? 
You can always write to us at 
readers@bridge-online.cz.

KEY TO ICONS 
CD  Listening on CD

TF  Extra materials 
in the Teachers’ File (TF)

W  Extra materials online
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Dear Readers,
Well, it’s summer at last! The sun is shining, 

the exams are (almost?) over, the holidays lie 
ahead. Any plans? A bit of travelling, maybe some 
festivals…? After reading about Imagine Dragons 
in this issue, I’m sure you’ll be looking forward to 
a summer of live music as much as we are.

If you’re planning on travel, you could 
consider Korea. It might not be top of everyone’s 
destination list, but after you read Bridge, I think 
you’ll agree it sounds a fascinating place. Or try 
Scotland – we visit exciting places there in this 
issue as well. Wherever you go, our article on how 
to travel cheaply will help.

Our feature on Korea was researched and 
written mostly by one of our loyal readers, 
by the way. And she’s not the only reader to 
contribute to this issue; another student helped 
us with a great article on the stories behind insect 
names. I think you’ll love that, too.

And what else do we have? We take a look at 
disinformation online and how to spot it – a vital 
life skill. We cover a few American holidays, 
including the first new addition to the federal 
holiday timetable in nearly 40 years. Do you know 
what that is? Plus, we have prepared a two‑page 
guide for your speaking exam preparation.

And there’s even more in this huge double 
issue, from unusual sports to exam practice. Enjoy 
reading, and have a great summer! 

Paul Farrington-Douglas  
& the Bridge team
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B2 ISSUE TF Activities

Disinformation or 
Misinformation?
Disinformation is deliberately dishonest, 
designed to make you believe something 
false, such as a faked video. There’s 
also misinformation, which is incorrect 
information that’s communicated in 
the belief that it’s honest and true. Both can 
be spread by people with good intentions as 
well as by bad actors*.

Fact‑checking organisations exist that 
can help us find out the truth, but there 
are some simple skills we can learn to tell 
the facts from the fakes. Knowing the tricks 
used to spread disinformation can also 
help us to use our judgment before clicking 
“share” or “retweet”. 

Context Is King
Even a real photo or video can become 
disinformation if it’s presented out of 
context. Maybe someone has edited it to 
remove events before, during and after 

that might give a different story. Or it can 
be even simpler, as when an image or video 
is incorrectly described by a caption or 
social media post. In early March, photos 
went viral on pro‑Russian social media that 
seemed to show make‑up artists preparing 
Ukrainians to appear as crisis actors*. 
The pictures were real, but from the filming 
of a TV show in 2020.  

TIPS Try to find the original source of 
any video. Is there a longer version? 

Is there any other footage of the event or 
subject? Try a reverse image search (a search 
that uses a picture or video instead of words 
to search) and check the earliest upload dates. 
Car models, license plates, billboards, weather,  
languages and other information can help 
you to get an idea of location and time. 

Listen and Learn
Fake videos need sound, and a lot of fake 
sound comes from video games, platform 
effects (like in TikTok) or other videos. Just 
before the invasion of Ukraine, the Russian 
government published a video of an 
“attempted Ukrainian terrorist attack”. 
The sounds of gunfire and explosions in 
the background matched a much older 
video (found on YouTube) from an army 
training exercise in Finland. 

TIPS Listen for strange things in 
the sound, such as changes in 

background noise, a sudden and unnatural 
change from one sound to another or 

sounds that seem “cleaner” than others. 
These can be clues that someone has edited 
the sounds.  

From Fiction to Fact
Images, screenshots and videos that were 
originally made as fiction or satire can end 
up being presented as real. In every recent 
war, there have been videos claiming to 
show fighting or bombing that actually 
came from the war simulation game 
Arma 3. Even the BBC shared one of these 
in early March, though it was taken down 
(= removed) very quickly. 

TIPS Look at the image or video 
on a larger screen. Try to find 

the original source. Do a google search for 
any text, such as a newspaper headline. 
Try a reverse image search to find other 
versions.

Read My Lips
Videos with people speaking in other 
languages are often shared with bad 
translations that can be misleading 
(sometimes intentionally, at other times 
by accident). Dubbing can be used to 
completely change what was originally said 
(Russian TV is particularly known for this). 

TIPS Look for discussions of 
the translation or other available 

translations. If you have a transcript of 
the audio, run it through DeepL or other 
good translation software. 

Governments, charities, 
the newspapers and TV, 
celebrities and social media 
can all spread bad information, 
whether knowingly or not. But 
we don’t need to be helpless 
victims of fake news. 

Andrew Power (UK)
Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

DON’T BE 
DISINFORMED!

War photographer Brian Walski was caught using photoshop trickery to “improve the composition” of one picture by merging it with another.

+ =
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Spot the ’Shop
You know, of course, how easily photos 
can be changed with software such as 
Photoshop. Such changes can go from 
simply cropping the picture to changing 
parts of the picture, merging (= combining) 
it with other pictures and so on. It’s harder 
than you might think to do a photoshop job 
that is truly impossible to spot. 

TIPS Search for other versions of 
the image using reverse image 

search. Check if it has been flipped (like in 
a mirror), as people often do this to make 
an image search harder. Enlarge the image 
and look for signs that the image has been 
changed (such as places where part of 
the image has been copied, where straight 
lines are bent or where the pixelation is 
clearly different).     

Bot Spotting
Fake social media users known as bots 
are among the biggest spreaders of 
disinformation. A standard bot farm* 
run by a handful of people can control 
over 10,000 accounts, posting hundreds 
of thousands of times a month, and an 
estimated 25% of social media activity 
comes from such bots. They are most active 
on controversial political issues. 

TIPS It’s no longer easy to spot bots. 
Signs can include a social media 

account that is quite recent and mainly 
takes provocative positions on controversial 
issues, a user name containing a lot of 
numbers, and a surprising number of 
followers (bots follow each other). 

Is This Even Real?
Deepfakes (fake images, videos and audio 
made using artificial intelligence) are 
getting better and easier to make. We’ve 
already seen at least one deepfake in 
this war – a video that seemed to show 
president Zelenskyy telling Ukrainian 
soldiers to surrender (= stop fighting and 
admit defeat). There have also been fake 
companies and social‑media bot accounts 
using deepfake photos as profile pictures.

TIPS Look closely at hair, ears and teeth. 
Check any jewellery, the patterns 

of clothing, the symmetry of eyeglasses 
and the pupils of the eyes (human pupils 
are perfectly spherical, but deepfake ones 
are almost always not). Look at the edges 
of things. In videos, also look for odd 
movements and for places where the image 
looks blurred. 

Watch Out!
Don’t get too confident in your skills, 
and remember that the clues to fakery 
can sometimes be wrong. One viral video 
of Russian president Putin speaking to 
the media seemed to show him move his 

GLOSSARY*
bad actor – a person or organisation responsible 

for actions that are harmful or wrong
crisis actor – a person supposedly paid to be a fake 

victim of a disaster; many conspiracy theories 
involve belief in crisis actors

bot farm – a building full of computers and SIM 
cards used to run many thousands of fake 
social‑media profiles (“bots”)

hand through a microphone. People thought 
this was proof of a fake, but a higher‑quality 
version showed no such effect. It was 
a compression artefact – a visual illusion 
created when someone used software to 
make the video file smaller. 

In a 2008 Iranian missile test, one rocket didn’t work – except in official 
photographs. Can you see where parts of the image appear twice?

A Ukrainian “crisis actor” having makeup applied for a fake war scene? 
No: behind-the-scenes photos from a TV show filmed two years ago.

These deepfake faces look almost completely real, even in the details. 
But what about the strange clothes?
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INDEPENDENCE DAY
The Fourth of July, also known as 
Independence Day, is the anniversary 
of the day in 1776 that the Declaration 
of Independence was adopted by 
the Continental Congress*. One of 
the Founding Fathers*, Thomas Jefferson, 
wrote most of this important document. It 
stated that the 13 former British colonies of 
America were no longer under the rule of 
the king. 

The Argument for Revolution
In fact, the American Revolutionary War had already started 
more than a year before, but the Declaration of Independence 
was important because of the argument it made. The document 
argues that the colonists had the right to declare themselves free 
from a government that they considered oppressive and unfair. It 
persuaded citizens of the newly declared United States to work 
together and inspired many to join the fight. It was also intended 
to convince other countries, especially France, that the US was 
right to declare independence. The Continental Congress wished to 
persuade them to help. And it worked. France did send military aid 
to the US, which helped them win the war. 

Fireworks and Fun
Americans have celebrated the Fourth of July since 1777. Over 
the years, the celebrations have grown to include parades in 
Revolutionary costume, American‑themed music, large firework 
displays and, of course, barbecues. 

JUNETEENTH
The Evil of Slavery
In the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson writes that “all men 
are created equal” and that they have the “unalienable* rights” to 
“life, liberty and the pursuit* of happiness”. However, not everyone 
was free in the US, even after the Revolutionary War. Millions of 
African Americans were enslaved. In fact, of the 56 men who signed 
the Declaration of Independence, 41 owned slaves. 

Slavery was most common in the South•, where huge numbers 
worked on large farms called plantations. Life as a slave was 
horrific. Slaves could be abused and whipped* at their master’s 
will, they had to live in dirty, crowded quarters, and their families 
were frequently separated when members were sold. Still, many of 
the white people in power did not want slavery to end, as it was so 
important to the economy of the South. 

B2 HOLIDAYS CD Track 8 TF Activities

Americans have three federal holidays between the end of May and 
the beginning of July. Memorial Day, Juneteenth and the Fourth of 
July are all seen by Americans as a good excuse to barbecue and spend 
time outdoors with family. But these three holidays have more in 
common than grills and fireworks: they commemorate times when 
history was written in blood. 

Anastasia Mouser (USA)

DAYS OF 

July 4th, Juneteenth 

Independence Day celebrations include parades in 
Revolutionary costume.

HISTORY 
AND HONOR
and Memorial Day in the US
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The Civil War  
and the End of Slavery
In 1860, the anti‑slavery politician Abraham 
Lincoln was elected president. Seven 
Southern states immediately seceded from 
(= left) the US and formed the Confederate 
States of America. Fighting began between 
the South (the Confederacy) and North 
(the Union) on April 12th 1861. Four more 
“slave states” joined the Confederacy, and 
war raged for four bloody years. 

Although the Confederate states said 
they were no longer subject to laws made 
in the United States, the US government 
did not agree. On January 1st 1863, in 
the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln 
declared a legal end to slavery in the rebel states. The Union won 
the war a few months later, and the last slaves in the Confederate 
states were freed on June 19th 1865. Ironically, there were still slaves 
in some Union states until slavery was abolished (= ended) under 
the Constitution six months later. 

Juneteenth or Freedom Day
Over the years, Juneteenth (June + Nineteenth) has become 
the day to commemorate the end of slavery. In the modern era, it 
is celebrated with garden parties, fireworks and family time. It’s 
popular to drink red drinks such as strawberry soda, with the color 
being a reminder of the bloodshed of slaves. Many people celebrate 
African American culture and heritage, reading works by black 
authors and singing traditional songs. In 2021, Juneteenth became 
a federal holiday. That means many Americans also get the day off 
from work to rest and remember. 

MEMORIAL DAY
Another holiday with roots during the Civil War era is Memorial 
Day. Originally called Decoration Day, it began during the Civil War 
when people started decorating the graves of soldiers that had 
died in battle. After the First World War, the holiday was renamed 
Memorial Day and became a day to honor American soldiers killed 
in all US wars. From 1971, Memorial Day has been regularly observed 
on the last Monday of May. 

Flags In
One of the most significant events on Memorial Day takes place 
at the Arlington National Cemetery in Virginia. Fallen American 
soldiers have been buried in this cemetery since the Civil War. 
Located in this cemetery is the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, where 
three unidentified soldiers are buried. The tomb commemorates 
all unidentified US soldiers killed in battle. On Memorial Day, 
a ceremony takes place here in which a large wreath* is laid• before 
the tomb. Flags are also placed before the more than 228,000 
graves in Arlington, in an event known as Flags In. 

A Day to Remember
Many people spend the day off relaxing outdoors, eating food from 
the grill and enjoying time with their families. While Americans rest, 
they are also reminded to take time to remember those who laid 
down their lives for their country.

GLOSSARY*
Continental Congress – parliaments that ruled 

the 13 colonies and the early United States 
Founding Fathers – the men who created 

the American Constitution 
unalienable [ʌnˈeɪliənəbl] – cannot be removed
pursuit [pəˈsjuːt] – trying to achieve something
to whip [wɪp] – to hit with a whip (= a long thin piece 

of rope or leather attached to a handle)
wreath [riːθ]– flowers, leaves, etc. arranged in 

the shape of a circle

LANGUAGE POINT•
LIE AND LAY
Lay is the past simple of the verb to lie, as in, I lay 
down on the bed. The past participle is lain. There 
is also a different verb, to lay, which means to place 
something (or someone) in a flat or lying position: 
Lay her on the bed, please. The past simple and past 
participle of this verb are both laid. Both verbs also 
have multiple other meanings.

CULTURE POINT
The South
The American South is a geographic 
and cultural region that includes 
16 states in the south-eastern US. 
The name is confusing because it 
refers to the southern US as it was in 
the 18th century, before the US included 
any of today’s southwestern states. 

Juneteenth has been 
celebrated in the US 
since the 1860s, but 
only became a federal 
holiday in 2021. 

Over 135,000 people visit the Arlington National Cemetery on the Memorial Day weekend.
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SKARA BRAE 
Off the north coast of mainland Scotland lies the group of 
islands known as Orkney. Surrounded by the North Sea, 
they are a place of stunning natural beauty and home to 
many species of wildlife, like seals, whales and many kinds of 
seabirds. However, most visitors come here for a chance to step 
back in time – about 5,000 years back in time.

On the west coast of Orkney’s biggest island, called Mainland, 
are the remarkably well‑preserved remains of the Neolithic 
village of Skara Brae. In the winter of 1850, a storm ripped away 
the surface of a large sand dune. The next day locals discovered 
the remains of eight interconnected stone cottages that are 
older than Stonehenge and the Pyramids of Giza.

Each cottage has the same layout, with one room of about 
40m2 containing built‑in stone furniture, including a fireplace, 
two beds, and a dresser where special possessions were 
probably stored. Various artefacts have been discovered at 
the site which help paint a picture of our ancient relatives. 
Tools show that they were fishermen, hunters and farmers, 
but other objects like jewellery and dice* show that their lives 
weren’t just about hard work. No weapons have been found, so 
it suggests they were a peaceful group of people.

It seems that the village was eventually abandoned around 
2500BC, although why is a mystery. Some suggest a huge 
sandstorm made the village uninhabitable*, others that 
the residents simply moved to more productive lands. After 
they were gone, sands covered Skara Brae for over 4,000 years, 
meaning the village was protected from the weather. What was 
revealed by the storm in 1850 is the best example of a Neolithic 
village in all of Europe.

B1–B2 SCOTLAND CD Track 9 TF Activities

HIDDEN 
SCOTLAND
There’s much more to Scotland than just Glasgow 
and Edinburgh, the Highlands and hidden 
prehistoric monsters. Here are a few lesser‑known 
places and things that are well worth seeing.

Liam Peach (UK)

THE PAISLEY ABBEY 
ALIEN GARGOYLE
Paisley Abbey is a church located in the town of Paisley which 
dates back to the 12th century. There are plenty of other 
churches in Scotland that are more remarkable, but Paisley 
Abbey contains one thing that attracts tourists from all over: 
its unusual gargoyle*.

In 1991, the original gargoyles were in a bad state 
and needed to be replaced, so the church hired a stone 
masonry* company to provide new ones. It seems that one of 
the sculptors took inspiration from their favourite film and 
made a gargoyle that looks exactly like the famous Xenomorph 
from the Alien sci‑fi franchise. You can see it on the south‑west 
wall, protecting the church from evil (and rainwater).
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THE BURKE 
AND HARE 
MURDER 
DOLLS
In the early 19th century, three young 
boys discovered 17 tiny dolls hidden in 
Holyrood Park in Edinburgh, each doll 
in its own little coffin*. If that were• not 
creepy enough on its own, the dolls are 
actually part of a more horrific story.

In the 1820s, two Irishmen, William 
Burke and William Hare, met in Edinburgh 
and became friends. Hare was the owner 
of a boarding house*, which he ran with 
his wife. One day, one of his guests died, 
and the two men had the idea of selling 
the body to Edinburgh University for use 
in their medical school. They got £7 for 
the body, a lot of money at the time. This 
gave Burke and Hare a terrible idea. Why wait for guests to die 
of natural causes when they could simply murder them? And so 
that’s what they did. They killed another 16 people who came to 
stay at the boarding house and sold the bodies to the university.

Eventually their crimes were discovered. Hare blamed 
everything on Burke. Burke was executed and Hare disappeared. 
Then, a few years later, the boys found the 17 dolls in 
the park – one for each of Burke and Hare’s victims. Did one of 
the murderers put them there, feeling guilty that the victims 

never got a proper funeral? Or perhaps it was the doctor who 
bought the bodies, or Hare’s wife. Were they connected to some 
magic ritual? Maybe they had nothing to do with the murders and 
actually represented sailors lost at sea.

We may never know the true meaning of the dolls, but 
they have become a big part of the Burke and Hare story, one 
of the most infamous* in Scottish history. If you want to see 
the dolls, the eight that survived are on display in the National 
Museum of Scotland in Edinburgh. 

GLOSSARY*
dice [daɪs] – a cube with dots on each 

face used in games
uninhabitable [ˌʌnɪnˈhæbɪtəbl] – not 

possible to live there
gargoyle [ˈɡɑːɡɔɪl] – an ugly carving 

of a person or animal on the side of 

a building, especially a church, used to 
carry water away from the roof

stone masonry [ˈmeɪsənri] – cutting and 
preparing stone for buildings

coffin [ˈkɒfɪn] – a box for a dead body
boarding house [ˈbɔːdɪŋ haʊs] – a private 

house where people can pay for 
accommodation and meals

infamous [ˈɪnfəməs] – well‑known for 
something bad

whirlpool [ˈwɜːlpuːl] – an area of 
fast‑moving water that turns in a circle

maiden [ˈmeɪdn] – a young woman
current [ˈkʌrənt] – the movement of 

water

LANGUAGE POINT•
If I were you…
When talking about unreal situations, 
we often use were instead of was (for 
example, If she were here, she’d tell you). 
Was used to be seen as incorrect, though 
it is increasingly common.

CORRYVRECKAN 
WHIRLPOOL
The sea between the islands of Jura and Scarba is a scary place 
for sailors. It is the location of the Corryvreckan whirlpool*, 
said to be the third‑largest in the world. Over the centuries its 
dangerous waters have given birth to many legends.

One says that this is the place where the witch goddess 
known as the Cailleach washes her clothes in autumn. 
The waters are so powerful that the clothes become pure white, 
and she then lays them out on the land where they become 
the first snows of the year. Another legend says the name of 
the whirlpool comes from a Scandinavian king called Breakan. 
He wanted to win the heart of a Scottish princess, but her father 
told him to prove his love by keeping his boat in the whirlpool 
for three days. Using three special ropes provided by Norwegian 
maidens* – one made from wool, one from hemp and one from 
hair – Breakan stayed afloat for two days. But on the third day 
the last rope broke and Breakan was pulled underwater to 
his death.

A similar fate was nearly experienced by the writer George 
Orwell, who once lived on Jura. In 1947, he and his young nephews 
and nieces were nearly pulled under after getting too close to 
the whirlpool while on a boat trip. 

Such is the power of the currents* that the whirlpool can be 
heard from 20 miles away, but the ever‑moving waters are rich in 
marine wildlife and they attract dolphins and whales to the area 
to feed.
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DISCOVERING KOREA
With Squid Game topping Netflix’s all‑time greatest hits 
and BTS owning the global pop charts, it feels that Korea is 
definitely having a moment. We spoke to four young Koreans 
to learn more about their country and culture.  

Melisa Çolakoglu (Turkey/CZ), Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

SCHOOL LIFE
Twenty‑four‑year‑old Eunwoo 
lives in Seoul, where he’s studying 
hospitality management* at 
university. He talked to me about 
student life in Korea. 
“We get up in the morning and 
commute to school as other 
students do,” Eunwoo explains, “but 
instead of going home afterwards, 
we go to hakwon.” These are private 
centres that offer extra lessons in 
anything from flower arranging to 
taekwondo, but most are academic 
and aimed at improving school 
marks. Hakwon after school makes 
for a long day: “Schools start around 
7.30–8.00am, and we arrive home 
around 10pm… So, like, 14 hours? 
But then we have to do homework 
too… So, 16?” Eunwoo says, sighing. 

The pressure comes from two 
places. Young people are pressured 
by their parents to study hard and 

work hard, with the dream prize being 
to go to medical school and become 
a doctor (“I only had average grades,” 
sighs Eunwoo, “so I only got accepted 
to a ‘normal’ uni.”). The other 
pressure is practical: the education 
system is incredibly competitive. 
“We have individual ranking, so 
everyone’s trying to get their name 
to the top of the list. The higher 
your score, the higher your chance 
of being accepted into a good uni.”

And that’s not the worst of it. 
“I was sent to a boys‑only middle 
school. I was so disappointed when 
I found out. It was difficult to adjust 
to the dreary* atmosphere,” he 
laughs. Not that school is a good 
place for romance. Dating in school 
is seen as unethical, and schools 
sometimes survey students, asking 
them to report those who are dating 
secretly and promising rewards for 
information. “Everyone absolutely 
hated them [the students who gave 
up names]. But it was so common. 
They usually did it out of jealousy.”

Students from a high school in Seoul cheer for their seniors in front 
of a college entrance examination hall before the exam begins.

WORK HARD, EAT WELL

B1–B2 GLOBAL CULTURE CD Tracks 
10–11 TF Activities W Extra 

Article

A NATION OF SOLDIERS
In Korea, every young man must do some form 
of national service, usually in the army. What is 
this like? I spoke to a young man, Junhyeok, to 
find out. 
The length of service depends on what you do, 
Junhyeok explains. Service in the army lasts 
21 months. In the navy it lasts 23 months, and 24 in 
the air force. And almost everybody serves: there’s no 
easy way out for anyone. “If you have health issues, 
you can choose a non‑active duty, like social work or 
government service. That lasts much longer, though.” 
Non‑active service can last as long as 36 months. 

“I wanted it to be over quickly. So I served for 
21 months, the shortest duty possible, but it felt 
like a lifetime. Everything about it is really hard. 
You get used to the physical training eventually, 
but the mental pressure leaves a huge scar in 
your soul. As if that wasn’t enough, my girlfriend 
gave up on waiting for me. I tried to contact her 
whenever we were allowed to use our phones, but 
she broke up with me when I needed her the most.”

Many young Korean men share the same story, 
the same heartbreak. Since they serve for almost 
two years and are barely allowed to use their 
mobile phones, their partners choose to move on. 
But is there an upside? “Military friendships last 
a lifetime. My military friends and I went through 
such hardships together, and it’s made our bond* 
much stronger.”

Junhyeok’s name has been changed, as public criticism of 
national service can lead to social or legal problems for Koreans.   
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Sangmi lives in Goyang‑si, near Seoul, and she 
is a huge K‑drama fan. I asked her how she feels 
about her country’s biggest global hits.
On the big screen, there’s the Oscar‑winning 
Parasite. “I think the filmmakers wanted to show 
the world of the rich and the poor, dramatically,” 
says Sangmi. She explains that this is a common 
theme in Korean drama because it reflects social 
reality. “When I was younger, I knew there was 
a huge gap between me and the rich, but I thought 
that if I worked hard enough, I would be able to 
join them. Now I know that’s impossible. Only rich 
people get richer.”

Another show that did an excellent job at 
comparing these two different worlds was Squid 
Game, the most‑streamed show in Netflix’s history. 
“I watched that show a couple of times. It was 
nice to see the games I played when I was young.” 
The show’s story of desperate people risking 
their lives for a cash prize made sense to Korean 
audiences, Sangmi tells me, because the fear of 
debt and the social consequences can be so bad. 
“For the participants, winning the game would have 
completely changed their lives. They could stop 
the games, but they had debts they wouldn’t ever 
be able to pay off anyway. So even death would be 
a kind of salvation*.” 

Korean cuisine and dining culture 
are unique. I spoke to Huijo, 
a trainee chef, to learn more 
about them. 
Korean dining culture is very 
different from what we’re used 
to in Europe, and our table 
manners would be seen as 
very rude. You are supposed to 
chew loudly and make plenty 
of noise while eating to show 
that you enjoy the food and are 
grateful for it. This is expressed in 
the saying that “Koreans eat well”, 
which means that Korean people 
really know how to enjoy eating. 
You can see this in mukbangs, 
online eating shows where people 
eat huge amounts of food with 
lots of loud chewing and slurping*. 
It might make many of us feel 
uncomfortable, but Koreans watch 
these videos to arouse an appetite. 

I ask Huijo what a typical Korean 
breakfast is like. “We usually 
eat kimchi (spicy fermented 
cabbage) with some soup and 
rice, sometimes even stir‑fried* 
meat.” That means eating some 
spicy food in the morning, which 
is unimaginable for most of us. 
Korean people don’t consume 

much bread either, 
eating rice instead. And Huijo’s 
favourite Korean dish? “Braised* 
spicy chicken with potatoes, kimchi 
and rice. It’s a good combination! 
It’s served on a portable stove 
used in every restaurant in 
Korea. It keeps the meal hot and 
fresh.” Huijo also recommends 
dakkochi, a classic street food. “It’s 
a dish consisting of small pieces 
of chicken and spring onions 
grilled on a skewer* – absolutely 
delicious!” 

GLOSSARY*
hospitality management [ˌhɒspɪˈtæləti] – 

hotel and restaurant administration
dreary [ˈdrɪəri] – unhappy, miserable
bond [bɒnd] – a close connection
salvation [sælˈveɪʃn] – being saved from 

a disaster 

to slurp [slɜːp] – to eat or drink noisily by 
sucking the food or drink

to stir-fry [ˈstɜː fraɪ] – to fry small pieces of 
meat, vegetables, etc. while mixing them 
around

to braise [breɪz] – to cook food slowly in a little 
fat and liquid in a covered pot

skewer [ˈskjuːə(r)] – a long thin metal pin

Korean drama, such as Squid Game, has been gaining popularity 
all over the world as streaming opens up new audiences.

Every young Korean man must 
do some form of national service, 
the shortest lasting 21 months.

THE DRAMA OF WEALTH KOREA ON A PLATE

Location: 
the Korean Peninsula 
in East Asia
Population: 
51 million
Capital: 
Seoul (9.7 million)

SOUTH KOREA  
(officially the Republic of Korea)

CHINA

RUSSIA

NORTH 
KOREA

SOUTH 
KOREA
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B1–B2 TRAVEL

Traveling should be a time of relaxation, seeing new places, 
eating new food and experiencing things you’ll never forget. 
Unfortunately, it’s often quite expensive. Those things you 
want to see, eat and experience usually cost money and that 
can be very unrelaxing. So, how can you save some money 
while traveling?

Damien Galeone (USA)

TRAVEL ON
A SHOESTRING

EAT CHEAP
Enjoying local cuisine is one of the best parts of traveling. 
However, dining out can drain your budget* fast. Here are some 
ways to enjoy and keep your budget in check*. 

Bakeries often sell off their leftovers at a discounted price 
at the end of each day. Go there to grab some cheap and tasty 
snacks or supplies.   

Make lunch your largest meal of the day. Lots of countries 
have extremely cheap lunch menus that can include soup or 
desserts. Also, the lunch meal will often be about 50% cheaper 
than its evening equivalent! 

Cook at least one night if you have access to a kitchen. 
Spaghetti and a jar of sauce might cost you €5–8 from 
a grocery store, but about €30 at a restaurant. 

You don’t often see locals eating or drinking in the expensive 
places near tourist hot spots. Find out where the locals go 
and get out of those touristy areas. Websites like EatWith 
are loaded with* great local deals and Spottedbylocals has 
restaurant tips from locals.

CHEAP SLEEP
Accommodation is probably your largest expense while traveling, 
but there are some cheap (or even free) options out there. 

Go last minute. Hotels would rather give you a room for very 
cheap instead of letting it go unused (and unpaid for). So if you 
book at the last minute, you may find some fantastic deals on 
sites like HotelTonight and Hostelworld.  

Sites like Couchsurfing and WarmShowers (for bicycle 
tourists) offer free places to stay in people’s homes. Safety is 
most important – always stay with families and couples who 
have several good reviews from previous guests, always tell 
your friends and family exactly where you are staying and 
never stay in a place where you feel threatened.

Another option for free accommodation is house‑sitting. 
This means you stay at someone’s house for free in exchange 
for watching their house or taking care of their pet while 
they’re away. It’s also a wonderful way to get the feel of living 
in the city you’re visiting. TrustedHousesitters has the largest 
selection of homeowners looking for sitters. 

Instead of paying for a hotel room and a ticket, why not 
get both for one price? Red‑eye flights (= overnight flights), 
overnight boats and overnight trains give you traveling 
accommodation. This is ideal if you’re traveling to multiple 
cities far from each other. 

You might also stay in a monastery, which is free (or by 
donation*), safe and quiet. The rooms are basic and the food 
is simple and delicious (vegetables, bread, cheese). Plus, 
what a cool experience! Check out Monastery Stays, Booking 
Monastery or Good Night & God Bless. You don’t have to be 
religious to stay there.

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W



BRIDGE / May–June 2022 13

BUYING TICKETS  
Airlines use cookies to track your searches, so if you find 
a ticket in May and go back to buy it in June, you’ll probably find 
it a bit more expensive. Clear your cache or browse privately 
and you’ll often get a lower price. You can also try with two 
different browsers (e.g. Google Chrome and Firefox).  

GLOSSARY*
on a shoestring – with a small amount 

of money
donation – money voluntarily given to 

an organization to help it
to drain your budget – to make you 

spend all the money
in check – under control
loaded with – full of
stonemason – a person whose job it 

is to cut, prepare and use stone for 
building

LANGUAGE POINT•
When accommodation includes board 
it means food is included in the price. 
Full board means three meals a day 
(one of which is usually a packed 
lunch), while half board means two 
meals (usually breakfast and an 
evening meal). Bed and breakfast 
includes breakfast only.

BRE X AME
travelling (BrE) x traveling (AmE)
transport (BrE) x transportation (AmE)

A WORKING HOLIDAY  
Doing temporary work can help finance your travels. I spent 
a day working with a stonemason* in an Irish village and was 
paid with beer, a meal and thirty euros. It was a cool experience 
and earned me enough to live on for two days. 

People advertise for services and temporary jobs on 
websites like Craigslist, TaskRabbit, Upwork or Gumtree. So 
if you are willing to work a bit, you can make some spending 
cash. Also consider your skills. Can you cut hair, sing or teach 
English? If so, you might make a few bucks doing that. 

You can volunteer at farms and hostels for free room and 
board•. Find these opportunities at Worldpackers, Workaway 
and WWOOF (The World Wide Opportunities on Organic 
Farms). You might not save money for your next trip, but you’ll 
likely have some unique and unforgettable experiences. 

DAY TO DAY
Instead of going into a restaurant to use their Wi‑Fi (and buy 
stuff), find somewhere nearby where you can sit and sign in 
to the network. You can almost always get the password on 
the app FourSquare.  

Know the best way to get around. Trip planner Rome2rio 
shows you the cheapest available transportation options 
between destinations. Enter the name of any address or 
landmark to see the fare and the best available flight, train, bus 
or ferry. 

Hotels have loads of supplies and don’t mind giving them 
out for free to guests. Ask hotel staff before buying toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, soap, razors or shampoo.

Walking is the ideal way to getting around cheaply, but if 
you need to take transport always check out the travel passes 
offered by the transport authority. Also, many cities offer 
a bicycle‑sharing system so people can navigate their city 
affordably.  

Most mapping and navigation services such as Google Maps 
work offline, though you usually have to download specific 
area maps. Think ahead and do this while you have Wi‑Fi, and 
change the setting in your app to Wi‑Fi only. That way, you 
won’t spend on roaming data and won’t end up accidentally 
using your precious data limits.    

Fill your wallet with cards. A city pass or a tourism card 
will save you money on entrance fees and get you discounts 
on transportation and restaurants. If you’re a student, an ISIC 
or university student card may entitle you to discounts at 
youth hostels, attractions and museums. You’ll need to think 
about this before your trip, as your school or university needs 
to approve your application form, but it’s worth doing. Take 
advantage of being young!  
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B2 LANGUAGE / NATURE CD Track 13 TF Activities

Butterflies, earwigs, ladybirds… English is 
a beautiful language, no doubt, but occasionally 
you’ll hear a word and just think, how did this 
come about? Sometimes there doesn’t seem to 
be any connection at all between the word and 
the thing it describes. But take a second look, and 
it can all become clear. Well, sometimes.

Kristýna Šeděnková (CZ)
Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

What’s So 
Ladylike 
About 
Ladybirds?
THE SECRET STORIES 
BEHIND INSECT NAMES

The Seven 
Sorrows of Mary
Ladybirds aren’t just red with black spots. These tiny beetles can 
come in a variety of colours. And don’t be too confident about 
those characteristic spots, either: some ladybirds have stripes 
instead. But what’s so ladylike about them? 

To find the answer, we have to go back to the Middle Ages, 
to a time when Europe was facing famine. The story goes that 
the crops had begun to fail due to pests, and the farmers were 
desperate. There were no chemical pesticides; the farmers 
could only hope for a miracle. They prayed to the Blessed Lady, 
the Virgin Mary. Salvation came in the form of beetles that fed on 
the parasites, saving the crops. The farmers started to call them 
lady beetles or – as we know them to this day – ladybirds. 

The most common, the seven‑spotted ladybird, is believed 
to have been the first one named after 
the Virgin Mary. In Catholic mythology, 
the seven spots were said to represent events 
from Mary’s life that are known as the seven sorrows, while 
the red colour was compared to her cloak as it was depicted in 
many early paintings.

Earwigs in the Brain
When you read the word earwig, do you imagine one of them 
crawling into your ear? Of course you do! People even used to 
believe that they would burrow into the brain, where they would 
lay eggs and cause lunacy. 

There have actually been a few cases of earwigs being found in 
people’s ears, but it’s not something that happens often. Earwigs 
are nocturnal and look for dark places to live, such as between 
leaves and under stones or bark. Very occasionally, that might 
mean someone’s ear. But the folk belief may come from the name, 
not the other way around.

The “wig” part of the name is from the same root as “wiggle” 
(because that’s how they move). But where did the “ear” part 
come from? It’s a common part of the name in many languages, so 
there must be a reason. Etymologists think it’s probably because 
the wings are shaped very much like ears. However, not many 
people explain the name this way, and still believe the old myth. 

People are also often frightened by their pincers, though these 
are harmless to humans. If there’s anything to be 
worried about, it’s the smell. Some earwigs spit out 
a disgusting‑smelling liquid as protection from 
predators. Research in vineyards found that just 
ten earwigs per kilogram of grapes was enough 
to give a significant taste to the wine. Now 
that’s worrying.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF  GLOSSARY
In the article, find words and phrases that mean:

1 an insect or a small animal that damages crops: 
______________________

2 being saved from danger or disaster: ______________________

3 to dig a hole (especially to live in): ______________________

4 madness: ______________________

5 active at night: ______________________

6 curved claws of an animal: ______________________
7 a sign of what is going to happen in the future: 

______________________
8 informal expression for an insect: ______________________ 

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

The Sound of Death
Popular myths lie behind a whole range of names. The deathwatch 
beetle, traditionally known as an omen of death, is a nice example. 
Deathwatch beetles eat the wood in old buildings, leaving tunnels. 
They then make a clicking noise by bumping their head against 
the tunnels’ sides. This sound was often heard by people who were 
sitting through the quiet night with family members who were 
sick and dying, and it came to 
be connected with approaching 
death. In reality, the male beetles 
make the tapping sound to attract 
females. If you long to hear their 
typical sound yourself, you should 
go to the UK, where they are 
the most widespread.

Devils and Dragons
Depending on the folklore, there can be a number of names for 
one creepy‑crawly. Dragonflies are no exception. One old name for 
these insects is “the devil’s darning needle” (a needle for repairing 
holes in clothes), based on the shape of their body. The name of 
“snake doctor” comes from Pennsylvania, based on a folk belief that 
they warned snakes of danger and could even bring dead ones back 
to life. But what about the name we use today? 

One story is that it comes from a Romanian folktale about 
St George saving the city of Silene from a dragon. After George 
fought the monster, his horse was cursed by the devil, becoming 
a giant flying insect, leading to the Romanian folk name of calul 
dracului, or devil’s horse. But while drac means devil in Romanian, 
it comes from draco, the Latin for dragon, and some etymologists 
believe a medieval translation error gave us the English name. It’s 
a great story, but it’s not clear if it’s truly the source of the English 
name, or just coincidence. 

Thieves in 
the Night
Butterfly is a word that causes a lot of amusement. 
Why do we name these beautiful insects after 
flying butter? Well, it’s a very old name and 
the facts aren’t too clear, but there are a few 
theories. One idea comes from Jakob Grimm (one 
of the two brothers who wrote all those fairy 
tales). He described a folk belief that the souls of 
sleeping witches crept out of their mouths as flying 
creatures who steal milk and butter at night. Are 
these butterflies? Perhaps so: the ancient Greek 
word for butterfly was psyche, meaning soul, 
while in other languages the name for this insect 
translates as “milk thief” or “licker of milk”. 

Other explanations are less romantic. An old 
Dutch word for butterfly is boterschijte, literally 
“buttersh*t”, supposedly because butterfly poop 
looks like butter. Or it could be simpler still: one of 
the most common English butterflies has a colour 
that resembles butter. So, choose your favourite 
theory: witches’ souls, insect poop or flying butter?

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W



16 BRIDGE / May–June 2022

MATURITA – SPEAKING PRACTICE PART 1 CD Tracks 
6–7 W Extra 

Recording

A Guide for 
Creating 
an Answer 
You Like
Speaking can be the hardest thing in the world if you don’t feel like it. The sensation of being judged is 
what makes speaking a nightmare for many of us and learning to focus on what we want to say, and why, 
is the best way to fight the fear of speaking in public. 

Here are some tips that might come in handy during your Maturita preparation for Part 1.  The focus is on 
finding something to say even if the topic you picked is far from your favourite.

GENERAL 
DESCRIPTION

 y How many people are there in 
the photo? What is their sex? What is 
their age?

 y What are they doing?

 y Where was the photo taken? Is it 
a town or a village? Is the picture set 
in nature? 

 y What is the weather like in 
the picture?

FOCUS ON 
THE TOPIC

 y What garments are the people in 
the picture wearing? What colour 
are they?

 y Are the clothes suitable for 
the weather? Are they practical?

 y Do the people in the picture share 
the same clothing style?

IMAGINE
 y Why are the people in the photo 

walking down the street? Are their 
clothes suitable for such occasion?

 y Based on their clothes, what do you 
think is the profession of the people 
in the picture? What lifestyle do you 
think they lead?

YOUR IMPRESSION
 y Do you like the way they are dressed? 

What are their particular styles?

 y Do you dress in a similar style? 
Would you wear the clothes they are 
wearing? Whose style is the closest 
to yours?

 y Where do you think they bought their 
garments? Do you shop at similar 
places?

“The other girl, the blond girl, is wearing something 
that I would probably wear, just a nice jacket and 
jeans with a cute scarf and a yellow bag for a fun 
colour.”

“I would say the women definitely took more time 
than the guys when they decided what they were 
going to wear that afternoon.”

“The girl in the middle has these tight jeans, rolled 
up at the ankles…”

“It’s a very individual kind of look.”
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Go to our webpage or use the CD and hear how three native 
speakers dealt with this task. Listen to their recordings while 
looking at the photos, and take notes. Then expand your answers 
using the vocabulary you’ve learned and try to express your 
honest impression of the three photos. Good luck and have fun!

Go to www.bridge-online.sk 
and have a look at the May-June 
Speaking Card. It is designed to 
help you prepare for the three 
parts of the speaking exam. 

CONTEXT
 y How many people are there in 

the picture and what are they doing?

 y What approach to fashion do they 
probably have?

 y Have you ever been in such 
a situation?

USE EVERYTHING  
YOU HAVE ALREADY 
SAID
How is the third picture similar to (or 
different from) the other two? What 
are the main similarities and contrasts? 
Focus on:

 y the number of people and what 
they’re doing

 y the situation of the people in 
the photo

 y their status or lifestyle

	 Describe the pictures. What aspect of 

fashion does each one show?

	 Who do you think the people in 

the pictures are? What does fashion mean 

to them?

	 How do these pictures relate to your own 

feelings about fashion? 

	 What do you think are the most serious 

problems connected with fashion?

FINAL COMPARISON: 
GET CREATIVE

 y Which of these photos concerns you the most?

 y What approach to fashion do the particular photos show?

 y Do any of the pictures show anything you don’t like or don’t 
agree with? Why?

 y Do you think there is any idea behind this particular 
selection of pictures? Can you explain it?

 y What is your opinion about the topic? Do you think 
the photos support it?

FACTS
 y Where is the picture set?

 y How many people are there in 
the picture and what are they doing?

 y What type of clothes are 
they wearing? Can you name 
the particular garments?

 y What about the colours of 
the clothes? Do they match?

COMPARE
 y What are the main differences 

between the first two pictures? Is it 
the place they show or the activity 
the people in them are doing?

 y Do the photos show the same 
approach to fashion?

GET PERSONAL
 y What do you think about the clothes 

in the picture? Do you like them?

 y Would you wear this type of clothes? 
Do you know anyone who dresses 
like this?

“The woman in the middle has these backpack 
straps on her chest but they’re not functional, 
it’s just for the art of fashion.”

“So, this is not exactly something that you would 
see the people in the first picture wearing.”

“What I think might be going on in this picture - 
that huge pile of clothes there might have been 
dropped off from a retail outlet, a store, maybe 
even the same store that our people in the first 
picture went to shop…”

“All these clothes that we buy from cheap 
high-street stores, they are probably made by kids 
almost like the ones in the picture.”

“The first picture seems to be focusing on everyday clothing whereas 
the second is more about high fashion…”

“…the third picture shows sort of the environmental impact of both of 
these types of fashion…”

“…and these two women as compared to the first picture and the 
second picture, they do have a choice for what they want, but it might 
not be the choice that they would make.” 

“All the pictures are about people’s connection to fashion, whether it’s 
as people like you and me who buy clothes to wear and to express our 
individuality, or people who are trying to be creative with fashion, or 
people who are working in the clothing industry, out of sight.”
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LANGUAGE IN USE
PART 3 10 points

B2 MATURITA CD Track 5

The Principles of Journalism
Read the following article about journalism.  
Fill in gaps 01–10 with one word.  
Use only words which have some grammatical function.  
There is an example at the beginning.

Example: 00 – ever

Have you (00) _____________ wondered 

whether what you are reading is an 

actual fact or just a journalist’s opinion? 

It has become fairly difficult to tell 

the difference and scrolling down the front 

page of a newspaper often means 

(01) _____________ exposed to a mixture of 

both. Even though the internet has changed 

our approach to information, the basic 

principles of journalism should still be 

what every good journalist builds on when 

writing an article, a story, or when reporting 

on current events. But what are some of 

these principles?

Truth and accuracy are perhaps the (02) _____________ important. 

Not even a journalist can guarantee the truth, but taking 

the responsibility for being able to do whatever it takes to get 

all the facts allows them to stand by their articles. Accuracy, on 

the other (03) _____________ , is something that can be achieved 

through experience. Being able to provide all the information 

correctly is a skill that can be mastered through practice. Working 

on their listening skills and on their ability to communicate with 

the source and ask them to clarify or repeat the information – 

all that enhances a reporter’s chances to provide their readers 

(04) _____________ accurate information.

Media should be independent and a journalist’s personal political 

opinion should not interfere with the way news (05) _____________ 

reported. That is the difference between writing a column and 

reporting news. To learn the difference, take a newspaper and try 

to tell which articles report the news, which offer an analysis of 

the events, and which comment (06) _____________ them.

A reporter should be impartial. That means they are not 

prejudiced towards or against any particular side and they 

try to report the news in a balanced way. That is very difficult 

because all journalists have their own opinions and it is very 

hard to deliver the news without implying their perspective on 

the events. The key to this is reflecting the diversity of opinions 

and (07) _____________ the reader choose their perspective. 

Each newspaper has its columnists who express their opinion on 

particular political figures or events in their articles and that shows 

the political inclination of the newspaper.

Every journalist would like to be a ‘star,’ the person everyone believes, 

who gets the biggest online audience, and who appears on television 

talk shows as an expert. But media have changed immensely during 

the past decade or two, and for every piece of information found on 

the internet, there is (08) _____________ that contradicts it. What 

gives one journalist more credibility than another? The answer 

is simple: accountability. It means that a journalist can stand 

behind their article and defend it with the facts, or, in the case that 

they’ve been proven wrong, take responsibility for their mistake. 

For a responsible journalist, being (09) _____________ to do this 

is a question of honour. These days, when attention seems to be 

the key to success on the internet, where it’s easy to be anonymous, 

(10) _____________ honour is hard to find. It seems that journalism 

needs accountability, built on the two old traditions of commitment 

to truth and accuracy, more than ever.

Solutions in the TF and next month 
on the Bridge websiteS
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PUZZLES

HIDDEN CAPITALS
Each of the following silly phrases 
contains the English names of two 
European capital cities. Can you 
unscramble the letters and find them?

DRIPS MAD AIR

BLINKER IVY

AWARE SWAP RUG

BUNDLED PANS TOO

SLAVE ONION

STUMBLED RAIN MAD

TREASURE
There are three boxes: one wooden, 
one metal and one stone. One contains 
a treasure, and you have just one guess 
to locate it. Each box has a sign on it, 
and you know that at most one of 
those statements is true. Which box 
will you choose?

PECULIAR SENTENCES
What is special about the following sentences? 
Hint: Don’t focus on the meaning. It doesn’t matter 
if you cannot understand all the words.

Jackdaws love my big sphinx of quartz.
Pack my box with five dozen liquor jugs.
The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.

BONUS TASK  
Try to write a similar sentence. Don’t worry if it’s 
quite a lot longer! (But perhaps see who can come up 
with the shortest one in your class.)

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

WORD LADDER
How do you make a cake in no time? Write a new 
word in each gap. Every word must differ by only 
one letter from the one above and below it. 

T I M E
Change one letter

Change one letter

Change one letter

Change one letter

Change one letter

C A K E

THE TREASURE IS IN HERE.

THE TREASURE IS NOT IN THE WOODEN BOX.

THE TREASURE IS NOT IN HERE.

WORD PYRAMID
Fill in the steps of the pyramid with words matching the definitions. 
The top step has room for just one letter. Each word below uses the letters 
from the step above plus one other letter. 

Me

Am, are, _____

What you do on a chair

Fastens with a rope

Ways of eating to lose weight

Least wet

Walks with long steps 
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A LUCKY BREAK
Their journey to fame began when the band 
formed in 2008 in Las Vegas. In the early 
days they took any gig they could get, 
performing in small clubs and even once 
opening for1 a mime artist2 at a local 
shopping centre. They got their first big 
break in 2009, when the singer of the rock 
band Train became sick just before the Bite 
of Las Vegas festival. Imagine Dragons were 
asked to fill in3 with only half an hour’s 
notice, and ended up performing to a crowd 
of 25,000 people – more than had even 
heard of them until then! A year later, they 
signed their first record deal. Since then, 
they’ve had huge success, regularly playing 
to crowds of thousands and releasing five 
fantastic albums. Their many hit songs so far 
have included “Believer”, “Radioactive” and 
“Enemy”, which featured on the soundtrack 
to the Netflix’s series Arcane.

CRISIS OF FAITH
“Radioactive”, Imagine Dragons’ biggest 
hit, was just one of many songs prompted4 
by singer Dan Reynolds’ crisis of faith. 
Dan was raised as a Mormon in a family 
of nine children, but when he was around 
12, he began to question his religion. This 
led to years of uncertainty, confusion and 
depression, until ultimately he turned 
away from many of the church’s teachings. 
He wrote many songs, including 2012’s 
“Radioactive”, as a way of expressing 
his feelings. 

In 2018, Dan also made a documentary, 
Believer, looking at the relationship of 
the Mormon community with young 
LGBTQ+ people, an issue that he feels 
strongly about. In fact, he feels so strongly 
that he even donated his childhood home 
to Encircle, a group that works with 
LGBTQ+ youth.

TAKING BETTER CARE
Dan has also dealt with physical health 
challenges. He was diagnosed with two 
auto‑immune diseases: a type of arthritis5 and 
a digestive6 disease called ulcerative colitis. 
He now says that both are in remission7, 
mostly thanks to his decision to reduce his 
stress and improve his own mental health.

In fact, all the band members have had to 
learn to take better care of their health. They 
experienced health problems after too much 
performing and touring. Before they were 
famous, they sometimes did gigs at casinos 
which lasted up to six hours! Even after they 
became successful, they still toured and 
performed so much that Dan eventually had 
to have surgery to remove a polyp on his vocal 
cords8. Afterwards he couldn’t sing or even 

Imagine Dragons is an American rock band from Las Vegas. Its four 
members – lead singer Dan Reynolds, guitarist Wayne Sermon, bassist 
Ben McKee and drummer Daniel Platzman – describe themselves 
as “best friends and brothers”. And, like brothers, they even have 
a family secret: the meaning of their name.

Jackie Fox (NZ)

The Tyler Robinson Foundation helps young 
people with cancer and their families.

IMAGINE DRAGONS

B1–B2 MUSIC

SUCCESS, SUPPORT AND 
SECRETS
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talk much for a month. Drummer Daniel also 
had to learn to take care of his hands, doing 
45 minutes of warm‑up exercises before 
every gig to avoid muscle damage. Even so, 
he often suffers from blisters9 and bleeding 
after playing for too long. Imagine Dragons 
now limit their shows to no more than three 
days in a row, followed by at least one day 
off in order to protect themselves.

LOOKING OUT FOR OTHERS
The band don’t only look after themselves; 
they also look out for10 other people. Not 
only have they supported the LGBTQ+ 
community, they also support children 
with cancer. They started a charity in 2013 
called the Tyler Robinson Foundation, which 
was named after a fan who died of cancer. 
The band had met Tyler after his brother 
secretly snuck11 him out of the hospital 
in order for him to see Imagine Dragons 
perform. They formed a friendship which 
led them to start the foundation after 
Tyler’s death. It supports young people 
with cancer and their families. Bassist Ben 
described their work with the foundation as 

“the most meaningful thing that we’ve been 
able to do”. And charity is clearly close to 
Ben’s heart. In February 2021, he announced 
he was going to give away $1,000 to 
a different organisation every day for 
a whole year. He tweeted about every gift, 
bringing invaluable12 attention to a variety 
of causes.

Drummer Daniel also works with 
a non‑profit organisation that helps people 
with issues such as PTSD (post‑traumatic 
stress disorder), autism and dementia. 

FREE-TIME FUN
But the band don’t only focus on serious 
and important charity work. They find time 
to have a little bit of fun too. They enjoy 
playing computer games in their free time. 
In fact, their love of League of Legends led 
them to playing one of their biggest gigs 
ever, at the opening of the 2014 League of 

Legends World Championships in Seoul. It 
meant playing to a worldwide audience of 
20 million people! 

The band members have a few more 
unusual interests, too. Ben spends some of 
his free time knitting hats, while guitarist 
Wayne collects gold things. He even 
ordered a special gold-plated13 guitar, 
custom-made14 by the same man who dips 
Beyoncé’s microphones in gold.

TOP SECRET
While their interests vary, there is one thing 
they all agree on: keeping the meaning of 
the name Imagine Dragons a secret. They’ve 
admitted that it’s an anagram of a phrase that 
means something to all of them, so maybe 
you can work it out for yourself. Dan Reynolds, 
though, said the band thought, “It would be 
nice to keep something to ourselves”. And 
they mean it: Dan hasn’t even told his mum! 

VOCABULARY
1 to open for sb – predskakovať, robiť niekomu 

predskokana
2 mime artist  [maɪm] – mím
3 to fill in – zaskočiť (za niekoho), zastúpiť (niekoho)
4 to prompt  [prɒmpt] – podnietiť
5 arthritis  [ɑː̍ θraɪtɪs] – artritída
6 digestive  [daɪˈdʒestɪv, dɪˈdʒestɪv] – tráviaci, 

zažívací
7 in remission  [rɪˈmɪʃn] – na ústupe
8 vocal cords  [ˈvəʊkl kɔːdz] – hlasivky
9 blister  [ˈblɪstə(r)] – pľuzgier

10 to look out for sb – starať sa o niekoho
11 to sneak (past tense: sneaked or snuck)   

[sniːk, past tense: snʌk] – prepašovať
12 invaluable  [ɪnˈvæljuəbl] – neoceniteľný
13 gold-plated  [ˌɡəʊld ˈpleɪtɪd] – pozlátený
14 custom-made  [ˌkʌstəm ˈmeɪd] – vyrobený 

na zakázku

Imagine Dragons are scheduled to play in Prague on June 5th and 6th and in Vienna on June 23rd 2022.

Singer Dan Reynolds formed Imagine Dragons 
in 2008.

TASK
Complete the sentences so that they fit the information given in the article.  
Use 1–3 words in each gap.

1 Imagine Dragons learnt they would play at the Bite of Las Vegas only 
_____________________ before the gig.

2 Dan Reynolds wrote “Radioactive” in order _____________________ his feelings.

3 Too much performing _____________________ health problems for the band members.

4 Not only _____________________ the band members look after themselves, they also 
help others.

5 Ben McKee brought attention to various charities by _____________________ about his 
gifts to them.

6 The band members are _____________________ playing computer games.

7 Nobody _____________________ the band members knows what the band’s name means.
Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

They sometimes did 
gigs at casinos which 
lasted up to six hours!
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ELVIS
Black pompadour*, glittering cape*, thunderbolt* symbol. Did you know 
that Elvis Presley, the famous singer, styled his appearance on his own 
childhood comic‑book hero, Captain Marvel, Jr.? Baz Luhrmann’s new film 
tells Elvis’ story, from boyhood superhero fan to superstar. It starts with 
him as a comic‑book lover running around with a cardboard thunderbolt 
on his chest, sneaking into the local black church to listen to gospel music. 
From there it follows his steps to hip‑shaking superstardom. 

But every superhero story needs a bad guy, and there’s a figure in 
the shadows: Elvis’ manager, Tom Parker, played by none other than Tom 
Hanks. He certainly won’t be another lovable Forrest Gump in this one!

TOP GUN: MAVERICK
It’s been a very long wait for this sequel: the original Top Gun came out 
in 1986, over 35 years ago. And as if that wasn’t enough, the new movie 
had originally been planned for release in 2020, but was delayed due to 
scheduling conflicts and covid‑19. Apparently, flight scenes are hard to 
film when there’s a pandemic on, and flight scenes are what this film’s all 
about. Tom Cruise is back in his original role as Pete “Maverick” Mitchell, 
a highly decorated• but now aging test pilot who is constantly trying to 
avoid getting a promotion, because that would mean he’d be stuck behind 
a desk, instead of flying his beloved planes. 

If things finally go according to plan, we should be able to find out what 
Maverick has been up to all these years at the end of May.

WHERE THE CRAWDADS SING
Delia Owen’s 2018 novel Where 
the Crawdads Sing took the world by 
storm and sold millions of copies. Now, 
actress and fan of the novel Reese 
Witherspoon has produced a film that 
might be just as big a deal. The movie of 
the same name tells the story of a girl, 
Kya, who is abandoned by her family 
in the marshes* of North Carolina. Kya 
learns to fend for herself*. However, 
things get more complicated as she 
grows up and falls in love. The first young 

man she falls in love with teaches her 
how to read and write, but then abandons 
her when he goes to college. Then 
another young man, the star of the local 
football team, pursues her. When he is 
later found dead, Kya becomes the main 
suspect. She must fight to prove her 
innocence, but will a town that has 
always hated her believe her? 

Where the Crawdads Sing stars Daisy 
Edgar‑Jones as Kya. It also features an 
original song by Taylor Swift.

B1–B2 FILM

SUPERPOWERED
SUMMER
SUPERPOWERED
SUMMER
Covid restrictions are lifting, people are going back to the movies and 
there are plenty of films to please everyone. This summer promises to 

be a season of blockbusters and superpowers. Take a seat, kick back 
and see what the next few months have to offer!

Anastasia Mouser (USA)
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THOR: LOVE AND THUNDER
The details are limited but the hype is huge for the fourth 
movie in the Thor series, Thor: Love and Thunder. The studio 
has released very little information over the last few months 
on this highly anticipated film, but director Taika Waititi 
(Jojo Rabbit) has given a bit of a hint. He described the film to 
Collider, a website, as “so over‑the‑top now in the very best 
way. It makes Ragnarok [Thor 3] seem like a really run‑of‑the‑
mill, very safe film… this new film feels like we asked a bunch 
of ten‑year‑olds what should be in a movie and just said yes 
to everything.” So what can we expect from the tale of this 
ancient, hammer‑wielding* god? 

We can expect the unexpected. Waititi has also said that 
Love and Thunder will be about just that: love in the context of 
Thor’s thunder. He told Wired that it would be a “full‑blown love 
story”. So, a romantic superhero movie. And another unexpected 
element? It’s believed that this film will go according to 
the original Thor comic: that means a female Thor! In the comic 
book, Thor passes his powers on to his ex‑girlfriend, Dr Jane 
Foster. This makes her a female Thor. But what will really happen?

IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS
Match the underlined expressions in the article to their 
definitions.

1 to kick back
2 to take the world 

by storm
3 a big deal
4 hype
5 over the top
6 run of the mill
7 full-blown 
8 easy-peasy
9 heartthrob

A important or significant
B having all the characteristics of 

something
C not difficult at all
D to relax
E ordinary, not exciting
F talk (aimed at) making people 

excited about something 
G a famous man who is very 

attractive
H to quickly become very popular
I too extreme

Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS

GLOSSARY*
marsh [mɑːʃ] – wet land
to fend for yourself – to take care of 

yourself without the help of others
pompadour [ˈpɒmpədɔː(r)] – 

a hairstyle in which the hair at 
the front is brushed up

cape [keɪp] – a short cloak
thunderbolt [ˈθʌndəbəʊlt] – a flash of 

lightning

to wield [wiːld] – to hold and use 
(a tool, a weapon, etc.) 

giggle [ˈɡɪɡl] – slight silly laugh
stunt [stʌnt] – a dangerous action in 

a film

LANGUAGE POINT•
In a military context, to be decorated 
means you’ve been given medals, not 
that you look like a Christmas tree.

FIRESTARTER
The plot of Firestarter sounds a little like Frozen gone horribly 
wrong. Girl has superpowers. Girl doesn’t know how to control 
her powers. Chaos results. But Firestarter promises to be a lot 
darker than any Disney movie. First, it’s a remake of a 1984 
horror film and based on a Stephen King novel of the same 
name. And second, the girl, Charlie, has power over fire, not ice, 
in what is called pyrokinesis. Oh, and there’s an evil government 
plot to control her. Not to mention her difficulties at school. 
Firestarter stars Zac Efron as Charlie’s protective dad, a role far 
from his beginnings as a teenage heartthrob. 

BULLET TRAIN
Originally written as a straightforward violent action movie, 
Bullet Train evolved into a comedy during production. Directed 
by David Leitch (John Wick, Atomic Blonde and Deadpool 2), 
it promises to be a fast ride of blood and giggles*. It stars 
Hollywood darlings Brad Pitt and Sandra Bullock (among others). 
Bullet Train tells the story of Ladybug, a retired assassin with 
one simple task: to ride the high‑speed train from Tokyo and pick 
up a briefcase. Easy‑peasy! But once onboard, he finds he’s not 
the only assassin there, and it turns out to be far from the “easy 
day back at the office” that Ladybug had expected. 

There will be plenty of guns, knives and stunts*. In fact, 
the film’s stunt coordinator, Greg Rementer, told Vulture that 
Brad Pitt did 95% of his own stunts.
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A few million years ago, the ancestors of humankind lived in 
the trees. They had no riding animals, vehicles, or tools but 
interacted directly with their environment, covering distances 
any way they could. This is the philosophy behind parkour, 
the art of moving through the urban environment any way one 
can: climbing, jumping, swinging, running. 

The sport was created in France in 1988 by David Belle, whose 
father was an obstacle course1 expert, and many of the skills 
used are based on ones developed for military and firefighting 
obstacle courses. In fact, the word parkour is itself derived from 
the French for obstacle course, parcours du combattant. 

Asian martial arts also influenced the development of parkour, 
especially on a philosophical level. Mental discipline is extremely 
important, and although the sport looks dangerous and extreme, 
its practitioners find it liberating2, peaceful and full of meaning. 

Male practitioners are called traceurs, and women traceuses. 
Tracer, a verb in French, means “to trace a path”. This reflects 
the goal of parkour, which is to move from point A to point 
B in the most efficient and interesting way possible, making 
stairways, tunnels, walls, trees, railings and buildings part of 
the path. Traceurs and traceuses now outperform3 gymnasts 
and other athletes in a wide variety of jumping techniques.

B1–B2 SPORT CD Track 12 TF Activities

The World Sports Encyclopedia claims there are 
around 8,000 sports in the world, so why do we 
all follow the same ones? If you’re tired 
of tennis, fed up with football and 
bored witth basketball, there’s 
plenty more out there. 
Here are a few of our 
favorites. 

Mark Wheeler (USA)

Ever heard of pickleball? It’s a fun sport popular with people 
from teenagers to retirees. It is not similar to baseball; pickles4 
are not used instead of baseball bats to hit balls. Nor is it like 
basketball; large orange balls are not thrown at high‑hanging 
pickles. In fact, despite the name, pickles don’t feature in any way. 

Pickleball is most like badminton, though it also shares 
several things in common with tennis. A pickleball court 
holds two or four players, who use a wooden paddle to hit 
a “pickleball” – a hollow plastic ball with 26–40 holes dotting 
its surface. All serves5 and volleys6 in pickleball are made with 
underhand7 strokes.

Nets (91cm high) and courts (13m x 6m) are smaller than 
in tennis, and doubles play (with two players to each side) 
is much more common than singles play. The game is quick, 
with a match taking about 15 minutes, it does not require 
much athletic ability, and it is still exercise – all of which 
may help to explain why it is often called 
“the fastest‑growing sport in America”. 
And it is growing fast, with about a 600% 
increase in popularity since 2015!

So why is pickleball called pickleball? 
Because the inventor’s family dog was 
named Pickles. Isn’t it obvious?

SPORTS 
WITH SPICE

PARKOUR

PICKLEBALL
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VOCABULARY
1 obstacle course  [ˈɒbstəkl kɔːs] – prekážková dráha
2 liberating  [ˈlɪbəreɪtɪŋ] – oslobodzujúci
3 to outperform  [ˌaʊtpəˈfɔːm] – prekonať, podať lepší výkon
4 pickle  [ˈpɪkl] – nakladaná uhorka
5 serve  [sɜːv] – podanie
6 volley  [ˈvɒli] – volej (odohranie lopty)
7 underhand  [ˌʌndəˈhænd] – zospodu
8 inflatable mat  [ɪnˈfleɪtəbl mæt] – nafukovací matrac 
9 crucial  [ˈkruːʃl] – zásadná

10 fins  [fɪnz] – plutvy

What would you have if you took the competitive, 
popular sport of volleyball and combined it with 
something that is even more fun – like trampolines, 
for example? Bossaball!

Bossaball is a new sport, created just 17 years 
ago. It is especially popular in Spain (where it 
was invented), Portugal, Brazil, Germany and 
the Middle East. The name bossaball combines 
bossa, from bossanova music, with ball, because 
it is a ball sport. Unlike in almost any other sport, 
music is an important part of the game, and it’s 
normally provided by musicians or a DJ set up near 
the play area. But how is the game played? 

Four players make up a team (which can be 
mixed gender, as there’s no separation by gender 
in this very modern sport). The play area is like 
a volleyball court, with two areas separated by 
a net, except that instead of a hardwood floor, 
there is an enormous inflatable mat8 with two 
trampolines in the middle. Each team has a server, 
who jumps on the trampoline, while the other 
three players bounce around to the music 
elsewhere in the play area. 

Bossaball is played more or less like volleyball, 
too, though with a few crucial9 differences, like 
a net that’s fully three meters high! Only the server 
on their trampoline can jump high enough to 
“spike” the ball (hit it downwards over the net), 
and even they have to keep jumping to get high 
enough. The music helps a lot, as a big part of 
the skill is timing the play with the server’s jumps. 

Bossaball is a very watchable sport – but would 
you like to try it? Get ready to bounce!

Imagine a great hockey player, 
zooming down the ice, ready to 
shoot and score. Now picture 
the same thing, but underwater! 
Welcome to the strange world of 
underwater hockey.

Though it is hard to believe, 
underwater hockey has been 
around for a long time. It was 
invented in 1954, before Wayne 
Gretzky was even born. Anyone 
who can swim can play, and 
the sport is equally popular with 
men and women.

Players wear snorkeling gear 
(mask, snorkel, fins10, cap) and 
a protective glove, and carry a sort 
of miniature (35cm) hockey stick 
called a pusher. The puck is about 
the same size as an ice hockey puck, 
but much heavier, at 1.5kg. The rules 
are similar to hockey, with six 

players to a side, all trying to score 
and prevent goals. Usually, three 
players are forwards and the other 
three are defenders, or backs. There 
is no goalie, so it is the defenders’ 
responsibility to protect the goal. 

It has to be said, it’s not 
the most exciting sport to watch. It 
doesn’t have the speed of hockey 
(or the fights), players have to keep 
going up to the surface to breathe, 
and from above the water you 
can’t really see what’s going on. 
But underwater hockey has been 
around for almost 70 years, so 
there must be something to it!

BOSSABALL

UNDERWATER HOCKEY
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COOLIOSITIES
COOL AND CURIOUS FINDS

B1–B2 NEWS CD Track 14 TF Activities

Paul Farrington‑Douglas (UK)

Over the past two years, 
hundreds of teams of medical 
researchers have been trying 
to develop tools to diagnose 

covid‑19 from X‑rays and other medical scans using 
artificial intelligence (AI). Many of the tools looked 
like they were going to be very useful. A recent study 
tested more than 230 of them… and all but two turned 
out not to work!

Put simply, the various teams had given the AI 
programs lots of images of both healthy people and 
people with covid‑19, expecting the programs to learn 
how to recognise the danger signs. They did. Kind of. 
In one case, the images of the most severely1 ill people 
were all taken in hospital beds, while the healthy 
ones were taken while they were standing up. The AI 
program decided that if you’re lying down, it means 
you have severe covid. In another example, all the covid 
scans came from one particular hospital. The AI 
program trained on these seemed to be almost 100% 
correct in spotting covid cases, until it was given images 
from other hospitals. It turned out that the program 
had deduced that the specific font the hospital used to 
label its pictures was a symptom of severe covid. And in 
another case, most of the non‑covid X‑rays came from 
young people, so the program became very good at 
diagnosing childhood!

It’s a useful reminder of the limits of machine learning, 
and of why we should be very careful about how it is used 
in important contexts like medicine and policing.

In the 17th century, the Flemish2 
artist Jan Brueghel the Elder 
created huge, beautiful and 
incredibly detailed paintings 
full of flowers and animals (and 
when we say detailed, we mean 
it – he worked using magnifying 
glasses3 and brushes with 
a single hair). One of these works 
is “The Sense of Smell”. Inspired 
by the theme, the Prado gallery 
in Madrid has found a new way 
to exhibit the work: with aromas. 
Visitors to a new exhibition of 
the painting will be able to smell 
many of the flowers in the painting, including jasmine, roses, fig trees, orange 
blossoms, carnations4 and irises5. And not just the flowers, but also the aroma 
of other things in the painting, such as a pair of perfumed leather gloves lying 
in the warm sun, and the strong, unpleasant smell of a civet6.

If you’re a fan of aromatic art, there’s also a gallery in Manhattan, New York 
to add to your bucket list. Olfactory Art Keller is dedicated to art for the nose 
and includes such things as living sculptures made from smelly mushrooms 
and exhibits that have the smells of war. It recently completed its first year of 
operation. Yep, a gallery of smell opened in the middle of a pandemic, when 
most people were wearing masks over their noses. A brave move!

ARTIFICIAL 
STUPIDITY

WHAT DOES ART SMELL LIKE?

A STRANGE 
NEW LANGUAGE? Ever heard of “algospeak”? 

On apps such as TikTok, 
programs called algorithms 
scan for words that suggest 
harmful content. Videos that 
the algorithm identifies as 
possibly bad are “downranked” – 
that is, they don’t get seen by as 
many people. Filtering harmful 
content is good, but algorithms 
can’t tell why you’re using a word. 
Filters designed to downrank 
pornography and abuse can also 
affect people who are talking 
about sexuality, mental health, 
music and other topics.

To get around this censorship, many content creators change certain words. 
Videos referring to “death” and “killing” seem to get downranked, so mental 
health vloggers dealing with suicide may talk instead about “becoming unalive”. 
Another great example is “le dollar bean”, heard on LGBTQ+ TikTok as code for 
“lesbian”, because it’s the way TikTok’s text-to-speech feature7 reads “Le$bian” 
(a spelling used to avoid text‑based filters). Will algorithms force us to learn 
a new way to speak?
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A huge new bridge, 50 metres wide, is to be built across 
the ten‑lane highway 101 near Los Angeles – and its only 
users will be animals. 

Major highways have always been a big problem 
for wildlife, not just because of noise and pollution 
but because they cut the land up and prevent 
animals from migrating to new areas. Highway 101, for 
example, cuts through the Santa Monica mountains, 
home to mountain lions8 as well as deer and other 
migratory animals. Many such animals die on the roads, 
attempting to make the dangerous crossing in search of 
food or mates.

The new bridge will be planted with grass, trees and 
other native plants to create a “natural” link between 
the two sides of the mountain range for the first time 
since the highway was built. Special walls will help 
reduce the noise from the road, too, making it less 
traumatic for wildlife. It will serve mountain lions, 
coyotes, deer, lizards, snakes and other animals. But 
not people; guards will be employed to turn people 
away. Hundreds of thousands of people may use 
the highway below every day, but the bridge will be 
only for wildlife.

VOCABULARY
1 severely  [sɪˈvɪəli] – vážne
2 Flemish  [ˈflemɪʃ] – flámsky
3 magnifying glass  [ˈmæɡnɪfaɪɪŋ ɡlɑːs] – lupa, 

zväčšovacie sklo
4 carnation  [kɑː̍ neɪʃn] – karafiát
5 iris  [ˈaɪrɪs] – kosatec
6 civet  [ˈsɪvɪt] – cibetka
7 text-to-speech feature  [ˌtekst tə ˈspiːtʃ ˈfiːtʃə(r)] – program 

pro prevod hovorenej reči na text 
8 mountain lion  [ˈmaʊntən laɪən] – puma
9 runaway  [ˈrʌnəweɪ] – neriadený

10 to electrocute  [ɪˈlektrəkjuːt] – zabiť elektrickým prúdom

There’s a runaway9 train running down some 
tracks towards five people. If you do nothing, 
they will die. Or you can flip a switch and 
send the train down another track, where it 

will kill only one person. What will you do? This is called a thought experiment.
In real‑life dilemmas, of course, there are always uncertainties, other 

possible actions and so on. Right? Well, not when scientists get involved. At 
Ghent University in Belgium, psychologists asked research subjects to think 
about a version of this problem, but based on electrocuting10 mice, not killing 
people on train tracks. The people answered, believing it was just the classic 
thought experiment. Then the psychologists showed them real mice connected 
to an electrical circuit, handed them a switch and turned on the electricity.

DISCUSS What would you choose? To do nothing and let five 
mice die, or to flip the switch and kill one mouse? What do you think 
the people chose? Do you think they would act differently in real life than 
when it was just a thought experiment? Listen to the CD recording to 
find out what happened.

ANIMAL CROSSING

A THOUGHT 
EXPERIMENT 
BECOMES REAL
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COMPETITION

In March, we introduced you to classical nonsense poetry and asked 
you to try your hand at writing some nonsense poems too. It was 
exciting to see how differently you approached the challenge: we 

had everything from Lear-style limericks to strange, dreamlike 
story-poems. Here are our winning poems – though to be honest it 

was so hard to choose that we’re still arguing about it!

 

 

The winners will each get 

an Alza // a Mall voucher 

worth XXX CZK.

Pure silly fun with monkeys 
from Aneta!

Monkeys
Monkeys exist
Monkeys see
Monkeys are a little sexist
Monkeys go weeeeeee

Monkeys love you
Monkeys are bad
Monkeys hate you
Cause all people are mad

Monkeys see another monkey
Monkeys make a friend
Monkeys steal some money
And that’s the happy end

Aneta Segiňová (Olomouc)

The winners will 

each get a Martinus 

voucher worth

10 EUR.Not all nonsense poetry is nonsensical! 
This little gem has the rhythm and feel 
of a playground rhyme, but it’s also 
a little bit of real life.

One time I looked at my dad
And told him he was getting fat
He said that I was being mean ‑ 
I guess that’s okay ’cause I’m a teen
But I think I made him sad

Karolína Dušková (Prague) 

In this poem, Eliška brings a sense of 
childlike fun to the Danse Macabre – 
the medieval allegory of the dance of 
death that unites us all. It’s a nonsense 
poem with a real sense of tradition. 

Naked skeletons lively dancing,
Waving their bones, clapping and prancing!
I stood there shocked; I didn’t know how
Those skeletons could possibly dance and 
bow,
But I still joined their dancing.

Eliška Chudobová (Havířov)

One of the most famous nonsense 
poems, Jabberwocky, takes inspiration 
from medieval myths. This poem does, 
too, using a mashup of English from 
different eras. It definitely sounds 
dramatic, but it makes less and less 
sense. Genius.

Be Díegol Weg 
On a chain Gorynych, our beloved, is 
captured
While his liveliness is fractured
And no‑one grieves over their beloved.

On a chain a three‑headed goat
Whose life is bloat and toght
With whom the old tsar treads.

From a blue‑bright lake
Hidden afaik traik
Beseald by mandrake.

Water through the winsome
The colt, tacit, viscous some
Grim guard the girl flings.

Nebel countless spén
As a swarming fair
Creepy at all over glare.

Klára Nováková (Valašské Klobouky)
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The American nonsense poet 
Ogden Nash was known for 
breaking all the rules of “good” 
poetry to make funny joke poems. 
This one reminds us of Nash. 
That’s a good thing, by the way! 

I wanted to write a poem
I didn’t know how to do ’em
so I started
and how hard it
was? Here’s my poem.

Martin Šimša (Prague)

This reminds us of one of those 
failed dates where both people 
feel horribly awkward but both 
are too polite to leave. 

Roses are red
Violets are blue
I want to say bye
And so do you

Andrea Macháčová (Olomouc)

Cheeky, Adam!

Roses are red, 
Violets are blue 
I don’t want to do this 
And neither should you

Adam Kučerňák (Brno)

Very authentically Lear.

A yogi was touching his toes
And while doing this difficult pose
He heard a knocking –
The door unlocking – 
And he fell from that difficult pose!

Bára Horníčková (Prague)

Someone should write music 
and a dance for this – it feels like 
it should be an action song for 
the playground. And very daring 
of Daniela and Simona to end 
two lines with “orange”, a word 
that very famously has no exact 
rhymes!

The King and the Queen
I am your king
In my hand is a golden ring
I am your queen
I am hoping for the ring

I am your king
And I can give you a nectarine
I would give you an orange
But I am not that cringe

I am your queen
I don’t want your nectarine
I would like the orange
But I am also not that cringe

I want to be your king
So let’s get something to drink.

Daniela Svrčinová and Simona 
Prchalová (Olomouc) 

For any short-sighted reader 
who’s always losing their glasses, 
this one will really hit home. Also, 
it’s got perfect metre and rhyme! 

I’ve hunted near, I’ve hunted far 
I even looked inside my car. 
I’ve lost my glasses, I’m in need 
To have them now so I can read.

Štěpán Funk (Brno)

Some poems have been 
slightly edited.

A drunken spider is the star of this 
perfect little “Learick” (Lear-style 
limerick). 

There once was a hairy old spider,
who most of all liked drinking cider.
Then one day he drank wine,
and it felt like a sign.
And so now he’s a wine‑loving spider.

Valentina Hájková (Prague) 

There’s a familiar face or two in this 
little poem. It has the feeling of an old 
nursery rhyme or fairy tale.    

Shore(t) Story
There’s a shore
near a square,
where the birds are laughing 
at something the walrus said.
Such a lovely sound!
Sadly no one’s around.
Skipping down the shore,
I see a wealthy clam
buying pearls for a bear.
The bear has a wedding
in the centre of Beijing.
Hip‑hip hurray we shout,
what a lovely crowd.
Happily ever after they lived,
in a barn alongside the sheep.

Lucia Baková (Spišská Nová Ves) 

Bingo-playing philosopher dingoes 
and nonsense-buzzing bees? Why 
not? Poet Ela lets one rhyme inspire 
another in a dreamlike stream-of-
consciousness. 

The Key
Nonsense is the key,
I think we can all agree.
But would it be too hard
For nonsense to fall apart?
Word after word and letter by letter,
Would it make life better
In your hand‑knitted sweater?
Perhaps a handwritten letter will
(Writ with ink and a feather quill)
From the wild hunting dingo
Who loves to play bingo?
It’s a fun game to play –
And he could play it all day –
But he sits there and thinks
What this nonsense poem brings.
The world is nonsense in a pile,
So it takes him quite a while,
And no matter what he does,
Ever do the yellow bees buzz.
And there buzzes the bee:
“Nonsense is the key.”

Ela Dagidirová (Velké Pavlovice)
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EXAM ESSENTIALS PRACTICE TESTS

Cambridge English: Advanced (CAE)

Učebnica Exam 
Essentials: 
Cambridge English: 
Advanced (CAE) 
Practice Tests  
(2015 Edition)
www.bridgebooks.cz

PART 3
For questions 17–24, read the text below. Use the word given in 
capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in 
the gap in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Example: 0 D A I L Y

READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

This is an extract from Cambridge English: 
Advanced (CAE) test. The complete test contains 
eight parts of Reading and Use of English, four 
parts of Listening and also Writing and Speaking.

The earliest blogs tended to be personal 

accounts of (0) ______ events. Very soon, 

however, many types emerged including critical 

news commentaries, often well‑informed and 

(17) ________________ expressed. With many 

millions of bloggers now writing on almost 

every (18) ________________ subject each day,  

the traditional media cannot afford to ignore 

them or treat them with (19) ________________ . 

Their ubiquity means they have become 

increasingly (20) ________________ , as can be 

seen in the number of ‘official’ news stories 

that are (21) ________________ or called into 

question by bloggers, and also the numerous 

stories initiated through blogs. 

Most large media organisations have 

now (22) ________________  some form 

of blogging into their news services, but 

independent bloggers still have a freedom 

unavailable to mainstream journalists. They 

bypass editors and publishers, who tend to 

distort stories. The material on blogs is raw, 

(23) ________________ by editors, and often 

harsh and direct in its criticism of the way 

news is reported by the traditional media. 

Thus, bloggers act as a kind of media watchdog, 

able to check facts and verify or, alternatively, 

(24) ________________ information in a way 

that mainstream journalists are often unable to.

Blogging in the modern day

DAY

ELOQUENCE

CONCEIVE

RESPECT

INFLUENCE

CREDIT

CORPORATE

MODIFY

PROOF

PART 4
For questions 25–30, complete the second sentence so that it 
has a similar meaning to the first sentence, using the word given. 
Do not change the word given. You must use between three and six 
words, including the word given. Here is an example (0).

Example:

0 Jane regretted speaking so rudely to the old lady. 
MORE 
Jane _____________________________________ politely to the old lady.

Example: 0 WISHED SHE HAD SPOKEN MORE
Write only the missing words IN CAPITAL LETTERS.

25 ‘Mr Brown, a holiday would do you good,’ said Dr Mansley. 
FROM 
‘Mr Brown, you __________________________________________ a holiday,’ 
said Dr Mansley.

26 We were never aware at any moment that something was wrong. 
TIME 
At __________________________________________ that something was 
wrong.

27 If Gary hadn’t had that accident, he would have become 
a professional football player. 
FOR 
If it __________________________________________ , Gary would have 
become a professional football player.

28 We get on very well with Laura’s parents. 
TERMS 
We __________________________________________ Laura’s parents.

29 This wardrobe is so big that I don’t believe only one person 
assembled it. 
HAVE 
This wardrobe is so big that it 
__________________________________________ together by only one 
person.

30 Someone snatched Sue’s bag at the concert. 
HAD 
Sue __________________________________________ at the concert.
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EXAM ESSENTIALS PRACTICE TESTS

Cambridge English: Advanced (CAE)

READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

PART 7
You are going to read a newspaper article in which a zoology student talks about her experience of doing practical research in an area 
of rainforest. Six paragraphs have been removed from the article. Choose from the paragraphs A–G the one which fits each gap (41–46). 
There is one extra paragraph which you do not need to use.

FIELDWORK IN THE RAINFOREST OF ECUADOR
The experiences of a zoology student
When I was at school, I was a huge 
fan of TV wildlife programmes, and 
at a certain point I realised that 
somehow the natural world would 
have to be part of my life. So here 
I am a few years later, in the tropical 
rainforest of eastern Ecuador, 
a novice field scientist. The word 
scientist evokes various images, 
typically perhaps ones of laboratories 
and white coats, test tubes and lab 
rats. But what does it mean to be 
a field scientist?

41

I am currently spending a year at 
a small scientific research station 
in a remote patch of the Ecuadorian 
rainforest belonging to the Kichwa 
community of San José de Payamino. 
It is glorious – everything you would 
expect a tropical rainforest location 
to be, and a world away from my 
university in the UK. The air is hot and 
thick, the trees are densely packed, 
and everywhere is teeming with life.

42

The local people own the land 
and govern themselves, but 
the Ecuadorian government also 
provides for them: a school complete 
with computer room and satellite 
internet, for instance. Each year, 
they vote for a new president 
and vice‑president, who organise 
the democratic community meetings. 
Each family has a finca in the forest: 
a wooden home on stilts.

43

But my normal life here as a work 
experience student revolves mainly 
around my personal research, which 

is a biodiversity study of frogs. I am 
trying to establish exactly which 
species are here, where and when 
I can find them, and what condition 
they are in.

44

For most of the time, I am just 
crawling along looking at leaves. 
Much of field research is like this. 
It isn’t all finding new species 
and being transfixed by exotic 
wildlife behaviour. Have you 
ever seen the behind‑the‑scenes 
footage at the end of many nature 
documentaries, where it turns out 
a cameraman has been sitting in 
a tree for three days waiting for 
a bird to dance? Research is like this – 
laborious and monotonous – but it 
can be rewarding too.

45

Being a field scientist basically means 
being an academic, collecting data 
and publishing scientific papers. It’s 
interesting but it doesn’t pay well, and 
getting started can be tough. When 
I was looking for work experience, 
there were plenty of openings with 
pharmaceutical companies, but very 
few matching my desire to explore 
and investigate wildlife.

46

This is one reason I count myself 
lucky to be involved in this project. 
It’s largely funded by my university, 
so I can afford it. Then, by the end 
of this year, I will have acquired 
valuable skills, and I am hopeful that 
the experience will facilitate my 
progression into postgraduate study.

A To do this, I walk slowly along several paths in 
the forest, accompanied by a local guide, and at 
night equipped with a torch. When I spot what 
I’m looking for, I feel an intense adrenaline rush. 
Will I manage to capture it? Have I collected this 
particular species yet?

B Because of this, and having experienced fieldwork, 
I’ve decided it’s definitely something I would like 
to do as a career. Once this year is over, I will ask my 
lecturers to advise me what to do next.

C This morning, for example, a half metre square 
of mushrooms sprouted on the dirt floor 
of my kitchen. My favourite time here is in 
the early evenings. It’s finally cool enough to be 
comfortable, and the nocturnal creatures begin 
their nightly cacophony, while the setting sun 
paints the trees orange.

D The reality is, however, that to make your way 
you need to build up a range of contacts and 
a portfolio of work. Many of the initial work 
opportunities that do exist are voluntary – in fact, 
you often have to pay to join a scheme. A student 
job where you are paid expenses, let alone a basic 
salary, is quite rare.

E By and large, they work outdoors, and are 
interested in pretty much everything from 
discovering new species to the effect of obscure 
parasites on ecosystems. They explore and 
investigate, aiming to understand what they 
observe. Just two years into my undergraduate 
zoology degree, I don’t quite qualify as one yet, but 
hopefully I’m heading that way.

F They have their own traditions, too. One day, 
a local lady was bitten by a lethal snake; whilst 
I administered shots of anti-venom to her, 
the local traditional healer, was applying plant 
remedies to the wound and attempting to suck 
the venom from it. At least one of the treatments 
must have worked because she recovered.

G And the thing is to imagine being the person 
that has made a discovery – the person who 
first questions something, investigates and then 
contributes to the vast catalogue of information 
that is science. I find this concept inspirational.
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EXAM ESSENTIALS PRACTICE TESTS

Cambridge English: Advanced (CAE)

READING AND USE OF ENGLISH

PART 8
You are going to read an article in which people talk about their experiences of job interviews.  
For questions 47–56, choose from the people (A–D).

TELL US SOMETHING ABOUT YOURSELF
Being interviewed for a job can be a stressful experience.
We asked four people what they learnt from being in that situation.

A My first interview for a job taught me a great deal. I was 
applying for the position of junior account executive in an 

advertising company, which involves dealing with clients on 
a face‑to‑face basis. It follows that you have to be good at 
interpersonal skills, and unfortunately, that’s not the impression 
I gave. Like a lot of people, I tend to babble when I’m nervous. 
The interviewer began by asking me to say something about 
myself, and I started talking about my hobbies. But I got carried 
away and went off at a tangent, which made a bad impression. 
The other lesson I learnt was that if you are asked to talk about 
things you aren’t good at, you really shouldn’t be evasive. You could 
mention something that can also be a strength. For example, being 
pedantic is not always a bad thing in certain circumstances, and 
you should explain how you cope with that deficiency, but you have 
to say something.

B  In my present job, I have to interview applicants, and I can 
offer a few general tips. Firstly, a candidate should not learn 

a speech off by heart; you will come across as insincere. Secondly, 
it is crucial to understand what the interviewer wants you to talk 
about. For instance, an interviewer might ask about a situation 
where your supervisor or manager had a problem with your work. 
Now, what the interviewer is really after is to see how you react to 
criticism, and the best thing is to say that you tried to learn from 
this. Finally, don’t try to conceal your real character. Many years 
ago, an interviewer asked me at the end of our talk if I had any 
questions. I was very keen to get the job, so I asked what 
opportunities there were for promotion. I wondered if perhaps 
I had been too direct, but I later discovered that employers like you 
to seem eager and ambitious.

C I remember one interview I attended with a company that 
makes ice cream and other dairy products. I turned up in 

a smart business suit and tie, only to find that my prospective 
employers were in jeans! They believed in being casual: no private 
offices, everyone ate in the same canteen, people all used first 
names with each other. I realised I should have done more research. 
Needless to say, I didn’t get the job. On another occasion, as 
the interview was drawing to a close, I was asked if I had anything to 
say. I was so relieved it was over that I just smiled and blurted out: 
‘No thanks!’ I later realised this was a mistake. A candidate should 
decide in advance on at least ten things to ask the interviewer: it’s 
not necessary to ask more than two or three questions, but you 
need to have some in reserve in case the question you wanted to 
ask is answered in the course of the interview.

D Preparation is of extreme importance; things like finding out 
what form the interview will take. Will there be any sort of 

written component, for instance, and will you be talking to one 
person or a panel? And of course, you need to prepare answers to 
those awkward questions designed to find out more about your 
character. For example, you might be asked about your most 
important achievement so far; don’t answer this in a way that 
makes you seem swollen‑headed or complacent, as this will 
suggest that you don’t learn easily. Actually, it’s not so much what 
people say that makes them seem arrogant as the way they sit, 
how they hold their heads, whether they meet the interviewer’s 
eye, so bear that in mind. Another question interviewers sometimes 
ask, to find out how well you work in a team, is about mistakes you 
have made. You should have an example ready and admit that you 
were at fault, otherwise it looks as though you are the kind of 
person who shifts the blame onto others. But you should also show 
that you learnt from the mistake and wouldn’t make it again.

Which person mentions the following?
establishing how the interview will be conducted  47

the importance of keeping to the point 48

a relaxed atmosphere in the workplace 49

an abrupt ending to an interview 50

taking responsibility for past errors 51

appearing to have rehearsed responses 52

preparing inquiries to put to a prospective employer 53

awareness of body language 54

revealing what motivates you 55

advantages in being honest about your weaknesses 56
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EXAM ESSENTIALS PRACTICE TESTS

Cambridge English: Advanced (CAE)

LISTENING

PART 3
You will hear part of a radio interview with Pete Birtwhistle, a playwright. For questions 15–20, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which fits 
best according to what you hear.

PART 4
You will hear five short extracts in which people talk about tracing their ancestors. While you listen, you must complete both tasks.

15 What was Pete’s attitude to the theatre before he 
started writing?
A He felt it had little relevance to his life.
B He didn’t feel qualified to judge it.
C He thought it would be boring to watch a play.
D He preferred comedies to tragedies.

16 How did he feel about leaving his previous job?
A He felt very relieved.
B He was anxious about his health.
C He worried how others would see him.
D He was very depressed.

17 What was the most difficult aspect of writing his first play?
A disciplining himself to write every day
B coming up with a suitable story
C allowing the characters to develop
D finding an appropriate ending

18 What is the biggest impact that writing has had on 
Pete’s life?
A It has made people respect him more.
B It has enabled him to express himself.
C It has opened up new professional opportunities.
D It has allowed him to appreciate other plays.

19 How does Pete choose the theme of a new play?
A He looks around for a challenging theme.
B He looks for a subject that is in the news.
C He looks for a theme that he understands.
D He thinks about issues that affect society.

20 How does Pete feel about writing for films?
A enthusiastic
B worried
C cautious
D intimidated

Task one
For questions 21–25, choose from list A–H, the person who is speaking.

A One of my ancestors went abroad to find adventure.

B A relative ran away from home when he was young.

C I am descended from immigrants.

D A family tradition turned out not to be true.

E At one time the family was wealthy.

F My great-grandmother came from a rich family.

G A relative emigrated to Australia.

H My great-great-grandfather changed his name.

Speaker 1  21

Speaker 2 22

Speaker 3 23

Speaker 4 24

Speaker 5 25

Task two
For questions 26–30, choose from list A–H what view each speaker is expressing.

A I get angry at the thought of their suffering.

B Learning the truth caused considerable bitterness.

C I have become more curious about the story.

D The whole thing made us feel quite embarrassed.

E I was delighted to make contact with my relatives.

F The story saddened me.

G I am very proud of my ancestor.

H I was disappointed at first.

Speaker 1  26

Speaker 2 27

Speaker 3 28

Speaker 4 29

Speaker 5 30
Solutions in the TF and next 
month on the Bridge websiteS
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In 1972, a scandal broke in the Washington Post. Reporters uncovered a White 
House plot to spy on rival Democrats. Fifty years on, here’s how investigative 

journalists shaped history during the Watergate scandal.

JOHN SIRICA
I presided over the trial of 
the Watergate burglars. 
My questioning tactics 
played a crucial role in 
uncovering the connection to 
the White House. 

RON ZIEGLER
I was responsible for the 
White House’s interactions 
with the media. I organised 
press briefings, usually daily, 
and informed the public 
about the issues related to 
the president and his policy.

JOHN DEAN
I was a member of 
the president’s cabinet. My job 
was to advise the president on 
subjects related to his office, 
like political or communication 
strategies.

HOWARD HUNT
I was the leader of the group 
of operatives who plotted 
the burglary. My White House 
telephone number was listed 
in the telephone book of one 

of the burglars. That’s how 
the police and the reporters 
started to suspect connection 
between the burglary and 
the president.

RICHARD NIXON
I was both the head of state 
and the head of government of 
the US. Due to my involvement 
in the Watergate scandal, I was 
impeached in 1973.

TASK
Who is who? Match the pictures above 
with the correct name and description.

President of the US

Member of White House staff

Investigative journalist

Security man

Nixon’s advisor

Attorney general

Head of the White House 
secret group “the Plumbers”

White House spokesman

‘Deep Throat’ - the FBI 
whistle-blower

Second in command of 
the White House secret group 

“the Plumbers”

Investigative journalist

The judge who tried 
the Watergate burglars
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FRANK WILLIS
I was the person who called 
the police after discovering 
that someone had illegally 
entered the offices of 
the Democratic Party.

MARK FELT
I provided the reporters with 
information about the scandal. 
I managed to keep my identity 
a secret for thirty years after 
the scandal.

BOB WOODWARD
I was a newcomer at 
the Washington Post. My 
connection to Deep Throat 
brought to light the president’s 
illegal activities during 
the Watergate scandal.

GORDON LIDDY
I was the right-hand man 
to the Plumber’s leader and 
the mastermind behind 
the burglary. 

CARL BERNSTEIN
I was a young reporter well 
known for my long hair, hippie 
ideas and bad work habits. 
I was part of the duo that broke 
the news on the Watergate 
scandal. It was me who first 
thought the break-in could be 
traced to the president.

JOHN EHRLICHMAN
I was the member of 
the president’s administration. 
Our job was to make sure 

that the decisions made by 
the president were correctly 
and successfully implemented.

JOHN MITCHELL
My job was to represent 
the United States in all legal 
matters. I used my position to 
help cover up the connection 
between the conspiracy and 
the president’s office.
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What will 
happen to the 
president? And 

how will Bernstein 
and Woodward’s 

reporting change 
the course of 

history?

Go to www.bridge-online.sk 
to read the rest of the comic.W

GLOSSARY*
to ensure – to make sure
assignment – task
bug – an electronic device that 

enables sounds to be recorded 
without a person knowing it

the right to remain silent – you 
do not have to say anything

under arrest – taken by police
have the authority – have the right
you’ve got nothing on me – you 

have no real proof I am responsible
to reveal – to make known
are let go – are free to leave
to escalate – to intensify, to worsen

to deny the allegations – to reject 
accusations

on the line – in danger
press room – a room where 

reporters asks questions to get 
information from officials or 
important people 

Continued from previous page

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W

PR
EV
IE
W


