
Maturita 
Special

Bridge – magazine for English‑language students B1–B2 January–February 2022 Volume 25 www.bridge‑online.sk



12 BRIDGE / January-February 2022

Think About a Good Thing
Read the following article about the TikTok phenomenon. In sentences 54–60, fill in one or two words which you will find 
in the text. The statements are not in the same order as the text.

READING PART 3 7 POINTS

B1 MATURITA / DIDAKTICKÝ TEST

During the past couple of years, TikTok has 
re-written the rules of the social media 
world. It is a popular video-sharing app 
that allows users to produce and share 
content and express themselves through 
dancing, comedy or lip-synching. Unlike 
other platforms, TikTok enables users to 
film and edit their short clips within the app 
itself. The length also plays a big part in 
the whole phenomenon because the videos 
have to keep to the time limit of between 
15 seconds and 3 minutes.

Since 2016, TikTok has gained a monthly 
active user base of 1 billion people. For 
many of them, TikTok has even become 
a way to make a living and chances are that 
in the future, being a TikToker will become 
a real profession. Where does the money 
TikTokers make come from? The most 
successful users earn money through 
sponsorships or collaborations with 
companies. TikTok has also launched its 
own fund that rewards the best creators.

The search for attention is an important part of the online world 
but it has never been so closely connected to advertising as it 
is now, in the era of social media. The hidden side of it is that 
advertising often ignores important values and rewards efforts 
that are superficial. The challenge lies in creating interesting 
content that does more than just entertain. TikTok can be also used 
as a creative way to spread knowledge about health, social issues, 
racism or fake beauty standards.

Even though it can be used to support good causes, the basic purpose 
of advertising is selling things in order to earn money. So, while 

creating TikTok content might seem a pleasant way to make a living, it 
is important to link the content to some value other than being good 
at self-promotion. Creativity can be applied in many different areas 
of life, not only sales but also in science, education or technology.

During lockdowns, the social networking platform has grown 
in popularity and now even famous artists and businesses are 
on it. It can be a useful tool, and being skilled in creating TikTok 
content might come in handy in many jobs, but unless you work in 
marketing, the real creative challenge lies in using your creative 
skills to promote good ideas rather than promoting nice things.

 54  TikTok is a        platform many artists and businesses use.

 55  People use the app to        about issues the public should know more about.

 56  This business often supports     which don’t follow any valuable purpose.

 57  This format has changed the     of the world of online applications.

 58  Creating content can be an easy way to make a    .

 59  Advertising also can be used for helping important    .

 60  The TikTok application can be a useful     and the ability to use it might become very important.
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“The world is a severe schoolmaster”
You will hear a recording about the life of Phillis Wheatley, an American poet. For statements 1–7, choose the correct 
option: A, B, C or D. There is only one correct answer for each question.  
You now have two minutes to read the questions.

LISTENING PART 1 7 POINTS

B2 MATURITA / DIDAKTICKÝ TEST CD Tracks 
17–18

 1  We know for sure:

a) the place of Phillis’ birth

b) the year of Phillis’ birth

c) Phillis’ original name

d) the year Phillis arrived in the US

 2  Phillis was given the surname Wheatley:

a) because the Wheatley family were proud of her.

b) because such was the common practice then.

c) as a sign of friendship with the Wheatley family.

d) because it was the law.

 3  Phillis excelled at:

a) her knowledge of classic poetry.

b) her knowledge of the Bible.

c) her ability to translate English poetry to Greek.

d) her ability to translate Greek poetry to English.

 4  By publishing her book of poetry, Phillis became:

a) the first American woman to have published 
a book.

b) the first American woman to have published 
a book of poems.

c) the first African American person to have 
published a book.

d) the first African American woman to have 
published a book of fiction.

 5  After gaining freedom:

a) she continued educating herself. 

b) she became a renowned intellectual.

c) she became interested in the rights of African 
American people.

d) she campaigned for children’s right.

 6  Her living standard worsened because of:

a) the lack of her husband’s education.

b) the death of the Wheatley family.

c) her impractical nature.

d) the death of her children.

 7  As a poet, Phillis:

a) dealt with criticism.

b) hoped for recognition.

c) had doubts about the quality of her work.

d) kept the same style despite the criticism.


