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Tracks 7–8W

This year saw the release1 of 
The Green knight, a very new 

version of a very old story 
that is one of the most famous 

classics of british literature. 
Welcome to the world of 

arthurian legends.

A2–B1 lITEraTurE

Sir 
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Knight
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arthur: the basics
The basic story is that Arthur was the 
secret son 1  a king 
called Uther Pendragon, who had 
ruled2 2  the help of 
a wizard3, Merlin. 3  
Uther died, Merlin 4  
a sword4 in a stone. On the stone it said 
“Whoever takes this 5  
is the true king of Britain.” No one 
could take the sword until Arthur did.

With Merlin to guide him, Arthur 
became a great king. He led a group 
of knights 6  were 
dedicated to5 chivalry, a set of 
strict6 rules about how a knight 
7  behave. They sat 
at a round table to show that no one 
was above any other, and so became 
known 8  the Knights 
of the Round Table. Each knight is the 
subject of many different stories.

Eventually, Arthur was killed 
9  a man named 
Mordred, who was either his son or his 
nephew. Arthur’s body and his magical 
sword Excalibur are hidden away, and 
legend 10  he will wake 
again in Britain’s hour of greatest need.

1 release  [rɪˈliːs] – uvedení
2 to rule  [ruːl] – vládnout
3 wizard  [ˈwɪzəd] – čaroděj
4 sword  [sɔːd] – meč
5 dedicated to sth  [ˈdedɪkeɪtɪd] – 

oddaný něčemu
6 strict  [strɪkt] – přísný
7 court  [kɔːt] – dvůr
8 bench  [bentʃ] – lavice
9 beardless  [ˈbɪədles] – bezvousý
10 axe  [æks] – sekera
11 swing  [swɪŋ] – máchnutí
12 hypocrite  [ˈhɪpəkrɪt] – pokrytec
13 casting  [ˈkɑːstɪŋ] – herecké obsazení
14 accurate  [ˈækjərət] – přesný
15 to retell  [riːˈtel] – převyprávět

Vocabulary

russian roulette – a dangerous game 
of chance where players take turns 
to shoot a gun at their own heads. 
The gun has space for six bullets but 
only contains one, so there is a 1 in 
6 chance of dying.

Glossary

Listen to the second part of the legend. 
What happens when Sir Gawain meets 
the Green Knight again? What does 
Sir Gawain learn about himself?

lisTeninG Task

Discuss

Do you know any other 
Arthurian legends?

What are some of your 
country’s national legends?

Do they feature knights?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

Fill in the gaps in this paragraph with the 
correct missing words. Then listen to the 
recording and check your answers.

Task

Sir Gawain and the 
Green Knight
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight was 
written as a long poem by an unknown 
person in the 14th century. The story 
begins in Arthur’s court7 at Camelot. 
A man arrives: a huge knight, incredibly 
strong, dressed in green from head 
to toe. He announces he’s looking for 
a challenge. Arthur says that any of 
his knights will fight him, but the huge 
man just laughs:

“No, I’m not looking for a fight here, to 
be honest. These benches8 are full of 
beardless9 children.”

Ouch! But, he goes on, maybe
one of these children
will play a game
with him?
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Challenge accepted
One knight, Sir Gawain, agrees. 
Unfortunately, the Green Knight’s 
game is a bit like Russian roulette* with 
an axe10. “You get one swing11 of this 
axe at my neck, as hard as you can,” 
says the knight. “And in a year and 
a day, I get the chance to do the same 
to you.”

Perhaps the knight expects Gawain 
to be too weak to kill him? If so, he’s 
wrong. With one hit, Sir Gawain cuts 
off the Green Knight’s head. Game 
over? Not quite. The huge man, still 
standing, picks up his own head. The 
bloody head speaks, reminding Gawain 
to finish their game in a year and a day.

Failing the Test
Many of the Arthurian stories are 
about how Arthur’s knights face tests 
of their chivalry. Perhaps surprisingly, 
they almost always fail. Even Arthur 
does, which is one of the things that 
leads to his death. Gawain and the 
Green Knight is one of these stories: the 
Green Knight’s challenge turns out to 
be a test, and Gawain fails. He doesn’t 
die, though. The Green Knight does not 
want to kill him, but to show Arthur and 
his knights that they are hypocrites12.

a Knight at the Cinema
This famous poem has been made into 
three films. The latest version, David 
Lowery’s The Green Knight, came out 
this year. This film is true to the strange 
original story, but it also touches on 
modern issues such as race and sexuality 
(including via the casting13, with British 
Indian actor Dev Patel as Sir Gawain).

None of the movies is “historically 
accurate14”, but such retellings15 are 
part of the long Arthurian tradition. 
Every storyteller up to the modern day 
has changed the Arthurian stories to fit 
whatever was fashionable in literature 
at the time.


